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By Susan Bonfield 
Director, Environment for the 
Americas 
     In 2009, scientists captured a 
Whimbrel in coastal Virginia, an im-
portant stopover site for the species. 
When the bird, a female nicknamed 
Hope, was released, she carried a sat-
ellite transmitter that provided details 
about her future travels. Shuttling be-
tween breeding grounds in northwest-
ern Canada and a wintering site in the 
Virgin Islands, Hope demonstrated 
both the spectacular journeys that 
migratory birds make each year and 
the threats they face.  
     In 2020, World Migratory Bird 
Day launches its annual conservation 
campaign with the slogan “Birds Connect Our World.” Throughout 
the year, we will focus on the tracking technologies researchers use 

not only to learn about migratory 
routes but also to examine the 
hazards along these routes and to 
implement conservation actions that 
help migratory birds throughout 
their journeys.  
   “Birds Connect Our World” will be 
celebrated across the globe, includ-
ing in every Bird City community in 
Wisconsin, and plans already are un-
derway to launch the event through 
meetings and festivals, school 
programs, and presentations.  
     In the Western Hemisphere, 
World Migratory Bird Day is 
spearheaded by Environment for 
the Americas, a Colorado-based 
non-profit organization that has 

been coordinating the program since 2008. Environment for the 

World Migratory Bird Day focuses on bird-tracking technologies

New name, logo, energy, IBA project for bird partnership
By Carl Schwartz 
The Badger Birder Editor 
      A state bird organization is entering 2020 with new energy, a 
new name, a new logo, a new hire and a major new project – all 
aimed at recapturing its role as one of the nation’s leaders in mobi-
lizing statewide bird conservation. 
     The Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative (WBCI) is now the 
Wisconsin Bird Conservation Partnership (WBCP), highlighting 
its structure and the mission it established when it was hatched in 
2001 as “a cooperative partnership to deliver the full spectrum of 
bird conservation emphasizing volunteer stewardship.” 
     The bold new logo, emphasizing not only the organization’s scope 
but the range of avian species it shares concern for, was designed by 
Ryan Steiskal of Milwaukee,  after a statewide competition.  
     WBCP’s re-launch is timed to the hire of Tom Prestby as the 
organization’s Important Bird Areas assessment specialist.  He is 
an environmental scientist with GEI Consultants in Green Bay and a 
major contributor to recently completed field work for the second 
Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas.  
     Prestby will lead a one-year project with funding provided by 
multiple partners. The effort was kicked off last year by a generous 
challenge gift from Laura DeGolier of Fond du Lac.  
      Additional donors include the Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources, the Wisconsin Society 
for Ornithology, The Nature Con-
servancy, the Natural Resources 
Foundation of Wisconsin’s Bird 
Protection Fund, Gathering 
Waters, the American Bird 
Conservancy, Bird City Wiscon-
sin, Wisconsin Metro Audubon 
and several additional individual 
donors. 
     Timing is everything, and the 
IBA assessment has the potential 
for tapping the energy of some 
1,800 WBBA II volunteers who 
will be coming down from an 
“Atlas high” at the end of the 2019 
breeding season and who might 
be tapped to support efforts in 
their areas to put IBAs to work 
for conservation. 
     WBCP itself is emerging from 
several years of diminished activity after losing its fulltime state co-
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WSO CALENDAR

Kate’s Quotes

                   
        “If you put out sunflower seeds 

 for Chickadees,you’re really just putting out  
Chickadees for Sharp-shins.” 

-- Hilton Pond Newsletter 
 

“If all else fails, immortality can always 
 be assured  by spectacular error.” 

-- John Kenneth Galbraith, economist and diplomat 
  

“As I hurtled through space, one thought kept crossing  
my mind: Every part of this rocket was supplied  

by the lowest bidder.” 
-- Astronaut (and later senator) John Glenn

Naturalist Kate Redmond offers us a selection of quotes 
 on nature, conservation and life around us. These three make you stop  

and think twice. 

Field Trips 
March 15 (Sunday) – Sheboygan: 
Lakefront Birding 
Meet at 8 a.m. at the Sheboygan Marina. 
Depending on current birding information, 
our travels may take us north to the Mani-
towoc and Two Rivers harbors or south to 
Harrington Beach State Park and the Port 
Washington area. Bring a bag lunch.  
 
March 21 or 28 (Saturday) 
-- Dane and Columbia County 
Ponds 
Meet at 7 a.m. at Goose Pond, one mile 
south of Hwy. 51/60 on Goose Pond Rd. 
(southeast of Arlington). Our group will 
tour by auto to several ponds and flooded 
fields in this very productive area. A wide 
variety of water birds, shorebirds, migrant 
passerines and others are possible (i.e.: 
swans, Greater White-fronted and 
Ross’s Geese, pipits, longspurs, sparrows, 
etc.). Trip typically ends around noon 
after birding the causeway (CR-V) on Lake 
Wisconsin.  
Bring a bag lunch. Our intent is to try and 
optimize our birding during migration. 
March 21 is the scheduled date, but if it is 
determined that March 28 could be better, 
we will notify potential participants at 
https://wsobirds.org/ and via the Wis-
birdn Listserv.  
Please check these a day or two prior to 
March 21. 
 
Questions: Contact Tom Schultz (920) 
960-1796 or Jeff Baughman (920) 960-
4732 
 

Complete 2020 WSO field trip schedule 
appears at https://wsobirds.org/what-
we-do/field-trips 
 

WSO Board of Directors 
April 11 (Saturday) 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Quarterly meeting will be held at Horicon 
Education and Visitor’s Center on Highway 
28 just north of the City of Horicon. Mem-
bers are always welcome; bring a lunch.  
 
Honey Creek Birdathon/ 
Bandathon 
May 10 (Sunday)at Honey Creek 
Meet at the Cox Nature Center on the 
Harold and Carla Kruse Nature Preserve 
at Honey Creek in Sauk County. Details to 
come. 
 
81st Annual Convention 
May 14-17 (Thursday-Sunday)  
in Two Rivers  
Great Birding on a Great Lake is the theme 
and among WSO’s convention partners are 
the Woodland Dunes Nature Center, the 
Lighthouse Inn and Conference Center, the 
Manitowoc Area Visitor and Convention 
Bureau and the Two Rivers Main Street 
program. 
Keynote speaker for Saturday night’s 
banquet will be Dr. Ben Zuckerberg, 
whose lab at the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison has found overwhelming 
evidence that wildlife populations are 
responding to climate change.
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Bald Eagle numbers soar 27% in Southeast Wisconsin
Wisconsin DNR 
     Madison -- Bald Eagle numbers soared 
27% in southeast Wisconsin in 2019, and 
populations grew in nearly all parts of the 
state, as citizen reports helped steer DNR 
planes, pilots and conservation biologists to 
more nests to check and volunteer monitors 
added to the tally. 
     “Bald Eagles’ remarkable comeback 
continues as they expand into unoccupied 
territories,” said Laura Jaskiewicz, the DNR 
research scientist coordinating the aerial 
surveys. “We’re also excited that many of the 
new nests were reported from the ground by 
landowners, raptor enthusiasts and volun-
teers, adding to the information we’re able 
to collect from the air.” 
     DNR has conducted aerial surveys of 
known nest locations since the 1970s, doc-
umenting population trends and providing 
current information to landowners and 
forest managers on nest locations so they 
can avoid disturbing the birds during the 
breeding season. 
     Ground reports and DNR aerial surveys 
found 1,684 occupied eagle nests in 71 of 72 
counties in 2019, with all but northwestern and 
west central Wisconsin experiencing increases. 
Overall, researchers documented 11 fewer 
active nests than the record 1,695 in 2018. 
An occupied nest is a nest with an incubating 
adult, eggs, young or a repaired nest. 
     “Northwestern Wisconsin, which had the 

second-highest number of eagle nests in 
the state (360), is nearing carrying capacity, 
which could explain the slight decrease in 
this area,” Jaskiewicz said. Surveyors for 
west central Wisconsin believe the late 
harsh winter may have impacted eagle num-
bers in that area. 
     As in past years, Vilas and Oneida coun-
ties had the most nests at 175 and 150, 
respectively.   Bald Eagles were endangered 
in Wisconsin and nationally in the 1970s 
when there were only 108 nests known in 

Wisconsin. Protections 
under federal and state 
endangered species 

laws, declining levels of the pesticide DDT 
in the environment coupled with the DNR 
and partner efforts to help monitor and aid 
recovery helped Bald Eagles fly off the state 
endangered species list in 1997 and the 
federal list in 2007. Eagles and their nests 
are still federally protected under the Bald 
and Golden Eagle Protection Act and the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
Find more information about Bald Eagles in 
Wisconsin and opportunities to see them this 
winter in the wild, including at events also 
featuring live raptor shows, at https://dnr.
wi.gov/topic/wildlifehabitat/baldeagle.html

                                                                                                                                                            Photo by Rich Staffen 
New Bald Eagle nests were reported by Wisconsin residents in 2019.

‘Eagle eyes’ find previously 
 unknown nest locations
Wisconsin DNR 
     Madison --With Bald Eagles 
already nesting this season in 
Wisconsin, state conservation 
biologists are hoping citizens can 
once again provide “eagle eyes” 
for new nests not known to the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources. 
     Anyone who observes eagles 
engaged in nest building activities 
or who wishes to report a pos-
sible eagle nest may report it by 
contacting the Bald Eagle survey 
coordinator, Laura Jaskiewicz, 
via email at Laura.Jaskiewicz@
wisconsin.gov 
     Eagles in Wisconsin - especially 
in the southern third of the state 
- typically begin nest building in 
January and may lay eggs as early 
as mid-February. Male and female 
eagles build the nest together as 
part of their pair bonding. 
     In 2019, the highest number of 

citizen scientists and landowners 
ever helped the DNR track Bald 
Eagle trends across the year, 
through nesting surveys as well as 
winter roost counts.       
      “There is definitely more pub-
lic awareness of our eagle survey 
efforts, which no doubt is tied to 
an overall increased use of social 
media,” said Sharon Fandel, a 
DNR district ecologist with DNR’s 
Natural Heritage Conservation 
program. 
     In recent years, citizen reports 
that Fandel confirmed as the first 
known eagle nests in Kenosha and 
Walworth County have spurred 
additional reports in other coun-
ties, resulting in more nests being 
added to the map. 
     Volunteers for the Wisconsin 
Breeding Bird Atlas also yielded 
additional nests that were un-
known to DNR but were reported 
via the eBird reporting platform.
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7 Simple Actions to Help Birds: #1. Make windows safer, day and night
      In less than a single lifetime, North 
America has lost more than one in four 
of its birds, according to a report in the 
world’s leading scientific journal.  
      Published in Science by researchers at 
seven institutions, the findings show that 
2.9 billion breeding adult birds have been 
lost since 1970.  
      Birds are telling us we must act now to 
ensure our planet can sustain wildlife and 
people. 
     This is the first in a series of seven arti-
cles on simple actions each of us can take 
to make a difference. 

 CHALLENGE NO. 1:  
     Up to 1 billion birds are  
estimated to die each year 
after hitting windows in the 
United States and Canada. 
  
The cause:  
      By day, birds perceive 
reflections in glass as habitat 
they can fly into. By night, 
migratory birds drawn in by 
city lights are at high risk of 
colliding with buildings. 
 
simple steps  
Save birds:  
     On the outside of the 
window, install screens or 
break up reflections —  
using tape, film, paint,   
      Acopian BirdSavers or other string 
spaced no more than two inches high or 
two inches wide.   
    A translucent adhesive tape that tests 
show can significantly reduce bird  
collisions with glass windows and doors 
 is sold by American Bird Conservancy 
(ABC), the nation’s leading bird conserva-
tion organization. 
 
Take it further:  
     Work with businesses or public build-
ings to offer a contest for creative “win-
dow mural” designs that make windows 
safer for birds.  

      Support legislation for bird-friendly 
building designs. Start a lights-out cam-
paign in your city. 
  
Get started today: 
     Quick, affordable ways to keep birds from 
hitting your windows: 
 https://abcbirds.org/get-involved/bird-
smart-glass/ 
      
Follow bird migration forecasts to know 
when birds are on their way to you: 
https://birdcast.info/ 
 
     Help pass the Bird-Safe Buildings Act: 
https://abcbirds.org/action/peti-
tion-bird-safe-buildings

                                                                                   Photo by Damian Pollet   
Many window collisions happen when birds see reflections of 
trees and fly toward them.

New Birdathon coordinator hopes to ‘energize new audiences’
By Hannah Schroepfer 
Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin 
     The Great Wisconsin Birdathon is an annual 
fundraiser that brings together hundreds of bird-
ers, conservationists and outdoor enthusiasts.  
      The event is one of the Natural Resources Foun-
dation’s largest fundraisers and has raised more 
than $500,000 for bird conservation since it began 
in 2012. 
     This year, Sarah Cameron is taking over 
as birdathon coordinator, succeeding Diane 
Packett who has led the event since 2014. This 
interview offers an opportunity for her to share 
her background and passion for conservation.  
      
Tell us about you background in 
conservation, how did you get started?   
     My interest and appreciation for the outdoors 
began at an early age. Growing up in Driftless Wis-
consin, how can you not be in awe at all times? 
     I completed my undergraduate degree from the 
University of Wisconsin – Madison with a bachelor 

of science in conversation biology and environ-
mental studies.  
      What really piqued my interest was how 
conservation and public engagement intertwined. 
Getting people excited and involved in protecting 
our treasured natural resources is so important. 
     While in school, I completed internships in vol-
unteer coordinating and environmental education.  
      Since graduating I have worked as a team 
member of the DNR Snapshot Wisconsin Project, a 
volunteer-based project using a statewide network 
of trail cameras to monitor wildlife. I am excited 
to be working with some familiar names and faces 
through the Birdathon. 
 
What made you want to pursue the  
position of Birdathon coordinator? 
     Everything! I have long admired the work done 
by the Natural Resources Foundation.  
      From their field trip program to grant pro-
grams, the staff and volunteers continue to make a 

Sarah Cameron held a female 
Northern Cardinal during 
bird-banding at Picnic Point on 
the UW-Madison campus.

Please jump to Page 5
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January Rare Birds 

Lark Bunting, handsome Harris’s Sparrow cap interesting month

By Mark Korducki 
     Mild winter weather continued through the end of the month, 
with a few moderate snowfalls. The most unusual species was found 
at the lakeshore impoundment in Manitowoc. Nice photos were tak-
en of a Lark Bunting in winter plumage. Unfortunately work by the 
Army Corps of Engineers greatly disturbed sparrow habitat at the 
site and the bird was not seen after it was initially observed.  
     A handsome male Harris’s Sparrow has been much more coop-
erative as it has frequented a feeder at the Mequon Nature Preserve 
along the border between Ozaukee and Milwaukee Counties.  
     An oriole was visiting a Calumet County feeder early in the month. 
Initial photos suggested a Bullock’s Oriole, but careful review of 
subsequent photos identified it as a late Baltimore Oriole.  
     An Orange-crowned Warbler was a nice winter find at a Dane 
County feeder. An Audubon’s Yellow-rumped Warbler was seen 
at a private feeder in Waukesha County. A Carolina Wren was an 
unusual find near the tip of Door County.  
     The Lake Michigan shoreline produced a late Red-necked Grebe 
in Milwaukee. A pair of Red-throated Loons appear to be winter-
ing in Port Washington. A Ross’s Goose was a nice winter discovery 
in Racine, while a pair of Greater White-fronted Geese were 
found in Sheboygan.  

     A few Red Crossbills and Pine Grosbeaks were reported from 
Bayfield. Snowy Owl reports dropped off but a few birds were 
found in Outagamie County and on the Buena Vista Grasslands.  
     With the mild weather, several late reports came in of semi-hardy 
species. Small groups of meadowlarks were found in Ozaukee and 
Sauk Counties. A few Gray Catbirds and Brown Thrashers were 
found in Milwaukee County.  
     The daylight is increasing and soon more birds will begin singing. 
Spring is not far away.  

Jim Edlhuber photographed this Harris’s Sparrow, Canada’s only 
endemic breeder, at the Mequon Nature Preserve.

Charles Sontag photographed this juvenile male Lark Bunting 
on the Manitowoc lakefront first identified as a Vesper Sparrow.

Got those post-Atlas blues? Surveyors sought 
for 8 open Breeding Bird Survey routes
     Mark Korducki, the state’s Breeding Bird Survey coordinator, has 
eight BBS routes left to fill in Wisconsin for 2020. 
      The open routes include Dresser, Merrill, McNaughton, Crandon, 
Cadott, Pardeeville, Hazel Green and River Falls. 
     “I would hope that with field work on the Atlas ending that some 
folks might like to take a route with their extra time. I would love to 
have all 92 Wisconsin routes filled as we have had a long tradition of 
having all our routes assigned,”  said Korducki, who can be reached 
at mark.korducki@gmail.com

huge difference. 
     Applying for the Great Wisconsin Birda-
thon position presented the opportunity to 
use my background in public engagement 
while also rallying people around bird con-
servation. It truly was a perfect fit. 
 
What are you most excited for in the 
new position? 
     The Great Wisconsin Birdathon is a cher-
ished tradition with teams coming back year 
after year. People really enjoy participating 
and raising funds for bird conservation. 
What excites me is the opportunity to ener-
gize new audiences and spread the Birda-
thon to even more people can enjoy it, too.  

Why do you think people should get 
involved and participate in the  
Birdathon? 
     The Birdathon presents the opportunity 
for teams and individuals to turn their “Big 
Day” into something even bigger. It’s about 
selflessness wand making a real difference in 
the opportunities for research and conserva-
tion here in Wisconsin (and beyond!) 
 
What are some of your favorite things 
to do outside of work? 
     Outside of work, I enjoy every opportuni-
ty to get outdoors, whether it is hammocking 
along Lake Monona or trekking around our 
Wisconsin State Parks. I also enjoy practicing 
yoga, baking, traveling and birding!

From Page 4

Meet the new Great Wisconsin Birdathon coordinator
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Flight Feathers 

Fleeting moments yield lasting memories
 By Anita Carpenter 
     I’m sitting in the kitchen reading the newspaper as the first light 
of day creeps across the sky. Within minutes, a small patch of sky 
turns many shades of rose and magenta. 
      I turn away for about a minute. When I look back, I exclaim 
“somebody turned off the sunrise.” The sky was once again a dark 
blue-gray. It was the smallest and briefest colorful sunrise I had ever 

witnessed. 
         I pause in my reading to ponder the recent 
scene. I soon realize that many of my most mem-
orable moments with the natural world, including 
birds, are just brief unexpected encounters.      
I’ll share a few. 
          Early one autumn morning, I’m walking in the 
middle of my favorite trail, which includes a short 
stretch of woods to my right and a chain link fence 
backed by a field of dried asters and goldenrods on 

my left. Up ahead the trail makes a 90-degree left turn and continues 
along the Fox River in Oshkosh. 
     All of a sudden, a Red-tailed Hawk appears from around the cor-
ner, flying low and fast directly at me about 10 feet above the ground. 
I stop. The hawk does not deviate from its flight path. Its intense 
yellow eyes focus on me as I stand mesmerized. It’s gliding and clos-
ing fast. When the hawk is 20 feet in front of me, I react and sidestep 
to my left to avoid a collision. My movement startles the bird, which 
immediately pulls up to its left, banks and perches overhead on a 
tree limb. It ruffles its feathers as it stares at me. 
     Wow! That was exciting! What just happened? A possible expla-
nation is that I was wearing a white knit ski cap.  Had the Red-tail 
mistaken me for a rabbit? I’ll never know but it was a thrilling, brief 
encounter that provided quite a different perspective on a Red-tailed 
Hawk in flight. I’ll never forget those piercing yellow eyes. 
     Western Kansas presented another brief avian moment. While 
driving moderately along a country road, a Lesser Prairie-Chicken 
unexpectedly emerged from the tall grass, strutted across the road 
and as quickly disappeared into the tall grass. It was the briefest of 
brief encounters but long enough to appreciate and document a life 
bird. 
     On a road trip around Lake Superior, we had just pulled into a 
county park and stopped overlooking the “Big Pond.” Much to my 
disbelief, an American Pipit landed just three feet away on the 
hood of our truck as we sat inside. It posed ever so nicely as I scram-
bled for my field guide. Up to this moment, my few pipit sightings 
were distant looks at small brown birds foraging on the dark ground 
at the far end of a plowed field. This cooperative bird stayed long 
enough for me to study its field marks before it flew off to join the 
migrant flock. 
     On to Florida. It’s dawn on a warm calm day in the third week of 

March. I’m the only one strolling the beach on Santa Rosa Island, a 
barrier island in the Gulf Shores National Seashore off Pensacola.  
Zip! I hear something fly by me. I look around and see nothing. Zip! 
There it is again.  
      This time I see a Ruby-throated Hummingbird flying low and 
fast 20 feet above ground. It’s headed north and disappears over the 
sand dunes. Then another hummingbird zips by.  
      These tiny sprites are migrating. I’m witnessing their arrival back 
to terra firma after a long flight crossing the Gulf of Mexico. What are 
the chances of being in the right place at the right time to witness 
this extraordinary migration? 
     A few other images come to mind. A Pileated Woodpecker 
clinging upside down to a grape vine and eating grapes. Canada Jays 
accepting granola from my hand. And a brown Downy Woodpeck-
er that graced my feeders for a few days. 
     Bird watching is exciting and always unpredictable. I’ve found that 
such fleeting moments with birds often lead to lasting impressions 
and memories. 
     What brief avian encounters are your most cherished memories? 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Anita Carpenter is an Oshkosh naturalist who shares her passion 
and knowledge of birds, butterflies and other critters with enthusiasm. 
In 2012, the National Audubon Society honored her with the Great 
Egret Award, recognizing 32 years of outstanding service to Winneba-
go Audubon.

                                                       Photo by Larry Lamsa/Wikimedia Commons 
The Lesser Prairie Chicken is slightly smaller and paler than its 
near relative the Greater Prairie Chicken, found in Wisconsin. 
About half of its current population lives in western Kansas, with 
the other half in the sandhills and prairies of western Oklahoma, 
the Texas Panhandle  and eastern New Mexico.

Anita Carpenter

Bottle caps, balloons litter Virginia beaches, threatening wildlife
Longwood University 
     A report by the Virginia Aquarium & Ma-
rine Science Center reveals that bottle caps 
and balloon trash are the most frequently 
found litter items on Virginia’s beaches, 
posing an immense threat to wildlife.  
     Over four years, aquarium researchers 
and trained volunteers conducted month-
ly surveys of four beaches: Chincoteague 
National Wildlife Refuge, Back Bay National 

Wildlife Refuge, Fisherman Island Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge and Grandview Nature 
Preserve. The aquarium then worked closely 
with Clean Virginia Waterways of Long-
wood University to analyze the mountain of 
collected data. 
     “The results were stunning,” said Laura 
McKay of the Virginia Coastal Zone Manage-
ment Program, which funded the research 
through grants from the National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration. “On these 
relatively inaccessible beaches, over 15,000 
debris items were found in the four small 
survey areas that ranged from 0.2 to 0.4 
acres,” she said. 
        Over the four years of monitoring, a 
total of 15,276 pieces of debris were docu-
mented, of which the vast majority (83%) 
were made of plastic.  “Balloons were the 
second most common type of litter.”
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2020 WSO Convention: Two Rivers

Area scientific art illustrator to present ‘Beyond Audubon’
     Last month, we gave you a sneak peak at the T-shirt design for the 
2020 WSO Convention. Now here is a look at the designer, Rebecca 
Jabs, who will be among those presenting at the convention. 
     From John James Audubon’s Birds of America to present-day field 
guides and graphics, scientific illustration has long played a role 
in the study of birds. WSO is proud to have artist Rebecca Jabs 
presenting on May 16 during the Saturday afternoon convention 

program.  
    Jabs will offer an introduction to scientific illus-
tration in the field of ornithology and share her 
experiences documenting birds through artwork.  
     Jabs is a freelance scientific illustrator based in 
Manitowoc. She graduated in 2016 from the Sci-
ence Illustration Graduate Program at California 
State University at Monterey Bay, following eight 
years as an art educator in Wisconsin. 

     Jabs works across both digital and traditional media to create 
interpretive scientific artwork and graphics. Her career facilitates a 
passion for learning about the natural world. 
     Jabs has been Artist-in-Residence at locations across the Midwest, 
including Isle Royale National Park, Porcupine Mountains Wilder-
ness State Park and the Trout Lake Research Station in Boulder 
Junction, Wis. Her graduate internship was at the USDA Systematic 
Entomology Lab at the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural 
History in Washington, D.C.  
     Additionally, Jabs teaches illustration workshops, participates in 

natural history-based art exhibitions, and is involved in community 
art programming. She is a member of the Guild of Natural Science 
Illustrators, the American Society of Botanical Artists and the Lake-
shore Artists Guild.

The T-shirt design for the 2020 WSO Convention can be ordered 
along with convention registration, which will begin online March 1. 
Registration materials will appear in the March issue of The Badger 
Birder.

Rebecca Jabs

Here are some hotel, camping options for convention
     Two Rivers, located on Lake Michigan, 
will be hosting the 81st annual WSO conven-
tion on May 14-17.   
      Attendees for Great Birding on a Great 
Lake! will enjoy a weekend full of field trips, 
social events, and educational presentations. 

      The 
convention 
committee 
has arranged 
several lodg-
ing options 
with blocked 
rooms.  

      Mention WSO for group rates. 
 
Lighthouse Inn on Lake Michigan 
Address: 1515 Memorial Dr, Two Rivers, WI 
54241 
Phone: (920) 793-4524 
40 rooms are blocked at poolside rate of 
$82/2 people per night. Lakeside is $97/2 
people per night.  
Free beverage ticket for bar at check-in 
https://www.lhinn.com/ 
 
Village Inn on the Lake 
Address: 3310 Memorial Dr, Two Rivers, WI 
54241 
Phone: (920) 794-8818 
26 standard rooms at rate of $90 per night 

6 Woodside suites - $149 per night 
RV sites available for $38-$50/night 
Limited pet-friendly rooms upon request 
Free beverage ticket for bar at check-in 
https://villageinnwi.com/ 
 
Scheffel’s Hideaway Campground 
Address: 6511 Cty Rd. O, Two Rivers, WI 
54241 
Phone: (920) 657-1270 or e-mail schef-

felshideawaycampground@charter.net 
Campsite with water & 30 amp electric: 
$37/night + tax. 
Campsite with water, 30 amp electric, 
and sewer: 
$40/night + tax. 
Campsite with water, 50 amp electric, 
and sewer: 
 $44/night + tax. 
All sites also are available on a weekly basis; 
pay for 6 nights and 7th night is free.

The dining room at Lighthouse Inn on Lake Michigan offers views of the rocky shoreline as 
well as sweeping lake vistas.
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New Member Spotlight 

Nancy Gill: ‘I like to support organizations  
that are using science to save birds’

     WSO’s Membership Committee is highlight-
ing some of our new members. Here we chat 
with Nancy Gill.  If you are a new member 
and would like to be featured, please email 
dlturski@gmail.com  
 
Tell us a bit about yourself:  
My husband Earl and I live on our fam-
ily farm near Reedsville. We have many 
hobbies, including gardening, birdwatching, 
visiting state and national parks and work-
ing outside. I taught science for many years 
at Two Rivers High School and currently 
work there in a different part-time capacity. 
I have loved nature and science as long as I 
can remember.  
 
How would you describe yourself as a 
birder? 
I am mostly a local birder. My passion is 
photography. I enjoy photographing nature 
whether it be birds, butterflies, flowers, etc. 
I am not always that good at remembering 
field marks but with a good photo, I can be 
certain of an ID. We have quite a few bird 
feeders and nest boxes on our property, 
with a good variety of birds in our yard and 
on our farm. I am often surprised by what 
we see pass through our yard, giving me the 
opportunity to see and learn about birds 
new to me. As habitat is decreasing, we are 
focused on making improvements to our 
land, putting in native plants, trees, shrubs 
and flowers to help sustain the migrants 
that pass through as well as our year-round 
residents.  
 
What are your favorite places to bird in 
Wisconsin?  
My favorite place to bird is Horicon Marsh, 
but closer to home I enjoy Collins Marsh and 

the Killsnake Wildlife Area. Any wetland I 
find becomes my new favorite. We are fortu-
nate to have Mud Creek, along with springs, 
wetland areas and woods, running though 
our farmland. I really enjoy birding around 
home. 
 
What is your favorite bird? 
 I have many favorite birds. I would have 
to say that in summer my favorite is the 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird. We have 
large gardens and many of the plantings are 
chosen to attract hummingbirds and but-
terflies. I maintain six hummingbird feeders 
throughout the season.  A Rufous Humming-
bird stayed around for about a month two 
years ago. So exciting! At that time, I met 
hummingbird bander Mickey O’Connor, who 
now comes with her helpers to band hum-
mingbirds in our yard every season.  
 
What led you to join the WSO? 
I am very interested in the research that 
WSO does and I like to keep learning. I have 
some friends who are avid birders and are 
WSO members. I like to support organiza-
tions that are using science to save birds. 
 
Have you had a recent memorable expe-
rience while birding?  
Yes. In March of 2018 a friend and I traveled 
to Nebraska to witness the Sandhill Crane 
migration around the Platte River. We 
actually went out with a group in a blind on 
the river at Rowe Audubon Sanctuary. It was 
amazing both in sight and sound. Thousands 
of Sandhill Cranes getting ready to leave the 
safety of the sandbars in the river were a 
sight I will never forget. 
 
Is there anything else you’d like to share 
about yourself with fellow WSO mem-
bers? 
I care very deeply about the environment 
and the problems that our society faces now 
and in the future. I am concerned not only 
for our birds but the fact that my grandchil-
dren may inherit a world where many of the 
common sights of today no longer exist. I 
hope that in some way I can help keep that 
from happening.

Nancy Gill: “I am concerned not only for 
our birds but the fact that my grandchildren 
may inherit a world where many of the com-
mon sights of today no longer exist.”

Welcome to new members of WSO!
     The Wisconsin Society for Ornithology 
would like to welcome those new members 
who joined the organization between Oct. 1 
and Dec. 31, 2019.  
      Thank you for your support! Your 
contributions make it possible for WSO to 
promote the enjoyment, study and conser-
vation of Wisconsin’s birds. 
 
Paul Banas, Madison, WI 
Kathleen Beaver, Shorewood, WI 
Margery Binder, Green Bay, WI 
Mrs. Janice Blask, Dodgeville, WI 
Marcus Brown, Cottage Grove, WI 
Jeanette Bultman Mercado, Milwaukee, WI 
Debra Farley, Stevens Point, WI 
Kenneth & Jennifer Fisher, Lake Barrington, IL 
Deb Ford, Ellison Bay, WI 

Nancy Foth, Stevens Point, WI 
Michael Galli, Schofield, WI 
Erica Gerloski, Muskego, WI 
Nancy Gill, Reedsville, WI 
Don Howlett, Neshkoro, WI 
Lynn Jacobson, Stoughton, WI 
Kim Jacobson, Milwaukee, WI 
Ryan Jones, Waunakee, WI 
Melissa Kesling, Oregon, WI 
Leon Laufer, Bayside, WI 
Rita Lyström, Rice Lake, WI 
Braden Meyer, Grafton, WI 
Peter O’Brien, Brookfield, WI 
Barbara Ottum, Sturgeon Bay, WI 
Randy & Joanna Parlee, Hartford, WI 
Terry Pierce, Wauwatosa, WI 
Joe Riederer, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
Ryan Rysewyk, Madison, WI 

 
 
 
 

David & Joan Sachs, Seymour, WI 
Ginnie Sherer, Oshkosh, WI 
Gail Smith, Middleton, WI 
Andy Smith, Lodi, WI 
Gina Szablewski, Shorewood, WI 
Angie Yoeckel, Rubicon, WI
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Call for Undergraduate 
  and Graduate Student  

Poster Submissions
 

WSO Annual Convention
May 14-17, 2020

Two Rivers, Wisconsin

 
The Wisconsin Society for Ornithology (WSO) invites current undergraduate and graduate students to 

 submit poster abstracts to be considered for presentation at our 2020 WSO Convention.

The convention will offer students the opportunity to showcase their research while interacting 
 and learning from bird experts and enthusiasts from across Wisconsin.  The winner of this judged poster 

session will also receive a $250 scholarship from the Wisconsin Society for Ornithology.

Poster Abstract Submission Requirements

	Abstracts must be submitted via online submission form at: https://forms.gle/CDfUEHPvmTztqJeT9 

	 Abstracts will be assessed as they are received with students notified upon approval.  Abstracts can be sub-
mitted through March 30, 2020 or until the maximum number of approved applicants haws been reached.

	 Students are expected to attend the Convention during the afternoon of Saturday, May 16th.  The afternoon 
will include a one-hour poster session during which students will be at their poster as much as possible to 
react to questions concerning their research and/or poster.  Lunch prior to the poster session will be provided 
to participating students free of charge.  Students wishing to attend the entire convention can learn more at 
https://wsobirds.org/what-we-do/annual-convention. 

	 Posters should measure 36” by 24”.  Note: This is smaller than typical poster symposium requirements, how-
ever we would like to maximize the number of posters we are able to present with the space available.

	 The topic of the posters should relate to ornithology, wildlife conservation, technology or educational re-
sources related to ornithology and/or citizen science.  We encourage submission of novel research or projects 
that can be applied to bird conservation even if it is not necessarily the intended focus.

	 Posters must describe original scientific research and/or educational materials in a way that is self-explana-
tory (could be interpreted without oral description).  The poster must be presented by the student doing the 
original work and recognize the contributions of other students involved that may not be present.

	 Posters should be clear, concise and well laid out.  We understand that the poster size requirements are 
smaller than typical, but please use fonts that can be viewed at a distance of at least 4-feet.  Posters must 
include your name and affiliation.

	 Submission of an abstract acknowledges your acceptance for that abstract to be listed in convention publica-
tions.  

	 Audio/visual and/or computers cannot be accommodated during the poster session. 
 
WSO will not produce any handouts, however authors may provide handouts to give to participants. 
 
Posters will be judged on content and use of scientific method (if applicable), poster organization 
 and design, potential impact on bird conservation, and verbal communication.  
   
Questions regarding the WSO Convention Student Poster Session can be directed to convention@wsobirds.org.   
More information on the 2020 WSO Convention can be found at  
https://wsobirds.org/about-wso/news/528-2020-wso-convention-has-some-interesting-new-wrinkles.
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Bill would restore federal protections for migratory birds
American Bird Conservancy 
     Washington, D.C. –Rep. Alan Lowenthal 
(D-Calif.) and 17 bipartisan co-sponsors 
have introduced the Migratory Bird Protec-
tion Act (H.R. 5552) to restore longstanding 
protections for migratory birds against 
industrial take — that is, unintentional but 
predictable killing. Bird populations in North 
America are plummeting — a stunning three 
billion birds have disappeared from the 
United States and Canada since 1970 — and 
federal law is essential to conserving and 
recovering these populations.  
     The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), 
one of our nation’s first conservation laws, 
was enacted to implement international 
treaty commitments to protect populations 
of migratory birds.  
      The Trump administration, however,  
has crippled the MBTA by declaring that 
it no longer protects migratory birds from 
unconstrained incidental take by oil and gas 
developers and other industries.  
     The Migratory Bird Protection Act reaf-
firms the MBTA’s intent to protect migratory 
birds from industrial activities and provides 
regulatory certainty to responsible develop-
ers in managing incidental take, so long as 
they follow best management practices to 
avoid bird deaths.  
      This important and reasonable approach 
gives industries clear and consistent expec-
tations for protecting birds without jeopar-
dizing international commitments.  

     “It’s a win-win,” said Steve Holmer, vice 
president of advocacy for the American Bird 
Conservancy. “ 
      Rep. Lowenthal’s bill provides the cer-
tainty industry needs while also ensuring 
that birds are protected, with best manage-
ment practices used to prevent mortality 
and mitigate inevitable impacts.”  
     “Losing 3 billion birds is a wake-up call. 
Our planet is experiencing significant losses 
in biodiversity, and migratory birds are de-
clining across America and the world,” said 
Bob Dreher, senior vice president/conserva-
tion programs at Defenders of Wildlife. 
      “Rep. Lowenthal has taken a strong stand 
to prevent the needless deaths of birds by 
strengthening the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
and safeguarding the law for the future.”  

     “This is the floor of what we should be 
doing for birds,” said David O’Neill, chief 
conservation officer, National Audubon 
Society. “For a century, the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act served as a common-sense tool 
to protect birds from preventable deaths 
while allowing our energy industry and 
broader economy to prosper. It ensured that 
industry took steps like covering oil waste 
pits, which birds mistake for bodies of water, 
and implementing best practices for power 
lines to reduce bird electrocutions and colli-
sions. This new bill responds to a misguided, 
short-sighted attack by the administration 
on that law. At a time when we’ve lost 3 
billion North American birds since 1970 
and climate change threatens extinction for 
two-thirds of bird species, this is the least 
we can do.” 
     “The Migratory Bird Treaty Act is one of 
the most successful laws enacted to help 
protect our nation’s birds, but it has been 
weakened by recent misinterpretations 
of the law at the Department of the Inte-
rior,” said Mike Leahy, director of wildlife, 
hunting and fishing policy at the National 
Wildlife Federation. “It is imperative that 
we safeguard protections against significant 
losses of birds even when not deliberate, 
and the Migratory Bird Protection Act does 
just that. There is no sense in poking holes 
in a century-old, proven method of success 
when one-third of America’s wildlife is at 
increased risk of extinction.”

Virginia destroys state’s largest waterbird colony,  
resists calls to build temporary island with dredge spoil

American Bird Conservancy 
     Without immediate action, at least 20,000 migratory birds will be 
homeless this spring thanks to the Commonwealth of Virginia’s deci-
sion to pave Hampton Roads’ South Island without creating alterna-
tive habitat for the state’s largest waterbird colony. American Bird 
Conservancy (ABC) is calling on Virginia officials to start building an 
island for the birds now. 
     South Island has been home to a thriving colony of Royal Terns, 
Sandwich Terns, Black Skimmers, several species of gull, and Gull-
billed Terns — a species listed as threatened in Virginia — since the 
1980s. But the island was paved in late 2019 to stage construction 
equipment for the multibillion-dollar Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel 
expansion project, which will add additional lanes to alleviate traffic 
congestion. 
     “To be clear, bird advocates are not arguing against the 
much-needed tunnel expansion,” said ABC President Mike Parr in a 
Washington Post op-ed.  
       “All we want is for the state to build an alternate island with 
dredge spoil — material that is already widely available nearby. The 
cost of creating alternate habitat for the colony is estimated at about 
0.2% of the project’s overall construction cost.” 
     Virginia officials have stated that they are unable to build such an 
island because of bureaucratic hurdles, including the federal gov-

ernment’s weakening of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA); they 
claim that under the diluted MBTA rules, they cannot require devel-
opers to mitigate the impacts of their actions. While ABC, along with 
other bird groups and eight states, is suing the Trump administra-
tion over the weakening of the MBTA, there is “nothing that prevents 
Virginia from acting voluntarily to protect the birds,” Parr said.  
     In addition, Virginia appears to be on a collision course with 
federal law. It is true that unintentional but predictable harm to 
birds, such as the paving of the island, is now controversially allowed 
under a new federal interpretation of the MBTA. However, Virginia 
officials stated in a June 2018 letter to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service that they plan to relocate any active nests they find on the 
island. This is equivalent to destroying the nests — which continues 
to require a permit under the MBTA. 
     “We have submitted several Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
requests to Virginia agencies, and so far, there’s no evidence they 
have applied for any permits at all,” said Parr. “They need to, or they 
will be in violation of federal law. Those permits could still require 
Virginia to mitigate the harm to the birds.” 
         If no alternate habitat is created, the birds that normally nest 
on the island are unlikely to find a place to breed this year or in sub-
sequent years, and this will likely cause a long-term decline in their 
populations.

                     Photo by Pedro Ramirez Jr. /USFWS 
The Migratory Bird Protection Act has been 
introduced to restore safeguards for birds, 
like this American Coot, from threats such as 
oil waste pits, wind turbines and power lines.
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Found in Our Archives 

The why and how of the WSO Records Committee: 
 it’s what and not who that prove acceptable 

WSO Historian Nancy Nabak maintains the 
Wisconsin Society for Ornithology’s Archives, 
housed at the Cofrin Center for Biodiversity at 
UW-Green Bay, and offers us an occasional look at 
something Found in Our Archives 
 
     After unearthing the Yellow-browed War-
bler record that I wrote about in December’s 
Badger Birder, I decided to do more research in 
the rare birds records to see just how the WSO 
Records Committee came to be in the first place 
and what it now means to you.  
      Better than me telling you though, I’ll let the 
late and legendary Sam Robbins (Passenger 
Pigeon, Winter 1984, Volume 46, No. 4) do it. 
       “I felt uncomfortable. I felt like a dictator. I 
wrote many a letter to observers, double-checking 
an unusual date. More often than not, the odd date 
turned out to be a typographical error, and the 
correction was easily made.  
      “I wrote many letters to observers of rarities, 
seeking collaborative or clarifying information. On those occasions 
when the documentation seemed inadequate, I wrote the observer in 
detail to indicate why I was rejecting the record.  
      “I remember only one angry reply to such a letter. Most observers 
wrote graciously, expressing gratitude for the added knowledge that 
would make them better observers.  
      “Still, I felt like judge and jury rolled into one. Decisions about the 
definitiveness of photographs and written evidence ought to be made 
through the collective wisdom of several people of considerable experi-
ence – not just one. 
      “Early in the 1970s four widely experienced ornithologists joined 

me in evaluating Wisconsin’s rarest records for 
Wisconsin Birdlife … and made a solid much-need-
ed contribution to this volume. This group 
subsequently (in 1978) was appointed by the 
WSO Board of Directors as the first WSO Records 
Committee.…”      
       After learning about the committee’s genesis, 
I perused some files to see what would catch my 
birding eye, and to verify it’s not who you know, 
but really rather what you know when it comes 
to an accepted rarity record.  
      For example, in 1982, Helmut Mueller, 
George Allez and Daniel Berger (Cedar 
Grove Ornithological Research Station banders) 
reported sighting of a Prairie Falcon while 
trapping hawks from their blind. The following 
is a bit from their report:  
     “It pitched up into the air over the Starling 

(lure) and thus missed our nets. The bird then be-
gan a pass at our Ring Dove lure. At this point we 
noted that its back was very pale and HCM (Muel-

ler) suggested Prairie Falcon.  
      “The bird stooped at the Ring Dove 4 times but each time its trajec-
tory took it out of range of our nets. On these passes, GA (Allez) noted 
the thin malar stripe and large eye. As it departed, it passed within 
less than 20m of the blind and HCM was the only one in position to see 
the bird as it climbed to avoid the trees on the edge of the clearing. He 
clearly saw the dark axillars…”  
     These gentlemen are not just any bird observers. In 1950, Berger 
and Mueller became volunteer co-directors of the Cedar Grove 
Ornithological Research Station and began banding raptors that 
flew over the station, just off the shore of Lake Michigan in southern 
Sheboygan County. They resurrected an operation that started in the 
1930s when the Milwaukee Public Museum began banding hawks 
there. (Operations ceased in the 1940s due to the war.) 
      In 2009, Berger and Mueller were recognized by the Department 
of Natural Resources and the Wisconsin Society for Ornithology for 
their six decades of research at the site.  
      Berger also received the prestigious Bronze Passenger Pigeon 
award from WSO in 1994. Allez, from the University of Wiscon-
sin--Madison, helped trap more than 23,000 migrating raptors 
during the autumns of 1953–1996, permitting the accurate identifi-
cation of age and sex.  
      He, Mueller and Berger co-authored many papers on this, gos-
hawk invasions and the longevity of raptors.  
     As you can clearly see, these three individuals had an impressive 
raptor background and years of hands on work, research and iden-
tification; yet their observation was rejected by five out of five 
members of the Records Committee.  
     Status did not allow this sighting to “pass through” even though it 
was spotted by exceptionally and highly skilled raptor researchers.     
      (At the time, Records Committee Chairman William Hilsen-
hoff stated, “Nobody voted to accept this sighting, mostly because 
documentation was incomplete.” 
     So, if you spot what you think is a rare bird and submit your re-
port to WSO or eBird and it’s not accepted, remember, Sam Rob-
bins originated a thorough process that continues yet today.  
      Detailed documentation will carry the day -- not your name, --as 
the unaccepted Prairie Falcon proves. 
                                                                                         -- NANCY NABAK

                                        Photo by Bill Bouton 
                          Prairie Falcon

How our Records Committee works
      Rare Bird Committees have 
been established in most states 
to develop documentation 
standards and a formal process 
to evaluate rare bird records. 
     The primary purpose of 
the WSO Records Committee 
is to evaluate records of birds 
found in the state of Wisconsin, 
including rare species, rare 
nesting records or unusual 
seasonal occurrences.  
      A record is comprised of 
written documentation or oth-
er evidence submitted to the 
committee as proof of identity 
of a sighted, heard, collected, 
banded or photographed bird. 
       The committee then 
determines whether there is 
sufficient documentation to 
accept the record. Once vali-
dated, these records constitute 
the official list of Wisconsin 
bird species and provide an 
important permanent record 

by which to measure changes 
in the state’s avifauna.  These 
data are made public through 
WSO’s quarterly journal and 
archived in the WSO’s files. 
     WSO and eBird are entwined 
in many ways. Seasonal reports 
published in the The Passenger 
Pigeon primarily use eBird 
data.  The WSO Records Com-
mittee also reviews all rare and 
out of season records submit-
ted via eBird. 
     As of 2018, any documen-
tation (text, images, etc.) 
provided by birders in eBird 
for an observation requiring 
WSO Records Committee 
review immediately qualify as 
documentation for WSO.  
     Observers may submit sep-
arate documentation for WSO 
using the Rare Bird Documen-
tation Form if they prefer not 
to use eBird. See https://wso-
birds.org/what-we-do/records
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WSO Field Trip

Hard-core birding 
on the Milwaukee-to- 
Sheboygan lakeshore
By Tom Schultz 
WSO Field Trips Committee Co-chair 
     After two cancellations due to winter weather, we finally got this 
field trip off on Sunday, Jan. 19! Unfortunately, this date brought 
much colder weather, with strong northwest winds producing a 
nasty, subzero wind chill. 
     Despite the 8 degree morning temperatures, a number of us gath-
ered at South Shore Yacht Club at 8 a.m. – although the group was 
much smaller (about 18) than we’ve had in the past under better 
weather conditions. The water in the marina was mostly open, but 
there were some patches of ice floating here and there. We could 
easily see the sections of rocky breakwater damaged during recent 
storms, with sections of the wall now missing. 
     A variety of waterfowl were present, including Common and 
Red-breasted Mergansers, Common Goldeneye, Greater 
Scaup, Bufflehead, Canada Geese and Mallards. A lone Long-
tailed Duck was spotted among the ducks, and it provided decent 
views between frequent dives. A number of Herring Gulls also 
were observed, along with a lone Glaucous Gull that showed up 
for a short time. 
     Around 8:30 we moved a short distance north to the Milwaukee 
Lake Express Ferry site, where many of the same ducks were pres-
ent. Our group was able to spot three Great Black-backed Gulls, 
as well as a Glaucous, and a number of Herring Gulls. 
     Our next stop was Veteran’s Park (McKinley Marina), where a 
huge raft of Greater Scaup was swimming in the harbor. Also pres-
ent were Common Goldeneye and several Common Mergansers, 
along with more geese and gulls. 
     From there we headed north up the Milwaukee lakefront to the 
area near the North Point Snack Bar – where more damage to the 
rocky shore was apparent – with huge boulders now moved or miss-
ing, and part of the parking lot now eroded away. More diving ducks 
were present offshore, although fewer than elsewhere – but we did 
spot a Ring-billed Gull swimming offshore. 
     We moved just up the shore to the area near the Linnwood Water 
Treatment Plant. A nice group of Buffleheads was present (about a 
dozen), along with more goldeneyes and Red-breasted Mergan-
sers. 
     Our next destination was Coal Dock Park in Port Washington, 
where we arrived about 10:20. The most obvious bird there was 
Canada Goose, with a few thousand present in the marina. More 

diving ducks were present, and we were able to spot a few Red-
heads and American Black Ducks among them, as well as a lone 
Ruddy Duck. The highlight there was finding a Red-throated 
Loon, and soon a second individual was spotted.  
     We next headed north to Sheboygan, and decided to stop at Indian 
Mound Park to look for Great Tits. Unfortunately none appeared 
present, but we did find a nice variety of woodland birds, including 
Downy and Red-bellied Woodpecker, White-breasted and 
Red-breasted Nuthatch, Blue Jay, crow, chickadee, American 
Goldfinch, junco and Cardinal. A Red-tailed Hawk also was 
spotted, and a flock of Canada Geese passed overhead. 
     Next we drove to the Blue Harbor Resort side of the Sheboygan 
harbor. We spotted a Great Black-backed Gull loafing in the 
water and an adult Glaucous resting on the ice among a group of 
Herring Gulls. More diving ducks were observed, with a Buffle-
head and a Long-tailed among them. 
     Our final stop was north of the marina, near North Point. Many 
of the same ducks were present, but not much else was seen on the 
lake. An adult Bald Eagle passed overhead, and Mourning Dove, 
crow, chickadee and cardinal were seen nearby.  
      We wrapped up the field trip about 1 p.m. – with the thermome-
ter now up to 25 degrees. 
     Thanks to the hard-core birders who attended and to Jeff 
Baughman for co-leading!

                                                     Photos by Tom Schultz 
Those who braved the subzero wild chills along 
the Lake Michigan shore in Milwaukee and 
Sheboygan were able to see a variety of striking 
and less common gulls and waterfowl, includ-
ing a Red-throated Loon, a Long-tailed 
Duck, a small flock of Bufflehead and a 
Great Black-backed Gull (above).
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WSO Field Trip

Trip hits pay dirt with Prairie-chickens, 
Snowy Owls, shrikes, Rough-legs
By Tom Schultz 
WSO Field Trips Committee Co-chair 
     As our group gathered near the Buena 
Vista Wildlife Area kiosk around 8 a.m. the 
temperature was fairly mild for January – 
about 27 degrees. There was a moderate 
wind out of the northwest, bringing a bit of 
wind chill, but at least we weren’t dealing 
with severe cold. The skies were overcast, 
and our group numbered about 20, with 
nine cars. 
     Buena Vista is a 12,700-acre property in 
southwestern Portage County. It consists of 
scattered grassland parcels 10 miles east of 
Wisconsin Rapids and 4 miles south of Plo-
ver. In 2006 it was designated as an Import-
ant Bird Area and encompasses several state 
natural areas. 
     There wasn’t much bird activity near 
the kiosk, so our caravan moved out by 
about 8:15, heading east on Hwy. W toward 
Townline Rd. Near that intersection we had 
close views of a Common Raven and several 
American Crows -- and the differences be-
tween the two species were quite apparent. 
     We took Townline north to Lake Rd., then 
headed east. Some distance down the road 
we spotted a very white Snowy Owl sitting 
on the snow, surrounded by sparse clumps 
of grass.  
      After getting good looks at that beauty, 
we continued east, and not far away found 
a second Snowy Owl! This one was much 
darker, with lots of black barring. We had 
distant views of a Greater Prairie-chick-
en up in a small tree, but it didn’t stay there 
long. 
     Just a little farther we suddenly spotted 
a group of about a dozen Greater Prai-
rie-chickens sitting right along the road 
about a quarter mile ahead. We stopped the 
cars, hoping the birds would remain there 
while we got better looks, but they soon took 

flight. As the flock flew past, we were able 
to see that the group actually contained 21 
birds. We also spotted a Northern Shrike 
along Lake but it also took flight and disap-
peared. 
     Reaching Taft Rd. we turned south, and 
then west on Hwy. W, along which we saw 
little but two Rough-legged Hawks – 
although they were both perched fairly 
close to the road and provided good looks. 
At Townline Rd. we headed south on an 
unplowed stretch. We didn’t see much but 
Blue Jays, a few European Starlings and 
another Rough-legged Hawk. 
     Down a few miles we stopped in front of a 
home where several feeders have long been 
present, and we weren’t disappointed.  
      While there, we saw Mourning Dove, 
Black-capped Chickadee, White-breast-
ed Nuthatch, Dark-eyed Junco, and four 
species of woodpeckers. Downy, Hairy and 
Red-bellied were near the feeders, and 
a Red-headed was spotted flying to some 
nearby trees, but it never provided good 
looks. (Fortunately we were destined to see 
more later in the day.) 
     From there we headed west on Tower Rd., 
which we took to Hwy. 73 toward Nekoosa. 
Following a stop at a gas station, we con-
tinued across the Wisconsin River, then on 
toward Hwy. 173 and Babcock. 
       Near Sandhill Wildlife Area in Wood 
County we took Ball Rd. to the west, but 
this wild area was mostly devoid of birds – 
except for a few Blue Jays. 
     Reaching Cranberry Rd. we turned south, 
and soon spotted another Northern 
Shrike long the road, followed soon by 
another Rough-legged Hawk. We turned 
west onto N. Bear Bluff Rd. in Jackson Coun-
ty and drove through wooded areas until 
the landscape opened up to cranberry bogs, 
and Bear Bluff was in view to our west. We 

had hoped to find a Golden Eagle there, 
but unfortunately the cloudy skies were not 
conducive to soaring, so we weren’t able to 
spot one. 
     Bald Eagle and Common Raven were 
seen, along with a large group of Snow Bun-
tings on the gravel roadway and wheeling 
around over the snowy fields – perhaps 
more than 100! 
     Reaching Mather, we followed Hwy. H to 
the south, seeing mainly American Tree 
Sparrow and Dark-eyed Junco. At Hwy. 21 
we turned into Necedah National Wildlife 
Refuge in Juneau County.  

       Photos by Tom Schultz and Myles Hurlburt 
Along Lake Rd., trip participants got good 
looks at both a very white Snowy Owl (below 
left)  and a much darker Snowy with lots of 
black barring (below right). Along the same 
stretch they found the first of several North-
ern Shrikes (above).

Please turn to Page 17
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Falconers plead guilty to illegally bartering Northern Goshawk
By Eric Freedman 
Great Lakes Echo 
     Two master falconers have admitted that 
they conspired to illegally trade in wildlife 
and cover up the transportation of a female 
Northern Goshawk across state lines. 
     James Kitzman of Oak Creek, Wis., and 
Edward Taylor of Fruitport, Mich.,  pleaded 
guilty to violating the Lacey Act, a federal 
law that bans trafficking in wildlife, fish 
and plants that are illegally taken, pos-
sessed, transported or sold, according to 
a statement by the U.S. Attorney’s office in 
Madison. 
     In late 2016 through August 2017, Taylor 
and Kitzman “arranged to barter a North-
ern Goshawk taken from the wild in Vilas 
County, Wis., in exchange for a captive-bred 
Finnish Goshawk, and then cover up 
the receipt and transport of the Northern 
Goshawk from Wisconsin to Michigan,” the 
prosecution said. 
     The law makes it illegal to barter or sell 
Northern Goshawks because they are 
protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act. 
     The “Audubon Guide to North American 
Birds” describes the Northern Goshawk as “a 
powerful predator of northern and moun-
tain woods” that “hunts inside the forest or 
along its edge.” It takes its prey “by putting 
on short bursts of amazingly fast flight, 
often twisting among branches and crashing 
through thickets in the intensity of pursuit.” 

     Under 
their plea 
agreements, 
Taylor will 
get a $10,000 
fine when 
sentenced on 
Feb. 25, while 
Kitzman 
will be fined 
$15,000 on 
March 2. Nei-
ther man will 
go to jail. 
     The maxi-
mum penalty 
they could 
have faced is 
one year in prison and a $100,000 fine. 
     The charges followed an investigation led 
by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resourc-
es. The Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources assisted, but the probe didn’t 
identify any violations in Michigan. Here’s 
what happened, according to court docu-
ments: 
     Prosecutors alleged that Kitzman and 
three associates identified only as “S.C,” 
“B.C.” and “D.K.” illegally took two male 
goshawk nestlings from a nest in northern 
Wisconsin’s Chequamegon-Nicolet National 
Forest on May 26, 2017. The same day, they 
took two more goshawk nestlings from a 

nest located on state land in Vilas County. 
     Taylor wasn’t present when the nestlings 
were taken but traveled to Kitzman’s home 
the next day to get one of the birds taken 
from state land. He brought it back to Fruit-
port a day later. 
     Kitzman told B.C. that he “was giving the 
female goshawk nestling to Taylor because 
Taylor had previously given him a cap-
tive-bred Finnish Goshawk, and he owed 
Taylor a bird,” the criminal charge said.  
      “It was further part of the conspiracy 
that after the taking of the female goshawk 
nestling, Kitzman told S.C. and B.C. to ‘keep 
it hush-hush’ and not tell anybody.” 
     Asst. U.S. Atty. Daniel Graber said nobody 
else was being charged. Under the plea 
agreement, Taylor will give the goshawk to 
a raptor education group or rehabilitation 
center selected by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.  
      He’ll surrender the bird when he’s sen-
tenced, and it will then be transferred to a 
rehabilitator, Graber said. 
         Under his plea deal, Kitzman agreed not 
to “engage in the sport of falconry world-
wide” during his three-year probation. In 
addition, he’ll forfeit to the Wisconsin DNR 
the pickup used to illegally transport the 
Northern Goshawk. 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
Great Lakes Echo is a project of the Knight 
Center for Environmental Journalism at Mich-
igan State University.

     Photo by Norbert Kenntner   
            Northern Goshawk

The Nature Conservancy names new state director
     The Nature Conservancy (TNC) has cho-
sen Elizabeth Koehler as the new state 
director in Wisconsin. 
     Koehler brings more than 20 years of 
nonprofit management experience, fund-
raising leadership and board and staff devel-
opment to the job, most recently serving as 
the TNC’s deputy state director in Wisconsin 
and, before that, as its director of develop-
ment.  
      She steps into the role held by Mary 
Jean Huston, who retired from TNC after 
38 years with the organization and 20 as 
state director. 
     The transition comes at a pivotal time for 
TNC in Wisconsin, as the chapter prepares 
to celebrate its 60th anniversary in 2020.  
      The occasion also marks the launch of 
the chapter’s innovative three-year strategic 
plan, which calls for a new kind of conserva-
tion that aligns with the needs of a changing 
world.  
      To meet those evolving needs, TNC is 
focused on four main priorities: tackling 
climate change, providing food and water 
sustainably, building healthy cities, and a 
continued commitment to TNC’s core work 

of protecting the land and water upon which 
all life depends. All of this is being done 
while engaging more diverse audiences in 
the work of the chapter to find solutions to 
increasingly complex problems. 
     A series of anniversary events, including 
opportunities to explore TNC’s preserves in 
the state as well as to meet and mingle with 
others who love nature and want to protect 
it, is planned for the new year.  
      Koehler will also be traveling the state to 
introduce herself and talk with members, 
volunteers, and anyone interested in TNC’s 
work in Wisconsin. 
     Originally from Ohio, Koehler says she 
forged her love of nature while on vacations 
with her family in Wisconsin’s North Woods, 
and she continues to see it as a “magical 
state” today. 
     Koehler has formed and led teams of staff 
and volunteers in three successful fund-
raising campaigns over the last 15 years for 
TNC’s work locally, regionally and globally.  
      She also played a leadership role in 
strengthening TNC’s relationships with vol-
unteer leaders across the U.S. and stepped 
in as acting director of the Iowa program in 

2018. 
     Koehler has a background and education 
in the arts and communications.  
      She enjoys time in the outdoors trail run-
ning, rock climbing and wandering Wiscon-
sin (and beyond) with her husband, David 
Koehler.

Elizabeth Koehler
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Bird of the Month 

Pileated Woodpecker: Dryocopus pileatus
By Diana Hierlmeier 
      The Pileated Woodpecker is one 
of the largest, most striking birds on 
the continent and is almost the size of 
a crow.  
      These birds are mainly black with a 
red triangular crest that sweeps off the 
back of the head; they have a white line 
down the sides of the throat and show 

white on the wings 
when in flight.  
Adult males have 
a red line from the 
bill to the throat; in 
adult females this is 
black.  
      The bill is long 

and chiseled and about the length 
of the head. The tongue is long and barbed to extract termites or 
wood-boring beetle larvae, which can be more than an inch long, 
lying deep in the wood. Adult birds average 15.8 to 19.3 inches long, 
with a wingspan of 26 to 30 inches and an average weight of 11 
ounces. 
      While these birds do not sing, their loud rapid “kuk-kuk-kuk-kuk” 
calls are just as distinctive and accelerate slightly toward the end of 
the call. 
 
HABITS AND HABITAT 
      The Pileated Woodpecker mainly eats insects, especially carpen-
ter ants and wood-boring larvae. They also eat other insects such as 
flies, spruce budworms, caterpillars, cockroaches and grasshoppers. 
They are also known to eat fruit, nuts and berries -- including poison 
ivy, hackberry, sassafras, blackberry, sumac, holly, dogwood, persim-
mon and elderberry.  
      In some diet studies, ants constituted 40% of the Pileated’s diet, 
and up to 97% in some individuals. They may forage around the 
sides of human homes or even cars and can occasionally be attracted 
to suet feeders. Although they are less likely to visit feeders than 
the smaller species of woodpeckers, the Pileated may regularly be 
attracted to them in areas experiencing harsh winter conditions. 
      This species is non-migratory and lives in mature deciduous or 
mixed deciduous-coniferous woodlands of nearly every type, from 
tall Western hemlock stands in the Northwest, to the beech and ma-
ple forests of the Northeast, to the Cypress swamps of the South. 
      Throughout their range they also can be found in suburban areas 
with large trees and patches of woods. To find a Pileated Wood-
pecker, look in stands of mature forest with plenty of dead trees and 
downed logs; deep excavations into rotten wood are telltale signs of 
their presence. Also listen for this bird’s deep, loud drumming and 
shrill, whinnying calls. 
      Courtship displays by the Pileated include spreading wings 
(showing off the white patch), raising the crest and swinging the 
head back and forth. These birds also have been observed perform-
ing a courtship dance consisting of one bird bowing, scraping and 
stepping sideways in a circle around the other bird. At a prospective 
nest site, both sexes may tap or drum on nearby wood. 
      During breeding season, the male begins excavating the nest cavi-
ty and does most of the work, but the female contributes, particularly 
as the hole nears completion. The entrance hole is oblong rather 
than the circular shape of most woodpecker holes. Nest construction 
usually takes three to six weeks; holes are rarely reused.  The cavity 

depth can range from 10 to 24 inches, 
located 15 to 70 feet above the ground 
with an entrance hole of about 3 1/2 
inches. The cavity is unlined except 
for wood chips. Both parents incubate 
three to five eggs for 12 to 16 days. 
The young may take up to a month 
to fledge and may remain with their 
parents two to three months after 
fledging. 
      Predators for this species includes; 
martens, weasels, squirrels, rat snakes 
and gray foxes. Free-flying adults can 
be preyed on by Cooper’s Hawks, 
Northern Goshawks, Red-shoul-
dered and Red-tailed Hawks, 
Great Horned and Barred Owls 
and Bald Eagles.  

 
CONSERVATION 
      The Pileated Woodpecker is fairly common and numerous. Popu-
lations have steadily increased from 1966 to 2014, according to the 
North American Breeding Bird Survey. Currently they rate 7 out of 20 
on the Continental Concern Score.  
      Historically, the Pileated probably declined greatly with the 
clearing of the eastern forests but rebounded in the mid-20th century 
as these forests grew back.   While these birds are not considered 
threatened or endangered, their solitary nature makes them more 
susceptible to habitat loss, especially when mature forests are 
cleared or dead trees are removed. Because many other birds such 
as cavity-nesting ducks, swifts and owls will reuse Pileated nests, 
protecting them can help many other species.  
 
FUN FACTS 
-- The Pileated Woodpecker digs characteristically rectangular holes 
in trees to find ants. These excavations can be so broad and deep that 
they cause small trees to break in half. 
-- A Pileated pair stays together on its territory all year round. It 
will defend the territory in all seasons but will tolerate new arrivals 
during the winter. 
-- The oldest known Pileated was a male, and at least 12 years, 11 
months old when recaptured and re-released during banding opera-
tions in Maryland. 
-- The term “pileated” refers to the bird’s prominent red crest with 
the term from the Latin pileatus, meaning “capped.” 
 
REFERENCES AND RESOURCES 
Bannick, Paul, The Owl and The Woodpecker, The Mountaineers 
Books, Seattle, Wash., 2008. 
Bent, Arthur C., Life Histories of North American Woodpeckers. Dover 
Publications, New York, N.Y., 1964. 
Bull, Evelyn L. and Jerome A. Jackson, Pileated Woodpeckers, ver. 2. 
The Birds of North America, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, N.Y., 
2011. 
National Audubon Society, Sibley Guide to Bird Life and Behavior, 
Alfred A. Knopf, New York, N.Y., 2001. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Diana Hierlmeier, her husband, two dogs and an indoor cat enjoy 
an acre of farmland in Random Lake that is a Certified Wildlife Habitat 
and an Advanced Bird Habitat through the National Wildlife Federa-
tion.  The photograph of the woodpeckers is by Ryan Brady.
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Bird migration timing skewed by climate change
Birding Wire 
     A study using weather radar data collect-
ed over the past quarter-century detected 
bird migration changes on a continental 
scale according to a team of researchers that 
revealed the timing of spring bird migration 
across North America is shifting as a result 
of climate change. The study found that 
spring migrants were likely to pass certain 
locations earlier now than they did 20 years 
ago. Temperature and migration timing were 
closely aligned, with the greatest changes 
in migration timing occurring in regions 
warming most rapidly due to climate change. 
Using 24 years of weather radar data, the 
study found that during fall, shifts in migra-
tion timing were less apparent. 
     The study is one of the first to exam-
ine the subject on a continental scale was 
conducted by scientists from Colorado State 
University, the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, 

and the University of Massachusetts – and 
was recently published in the journal Nature 
Climate Change. 
     “To see changes in timing at continental 
scales is truly impressive, especially consid-
ering the diversity of behaviors and strate-
gies used by the hundreds of species of birds 
the radars record,” said lead author Kyle 
Horton, an assistant professor at Colorado 
State University. 
     Horton noted that the timing shift doesn’t 
necessarily mean that the birds are keep-
ing pace with climate change; and there’s 
concern about a mismatch between when 
birds arrive and when blooming plants and 
insects they need for food are at their peak 
abundance. 
     Andrew Farnsworth, co-author and 
researcher at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, 
said the team’s research answers some key 
questions: “Bird migration evolved largely as 

a response to changing climate. It’s a global 
phenomenon involving billions of birds an-
nually,” he explained. “It’s not a surprise that 
bird movements track changing climates, but 
how bird populations respond in an era of 
such rapid and extreme changes in climate 
has been a black box. Capturing scales and 
magnitudes of migration changes over time 
has been impossible until recently.” 
     The study authors found the lack of 
change in fall migration patterns surprising, 
but said migration also tends to be a “little 
bit messier” during late summer and fall 
months when there’s not the same pressure 
to reach wintering ranges, and migration 
tends to move at a slower pace. 
     What’s next? The researchers plan to 
expand their data analysis to include Alaska, 
where climate change is occurring faster 
and having more serious impacts than in the 
lower 48 states.

New tool for Lake Michigan migratory stopover sites
     The Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin, working with 
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, has completed and 
unveiled a new conservation planning resource that will aid in the 
identification, protection, restoration and management of major 
migratory bird stopover sites along Lake Michigan.  
     This new tool, which had input from the Western Great Lakes Bird 
and Bat Observatory, includes maps and protected area boundaries, 
site descriptions, stopover importance and conservation threats and 
opportunities for 42 priority stopover sites located within Wiscon-
sin’s Lake Michigan basin. 
     It is hoped that this document will support migratory bird stop-
over conservation efforts, including informing land protection and 
management activities, providing useful grant writing language, 
or incorporating this information into local, regional or statewide 
planning efforts.  
     The document was authored by Kim Kreitinger, Kim Grve-
les and Sumner Matteson of the Bureau of Natural Heritage 
Conservation in the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.           
      For example, among the 42 stopover sites is the Ozaukee Lake-
shore, which encompasses Harrington Beach State Park and Forest 
Beach Migratory Preserve, and extends two miles from shore to 
include Lake Michigan’s offshore waters.  
      Portions of this site have been designated an Important Bird Area 
by the Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative and a Natural Area of 
Countywide or Regional Significance by the Southeastern Wisconsin 
Regional Planning Commission. The tool explains the site’s stopover 
importance: 
     Ozaukee Lakeshore contains one of the few remaining stretches 
of undeveloped Lake Michigan shoreline in southeastern Wisconsin. 
It qualifies as a Priority Stopover Site because of its high relative 
abundance of migratory birds and the consistency of use between 
seasons (spring and fall).  
       More than 10,000 landbirds, waterfowl and waterbirds and 1,000 
raptors and shorebirds are estimated to use the site annually.  
      Flight transects funded by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service tal-
lied close to 100,000 diving ducks using the offshore waters during 
spring and fall migration. Long-tailed Ducks, Red-breasted Mer-
gansers and Greater Scaup were particularly abundant.  
     The Cedar Grove Ornithological Station has documented heavy 
use of the shoreline by migrant Sharp-shinned Hawks, Red-
tailed Hawks, Merlins and other raptors.  

  

According to eBird, more than 220 migratory species have been 
recorded at this site, including 51 Species of Greatest Conservation 
Need. The Ozaukee Lakeshore provides important foraging and 
roosting opportunities for a diverse suite of migrating species.  
     The waters of Lake Michigan are important migrating areas for 
birds that require large and/or deep bodies of water. Because so 
little undeveloped shoreline is left, the few remaining patches at this 
site provide critical rest stops for birds negotiating the large ecologi-
cal barrier of Lake Michigan.
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WSO Board Member Profile 

Jack Coulter 
Member-at-large

     Tell us a bit about your background. 
     I grew up in Pewaukee, in Waukesha 
County, and still reside there during breaks, 
but during the school year at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison I live in Middleton, 
just west of Madison. Outside of school and 
birding, I have also worked in several roles 
at Starbucks for the last six years. 
     I am a 21-year-old undergrad pursuing 
a double major in zoology and economics. 
After graduation, I plan on merging those 
two disciplines by attending law school 
and pursuing a career as an environmental 
attorney.  
      The birds, their habitats and the people 
who are working hard to protect them all 
are in greater need than ever of dedicated 
legal advocacy. 
 
     So tell us a little about how you first 
got involved in birding. 
     As the nephew of two field ornithologists, 
my interest in birding was piqued at a very 
young age. Going birding with them when 
they came to Wisconsin was something that 
I looked forward to every year, and still do.  
      My birding took off after I started using 
eBird in 2009. It was through eBird that I 
discovered so many other people around me 
were also interested in birds, which eventu-
ally led to joining the Benjamin F. Goss Bird 
Club in Waukesha and WSO.  
       Since I started birding long before I was 
able to drive, I will always be grateful to 
all the birders around the state who were 
willing to take me with them.  
 
     How did you come to join WSO? 

     I discovered WSO through a combination 
of exploring the content of the website as 
well as word of mouth from the birders I 
met.  
      I was eager to jump headfirst into the 
birding community and found WSO to be 
the best way to make that happen. I was 
especially interested in WSO’s field trips, 
which allowed me to learn from the leading 
birders in the state.  
      Over the years, I’ve met many lifelong 
friends by way of birding together on WSO 
field trips, in addition to exploring unfamil-
iar parts of this great state.  
 

     Where’s your favorite place to bird in 
Wisconsin? 
     I went on my first birding trip at the age 
of 4, when I went to Horicon Marsh with my 
Aunt Gina, a Florida-based field ornitholo-
gist who continues to inspire me to this day, 
along with her husband and fellow ornithol-
ogist, Adam.  
      I still remember watching groups of 
geese flying overhead and my aunt diving 
into the reeds to grab a garter snake for me 
to look at closely!  
      To this day, Horicon Marsh remains a 
very sentimental and nostalgic birding spot 
to me. I visit the refuge at least a dozen 
times a year, and without fail, I find some-
thing exciting while there. 
 
     What aspects of birding and WSO 
interest you the most?  
     I love everything about it! The physical 
and emotional appeal of watching every-
thing from cuddly songbirds to awesome 
raptors all while being out in the fresh air of 
the natural world, the challenge of find-
ing and identifying the birds around you, 
learning all about the biology and ecolog-
ical interactions between birds and their 
environment, and the scientific value that 
goes along with observing and recording all 
of the above. 
     I am excited to become more involved in 
both the day-to-day activities and the long-
term planning for WSO. 
      I currently serve on WSO’s Board of Di-
rectors, as a member of its Communications 
Committee and as WSO’s Facebook Page 
Administrator.

Jack Coulter, a UW-Madison undergrad, 
 is an at-large member of the WSO Board  
of Directors.

     We checked out a fairly open area that had 
tall, scattered Red Pines, and found several 
Red-headed Woodpeckers present.  
      Some in the group thought they heard an 
Eastern Screech-owl calling, but unfortu-
nately we weren’t able to confirm a location.   
      Our final destination was the Petenwell 
Dam, where about a dozen Bald Eagles 
were in view, along with several Common 
Mergansers.  
      We wrapped up the field trip about 2:15, 
still at only 28 degrees.  
     Thanks to  Jeff Baughman for co-lead-
ing.

                                                                                                                                                      Photo by Tom Schultz 
Hardy birders scan the horizon in hope of seeing a Golden Eagle in the Bear Bluff Area of 
Jackson County.

From Page 13

A very good winter 
birding adventure
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WSO BOOKSTORE ORDER FORM Price/Unit  Quantity  Total  
Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Wisconsin 

Wisconsin’s Favorite Bird Haunts 

Wisconsin Birds, Field Checklist 

Pack of 25  

Wisconsin Birds: A Checklist with Graphs 
(Bluebook) Supply is limited! 

WSO Passenger Pigeon Visor   Price reduced! 

 

WSO Passenger Pigeon Cap  

WSO “We Brake for Birds.” Bumper Sticker x 
.  3” x 12”.  2013

 
 
 

Item Total 

$2.00 and less = $1.50, $2.01-$20.00=$5.00, $20.01-$40.00=$6.50 
$40.01-$55.00=$8.00, $55.01-$70.00=$9.50, $70.01-$85.00=$11.00 
Over $85.00=call or email for amount 

Shipping and 
Handling 

Item Total plus Shipping and Handling Charges = Taxable Subtotal 
Figure tax (below) based on your county rate on this taxable subtotal. 

 
Taxable subtotal 

All counties 5.5% except as follows: Brown, Calumet, Kewaunee, 
Manitowoc, Menominee, Outagamie, and Winnebago=5.0%; Racine and 
Waukesha=5.1%; Milwaukee, Ozaukee, and Washington=5.6% 

Sales Tax 

Include payment made payable to WSO Bookstore and mail with form to: 
WSO Bookstore, c/o Dar Tiede, 2809 Schaefer Circle, Appleton, WI 54915 
Questions? Contact Dar at 920-997-9418 or bookstore@wsobirds.org 

TOTAL 

 

NAME
DATE
PHONE
EMAIL
County 
Comments

SHIP TO

Name

Address

City
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Adams    
Ashland    
Barron     
Bayfield     
Brown     
Buffalo     
Burnett     
Calumet    
Chippewa    
Clark    
Columbia     
Crawford     
Dane  
Dodge   
Door  
Douglas     
Dunn      
Eau Claire       
Florence   
Fond du Lac         
Forest  
Grant   
Green   
Green Lake        
Iowa      
Iron   

Jackson      
Jefferson    
Juneau     
Kenosha     
Kewaunee     
La Crosse          
Lafayette     
Langlade    
Lincoln    
Manitowoc    
Marathon     
Marinette      
Marquette    
Menominee     
Milwaukee     
Monroe    
Oconto     
Oneida    
Outagamie     
Ozaukee     
Pepin  
Pierce      
Polk   
Portage    
Price  
Racine   

Richland    
 Rock      
Rusk    
St. Croix        
Sauk   
Sawyer       
Shawano  
Sheboygan  
Taylor   
Trempealeau    
Vernon      
Vilas  
Walworth    
Washburn     
Washington     
Waukesha     
Waupaca    
Waushara      
Winnebago     
Wood      

 
FOLD AND SEND (see reverse)  

Bob Domagalski 
P.O. Box 396 

St. Nazianz, WI  54232  
or email to  

rcd2@new.rr.com

WSO TOTALS FORM 
Deadline:  March 1, 2020

 
Name____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2019 Wisconsin Year Total: (threshold 200)________________________________________________________________________ 
Wisconsin Life Total: (threshold 200) ________________________________________________________________________________ 
ABA Area Life Total: (threshold 400) __________________________________________________________________________________ 
The ABA Checklist delineation of the “ABA Area” will be used. This currently encompasses “the 49 continental United States, Canada, the French islands of St. 
Pierre et Miquelon, the adjacent waters to a distance of 200 nautical miles from land or half the distance to a neighboring country, whichever is less. Excluded by 
these boundaries are Bermuda, the Bahamas, Hawaii, and Greenland. (See http://blog.aba.org/2016/11/the-aba-adds-hawaii-now-what.html for an explanation 
of pending inclusion of Hawaii in “ABA Area.”)  Participation in submitting this total is limited to those who have a claim to being residents of Wisconsin.  
2019 BIGBY Total: (threshold 100) ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
BIGBY= Big Green Big Year. This number is the total of all the species seen by selecting a center point (most likely your residence) and then noting all the birds 
found when walking, biking, canoeing, etc. from this central location. Any species found with the aid of a motorized form of transportation are not countable.  
County Life Totals (threshold 125) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After each county for which you want to enter a county life total,  
please enter total on line provided:
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Fold in thirds, exposing return address.

Close with tape.

Attach correct postage.

DO NOT STAPLE!

Thank you.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                                                             

------------------------------                                                                                                             
------------------------------ 
------------------------------

BOB DOMAGALSKI 
POST OFFICE Box 396 

ST. NAZIANZ, WI 54232
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Crane Foundation to reopen HQ on June 27
     The crane gates will be open on Saturday, June 
27, for the official opening of International Crane 
Foundation headquarters near Baraboo. The site 
has been closed and under construction since 
November 2018. 
     The exhibit area has undergone a dramatic 
transformation as ICF renovated its crane exhibits 
so that each could have a water feature and natural 
landscaping.  
      In addition, ICF’s interpretive message will take 
flight beyond its headquarters to immerse visitors 
in the stories of the cranes and their cousins in the 
wild. 
     The $10 million renovation also includes the 
new George Archibald Welcome Center with an ex-
panded gift shop, an additional five exhibit murals, 
and a cranes and culture area featuring a crane 
fountain and a meditation garden. 
      Information about grand opening plans will be 
shared later. 
 
Whooper numbers stable in Central Flyway 
Birding Wire 
      Whooping Crane numbers in the Central Flyway migratory pop-
ulation remained stable at an estimated 504 individuals, according 
to Wade Harrell, the U.S. Whooping Crane recovery coordinator, who 
provided the following information:  
     Last summer, a total of 97 Whooping Crane nests were counted 
during aerial surveys in their nesting area in northern Canada in 
May, and during August, 37 fledglings were counted with adult pairs 
before the population began migrating south. 
     Each year the Central Flyway population of Whooping Cranes mi-
grates between their nesting range in and adjacent to Canada’s Wood 
Buffalo National Park on the border of the Northwest Territories 
and Alberta to their wintering range along the Gulf Coast of Texas, 
centered at Aransas National Wildlife Refuge. Overall, Whoopers mi-

grate a distance of about 2,500 miles. With some extended stopovers, 
especially in Saskatchewan, this journey can take up to 50 days. 
     During recent years, reintroduction efforts have been conducted 
to establish additional populations where Whooping Cranes former-
ly ranged. To date, three new populations have been established: 
one migratory population that nests primarily in Wisconsin and two 
non-migratory populations reintroduced in Louisiana and Florida. 
     The International Crane Foundation reports that the current 
estimated size of the Eastern Migratory Population is 86. The first 
week of January, the eastern Whoopers were wintering in 7 states, 
including 34 in Indiana, 20 in Alabama, 9 in Illinois, 4 in Kentucky, 2 
in Tennessee and 2 in Florida. Also, based on earlier sightings, it is 
assumed there are 2 more Whooping Cranes in Georgia and 3 more 
in Kentucky, although these 5 cranes were not confirmed during 
December. 
     The two non-migratory populations in Louisiana and Florida 
number 74 and 11 respectively, according to the Whooping Crane 
Conservation Association.

Americas focuses its efforts on the Ameri-
cas Flyways, working with more than 700 
groups from Canada to Argentina and the 
Caribbean – including 109 Bird City Wiscon-
sin communities.  
      Through education materials, trainings, 
social media and connections with program 
coordinators, World Migratory Bird Day 
works to raise awareness of migratory birds 
and to promote actions that protect our 
feathered travelers.  
     At the program’s heart is artwork that 
reflects the conservation theme. Selected 
through a rigorous, competitive process, 
artists from Haiti, Cuba, Mexico, the United 
States, Canada and other countries have 
portrayed issues ranging from the impacts 
of climate change to the benefits of shade 
coffee.  
      The final images feature the species that 
reflect these topics.  
     In 2020,t printmaker Sherrie York is 
developing the design that will be used to 
highlight “Birds Connect Our World.”  
      She has created portraits of 12 focal bird 

species: Northern Pintail, American 
Kestrel, Barn Owl, Western Sandpip-
er, Bar-tailed Godwit, Arctic Tern, 
Purple Martin, Calliope Hummingbird, 
Fork-tailed Flycatcher, Canada War-
bler, Yellow-breasted Chat and Baird’s 
Sparrow.  
      Each represents a different method of 
tracking birds, including banding, geoloca-
tors, feather analysis and citizen science.  
      Throughout the year, we will highlight 

these species, the tracking methods and 
communities on the ground that are working 
to make their journeys safer.  
     Which brings us back to Hope. The Whim-
brel was tracked over more than 50,000 
miles but disappeared in 2017, when Hurri-
cane Maria struck in the Virgin Islands.  
      Increasingly intense storms like Ma-
ria, pane-glass windows, loss of habitat, 
free-ranging cats and plastic pollution are 
just a few of the factors that World Migratory 
Bird Day will tackle in 2020.  
      We invite all Bird Cities to join our grow-
ing network of activities in 2020.  
     You can learn about Environment for the 
Americas at www.environmentamericas.
org and about World Migratory Bird Day in 
the Americas at www.migratorybirdday.
org.  
      The Bird Day site provides information 
about this year’s theme, downloadable 
educational and promotional materials, and 
a way to register your World Migratory Bird 
Day event on our global map.  
      For more information, write to info@
environmentamericas.org

Specialized tracking methods increase our awareness of migration

                                                   Photo by Lisa Yntema 
Hope in August 2017 after arriving at Great 
Pond, just a few  weeks before the arrival of 
two hurricanes.

From Page 1
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WBCI becomes WBCP and tackles a project to update state IBA data

ordinator amid funding cuts at the DNR and is evolving under 
a new strategic plan completed in 2018.  
      Its partnership encompasses more than 150 organizations 
around the state, including bird clubs, hunting and fishing 
groups, government agencies, land trusts, nature centers, envi-
ronmental groups, universities, and businesses.  
     Notable recent additions to its Steering Committee include 
key representatives from Gathering Waters (a coalition of 
state land trusts), the Western Great Lakes Bird and Bat Ob-

servatory, Bird City Wisconsin, the Cofrin 
Center for Biodiversity at the University 
of Wisconsin-Green Bay and the Ameri-
can Transmission Co. 
      WBCI has accomplished a lot in two 
decades; examples include: 
-- Helping the public understand risks 
to birds and how they can be reduced, 
including publication of issue papers 
on cats, climate change, deer herbivory, 
window collisions, wind power, birding 
ethics, pesticides, and lead poisoning. 
-- Drafting the Wisconsin All Bird 

Conservation Plan, a major undertaking, synthesizes the con-
servation needs and issues for 116 priority bird species and 
provides recommendations for habitat protection, restoration, 
and management that will have the greatest impact on state 
bird populations.  
-- Helping establish Bird City Wisconsin, modeled on The 
Arbor Day Foundation’s Tree City USA, to ensure all of Wiscon-
sin’s communities and residents maintain healthy populations 
of birds and grow an appreciation for them.  
-- Launching and coordinating citizen-science surveys for owls, 
nightjars, secretive marsh birds, and earlier, Red-shouldered 
Hawks; aiding in establishing the Wisconsin eBird portal; guiding 
efforts of the Midwest Coordinated Bird Monitoring Network. 
-- Helping to develop the Great Wisconsin Birding and Nature 
Trail, a set of birding guides for five regions of the state, and an 
accompanying bird checklist booklet.  
-- Hosting statewide meetings to highlight bird conservation 
issues. Meeting topics have included “Wisconsin Urban Bird Work-
shop,” “Neotropical Migrants: Insuring Their Return,” “Power of Part-
nerships,” “Wisconsin Bird Education Summit.” “Making Our Private 
Lands Count for Birds” and “SOS for Our Aerial Insectivores.” 
     The new strategic plan vowed to put the state’s IBAs to work for 
bird conservation.  
      When 92 “critical sites for the conservation and management of 
Wisconsin’s birds” were identified in a 240-page book published in 
2007, Wisconsin was seen as a leading partner in a global network 
of more than 12,000 IBAs identified in 200 countries that exists 
to identify and encourage voluntary protection of critical habitat 
for birds throughout their annual lifecycle — breeding, migration, 
wintering.   
     However, a decade of shifting state priorities marked by declining 
funding and staffing for WBCI left that conservation phase for many 
IBAs in the lurch.  
     Led by Chair Karen Etter Hale, the Steering Committee 
established an eight-member Committee on IBA Oversight and Fund-
raising to raise the funds needed, draw up a work plan and hire the 
needed staff.  The Observatory agreed to serve as fiscal agent for the 
project, which will be managed by WBCP’s IBA Committee. 
     In Wisconsin, WBCP coordinates the state’s 93 IBAs (the Milwau-
kee County Parks were added in 2019), but its efforts to date have 
focused exclusively on identification and designation of new areas. 

While this is an important first step, WBCP recognizes that proactive 
coordination will be critical for conservation efforts within IBAs to 
reach their full potential.  
     The goal established for Prestby is to develop a process for assess-
ing and prioritizing Wisconsin IBAs based on a range of criteria. Data 
collection and analysis will include:        
      1) A general assessment of the conservation values of each exist-
ing IBA,  
      2) Defining the short- and long-term threats to habitat loss and 
degradation and their potential resilience in the face of climate 
change, and  
      3) Contacting local stakeholders to assess the human capital and 
local organizational capacity. 
     Prestby will work with the WBCP IBA Committee, the DNR, local 
stakeholders and other experts to develop the assessment and then 
identify conservation opportunities and identify strategies (includ-
ing key stakeholders and funding opportunities) to enact partner-
ships in 5 to 15 IBAs 
     IBAs are distinguishable due to their ornithological importance 
from surrounding areas.  They vary considerably in size and may 
include public land, private land, or a mix of both.  
      Recognition of a site as an IBA, however, does not confer any legal 
status or regulatory requirements. But the IBA designation can fos-
ter voluntary management of areas to protect and enhance their bird 
populations, can be used in land management planning to emphasize 
an area’s importance to birds, and can help justify funding to support 
habitat enhancement of existing lands and the expansion of protect-
ed areas for the benefit of birds.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
WBCP’s strategic plan: http://www.wisconsinbirds.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/07/WBCI-Strategic-Plan-2018.pdf    
A fuller look at WBCI’s accomplishments: http://www.wisconsinbirds.
org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/WBCIAccomplishments_2002-17.
pdf
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Songbirds are shrinking;  
rising temperatures cited 
Wall Street Journal 
     North American songbirds have been shrinking steadily in size 
over the past 40 years, according to scientists who measured tens 
of thousands of the feathered creatures from dozens of different 
species and attributed the changes to rising temperatures. 

     As the birds’ bodies got smaller, their wings 
gradually got longer, the scientists said in a 
paper published Wednesday in the journal 
Ecology Letters. The longer wings, the re-
searchers said, may help offset the loss of body 
mass so the birds can fly efficiently on their 
long migrations. 
     The changes were too small to be apparent 
to the naked eye, the scientists said, amounting 
to a gram or so in weight per bird and a few 

millimeters change in individual wing length. 
     “But we see them consistently across so many species, across male 
and female, across ages and all these things that can introduce vari-
ability,” said Benjamin Winger, a University of Michigan evolutionary 
biologist who was the senior scientist on the project. “Almost all 
signs point to the body size getting smaller while the wing is getting 
longer.” 
     The findings were based on measurements of more than 70,000 
birds collected since 1978 at the Field Museum of Natural History in 
Chicago. The birds belonged to 52 different species.  The sparrows, 
warblers, thrushes and other birds were all killed when they collided 
with high-rise buildings in Chicago between 1978 and 2016. 
      “Despite the diversity of so many species, they are all changing 
in the same way,” said Brian Weeks, an evolutionary ecologist at the 
University of Michigan who was lead author. “We can say with a fair 
amount of confidence that the changes are associated with increas-
ing temperatures.” 
     Warm-blooded animals are generally larger in cold climates and 
smaller in warm climates because more compact creatures usually 
release heat more quickly, according to biologists and ecologists. 
     Given the well-established link, many scientists had predicted in 
recent years that global warming would affect the size of many ani-
mals. The new findings are the latest in a series of technical reports 
that link changes in body size among birds to warmer temperatures 
around the world. 
     Migrating birds in the modern world face many hazards affecting 
their growth and survival, from vanishing nesting grounds, dwin-
dling food sources and pesticide use, to domestic cats, which kill up 
to 3 billion birds annually, according to the Migratory Bird Center at 
the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 
     Collisions with high-rise buildings kill another 600 million or so 
migrating birds every year, according to the Cornell Lab of Ornitholo-
gy at Cornell University. 
 
Seabirds documented 
using tools for body care 
National Geographic 
     For the first time, a team of researchers has documented seabirds 
using tools, as shown in a video of a Puffin rubbing at its feathers 
with a small twig.  
      Though humans have been wielding objects external to their 
bodies for practical purposes for millions of years, fewer than 1% of 
Earth’s other species do the same. The new study, published in the 
journal PNAS, appears to grant puffins membership to this exclusive 

club of tool-savvy animals. 
     Only two puffins have been observed 
exhibiting the stick-scratching behavior so far 
though—and just one was captured on cam-
era. But the video makes them the first known 
tool-using seabirds, and the only example of 
a bird scratching itself with a tool in the wild, 
reports Jonathan Lambert for Science News. 
     University of Oxford ecologist Annette L. 
Fayet spotted the first puffin in 2014 on a remote island off the coast 
of Wales.  
      Though she quickly scrawled a note about the resourceful sea-
bird, which had itched its back with a stick while bobbing in the sea-
water beneath a cliff, Fayet didn’t snap any photographic evidence. 
Then, four years later, one of Fayet’s motion-sensor cameras on 
Grimsey Island in Iceland—more than 1,000 miles away—captured 
another puffin giving its chest feathers the same treatment. 
     Several other species of birds use tools. Clever crows have been 
seen hooking grubs with twigs; vultures are known to crack open 
ostrich eggs with rocks.  
      While seabirds have mostly been written off as tool users, in part 
because of their smaller brains, the new study shows they’re just as 
capable as their land-based cousins, Lambert reports. 
 
Threatened Species Red List: 
Update has good, bad news 
Birding Community E-bulletin 
     The latest update of the international Red List of Threatened 
Species was released last month. BirdLife International updated the 
threat status for 59 bird species worldwide; rankings improved for 

35 species and worsened for 24. 
     Among the improvements are the flight-
less Guam Rail - the second bird in history 
to recover after being declared Extinct in the 
Wild, following the California Condor.  
      Once widespread on the island of Guam, 
the rail’s numbers declined after the brown 

tree snake was accidentally introduced there at the end of World 
War II.  
      In 1987, the last wild Guam Rail was killed by this invasive pred-
ator. Thanks, however, to a 35-year captive breeding program, the 
Guam Rail is now established on the neighboring Cocos Island. But 
the bird is still classified as Critically Endangered -- one step away 
from extinction. 
     Dominica’s national bird, the Imperial Parrot, has suffered 
from the increase of hurricanes in the Caribbean. The parrot species 
declined from Endangered to Critically Endangered after Hurricane 
Maria in 2017, the strongest hurricane on record to have struck the 
island. Fewer than 50 mature individuals are estimated to be in the 
wild. 
     North America’s Black Rail was one of two species downgrad-
ed from Near Threatened to Endangered. The rail lives in saline, 
brackish and freshwater marsh habitats, wet meadows and savanna, 
coastal prairies and impoundments.  
      Surveys show declines of 90% in some parts of its range. Under 
the U.S. Endangered Species Act, the rail’s eastern subspecies is pro-
posed to be listed as threatened, a position it has held since October 
2018. 
     For more details on the updated Red List, see here: 
     https://www.iucn.org/news/species/201912/species-recover-
ies-bring-hope-amidst-biodiversity-crisis-iucn-red-list 
     For readers wishing to access all the past E-bulletins on the 
National Wildlife Refuge Association (NWRA) website, visit https://
www.refugeassociation.org/birding-community-e-bulletin 

Bird Digest
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City/State/Zip ___________________________________________
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PLEASE CIRCLE APPROPRIATE MEMBERSHIP LEVEL:
Include a $10 surcharge in all categories if you want 
mail delivery of The Badger Birder.

Student/$25                                  
Senior/$25 (No Passenger Pigeon)                    
Household/$40                             
Sustaining/$100                            
Conservation Advocate/$200       

Make check payable to WSO and send with form to: WSO Membership / P.O. Box 3024 / Madison, WI 53704-3024

      If you use email but still are getting the black-and-white snail-
mail version of The Badger Birder you are missing out on a lot. 
      In recent years the eBirder has added many color photos (most 
of them of birds) and graphics along with an increased amount of 
content. Printing in color costs a lots, so if you are still getting the 
newsletter by mail, it remains in black and white; but on the inter-
net we added the color for free. 
      So if you already use email, this might be the time to switch 

to the eBirder. All it takes is an email request to membership@
WSOBirds.org 
      And did you know that you can look up past issues of the month-
ly Birder on the WSO website? Check out https://wso.wildapricot.
org/Badger-Birder 
      Only members receive the most recent issues, so if you want to 
keep up on current happenings, keep your membership up-to-date 
or join WSO today.

Try the eBirder and enjoy color in The Badger Birder 


