
Vol. 79, No. 1 • Spring 2017

Passenger
PIGEON

Journal of the WisconsIn Society for Ornithology

The



EDITORS
Charles A. Heikkinen and 
Delia O. Unson
608. 206. 0324 • 608. 235. 8914
passengerpigeon@wsobirds.org 

PEER REVIEW EDITOR
Matt Hayes
608. 291. 2447
mhayes315@hotmail.com

ASSISTANT EDITOR 
Amy Staffen
608. 238. 0450
astaffen@tds.net

ASSISTANT EDITOR (Art)
Michael Huebschen
920. 426. 3256
mhuebschen4@gmail.com

FIELD NOTE COMPILER (Spring)
Sunil Gopalan
608. 824. 9286
sgopalan@umich.edu

FIELD NOTE COMPILER (Summer)
Darwin Tiede
920. 997. 9418
crepuscular@new.rr.com

FIELD NOTE COMPILER (Autumn)
Robert C. Domagalski
920. 881. 4002
rcd2@new.rr.com

FIELD NOTE COMPILER (Winter)
Ted Keyel
715. 326. 0899
erkeyel@gmail.com

The Passenger Pigeon (ISSN 0031-2703) is pub-
lished quarterly (Spring, Summer, Fall, Win-
ter) by The Wisconsin Society for Ornithology,
11923 W. Bender Road, Milwaukee, WI 53225.
Periodicals Postage Paid at Milwaukee, WI and
at additional mailing offices, including
Lawrence, KS 66044. Subscription rates are 
$35 domestic; $45 foreign. Back issues may be
obtained for $8 each. “POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to The Passenger Pigeon, 
Kim Kreitinger, PO Box 3024, Madison, WI
53704-3024.” 

Membership rates per year are: Individual, $30;
Family, $35; Youth/Student, $15.00;  Senior,
$15.00; Sustaining, $75; Library, (Passenger
 Pigeon only) $25. Life membership (Single),
$600; Life (Couple), $700; Patron, $1,000 are
one time payments. Contact: Kim Kreitinger,
PO Box 3024, Madison, WI 53704-3024 with
membership and mailing-related questions.

Send all manuscripts and related correspon-
dence to the Editors. Information for “Seasonal
Field Notes” should be sent to the Bird Reports
Coordinator (see inside back cover). Art work
and questions about the art should be sent to
the Assistant Editor for art (see left column).
Manuscripts that deal with Wisconsin birds, or-
nithological topics of interest to WSO members,
and WSO activities are considered for publica-
tion. For detailed submission guidelines, please
refer to “Guidelines for Authors and Artists,”
found near the back of this and following issues.

Copyright © 2017 by The Wisconsin Society for
Ornithology, Inc. Except for purposes of re-
view, material contained herein may not be re-
produced without written consent.

Front Cover: Many thanks to Vicki Sokolowski for
sharing her beautiful, height-of-spring capture of a
male Baltimore Oriole in Rusk County in mid-May.

Passenger
PIGEON

The

Vol. 79, No. 1 • Spring 2017

WSO website: wsobirds.org



CONTENTS SPRING 2017

Volume 79, Number 1

President’s Statement: Searching for Gems in the Library Basement 1
Michael John Jaeger

From the Editors’ Desk: Big Money vs. Nature 5

Nest Site and Post-Fledging Habitat Associations of Acadian 
Flycatchers, Empidonax virescens in the Baraboo Hills 7

Maia E. Persche, Michael J. Mossman, Max A. Henschell
and Anna M. Pidgeon

First Record of Tropical Kingbird (Tyrannus melancholicus) 
for Wisconsin 17

Nicholas M. Anich and Ryan S. Brady

The Spring Season: 2016 23
Sunil Gopalan

Aldo Leopold’s “On a Monument to the Pigeon”:
A Lesson in Biotic Empathy 99

Rebecca Nelson

50 Years Ago in The Passenger Pigeon 103
Nancy Nabak

“By the Wayside”—Spring 2016 105

WSO Records Committee Report: Spring 2016 111
Quentin Yoerger

In Memoriam: Daniel D. Berger 119
Tom Meyer

About the Artists 121

Notes and Announcements 125



President’s Statement

Searching for Gems
in the Library Basement

I’ll admit I’m smitten with books, and magazines, and journals. Real paper,
printed with words. My favorite places include many a book store or library.

Close to the top of my list of favorite activities is sitting in a comfortable spot and
reading, preferably a printed document.

Yes, I have a Kindle, a tablet, a laptop (used for drafting this column), and a
desktop computer. I use these for more than just playing Solitaire, at least on most
days, to read and scan and browse the written electronic word. But, I’d rather
have a book. 

Something about the written word on paper that appeals to me more than the
electronic version. It just may be that’s what I had when growing up, what I’m used
to. It may also be that electronic words often seem so fleeting, not really a permanent
idea, just a brief presence then gone. A real book or journal, on the other hand,
seems to have a history and a future, along with it’s being here in the present.

Recently I started attending University of Wisconsin classes as a Senior Audi-
tor. Upon registering I was issued a UW Student ID, giving me access to all the
Madison campus libraries. Fresh ID card in hand, I headed directly to the Me-
morial Library. In minutes I found the shelf holding the 14 volume set of Henry
David Thoreau’s Journals. 40 years ago, in my earlier UW student days, when
caught up in the rush and study and demands of student life, reading Thoreau’s
Journals helped me re-center myself, to bring things back into perspective.

There’s many a written treasure lurking in the university libraries. For one, I’ve
started poking around in the shelves of Masters Theses and Ph.D. Dissertations. I
started simply by going back and reading the work done by friends and colleagues
from my student days, I helped with field work for some of those studies. This
week I decided to look at some I hadn’t read before, to browse for hidden treas-
ures. I started by skimming the index of Sam Robbins’ Wisconsin Birdlife, which
references many of these unpublished graduate documents. Four titles caught
my eye, each seeming to be a different form of investigation.  While not compre-
hensively covering all forms of investigation (if there actually is such a thing), they
fun to read and try to understand.

Approach One: focusing on bird community changes at a single location over time

Dlutkowski, Lisa Ann. 1986. Changes in breeding bird abundance in Dunn’s
Marsh, Wisconsin. Master of Science Thesis, University of Wisconsin-Madison,
88 pp.

Lisa studied breeding bird populations over an 18-year period at a small wetland
near the edge of Madison. This wetland is in a rapidly developing area. She com-
pared bird population changes to alterations in environmental conditions both
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within and near the wetland system. To characterize bird populations over the
long-term she used five breeding bird surveys previously done by others (1967,
1969, 1972, 1978, and 1980) along with her own survey in 1985. 

In the years immediately preceding her study, land use changes around Dunn’s
Marsh led to increased levels of surface water runoff and sediments entering the
marsh. In addition, the seasonal patterns of runoff were also changing.  The re-
sulting increased, and steady, water levels in the marsh eliminated much of the
marsh’s emergent vegetation, replacing it with open water. In addition, an increase
in wet soils at the fringe of the marsh allowed increased shrub invasion. Signifi-
cant changes in bird populations reflected the vegetative changes. Her thesis then
explored various management options that might be considered to alter the ex-
isting hydrology patterns to reduce the recent high surface water inflow rates.

Approach Two: focus on distribution of a single species across the state

Robin P. White. 1980. Distribution and habitat preference of the Upland Sand-
piper in Wisconsin. Master of Science Thesis, University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son, 145 pp.

Robin studied the distribution and habitat preference of the Upland Sandpiper
for her 1980 Master’s Thesis.  At that time, there was much concern about this
grassland bird. Extensive habitat changes, along with market hunting, had taken
a significant toll on their population. Robin used four survey approaches for her
analyses. The first was a joint effort of Department of Natural Resources and WSO
to collect Upland Sandpiper observations. Second, she used Breeding Bird Sur-
vey (BBS) route data. Third, she did her own surveys using BBS protocol. And
fourth, she tried, not altogether successfully, to collect sandpiper observations
using DNR’s annual rural mail carrier surveys. 

Her thesis estimated the population size in Wisconsin and evaluated various
factors related to habitat suitability. She found that, in general, upland sandpipers,
while scattered about the state, were concentrated in in the northeast, especially
Door County and near Lake Winnebago. She concluded that “. . . while native
grassland is still the most preferred nesting habitat of this species, annually grazed
prairie along with burned pasture, idle land, and hayfields provide a second
choice for nesting. Additional human-made landscapes, which retain a flat to-
pography and grassy vegetation, such as various airfields throughout the state, are
also accepted.” 

Approach Three: look at bird community patterns across gradients of a habitat type

Wood, Levi E. 1979. A Comparison of Breeding Bird Communities in Northern
Wisconsin Pine Forests. Master of Science Thesis, University of Wisconsin-
Madison, 74 pp.

The example is the past work of a current WSO Board member Levi Wood. Levi’s
1979 Zoology Master’s work is an example of looking at bird community patterns
across a range of habitats. In this case, 26 northern forest stands dominated by
pines (white, red and jack) in Vilas, Oneida and Forest Counties.

He concluded that the bird community composition in a particular stand was
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related to the particular pine species present. He suggested that this may be the
result of the birds responding to physical structure of the forest resulting from
which of pine species was dominant in that stand. This was based on an ordina-
tion analysis looking at twelve vegetation factors. He did not find any distinct gaps
when using his ordination analyses, suggesting there is considerable habitat over-
lap rather than discrete bird communities present. There were, however, some
repeating clusters of bird species, one representing stands dominated by Jack pine
and another in white pine dominated stands.

Approach Four: look at specific behavioral patterns

Joan M. Knoekel. 1978. Sources of variability in the songs of the Yellow-headed
Blackbird Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. Master of Science Thesis, University
of Wisconsin-Madison, 95 pp.

Joan studied Yellow-headed Blackbird song patterns. She described her work as a
“description of the full songs of the Yellow-headed Blackbird . . . was undertaken,
including an analysis of which song parameters may be employed in species recog-
nition and which may be encoding individual or geographical differences. Two
populations were compared, one from Oregon, the other from Wisconsin.” 
I never spent much time studying song patterns or behavior in birds, so her

brief description of her work is about all that I could initially understand. It was
interesting to see Joan explore how different components of blackbird vocaliza-
tions carried species-specific information, while other parts of the song served to
identify individuals. The physical nature of the marsh environment was explored
to help understand why yellow-head songs used particular frequencies and other
sound characteristics.

Closing Thoughts

Masters Theses and Ph.D. Dissertations are an interesting type of document.
They document an important part of a graduate student’s learning experience.
For some, the results in the bound document will show up in other forms else-
where, as journal articles or presentations at scientific meetings. The work may
represent the starting point of a fruitful research career for that student. Or it
may document a one-and-done effort, the end of the investigative line for that
student. It’s sad to think that for some, their hard work will end up ignored in a
dusty volume in a library basement. 
For me, it’s been fun searching the darks corners of the UW-Madison Memorial

Library for hidden treasures. This isn’t the only place, however, to find these often
times unpublished results of graduate student research in Wisconsin, they can
also be found on the Stevens Point, Milwaukee and Green Bay campuses. I won-
der if my UW-Madison ID would get me in to these other libraries . . .

Michael John Jaeger, President
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Michael Huebschen imaged this Hairy Woodpecker in Goose Island County Park, La Crosse County,
early in March.
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From the Editors’ Desk

Big Money vs. Nature 

Michael John Jaeger’s president’s statement creates a sense of peace and pur-
pose, a counterpoint to the cacophony and madness of the past Presidential

election and its outcome. No previous change of administrations in our nation has
even approached the possibly cataclysmic consequences of the past election. It’s
important, as a result, to remind ourselves that the earth and all species on our
planet still require all the love and attention we can muster, even more than be-
fore. 

As just one of the consequences, we may have to rely on our private resources
to support the natural world. At the state level, we see that we can rely less and less
on governmental support for the protection of any of our natural resources, not
to mention the birdlife that is particularly vulnerable to the depredations of
mankind. Climate change and even science have been denied validity. On top of
that, the new POTUS and his immediate circle of advisors appear by supporting
big business to be advancing the destruction of natural habitat. Mining and
drilling threaten to escalate, once-protected lands are being opened for com-
mercial use. The Keystone XL and Dakota Access Pipelines have restarted work
against the wishes of people living in their paths, including Native Americans,
who will now run the risk of additional contaminants in the water. Human greed
appears on the verge of crushing its remaining governmental restraints.

Considering this, can we even hope, with our efforts to save habitat vital for
wildlife’s survival, to counter these contrary developments? The answer is simple.
We must. We have no choice if our children and grandchildren are to inherit a
world that is safe, where wildlife and our climate are respected and protected.
What can we do? We can inform ourselves via the publications and websites of or-
ganizations such as the National Audubon Society (www.audubon.org) and Green-
peace (www.greenpeace.org). We can make our voices and persons known to our
state and national representatives. We can teach our children the absolute im-
portance of protecting our natural heritage. We can support local and national or-
ganizations devoted to reclamation and preservation of habitat. Inaction and si-
lence won’t work. Our commitment to making a difference will.

—Chuck Heikkinen & Delia Unson
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A Black-necked Stilt captures food in Horicon Marsh, Dodge County, as seen by Jeff Galligan in late
April.
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ABSTRACT

Acadian Flycatchers (Empidonax
virescens) are Neotropical migrants that
nest within continuous forest interiors. They
reach the northern edge of their breeding
range in Wisconsin, where they are listed by
the Department of Natural Resources as
“State Threatened” and are found through-
out the southern half of the state south of
45°N latitude. Our goal was to identify
habitat associations of Acadian Flycatcher
nest sites and foraging juveniles in unfrag-
mented wet mesic forests in the Baraboo Hills
in Sauk and Columbia counties. In 2014,
we located nineteen Acadian Flycatcher nests
in interior forest habitat at least 100 meters
from the nearest human disturbance. We

found that successful nests (those from which
at least one juvenile fledged) and nests with
lower rates of brood parasitism by Brown-
headed Cowbirds (Molothrus ater) were
associated with greater nest tree diameter and
height, and with the use of eastern hemlock
(Tsuga canadensis) as a nest substrate.
Additionally, successful nests were in areas
with high tree basal area and high frequency
of white pine (Pinus strobus) and hemlock
in the overstory. Compared to nest sites, fledg-
lings were observed foraging in a greater
range of habitat types and were less strongly
associated with hemlock. Understanding the
habitat associations of Acadian Flycatchers
in the Baraboo Hills is useful for informing
land management decisions that will benefit



the species long-term conservation in Wis-
consin and throughout their range.
Key Words: Acadian Flycatcher,

Brown-headed Cowbird, eastern hem-
lock, interior forest, juvenile foraging,
Neotropical Migrant, nesting habitat

INTRODUCTION

The Acadian Flycatcher (Empidonax
virescens) is a Neotropical migrant
passerine that nests in forests through-
out the eastern United States and
reaches the northwestern edge of its
range in the Driftless Area of south-
western Wisconsin, which includes the
Baraboo Hills. Acadian Flycatchers are
associated with wooded ravines (Bull
1964; Mumford and Keller 1984;
Brauning 1992; Stoddard 1922;
Schorger 1927) and large tracts of ma-
ture interior forests (Mossman and
Lange 1982; Freemark and Collins
1992; Rodewald et al. 2013). These con-
tinuous forests have been lost to frag-
mentation in many regions of the
breeding range, and in Wisconsin
where the species is “State Threatened”
(Kreitinger et al. 2013) it depends pri-
marily on protected areas (i.e., areas
with minimal infrastructure and build-
ings) such as state parks, state natural
areas, and reserves managed by other
entities.

Female Acadian Flycatchers con-
struct woven nests using vegetation and
spider webs, and lay an average of three
eggs, which are incubated 13–15 days
(Whitehead and Taylor 2002). There
are records of double brooding even at
the northern edge of the range (e.g., in
Michigan; Walkinshaw 1966). Double
brooding has also been observed in the
Baraboo Hills where eggs have been
found in active nests as late as 25 July
(Mossman and Lange 1982).

Brown-headed Cowbirds (Molothrus
ater) commonly parasitize nests of song-
birds, including Acadian Flycatchers by
laying their eggs in the host’s nest.
While generally associated with agri-
cultural landscapes where they forage,
Brown-headed Cowbirds are able to
penetrate interior forest-nesting species
due to increased edge created by habi-
tat fragmentation. Accordingly, rates of
brood parasitism of Acadian Flycatcher
nests are higher in more fragmented
(Robinson et al. 1995) and more ur-
banized (Rodewald 2009) landscapes.
Brood parasitism is a significant threat
to Acadian Flycatcher populations be-
cause parasitized nests have low rates of
fledging (Whitehead and Taylor 2002),
and thus, recruitment suffers where
parasitism rates are high. 

Habitat in which juvenile Acadian
Flycatcher survival is high may or may
not be similar to habitat required for
successful nesting. In some forest
passerine species, juveniles have been
observed foraging with their parents in
habitat that differs significantly from
that in which the nests were located
(e.g., Ovenbirds; King 2006; Streby and
Andersen 2013). However, other
species use habitat during post-fledging
foraging that is similar to natal habitat
(e.g., Willow Flycatchers; Vormwald et
al. 2011). In the Baraboo Hills, only
nest site habitat for Acadian Flycatchers
has been previously characterized.
Specifically, in the 1970s, nest density
was highly correlated with sugar maple
(Acer saccharum) and eastern hemlock
(Tsuga canadensis), and nests were com-
monly located in forks of thin horizon-
tal branches of hemlock and witch
hazel (Hamamelis virginiana) in mesic
forests and wooded ravines (Mossman
and Lange 1982).

The goal of our study was two-fold.

8 Nest Site and Post-fledging Habitat Associations of Acadian Flycatchers



First, we wanted to identify habitat in
the Baraboo Hills that contributes to
Acadian Flycatcher nest success and ju-
venile survival. As part of this goal we
compared our findings about nest sites
with those of a previous characteriza-
tion of breeding habitat conducted >35
years ago (Mossman and Lange 1982).
Second, we sought to identify habitat
associated with foraging activity of ju-
venile birds during the two-three-week
period of post-fledging juvenile de-
pendence on parents (Mumford 1964).
Determining the specific habitat used
by this species during these two critical
life history stages will be a useful refer-
ence for guiding any management ac-
tions undertaken for Acadian Flycatch-
ers in Wisconsin and throughout its
range.  

METHODS

Study Area: Encompassing 144,000
acres, the Baraboo Hills (Sauk and Co-
lumbia Counties) contain the largest
remaining block of continuous hard-
wood forest in southern Wisconsin.
The Baraboo Hills is a popular recre-
ation destination, containing Devil’s
Lake State Park, as well as 10 properties
managed by The Nature Conservancy
and 15 State Natural Areas. We con-
ducted our study in stream gorges and
mesic forests in four study areas: three
properties managed by The Nature
Conservancy (Pine Hollow, Pan Hollow,
and Baxter’s Hollow) and one man-
aged by the State of Wisconsin (Pine
Glen within Devil’s Lake State Park; Fig.
1). All four sites contain hardwood for-
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Figure 1. Location of 19 Acadian Flycatcher (Empidonax virescens) nests at four study sites in the
Baraboo Hills of southern Wisconsin. 



est with white pine (Pinus strobus) oc-
curring in all but Pan Hollow, and hem-
lock occurring only in Pine Hollow. 
Nest-site Data Collection and Analysis:

We searched for Acadian Flycatcher
nests in forest located at least 100 m
from the nearest road, trail, or other
habitat disturbance. During May-July
2014, we searched for Acadian Fly-
catcher nests using direct observation
of adult behavior and systematic search-
ing (Martin and Geupel 1993). We
checked the progress and stage of nests
every one to three days until they were
no longer active by viewing through
binoculars from a distance, and when
possible by using a mirror on a stick,
held above the nest, to determine the
contents. Once located, nest monitor-
ing occurred throughout June and July. 

During August 2014 after nesting ac-
tivity ended, we characterized the un-
derstory and overstory at nest sites. To
estimate the understory structure, we
recorded the species and number of
saplings (woody stems <10 cm diame-
ter) that intersected an imaginary hor-
izontal plane 1.4 meters above the
ground within a five-meter radius plot
centered on each nest site. To charac-
terize the overstory, we quantified tree
diameter by species in a variable radius
plot surrounding each point using a
basal area factor (BAF) 10 prism. From
this information we calculated basal
area, and the percent composition of
overstory made up by each tree species.
We also estimated frequency (a meas-
ure of how clumped or evenly distrib-
uted each species was) as the percent of
nest sites with at least one representa-
tive present for each tree species in
turn. At each nest site, the height of
three trees that typified the site was
measured with a clinometer to estimate
canopy height. We estimated the den-

sity of the canopy by taking the average
of four densitometer readings, one in
each cardinal direction, one meter
from the nest. We recorded the height,
DBH, and species of each nest substrate
tree. 
Post-fledgling Juvenile Habitat Data Col-

lection and Analysis: Family groups were
located through chance encounter and
systematic searching throughout these
study sites between 27 July and 6 August
2014. We recorded 12 foraging loca-
tions of Acadian Flycatcher family
groups (adults and recently fledged but
actively foraging juveniles) within two
of the stream gorge study sites, Pine
Hollow and Pine Glen. Acadian Fly-
catchers forage for insects by flying
from a perch to forage in the air or
while hovering at a leaf surface (Moss-
man and Lange 1982; Whitehead and
Taylor 2002). When a family group was
located, we observed foraging behavior
for 3–5 minutes and determined the
specific location within a substrate tree
where the juvenile spent the most time
during the observation period. If more
than one juvenile was present, only the
location of one randomly selected bird
was recorded. We characterized the un-
derstory and overstory at juvenile for-
aging sites following the same protocol
used at nest sites. We tested whether the
mean of the measured forest compo-
nents differed between nest sites and
sites at which we observed juveniles,
using a Mann-Whitney U test in R. 

RESULTS

We monitored 19 nests during 110
hours of searching. Nine nests (47%)
fledged at least one young, seven
(37%) nesting attempts failed, and the
fates of three attempts were undeter-
mined (16%). Four of the 19 nests were
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parasitized by Brown-headed Cowbirds:
two of the nine successful nests (22%;
no cowbird young fledged) and two of
the failed nests (29%), which were de-
stroyed or abandoned by the parents
before fledging. The contents of four
nests were undetermined because they
were located in inaccessible branches
in tall trees or over steep ravines. How-
ever, the fate of one of these nests is
known because the nest was preyed
upon and abandoned before the con-
tents could be determined. Number of
eggs and fledged young per nest are re-
ported in Table 1.

Active nests (i.e., nests attended by
adults) were found from 28 May to 27
July and nests with eggs were found
from 3 June to 21 July. Because nest
searching efforts decreased after mid-
July it is possible that other nests which
we failed to find were active later into
the season. Nest locations within the
study sites are shown in Figure 1.

The 12 juvenile foraging locations
were within two of the study sites (Pine
Hollow and Pine Glen). Adult birds
were present at each of these sightings.
The majority (92%) of foraging loca-
tions occurred at heights of 2–12 me-
ters with an average of 5.3 meters. The
remaining observation occurred in the
canopy at a height of 23 meters. Of 12
juvenile foraging bouts that we ob-
served, 92% took place within 200 me-
ters of a nest site. 

Successful nests and those that were
not parasitized were located in trees of
greater diameter and height than failed
or parasitized nests (Fig. 2). All nests
were located in witch hazel and sugar
maple, but only successful and unpara-
sitized nests were located in hemlock
(Fig. 3). In addition, successful nests
tended to be located in areas with
higher basal area (successful nests:
124.4 square feet/acre, failed nests:
105.7 square feet/acre, p=0.10; Fig. 2)
and where white pineand hemlock oc-
curred in the overstory (Table 2). At all
nests, basal area was >100 square
feet/acre and canopy cover was >90%.
While only four nests were parasitized,
these nests were all located in witch
hazel shrubs. 

Compared to nest locations, the 12
juvenile foraging locations were less
strongly associated with an overstory of
hemlock (Table 2). An average of
15.2% of the overstory was made up of
hemlocks at successful nest sites, while
at juvenile foraging locations hemlocks
made up just 3.8% of the overstory
(Table 2), even though 50% of the for-
aging observations occurred in the only
study site where hemlock was present
(Pine Hollow). Witch hazel and hem-
lock were common nest substrate trees,
however juveniles were not observed
foraging in these species at a higher
rate than in other tree species (Fig. 3). 

Between nesting and foraging loca-
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Table 1a. Number of eggs observed in 14 Acadian
Flycatcher (Empidonax virescens) nests in the Bara-
boo Hills, southern Wisconsin.

Number of Eggs Nests Observed

2 4
3 8

>3 2

Table 1b. Number of fledged young observed in
14 Acadian Flycatcher (Empidonax virescens) nests
in the Baraboo Hills, southern Wisconsin.

Number of Young Fledged Nests Observed

1 1
2 4
3 4
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Figure 2. Nest substrate diameter at breast height (DBH, in cm), height (in meters), and basal area
(in square feet per acre) of trees in the immediate vicinity of Acadian Flycatcher (Empidonax
virescens) nests in the Baraboo Hills, southern Wisconsin. Boxes represent middle 50% of data
points, with the weighted line at the median; outer horizontal lines at end of dashed ‘whiskers’
represent upper and lower quartile, and open circles represent outlying points. Successful nests
n=9, failed nests n=7, parasitized nests n=4, unparasitized nests n=11



tions, there were no significant differ-
ences in canopy cover or height, basal
area, substrate height or DBH, or un-
derstory density (p>0.10). 

DISCUSSION

We found that nests in mature hem-
lock trees and at sites with the highest
basal area had the lowest rates of brood
parasitism and nest failure. These re-
sults parallel those of Mossman and
Lange (1982) in studies conducted >35
years ago in the same study sites and
surrounding habitat in the Baraboo

Hills. Thus, hemlock appears to be an
important habitat component for Aca-
dian Flycatchers in the Baraboo Hills
(Mossman and Lange 1982). Similarly,
at the northern edges of their range in
New York state, Acadian Flycatchers are
associated with hemlock ravines (Eaton
1988), and in Michigan they are associ-
ated with dense forests containing hem-
lock, American beech (Fagus grandifo-
lia), and sugar maple (Walkinshaw
1966). Tingley et al. (2002) and Becker
et al. (2008) found that Acadian Fly-
catchers are negatively impacted by in-
festations of hemlock woolly adelgid
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Table 2.  Frequency and average percent composition of overstory tree species in the immediate vicin-
ity of nest sites and fledgling foraging locations of Acadian Flycatchers (Empidonax virescens) in the
Baraboo Hills, southern Wisconsin. A BAF 10 prism was used to determine the trees included in the
variable radius plot. 

Average percent composition
Frequency of tree species of tree and shrub presence 
species in the overstory in the overstory

Successful Failed Juvenile Successful Failed Juvenile
Nests Nests Foraging Sites Nests Nests Foraging Sites

Species N=9 N=7 N=12 N=9 N=7 N=12

White Pine 66.7% 28.6% 83.3% 20.5% 8.1% 12.9%
Pinus strobus

White Oak 77.8% 85.7% 33.3% 16.7% 16.2% 10.6%
Quercus alba

Red Oak 77.8% 100.0% 75.0% 15.2% 24.3% 15.2%
Quercus rubra

Red Maple 55.6% 85.7% 66.7% 15.2% 14.9% 12.2%
Acer rubrum

Eastern Hemlock 55.6% 0.0% 25.0% 15.2% 0.0% 3.8%
Tsuga canadensis

Sugar Maple 33.3% 42.9% 50.0% 7.1% 21.6% 15.2%
Acer saccharum

White Ash 33.3% 28.6% 16.7% 3.6% 2.7% 1.5%
Fraxinus americana

Witch Hazel 11.1% 14.3% 0.0% 0.9% 1.4% 0.0%
Hamamelis virginiana

Bitternut Hickory 11.1% 0.0% 16.7% 0.9% 0.0% 1.5%
Carya cordiformis

Basswood 0.0% 28.6% 58.3% 0.0% 2.7% 6.1%
Tilia americana

American Elm 0.0% 0.0% 41.6% 0.0% 0.0% 4.5%
Ulmus americana

Bigtooth Aspen 0.0% 0.0% 25.0% 0.0% 0.0% 7.6%
Populus grandidentata



(Adelges tsugae) which cause death of
mature trees, and Allen et al. (2009)
found that Acadian Flycatcher breed-
ing pairs decreased by about 70% in
heavily adelgid-infested forests.

Compared to the nest sites, juvenile
foraging locations were not associated
with particular habitat characteristics or
tree species. Although witch hazel and
hemlock were the most common nest
substrate trees, foraging juveniles were
not encountered more frequently in
these species. Again, these results par-
allel findings of Mossman and Lange
(1982) when comparing nest-sites and
perch-sites of adult Acadian Flycatchers
in the same four stream gorges. 

Acadian Flycatcher family groups are
thought to remain on the breeding ter-
ritory for 2–3 weeks after fledging
(Mumford 1964), a pattern consistent
with observations in the Baraboo Hills
(Mossman and Lange 1982). The fact
that we observed 92% of juvenile for-
aging observations within 200 m of a

nest site may be because our observa-
tions occurred very soon after fledging,
and the family groups were still dis-
persing to suitable foraging areas. Al-
ternatively, it may be the case that simi-
lar habitat is suitable for both nesting
and juvenile foraging, but that juveniles
make use of a more variable set of for-
aging conditions within the breeding
territory, while nesting is most success-
ful where hemlock and high basal area
are found. Other flycatcher species also
use habitat near the nest after fledging
(e.g., Willow Flycatchers [E. traillii];
Vormwald et al. 2011), and after be-
coming independent from their par-
ents. It is typical that young migrant
passerine birds use a wider range of
habitats than are selected as nest sites
(Whitehead and Taylor 2002). 

Our results emphasize the positive as-
sociation between Acadian Flycatcher
presence and eastern hemlocks, witch
hazel, and sugar maple, as well as large
diameter trees and high canopy cover

14 Nest Site and Post-fledging Habitat Associations of Acadian Flycatchers

Figure 3. Tree and shrub species used for nest substrates and for juvenile foraging by Acadian
Flycatchers (Empidonax virescens) in the Baraboo Hills, southern Wisconsin. Successful nests n=9,
failed nests n=7, parasitized nests n=4, unparasitized nests n=11.



in the Baraboo Hills (Mossman and
Lange 1982). Understanding fine scale
habitat use by Acadian Flycatchers dur-
ing the reproductive and early juvenile
life stages is important to ensure their
continued persistence as an intrinsi-
cally valuable part of the unique natu-
ral community of the Baraboo Hills. At
the northern edge of their range, our
findings suggest that managing mesic
or wooded ravine forests for hemlock
and white pine, as well as closed canopy
conditions with mature trees will bene-
fit Acadian Flycatchers. 
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A Common Loon reflecting on Park Lake in Columbia County, as caught by Michael Huebschen in
mid-April.



On the afternoon of 19 May 2016,
Nick Anich (NMA) led a field trip

for the Chequamegon Bay Birding and
Nature Festival to Thompson’s West
End Park, a lakeside park in Washburn,
Bayfield County, that features an open
area with RV park and scattered small
trees. The park’s habitat and position
along the lakeshore make it an attrac-
tive site for migratory birds in both
spring and fall, occasionally including
local and regional rarities such as the
Sage Thrasher (Oreoscoptes montanus)
found here by David Bratley on 1 June
2011. 

As the group was scoping several
dozen Common Terns (Sterna hirundo)
on a dock, one trip participant, Kathy
Morales, tapped NMA on the shoulder
and said, “Hey, what’s this flycatcher
with the yellow belly? Great Crested Fly-
catcher [Myiarchus crinitus]?” as she ges-
tured to a bird perched on a guywire
for a volleyball net post about 450 feet
away. A quick look at the bird immedi-
ately suggested otherwise because it
lacked rufous in the wings or tail (Fig.

1A). NMA told the group that Western
Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis) was the
most likely identity, but there are sev-
eral different yellow kingbirds to be
considered and only a better look, es-
pecially at the tail, would clinch the
identification. 

NMA called Ryan Brady (RSB), who
lives nearby, and within minutes he was
on the scene. When RSB arrived, NMA
indicated he still wasn’t satisfied with
their looks at the tail, and he had not
yet seen the dark tail with white edges
that would be characteristic of Western
Kingbird. Within minutes, RSB—free
of field-trip-leading responsibility—had
a good angle on the bird as it sallied
over the bay and appeared to pluck
something off the water’s surface. He
saw the tail well and announced there
was no white on the tail at all! This elim-
inated both Western and Cassin’s King-
birds (Tyrannus vociferans) as possible
identifications. 

The chase was on to sort out whether
this was a Tropical (Tyrannus melan-
cholicus) or Couch’s Kingbird (T.
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couchii), two species notoriously diffi-
cult to separate in the field. Thankfully,
the bird spent nearly an hour flycatch-
ing around the RV park, offering good
views both perched and in flight to a
group of nearly 30 birders about 20–30
yards away. In addition, RSB snuck
closer, on one occasion hiding behind a
camper, and obtained some excellent
photos from as close as 10 yards away
that proved instrumental in later
clinching the identification as a Tropi-
cal Kingbird, despite that it never vo-
calized, which often is the easiest way to
distinguish from Couch’s. The bird
soon disappeared and was not refound
later that evening or in subsequent
days. 

THE IDENTIFICATION

As exciting as this sighting was, we
were not entirely satisfied at the time be-
cause of the notorious difficulty in sepa-
rating most Tropical and Couch’s King-
birds, leaving us to wonder whether we
could ever be reasonably sure about the
identification, or if it would be relegated
to a “slash” (i.e. Couch’s/Tropical King-
bird). Wisconsin already has one record
of this slash combination, from Door
County in 2011 (Brady 2012), though
that observation had far fewer photos
and observation details. We soon delved
into the literature, eager to determine if
we had enough information to clinch an
identification. In addition, we received
major assistance from the ID-Frontiers
Listserv (BIRDWG01 – ID-FRONTIERS),
and are indebted to the folks there, in-
cluding well-reputed birders Peter Pyle,
Tony Leukering, Kevin Karlson, Alvaro
Jaramillo, and Dave Irons, who provided
excellent feedback on RSB’s photos.
Based on that discussion, although voice
is the single best field character and

some birds fall within a range of overlap
in appearance that precludes identifica-
tion, birds on either end of the struc-
tural range are identifiable to species
without hearing them vocalize. Fortu-
nately for us, this bird showed classic
field marks for Tropical, which are out-
lined below. 

BILL

Based on museum specimens, pho-
tos of known individuals (e.g., those
identified by voice), and all the opin-
ions we received at ID-Frontiers, the bill
alone (Fig. 2) is large enough to con-
firm as Tropical. Traylor (1979) indi-
cates Tropical Kingbirds always have
longer bills then Couch’s within a re-
gion, and in many regions do not over-
lap. Based on the data in Traylor
(1979), any bill length over 18.5 mm is
a Tropical—backing up assertions that
these birds can be identified based on
long bill length alone. While we obvi-
ously could not measure the actual bill
length in this case, the relative length,
as supported by many photos from var-
ious angles, diagnostically supports
Tropical. Moreover, specimens show
Tropicals sport not only longer but
wider bills (McGowan 2005), which is
demonstrated well in the bird we saw
(Fig. 1B). 

HEAD

While more difficult to quantify, and
some birds are intermediates, addi-
tional details of head shape can help
distinguish this species pairing. Typi-
cally, Tropical Kingbirds have a flatter
crown, and relatively low contrast be-
tween the white malar and gray rear
cheek, as shown by our bird (Fig. 2).
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On the other hand, Couch’s usually
have a head that is peaked to the rear,
and a stronger contrast between white
on the front of the lower cheek and
dark gray on the rear cheek. 

WINGS

Wing morphology is an important
distinction between Tropical and
Couch’s Kingbird. In Couch’s, p5 (the
5th primary feather) is dramatically
shorter than p6, whereas in Tropical,
p5 is just slightly shorter than p6 (Pyle
et al. 1997). While the images available
are not ideal, photos support this pri-
mary length ratio for Tropical (Fig.
1C). Howell and Webb (1995) mention
primary tip spacing on a perched bird
as a way to differentiate Couch’s and
Tropical, but we were not able to assess
this characteristic based on the photos.

Peter Pyle, an expert on ageing and
molt, used the wing photos to deter-
mine it was a SY (Second Year) bird
based on the eccentric molt limit in 
the secondaries (see BIRDWG01 – ID-
FRON TIERS; Fig. 1D). He also added
that “the molt pattern and extent of
wear on the juvenile p1–p3 and s1–s4,
the formative p4–p10, s5–s7, and rec-
trices, and (especially) the first-alter-
nate s8 (on both wings) is consistent
with northern-breeding occidentalis at
this time of year. This quite contrasts
with the two late-June Tropical King-
birds from last year, which included an
adult finishing molt (Minnesota) and a
first-cycle bird that still retained juve-
nile outer primaries (Ontario), more
consistent with molt timing and wear
from austral populations.” Some au-
thorities consider subspecies occiden-
talis, which breeds in w. Mexico and Ari-
zona, to be within subspecies satrapa
(Stouffer and Chesser 1998).

TAIL

Tropical has a more strongly notched
tail than Couch’s (Pyle et al. 1997).
While variable in photos (and at times
it seems like a stray rectrix obscures
this) in many cases the tail is showing a
more distinct fork than would be ex-
pected with Couch’s (Figs. 1E and 2).

PLUMAGE COLOR

The upper back of the bird was
mostly light gray with a tinge of lime
green (Fig. 1F). The tail was a dull
brown. The breast was light yellow grad-
ing to strong yellow on the lower belly.
In general, Couch’s is described as hav-
ing slightly brighter colors on the back
and wings (Stouffer and Chesser 1998).
While obviously not conclusive on its
own, this feature is again supportive of
Tropical over Couch’s.

BEHAVIOR

The bird hawked insects from small
trees in the RV park, returning to the
same perch several times before mov-
ing to the next one. On one occasion,
we observed the bird flying out into
Lake Superior and plucking something
off the surface of the water. Interest-
ingly, this also may support Tropical
Kingbird, as they are generally more as-
sociated with water, and this foraging
technique, while uncommon, is men-
tioned in the Birds of North America
account for Tropical but not Couch’s
Kingbird (Stouffer and Chesser 1998,
Brush 1999).

In summary, the extreme bill length
and distinct wing morphology, in com-
bination with several other plumage
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Fig. 1. A. The first look our group had at the Tropical Kingbird at Thompson’s West End Park in
Washburn on 5/19/16. B. The very wide base to the bill helps separate Tropical Kingbird from
Couch’s Kingbird. C. One characteristic of Tropical Kingbird, is a relatively small difference in
length between p5 and p6, in contrast to Couch’s Kingbird, where p5 is much smaller. D. Note the
molt limit where the four innermost wing feathers are darker and fresher than the brown, worn
middle wing feathers, a pattern consistent with a second-year bird of the northern population
typically found in western Mexico and Arizona. E. On average, Tropical Kingbird has a more deeply
notched tail than Couch’s Kingbird. F. Tropical Kingbird is slightly less colorful than Couch’s, here
showing a pale gray-green back. Photo A, Nick Anich; Photos B–F, Ryan Brady.



and structural features described
above, allow this individual to be iden-
tified as a Tropical Kingbird, an identi-
fication confirmed by national experts
who are closely familiar with the
species.

OTHER REGIONAL RECORDS

Wisconsin was somewhat “overdue”
for this species, based on its occurrence
in nearby states and provinces. There is
one prior record of Tropical/Couch’s
Kingbird in Wisconsin, from 5 June
2011 in Door County. Initially identi-
fied as a Western Kingbird in the field
and supported by only 3 distant photos,
the report lacked details necessary for
identification to species (Brady 2012).
Minnesota has 1 summer record of
Tropical Kingbird and 1 fall record

listed as Tropical/Couch’s Kingbird
(Tustison 2012, Tustison 2015). Michi-
gan has two fall sightings of Tropical
Kingbird, (Lindsay and Haas 2013, Mc-
Nally 2016), and one spring listed as
Tropical/Couch’s (Reinoehl 1999), all
from the Upper Peninsula. Illinois has
one summer record of Tropical/
Couch’s and 1 summer record of Trop-
ical Kingbird (Kassebaum 1999, Stoltz
2010). Ontario has one fall record of
Tropical Kingbird, and 2 records (1
summer, 1 fall) of Tropical/Couch’s
Kingbird (Dobos 1999, Crins 2004, Bur-
rell and Charlton 2015). Iowa has no
records yet. 

Overall, Tropical Kingbird is more
likely as a vagrant than Couch’s King-
bird; As of November 2016, the num-
ber of records in eBird in the eastern
half of Canada and the U.S. north of
Gulf Coast states numbered 7 for
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Fig. 2. The very long bill helps separate Tropical Kingbird from Couch’s Kingbird. Ryan Brady
photo.



Couch’s, 19 for Tropical, and 6 for
Tropical/Couch’s (eBird 2016). The
species has become a regular vagrant to
the West Coast of the U.S. (Mlodinow
1998), with multiple records from Cal-
ifornia to British Columbia every year
in recent years (eBird 2016). All of the
regional sightings listed above have oc-
curred since 1997. While it’s possible
that past observers could have been
confusing these birds for Western King-
bird, the more likely explanation may
be that Tropical Kingbirds are increas-
ing as a vagrant to our area, so keep
your eyes peeled!
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Generally speaking, the winter pre-
ceding this season was warm and

that trend carried through to spring. In
southern Wisconsin, the season was rel-
atively quiet on the severe weather
front. There were a couple of excep-
tions in April and May that brought
thunderstorms (including an EF-1 tor-
nado) to the area. Temperature was a
little above normal for the year with
Milwaukee and Madison reporting 3
degrees above normal averages. Simi-
larly, precipitation was close to normal
in the area but came in a little below
the averages. Snow accumulation was
also a little below normal with Milwau-
kee reporting 10” for the season. A lit-
tle further north La Crosse reported a
mild spring with the seventh warmest
March on record and the ninth
warmest spring overall. Precipitation
varied considerably with a wet March,
dry April and a wet finish to May. This
trend held for the far north as well with
warm temperatures and above normal
precipitation in March. The 17¢¢ of
snow reported in Duluth, MN was 4¢¢
above normal. April was closer to nor-
mal in terms of temperature and pre-
cipitation. May was drier than normal.
These warm temperatures meant that
the ice cover on the Great Lakes was
significantly less in the winter of 2016
than the prior year (9.7 percent in early
March 2016 compared to 83.2 percent
in March 2015).

We had 10 record or near record
early arrivals this Spring. With all the
open water, almost every expected wa-
terfowl species was present in the state
at the beginning of the season. All the
other early migrants like Sandhill
Crane, Killdeer and Turkey Vulture
were also present. Compared to years
past, the early spike in these arrivals is
quite apparent.

At a high level, a total of 311 species
were reported this Spring in the state.
This compares to 317 last year and 330,
325 and 329 in years prior to that. This
year we did not have any reports for the
following non-domestic non-review
species which were found in 2015: Pine
Grosbeak, Red Knot, and Worm-eating
Warbler. We did have a report for
White-faced Ibis which was missed last
year.

Almost all the data described in this
report comes from eBird. With the
steady growth of reports made to eBird
from Wisconsin over the last several
years, its adoption as the primary tool
to record your birding observations
seems to be steady and strong. The
graph below shows this steady growth
in volume of data and those of you who
report this data.

For those still unfamiliar with it,
eBird is a program released by the Cor-
nell Lab of Ornithology in 2002 which
aims to provide an easy and accessible
means to document checklists online.
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Figure 1.  Percentage of checklists that reported Sandhill Crane across Spring in years 2012–2016

Figure 2.  Percentage of checklists that reported Killdeer across Spring in years 2012–2016
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Figure 3.  Count of Localities/Observers/Checklists in Spring of years 2012–2016

Figure 4.  Percentage of checklists marked incomplete and observations marked with unknown
counts in Spring of years 2012–2016



By providing this data to eBird, you
contribute to a database of bird abun-
dance and distribution which is heavily
utilized by educators, researchers, con-
servation biologists and more to study
these populations. It also allows for a re-
markable amount of flexibility in gen-
erating reports such as this one when
compared to the traditional paper
forms or even electronic checklists that
are more isolated in nature than eBird. 

As I did last year, I continue to en-
courage the readers who are familiar
with eBird to tailor their submissions to
make the data more valuable in terms
of reporting and understanding species
distribution. You can do this first and
foremost by submitting complete
checklists. While technically this means
just checking the ‘complete checklist’
box on your reports, practically this
means that you report everything you
saw including the common and mun-
dane species. This allows you to let us
know what species you did NOT ob-
serve while out birding and this is an in-
creasingly important contribution.

Also, a repeat from last year’s report
- I encourage you to submit correct or
estimated counts with all observations.
A number, even as an estimate is much
better than an unknown number (de-
noted by an X in eBird). 

As you can see below the number of
checklists marked incomplete and ob-
servations with unknown counts have
continued to trend downwards over the
last year. Note that the incomplete
checklist data has excluded incidental
observations and corrects a mathemat-
ical error from last year’s report.

A final note about eBird data is the
county distribution of data. The heavily
birded southern counties of Dane and
Milwaukee continue to dominate the
data in terms of number of checklists

submitted with 6112 and 3072 each in
Spring 2016. This is compared to 24
checklists from Menominee County. In
terms of growth from 2015, the leaders
are quite different from the last time -
with Burnett, St. Croix, and Kewaunee
being the only ones with more than a
100% growth in this number. The fig-
ure below shows the distribution of
checklist counts by county over the sea-
son. It’s worth noting that to put the
numbers in context, the number of ob-
servers in the leading county by num-
ber Dane is 418 compared to 81 in the
leading county by growth Burnett.

Looking at the data for the current
season, the leaders in checklists sub-
mitted were Robin Maercklein (596),
James Frank (592), and Peder Svingen
(587). By number of species reported
across the state, the leaders were
Thomas Wood (257), Mary Backus
(251), Michael Gray (250), and Ryan
Sallmann (250). Countability was not
factored into these numbers.

Dissecting the data by county indi-
cated that Ozaukee County led in terms
of number of species reported with
244. Menominee County on the other
extreme had only 75 species reported
(which is however still an improvement
over 68 reported last year). The second
lowest was Pepin with 103 reported
species.

Dissecting the data by species indi-
cated that the species reported from all
72 counties were Canada Goose, Mal-
lard, Wild Turkey, Turkey Vulture, Bald
Eagle, Sandhill Crane, Mourning Dove,
Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Wood-
pecker, Northern Flicker, Eastern
Phoebe, Blue Jay, American Crow, Tree
Swallow, Barn Swallow, Black-capped
Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch,
American Robin, European Starling,
Black-and-white Warbler, Common Yel-
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lowthroat, American Redstart, Yellow
Warbler, Chipping Sparrow, Dark-eyed
Junco, Song Sparrow, Northern Cardi-
nal, Red-winged Blackbird, Common
Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, and
Baltimore Oriole. 

The species reported from the least
number of counties (just one each) be-
sides several of the review species and
introduced exotics were Harlequin
Duck, Snowy Egret, Black-backed
Woodpecker, and Kirtland’s Warbler.

Compared to the 31 species reported
from all 72 counties in Spring of 2016,
33 were reported in Spring 2015/2014,
17 in Spring 2013 and Spring 2012 and
9 in Spring 2011.

The following review (or new to the
state list) species were accepted:

Eurasian Wigeon, Little Blue Heron,
Yellow Rail, Ruff, Little Gull, Laughing
Gull, California Gull, White-winged
Tern, White-winged Dove, Chuck-will’s-
widow, Gyrfalcon, Say’s Phoebe, Tropi-
cal Kingbird, Western Kingbird, Scissor-
tailed Flycatcher, Smith’s Longspur,
Lark Bunting, Western Tanager, Blue
Grosbeak, and Eurasian Tree Sparrow.

In addition to these review species,
the following record early arrivals were
reported: Marsh Wren (Lindsey Bender
on March 13) and Nashville Warbler
(Mike McDowell on April 12)

2016 was the second year of the
multi-year effort that will be the Wis-
consin Breeding Bird Atlas II. The atlas
is a comprehensive field survey that
documents the distribution and abun-
dance of breeding birds. The previous
atlas (WBBA I) was conducted between
the years of 1995 and 2000. It was an
unprecedented field effort which
ended up documenting 237 species of
which 235 were classified as at least
“probable” breeders in the state. The
results of that effort continue to be

used to guide conservation and man-
agement efforts in Wisconsin.

The current one (WBBA II) will run
through 2019 and relies to a large ex-
tent on volunteers across the state re-
porting the latest information on
breeding birds in Wisconsin so that an
updated and current picture can be
formed. The ability to compare the re-
sults with those from WBBA I will 
additionally allow us insights into how
populations are changing and appro-
priately prioritize conservation efforts.
In Spring 2016, 57 county-first con-
firmed breeding records were found. 

These included records for Mute
Swan (Outagamie), Trumpeter Swan
(Green Lake, Marquette, Outagamie,
Shawano, Waukesha), Ring-necked
Duck (Bayfield), Hooded Merganser
(Green, Milwaukee, Vernon), Double-
crested Cormorant (Crawford, Racine),
Great Egret (Crawford), Turkey Vulture
(Manitowoc, Sheboygan), Osprey
(Adams), Broad-winged Hawk (Jeffer s-
on), Sandhill Crane (Washburn), Pip-
ing Plover (Brown), Wilson’s Snipe
(Grant, Kenosha, Lincoln, Milwaukee,
Portage), American Woodcock (Buf-
falo, Rock, St. Croix), Herring Gull
(Dodge, Green Lake), Caspian Tern
(Manitowoc), Eurasian Collared-Dove
(Rock), Barred Owl (Milwaukee),
Northern Saw-whet Owl (Bayfield,
Portage), Eastern Whip-poor-will
(Grant), Pileated Woodpecker (Mani-
towoc, Portage), Merlin (Brown), Aca-
dian Flycatcher (Jefferson), Alder Fly-
catcher (Polk), Great Crested
Flycatcher (Walworth), Bell’s Vireo (St.
Croix), Warbling Vireo (Washburn),
Common Raven (Eau Claire, Man-
itowoc, Outagamie), Hooded Warbler
(Rock), Lark Sparrow (Waukesha),
Dark-eyed Junco (Door), Brewer’s
Blackbird (Green), Orchard Oriole

The Passenger Pigeon, Vol. 79, No. 1, 2017 27



28 The Spring Season: 2016

Figure 5.  Distribution of checklists across the state in Spring 2016

Figure 6.  Distribution of observers across the state in Spring 2016
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(Chippewa), and Pine Siskin (Crawford, Door, Manitowoc, Marinette, Outagamie,
Waupaca). Reference the species accounts for details.

In a correction to the Spring 2015 report, there was a confirmed breeding
record for Eurasian Collared-Dove back in 2004 which wasn’t entered into eBird.
Therefore, the confirmation last spring was in fact not the first in the state.

Figure 7.  Distribution of species count across the state in Spring 2016



Greater White-fronted Goose

Reported from 45 counties across the
state this season. This is significantly up
compared to 30 counties reporting it in
Spring 2015 and the maximum of 35
counties reporting it in the previous 10
years.

Was present across the southern part
of the state at BOP. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Forest County (Matthew
Learned) on March 12. The last report
from the southernmost counties was
from Racine County (Jerry DeBoer) on
April 9. A high count of 535 was re-
ported from Winnebago County (Stu-
art Malcolm) on March 12. The last re-
port of the season came from Eau
Claire County (Carey and Ryan
Chrouser) on May 14.

Snow Goose

Reported from 33 counties across the
state this season. 

Was present in the south central/
eastern part of the state at BOP. A high
count of 50 was reported from Grant
County (Jason Thiele) on March 8. An
identical high count was reported from
Dane County (Haris Domazet) on
March 18. The last reports of the sea-

son came from Kewaunee County
(Tom Zenner) on May 14.

Ross’s Goose

Reported from 14 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered southern lo-
cations at BOP. A high count of 12 was
reported from Green Lake County (Jon
Roti Roti, Thomas Schultz, Wendy
Schultz) on March 19. The last reports
of the season came from Marinette
County (Kurt Miller) on April 24.

Cackling Goose

Reported from 36 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in the southern part of
the state at BOP. The last report from
the southernmost counties was from
Kenosha County (Colleen Wilkinson)
on March 30. A high count of 200 was
reported from Goose Pond in Colum-
bia County (Dan Belter, Myles Hurl-
burt) on March 19 and the same loca-
tion (Michael Gray) on March 20. This
was the highest high count in five years.
The last report of the season came from
Ashland County (Ryan Brady) on April
29.
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Species Accounts
This is a comprehensive account of all species and hybrids reported this sea-

son.
Symbols and abbreviations used:
* = Review or record early/late species that require submission of documenta-

tion to and approval from the WSO Records Committee before acceptance
BOP = Beginning Of Period (March 1st)
EOP = End Of Period (May 31st)
NWR = National Wildlife Refuge
SP = State Park
SWA = State Wildlife Area



Canada Goose

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 9000 was re-
ported from Outagamie County
(Michael O’Connell) on March 27.
This was the highest high count in five
years. 

Breeding was confirmed in 65 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Snow ¥ Canada Goose (hybrid)

One individual was first reported
from Horicon Marsh, Dodge County
this season (Aaron Haycraft) on March
21. No prior state record for this hybrid
exists in eBird.

Mute Swan

This non-native species was reported
from 25 counties across the state this
season. This is slightly up compared to
22 counties reporting it in Spring 2015
and Spring 2014.

Was present in mostly southern loca-
tions in the state at BOP and EOP. A
high count of 22 was reported from
Door County (Jennifer Rothe) on
March 7. This was the highest high
count in five years. 

Breeding was confirmed in Out-
agamie County by the end of the sea-
son.

Outagamie County did not have a
confirmed record so far in either atlas.

Trumpeter Swan

Reported from 64 counties across the
state this season. This is significantly up
compared to 56 counties reporting it in
Spring 2015 and 57 counties in Spring
2014 which was the largest number in
the prior 10 years.

Was present across the state at BOP

and EOP. A high count of 80 was re-
ported from Necedah NWR, Juneau
County (Josh Seibel) on March 29.

Breeding was confirmed in 19 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Of these, Green Lake, Marquette,
Outagamie, Shawano, and Waukesha
counties did not have a confirmed
record so far in either atlas.

Tundra Swan

Reported from 53 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered locations
mostly in the southern part of the state
at BOP. The last report from the south-
ernmost counties was from Rock
County (Christine Uhe) on March 28.
A high count of 1200 was reported
from Door County (Tom Schaefer, An-
drea Szymczak) on March 13. The last
reports of the season came from
Chippewa County (Anne Geraghty) on
May 30.

Wood Duck

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Menominee
County missing.

Was present across the southern part
of the state at BOP and throughout the
state at EOP. The first report from the
north was from Marinette County (Jay
Watson) on March 19. A high count of
120 was reported from Columbia
County (Brand Smith) on May 28.

Breeding was confirmed in 35 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Gadwall

Reported from 57 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across mostly the south-
ern part of the state at BOP and EOP. A
high count of 520 was reported from
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David Franzen found a Red Squirrel overlooking a male Ruffed Grouse in mid-April in Vilas
County.

Jennifer Ambrose imaged this Summer Tanager transitioning into breeding plumage in late May in
Milwaukee’s Warnimont Park.



The Passenger Pigeon, Vol. 79, No. 1, 2017 33

Dane County’s late April Say’s Phoebe looks for prey as imaged by Jeremy Meyer.



Columbia County (Kay Kavanagh) on
March 27. 

Eurasian Wigeon *

One individual was first reported
from Kewaunee Marsh in Kewaunee
County this season (Adam Sinkula) on
March 12. This species has been re-
ported in the spring in three out of the
previous five years.

A report for this bird is included in
“By the Wayside”.

American Wigeon

Reported from 58 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across mostly the south-
ern part of the state at BOP and in scat-
tered locations at EOP. The last report
from the southernmost counties was
from Racine County (Jerry DeBoer) on
May 12. A high count of 400 was re-
ported from Brown County (Adam
Sinkula) on April 4.

American Black Duck

Reported from 47 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and in scattered locations at EOP. A
high count of 26 was reported from
Brown County (Laurie Bender, Lindsey
Bender) on April 3.

Mallard

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 1000 was re-
ported from Trempealeau NWR in
Trempealeau County (Scott Puchalski)
on March 20 and again April 10. An
identical high count was reported from
Bakken’s Pond in Sauk County
(Richard Ouren) on March 8.

Breeding was confirmed in 39 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

American Black Duck ¥ Mallard
(hybrid)

Reported from 13 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered locations in
the middle of the state at BOP. A high
count of three was reported from
Brown County (Michael and Mary
Kloepping) on March 12. The last re-
port of the season came from Horicon
Marsh in Dodge County (Heather,
Matylda, and Tom Lally) on April 23.

Blue-winged Teal

Reported from 67 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Iowa County (John Kivikoski) on
March 9. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from
Marinette County (Marcia Hurst) on
April 4. A high count of 200 was re-
ported from Waukesha County (Tom
Mertins) on April 22. Was present
across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in six coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Cinnamon Teal *

One adult male individual reported
from Nicholson Wildlife Area in Racine
County (Rick Fare) on May 1 was ac-
cepted by the WSORC. This species has
been reported in four out of the last
five years.

The report is included in the “By the
Wayside” section.

Blue-winged ¥ Cinnamon Teal
(hybrid)

One individual was reported from
Grant County (Kim Kreitinger and
David Sample) on April 16. This hybrid
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has only been reported in two prior
Springs (2014 and 2007) in the prior 10
years.

Northern Shoveler

Reported from 64 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in the southern half of
the state at BOP and across the state at
EOP. The first report from the north-
ernmost counties was from Bayfield
County (Ryan Brady) on March 30. A
high count of 520 was reported from
Dane County (Steve Thiessen) on
March 18.

Northern Pintail

Reported from 49 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in the southern part of
the state at BOP and scattered locations
at EOP. The last report from the south-
ernmost counties was from Rock
County (Kyle Schumacher) on March
29. A high count of 200 was reported
from Fond du Lac County (Dave and
Kerry Sehloff) on April 13.

Green-winged Teal

Reported from 66 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in in the southern part
of the state at BOP and across the state
except the far south at EOP. The first
report from the northernmost counties
was from Marinette County (Erin
Giese, Tom Prestby) on April 4. The last
report from the southernmost counties
was from Racine County (Paul Kinzer)
on May 6. A high count of 400 was re-
ported from Jefferson County (Cynthia
Bridge) on April 5.

Canvasback

Reported from 52 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in the southern part of
the state at BOP. A stand out high
count of 8000 was reported from
French Island in La Crosse County
(Dan Jackson) on March 22. The last
report of the season came from Brown
County (Joel and Patti Trick) on May
29.

Redhead

Reported from 58 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in the southern part of
the state at BOP and EOP. A high count
of 2000 was reported from Door
County (Kristy Larson) on April 12 and
again on April 15. This was the highest
high count in five years. 

Ring-necked Duck

Reported from 68 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in the southern part of
the state at BOP and scattered across
the state at EOP. A high count of 2000
was reported from Bakken’s Pond in
Sauk County (Kay Kavanagh) on March
26.

Breeding was confirmed in Bayfield
County by the end of the season. Bay-
field County did not have a confirmed
record so far in either atlas.

Greater Scaup

Reported from 40 counties across the
state this season.

Was present at locations along Lake
Michigan and scattered interior loca-
tions in the southern part of the state
at BOP. Was found at scattered loca-
tions along the lakeshore at EOP. A
stand out high count of 10,000 was re-
ported from Cat Island in Brown
County (Tom Prestby and Adam
Sinkula) on March 7. This was the high-
est high count in five years. 
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A perched male Black-throated Blue Warbler as imaged by Jeremy Meyer in Milwaukee’s Whitnall
Park in mid-May.

This striking Canada Warbler was captured by Jeremy Meyer in Whitnall Park in Milwaukee in mid-
May.
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David Franzen captured this stunning White-throated Sparrow in Vilas County in late April.

This Harris’s Sparrow posed for Rita Flores Wiskowski in Grant Park in Milwaukee in mid-May.



Lesser Scaup

Reported from 62 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in the southern part of
the state at BOP and scattered locations
at EOP. The last report from the south-
ernmost counties was from Kenosha
County (Mary Backus, Sarah Sabatke)
on May 16. A high count of 3000 was re-
ported from Grant County (Jason
Thiele) on March 19.

Harlequin Duck

One individual was reported from
Manitowoc County (Charles Sontag)
on March 16 and was seen till April 15.
This was the first time this species was
observed in the Spring since 2013.

Surf Scoter

Reported from the five counties of
Brown, Manitowoc, Milwaukee, Ozau-
kee, and Trempealeau this season.

The first of the season was reported
from the WGLBBO Site in Ozaukee
County (Calvin Brennan) on March 3.
A high count of 12 was reported from
the WGLBBO Site in Ozaukee County
(Calvin Brennan) on April 25. The last
report of the season came from Trem-
pealeau County (Rob Pendergast, Trey
McCuen) on May 19.

White-winged Scoter

Reported from the nine counties of
Bayfield, Door, Kewaunee, Manitowoc,
Marathon, Milwaukee, Ozaukee,
Racine, and Sheboygan this season.

Was present in locations along the
Lake Michigan lakeshore at BOP. A
high count of 24 was reported from the
WGLBBO Site in Ozaukee County
(Calvin Brennan) on March 19. The
last report of the season came from
Bayfield County (Nick Anich, Ryan
Brady, Alex Lehner) on May 24.

Black Scoter

Reported from the three counties of
La Crosse, Manitowoc, and Ozaukee
this season.

The first of the season was reported
from the WGLBBO Site in Ozaukee
County (Calvin Brennan) on March 9.
The last sighting on May 20 was also re-
ported by this observer at this location.
The high count was only two at the
same site on various dates in March.

Long-tailed Duck

Reported from 13 counties mostly
along the lake shores this season. In-
land reports came from Dane and
Marathon counties.

Was present in various locations
along the Lake Michigan lake shore at
BOP. An inland individual in Dane
County also persisted into Spring. A
high count of 917 was reported from
the WGLBBO Site in Ozaukee County
(Calvin Brennan) on March 6. The last
report of the season came from Bay-
field County (multiple observers) on
May 19.

Bufflehead

Reported from 68 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in various locations in
the south and along the Lake Michigan
lake shore at BOP. In scattered loca-
tions at EOP. The last report from the
southernmost counties was from
Racine County (multiple observers) on
May 14. A high count of 200 was re-
ported from Jefferson County (Aaron
Stutz, Jeanne Scherer) on April 10.

Common Goldeneye

Reported from 61 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP.
The last report from the southernmost
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counties was from Grant County
(Kristin Anderson) on April 17. A high
count of 8000 was reported from
Brown County (Willson Gaul) on
March 12. This was the highest high
count in five years. Was present in scat-
tered locations in the north at EOP.

Hooded Merganser

Reported from 69 counties across the
state this season.

Was present mostly in the southern
half of the state at BOP. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Bayfield County (Ryan Brady, Tim
Oksiuta) on March 8. Present across
the state at EOP. A high count of 100
was reported from Outagamie County
(Brandon Braden) on March 10.

Breeding was confirmed in 34 coun-
ties by the end of the season. Of these,
Green, Milwaukee, and Vernon coun-
ties did not have a confirmed record so
far in either atlas.

Common Merganser

Reported from 66 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the state with
most concentration in the south at
BOP. Present at scattered locations in
the north at EOP. A high count of 800
was reported from Cat Island in Brown
County (Tom Prestby) on March 14
and 18.

Breeding was confirmed in Vilas
County by the end of the season.

Red-breasted Merganser

Reported from 52 counties across the
state this season.

Was present along the Lake Michi-
gan lake shore at BOP and EOP. A high
count of 2193 was reported from the
WGLBBO Site in Ozaukee County
(Calvin Brennan) on April 23.

Ruddy Duck

Reported from 48 counties across the
state this season.

Was present mostly in the southern
part of the state at BOP. The last report
from the southernmost counties was
from Walworth County (George & Bon-
nie Wood) on May 19. Present in scat-
tered location at EOP. A high count of
500 was reported from Trempealeau
County (Mike Wanger) on April 17.

Northern Bobwhite

Reported from the three counties of
Adams, Door, and Kenosha this season.

Was present in scattered locations in
the southern part of the state at BOP.
Reported from the central part of the
state by EOP. A high count of only two
was reported from Door County (Eric
Howe) on May 30.

Ring-necked Pheasant

Reported from 54 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. High counts of 15 were re-
ported from Jefferson County (Jeanne
Scherer) on April 28 and Iowa County
(John, Jessica, Marion Kivikoski) on
May 14.

Breeding was confirmed in Colum-
bia, Jefferson and Vernon counties by
the end of the season.

Gray Partridge

Reported from the two counties of
Grant where two individuals were re-
ported (Jason Thiele) on April 16 and
Kenosha where one was reported
(Mark Vaughan) on March 14 this sea-
son.

Ruffed Grouse

Reported from 57 counties across the
state this season.
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Rita Flores Wiskowski found this female Hooded Merganser with two of her offspring in Horicon
Marsh in Dodge County in early May.

Stephen Fisher captured this image of a male American Redstart in Marathon County in mid-May.
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Jeremy Meyer found this Eastern Screech Owl in the open in Milwaukee’s Grant Park in late April.



Was present in the northern two-
thirds of the state at BOP and EOP. A
high count of 11 was reported from
Bayfield County (Brian McCaffery) on
April 13.

Breeding was confirmed in Bayfield,
Burnett and Manitowoc counties by
then.

Spruce Grouse

Reported from the four northern
counties of Ashland, Oneida, Sawyer,
and Vilas this season.

Present in scattered locations in the
northernmost counties at BOP and
EOP. A high count of four was reported
from Sawyer County (Ryan Brady) on
April 29.

Sharp-tailed Grouse

Reported from the four counties of
Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas, and Taylor
this season.

First reported from Crex Meadows in
Burnett County (Judy Haseleu) on
March 10. Present in scattered loca-
tions in the northwest at EOP. A high
count of 35 was reported from Namek-
agon Barrens in Burnett County
(Joanne Bartkus) on April 23. This was
the highest high count in five years. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken

Reported from the four central
counties of Adams, Marathon, Portage,
and Wood this season.

Was present in central grasslands of
the state at BOP and EOP. A high count
of 26 was reported from Buena Vista in
Portage County (Nolan Pope, Peter Fis-
sel, Steve Thiessen, and Jim Otto) on
March 20.

Wild Turkey

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 99 was re-
ported from Dane County (Paul
Schilke) on March 6.

Breeding was confirmed in 14 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Red-throated Loon

Reported from the nine counties of
Bayfield, Buffalo, Douglas, Manitowoc,
Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Portage, Racine,
and Sheboygan this season.

Was present in scattered locations
near the Lake Michigan lakeshore at
BOP. The last report from the south-
ernmost counties was from Racine
County (John Dixon, Jennifer Wenzel)
on April 27. Present in scattered loca-
tions near the Lake Superior lakeshore
at EOP. High counts of 31 were re-
ported from Port Washington in Ozau-
kee County (James Frank) on April 7
and again from the WGLBBO Site in
Ozaukee County (Calvin Brennan) on
April 30.

Common Loon

Reported from 64 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season were reported
from Waukesha County (Andrea Szym-
czak), Lincoln County (David Edlund)
and Dane County (Steve Thiessen) on
March 12. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Iron
County (Timothy Wycoff) on April 2. A
high count of 121 was reported from
the WGLBBO Site in Ozaukee County
(Calvin Brennan) on April 18. Was
present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 10 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Pied-billed Grebe

Reported from 66 counties across the
state this season.
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Was present in scattered locations in
the southern part of the state at BOP
and across the state at EOP. The first re-
port from the northernmost counties
was from Douglas County (Peder Svin-
gen) on April 6. A high count of 70 was
reported from Dane County (Charles
Henrikson) on April 16.

Breeding was confirmed in four
counties by the end of the season.

Horned Grebe

Reported from 45 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered locations in
the far south-eastern part of the state at
BOP. The first report from the north-
ernmost counties was from Bayfield
County (Ryan Brady) on April 15. The
last report from the southernmost
counties was from Green County
(Quentin Yoerger, Zoe Yoerger, Aaron
Haycraft) on May 12. A high count of
80 was reported from Ozaukee County
(Adam Sinkula) on April 16. The last
reports of the season came from Bay-
field County (Nick Anich, Ryan Brady,
Alex Lehner) on May 24.

Red-necked Grebe

Reported from 10 counties across the
state this season.

This is significantly down compared
to 15 counties reporting it in Spring
2015 and 21 counties in Spring 2014. 

The first of the season was reported
from the WGLBBO Site in Ozaukee
County (Calvin Brennan) on March 21.
The first report from the northernmost
counties was from Bayfield County
(Nick Anich) on April 13. A high count
of 23 was reported from Ozaukee
County (James Frank) on April 11. Was
present in the north-western part of the
state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Burnett
County by the end of the season.

Eared Grebe

Reported from the five counties of
Lafayette, Milwaukee, Portage, Racine,
and St. Croix this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Portage County (Rob Pendergast)
on April 10. The last report of the sea-
son came from St. Croix County
(Richard André Rivard) on May 17. All
reports were of single birds.

Western Grebe

Reported from the three counties of
Douglas, Kewaunee, and Milwaukee
this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Kewaunee County (Tom Zenner)
on March 18. This bird was seen
through March 28 at this location.

The last report of the season came
from Douglas County - first found on
May 1 (Clinton Nienhaus) and last ob-
served (Clinton Nienhaus, Larry & Jan
Kraemer, Peder Svingen) on May 19.

All reports were of single birds.

Double-crested Cormorant

Reported from 54 counties across the
state this season.

Was present at scattered locations in
the south-eastern part of the state at
BOP. The first report from the north-
ernmost counties was from Marinette
County (Marcia Hurst) on April 4. A
high count of 3857 was reported from
the WGLBBO Site in Ozaukee County
(Calvin Brennan) on May 3. Was pres-
ent across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in eight
counties by the end of the season. Of
these, Crawford and Racine counties
did not have a confirmed record so far
in either atlas.
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Jennifer Ambrose caught this mid-April photo of a Cooper’s Hawk with prey in Milwaukee’s Lake
Park.
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Jeff Galligan took this photo of a wary-looking White-eyed Vireo on Madison’s Odana Hill Golf
Course in early May.



American White Pelican

Reported from 48 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered locations
near open water at BOP and across the
state at EOP. A high count of 2200 was
reported from Cat Island in Brown
County (Tom Prestby) on May 19. This
was the highest high count in five years. 

Breeding was confirmed in Brown
and Green Lake counties by the end of
the season.

American Bittern

Reported from 48 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Vernon County (Ben Johnston)
on March 27. A high count of eight was
reported from Waukesha County (Bill
Grossmeyer, Ryan Sallmann) on April
18. Was present across the state at EOP.

Least Bittern

Reported from 15 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Waukesha County (Anne Moretti)
on April 21. A high count of four was
reported from Ozaukee County (John
O’Donnell) on May 29. This was the
highest high count in five years. Was
present in scattered locations across the
state at EOP.

Great Blue Heron

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Menominee
County missing.

Was present in the southern part of
the state at BOP. The first report from
the northernmost counties was from
Florence County (Kay Kavanagh) on
March 31. A high count of 200 was re-
ported from Sauk County (Jean Booth)

on May 24. Was present across the state
at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 25 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Great Egret

Reported from 40 counties across the
state this season.

The first reports of the season were
reported from Dane County (multiple
observers) on March 26. A high count
of 200 was reported from Green Lake
County (Daryl Christensen) on May 31.
Was present across the southern part of
the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in five coun-
ties by the end of the season. Of these,
Crawford County did not have a con-
firmed record so far in either atlas.

Snowy Egret

One individual reported from Brown
County (Tom Prestby) on May 26.

Little Blue Heron *

One individual reported and pho-
tographed from Green Lake County
(Jeff Baughman) on May 20 as part of a
Big Day effort with Tom & Wendy
Schultz, and Daryl Tessen.

Cattle Egret

Reported from the four counties of
Brown, Dodge, Fond du Lac, and Win-
nebago this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Horicon Marsh in Dodge County
(Andy Cassini, Art Sonneland) on April
26. A high count of 16 was reported
from Winnebago County (Dan Belter,
Myles Hurlburt) on May 13. This was
the highest high count in five years.
The last report of the season came from
Dodge County (David Schrab) on May
30.
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Green Heron

Reported from 61 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Milwaukee County (Parks Staff)
on April 18. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from
Marinette County (Tom Zenner) on
April 30. A high count of seven was re-
ported from Dane County (Steve
Brezinski, Mary Murrell) on May 7. Was
present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Colum-
bia and Marinette counties by the end
of the season.

Black-crowned Night-Heron

Reported from 22 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Washington County (Ari Faith)
on April 5. A high count of 25 was re-
ported from Horicon Marsh in Dodge
County (Mark Korducki, Tom Prestby,
Quentin Yoerger) on May 16. Again re-
ported from Cat Island in Brown
County (Tom Prestby) on May 24. Was
present in the eastern part of the state
at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Brown
and Marinette counties by the end of
the season.

White-faced Ibis

One individual was reported from
Horicon Marsh in Dodge County
(Sandi Brunette-Hill) on April 22 and
stuck around till May 12. Another indi-
vidual was reported from Dane County
(Else Karlsen) on May 9 and was last
seen May 11.

Turkey Vulture

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present in the southern part of

the state at BOP. The first report from
the northernmost counties was from
Ashland County (unknown observer)
on March 11. A high count of 150 was
reported from Crawford County (Jan
Collins) on April 11. Was present across
the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Craw-
ford, Manitowoc and Sheboygan coun-
ties by the end of the season. Of these,
Manitowoc and Sheboygan counties
did not have a confirmed record so far
in either atlas.

Osprey

Reported from 64 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (Kris Perlberg) on
March 19. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Bay-
field County (Tim Oksiuta) on April
14. A high count of seven was reported
from Manitowoc County (Julie Wood-
cock) on April 15. It was reported again
from Winnebago County (Darwin
Tiede) on May 30. Was present across
the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 40 coun-
ties by the end of the season. Of these,
Adams County did not have a con-
firmed record so far in either atlas.

Golden Eagle

Reported from 20 counties across the
state this season. This is significantly up
compared to 16 counties reporting it in
Spring 2015 and 13 counties in Spring
2014.

Was present in scattered locations
along the west part of the state particu-
larly the Mississippi River Valley at BOP.
Three separate high counts of 3 were
reported from Grant County (Jason
Thiele) on March 7, Sawyer County
(Rick Pertile) on March 10, and Bay-
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A male Wood Duck parades gracefully in this image by Jeff Galligan, taken in Middleton’s Pheasant
Branch Conservancy in late April.



field Count (Ryan Brady) on April 5.
The last report of the season came from
Juneau County (Craig & Olivia Kruse)
on May 1.

Northern Harrier

Reported from 69 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across much of the
southern part of the state at BOP. High
counts of eight were reported from
Horicon Marsh in Dodge County
(Matthew King, Stuart Malcolm, Todd
Ward) on May 4. The same high count
was reported from the same location
(Ted Judy, Robert Shields) on May 1 as
well as Leola Marsh in Adams County
(Jay Watson) on April 2. Was present
across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in seven
counties by the end of the season.

Sharp-shinned Hawk

Reported from 55 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in locations across the
state but mostly in the southern half at
BOP. A high count of 92 was reported
from Iron County (Nick Anich) on
April 15. Was present in scattered loca-
tions across the state at EOP.

Cooper’s Hawk

Reported from 68 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in locations across the
state but mostly in the southern half at
BOP. High counts of five were reported
from Milwaukee County (Jean Casper)
on April 5, and from Calumet County
(Matthew King) on April 27. Was pres-
ent across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 17 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Northern Goshawk

Reported from 18 counties across the
state this season.

Was reported from scattered loca-
tions at BOP and EOP. A high count of
two was reported from Lincoln County
(Landon Neumann) on April 1.

Breeding was confirmed in Lincoln
County by the end of the season.

Bald Eagle

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 339 was re-
ported during migration from Grant
County (Jason Thiele) on March 8.

Breeding was confirmed in 54 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Red-shouldered Hawk

Reported from 46 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered locations
across the state at BOP and EOP. A
high count of four was reported from
Waupaca County (Michael Gray) on
April 17 and again from Outagamie
County (Michael Gray) on March 25.

Breeding was confirmed in five coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Broad-winged Hawk

Reported from 66 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (Mike Bailey) on
April 14. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Iron
County (Nick Anich, Neil Kent) on
April 15. A high count of 1500 was re-
ported from Rock Island State Park in
Door County (Eric Howe) on May 30.
This was the highest high count in five
years. Was present across the state at
EOP.
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Breeding was confirmed in five coun-
ties by the end of the season. Of these,
Jefferson County did not have a con-
firmed record so far in either atlas.

Red-tailed Hawk

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Menominee
County missing.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 151 was re-
ported from Bayfield County (Ryan
Brady) on April 5.

Breeding was confirmed in 41 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Rough-legged Hawk

Reported from 44 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in mostly the southern
two-thirds of the state at BOP. The first
report from the northernmost counties
was from Vilas County (Steve Brezinski)
on March 12. The last report from the
southernmost counties was from Grant
County (Jos Kater) on April 3. A high
count of 14 was reported from Collins
Marsh in Manitowoc County (Carl
Schroeder) on March 5. The same
count was reported from Killsnake SWA
in Calumet County (Myles Hurlburt)
on March 6. The last report of the sea-
son came from Vilas County (Guy
David) on May 22.

Yellow Rail *

Reported from the six counties of
Bayfield, Burnett, Calumet, Lafayette,
Marquette, and Oconto this season.
This is significantly up compared to
four counties reporting it in Spring
2015 and two counties in Spring 2014.
However, WSORC acceptance is re-
quired for all reports away from Crex
Meadows - so the only accepted reports
are from Bayfield, Burnett, Marquette,

and Oconto counties and described
below.

The first of the season were reported
from Burnett County (James Hoefler)
on May 3. The second report was from
Marquette County (Jon Roti Roti,
Thomas and Wendy Schultz) on May
11. A high count of four was reported
from Crex Meadows in Burnett County
(Trey McCuen and Rob Pendergast) on
May 19. This was the highest high
count in five years. The last reports of
the season came from Bayfield County
(Nick Anich) on May 24. The other ac-
cepted report was from Oconto County
(Tom Prestby) on May 22.

A heard-only report for the species is
included in “By the Wayside”.

Virginia Rail

Reported from 45 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season were reported
from Trempealeau County (Tom
Fiebelkorn) and La Crosse County
(Gwyneth Calvetti) on March 14. The
first report from the northernmost
counties was from Bayfield County
(Ryan Brady) on May 6. A high count
of nine was reported from Fond du Lac
County (Jeff Baughman) on April 23.
Was present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Rusk
County by the end of the season.

Sora

Reported from 62 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Racine County (Frank Sharkozy,
Jennifer Wenzel) on April 6. The first
report from the northernmost counties
was from Marinette County (Tom
Prestby) on April 16. A high count of
11 was reported from Horicon Marsh
in Dodge County (Kristin Schmitt) on
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May 6. Was present across the state at
EOP.

Common Gallinule

Reported from the nine counties of
Columbia, Dodge, Fond du Lac, Jeffer-
son, Kenosha, Marathon, Outagamie,
Sheboygan, and Waukesha this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Lake Mills SWA in Jefferson
County (Jeanne Scherer, Nancy Stan-
ford) on April 16. A high count of four
was reported from Horicon Marsh in
Dodge County (Dave Brasser) on May
19. Was present in scattered locations
in the southeastern part of the state at
EOP.

American Coot

Reported from 61 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in locations mostly in
the southeastern part of the state at
BOP. A high count of 3000 was re-
ported from Dane County (Mike Bai-
ley) on April 11. Was present across the
state at EOP.

Sandhill Crane

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present in mostly the southern
part of the state at BOP. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Florence County (Kay Kavanagh)
on March 11. A high count of 1000 was
reported from Lake Mills SWA in Jef-
ferson County (Aaron Stutz) on March
11. Was present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 49 coun-
ties by the end of the season. Of these,
Washburn County did not have a con-
firmed record so far in either atlas.

Whooping Crane

Reported from the nine counties of

Dane, Dodge, Green Lake, Jefferson,
Juneau, Milwaukee, Portage, Rock, and
Wood this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (Mike Bailey) on
March 9. A high count of 11 was re-
ported from Juneau County (Rick An-
derson) on May 29. Was present in
Juneau County at EOP.

Black-necked Stilt

Reported from 13 counties across the
southern half of state this season. This
is significantly up compared to seven
counties reporting it in Spring 2015
and eight counties in Spring 2014.

The first of the season was reported
from Dodge County (Jack & Holly
Bartholmai) on March 28. This was an
early arrival record for the species. A
high count of 21 was reported from
Horicon Marsh in Dodge County
(Jacob Collison) on April 23. Was pres-
ent in a handful of scattered locations
at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Dodge
County by the end of the season.

American Avocet

Reported from 10 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Horicon Marsh in Fond du Lac
County (Christine & Robert Huebner)
on April 15. A high count of 27 was re-
ported from Racine County (Susan
Kulinski) on April 26. The last report
of the season came from Dunn County
(Pam Campbell) on May 30.

Black-bellied Plover

Reported from 22 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Horicon Marsh in Dodge County
(David Ackerman) on May 3. The first
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report from the northernmost counties
was from Vilas County (Guy David) on
May 12. A high count of 33 was re-
ported from Brown County (Jay Wat-
son) on May 23. Was present in scat-
tered locations at EOP.

American Golden-Plover

Reported from 13 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dodge County (David Schrab) on
March 28. A high count of 65 was re-
ported from Green Lake County (Mary
Backus) on April 25. The last report of
the season came from Dunn County
(Pam Campbell) on May 30.

Semipalmated Plover

Reported from 37 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Horicon Marsh in Dodge County
(Michael Gray, Matthew King, Thomas
Wood) on April 23. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Douglas County (Richard Clear-
man) on May 8. A high count of 350
was reported from Horicon Marsh in
Dodge County (Mark Korducki, Tom
Prestby, Quentin Yoerger) on May 16.
This was the highest high count in five
years. Was present in scattered loca-
tions at EOP.

Piping Plover

Reported from the six counties of
Ashland, Brown, Dodge, Door, Mani-
towoc, and Racine this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Manitowoc County (Nancy
Nabak, Sumner Matteson) on April 23.
The last report from the southernmost
counties was from Racine County (mul-
tiple observers) on May 2. A high count
of five was reported from Long Island

in Ashland County (Sumner Matteson)
on May 24. Was present in Ashland and
Brown Counties at EOP.

These numbers do not quite describe
how 2016 was a ground-breaking year
for the Great Lakes population of Pip-
ing Plover when a pair nested success-
fully in Lower Green Bay. Piping
Plovers have been seen on Cat Island by
Tom Prestby since 2013 but this was the
first successful attempt at nesting. The
male was first observed on May 4, fol-
lowed by the female on May 16.
Courtship and territorial behavior was
first observed on May 19 and finally on
May 24 breeding was confirmed by
Tom when a nest was found with two
eggs. Young successfully fledged later in
the summer after they were banded
with green and gold colors.

Killdeer

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Menominee
County missing.

Was present in the southern part of
the state at BOP. The first reports from
the northernmost counties were from
Vilas County (Nathan Martineau,
Marky M) and Bayfield County (Ryan
Brady) on March 12. A high count of
50 was reported from Horicon Marsh
in Dodge County (Chris Petherick) on
May 13. Was present across the state at
EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 34 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Upland Sandpiper

Reported from 18 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (Nathan Holoubek)
on April 15. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Dou-
glas County (Frank Nicoletti) on May 3.
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A high count of seven was reported
from Dane County (multiple ob-
servers) on April 17. Was present in
scattered locations across the state at
EOP.

Whimbrel

Reported from the six counties of
Brown, Door, Manitowoc, Milwaukee,
Ozaukee, and Sheboygan this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Manitowoc County (Charles Son-
tag) on May 13. A high count of 28 was
reported from the same location by the
same observer on May 17. The last re-
port of the season again came from
Manitowoc County (Cindy Lupin) on
May 30.

Hudsonian Godwit

Reported from the five counties of
Brown, Dunn, Manitowoc, Marathon,
and Wood this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Mead SWA in Marathon County
(Dan Belter and Myles Hurlburt) on
May 19. A high count of nine was re-
ported from Manitowoc County
(Thomas Wood) on May 24. This was
the highest high count in five years.
Was present in scattered locations at
EOP.

Marbled Godwit

Reported from the seven counties of
Brown, Dodge, Dunn, Jefferson, Mani-
towoc, Marathon, and St. Croix this sea-
son.

The first of the season was reported
from Horicon Marsh in Dodge County
(Michael Gray) on May 3. A high count
of seven was reported from Cat Island
in Brown County (Tom Prestby) on
May 15. The last report of the season
came from the same location and ob-
server on May 28.

Ruddy Turnstone

Reported from 16 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Manitowoc County (Charles Son-
tag) on May 10. A high count of 14 was
reported from the same location by the
same observer on May 24. Was present
in scattered locations on the lakeshores
at EOP.

Ruff *

One individual was reported from
Horicon Marsh in Dodge County (Jeff
Bahls) on April 30 and accepted by
WSORC. It was viewed by many birders
and last seen on May 1.

Stilt Sandpiper

Reported from the three counties of
Dane, Dodge, and Marathon this sea-
son. This is significantly down com-
pared to 10 counties reporting it in
Spring 2015 and nine counties in
Spring 2014.

The first of the season was reported
from Horicon Marsh in Dodge County
(Eric Howe, Kristin Wegner) on April
30. A high count of four was reported
from Dane County (Dale Bonk) on
May 18. The last report of the season
came from the same location in Dane
County (Jim Schwarz, Kris Perlberg,
Ted Judy) on May 27.

Sanderling

Reported from 11 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Racine County (multiple ob-
servers) on May 2. A high count of 20
was reported from Milwaukee County
(Ryan Sallmann) on May 26. Was pres-
ent in locations along the lakeshores at
EOP.
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Dunlin

Reported from 33 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Outagamie County (Michael Gray)
on April 13. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Ash-
land County (Tim Oksiuta) on May 12.
A high count of 500 was reported from
Horicon Marsh in Dodge County (Tom
Prestby, Mark Korducki, Quentin Yoer -
ger) on May 16. The same count was
again reported from the same location
(Sunil Gopalan) on May 22. This was the
highest high count in five years. Was
present in scattered locations at EOP.

Baird’s Sandpiper

Reported from 10 counties from
mostly the southern half of the state
this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Ozaukee County (James Frank)
on April 23. A high count of eight was
reported from Horicon Marsh in
Dodge County (John McCaw) on May
12. Was present in scattered locations
at EOP.

Least Sandpiper

Reported from 44 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Trempealeau County (Doug Strat-
ton) on April 10. A high count of 275
was reported from Horicon Marsh in
Dodge County (Sunil Gopalan) on May
22. This was the highest high count in
five years. Was present in scattered lo-
cations at EOP.

White-rumped Sandpiper

Reported from 18 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Brown County (Art Sonneland)

on May 1. A high count of 12 was re-
ported from Horicon Marsh in Dodge
County (multiple observers) on May
29. Was present in scattered locations
at EOP.

Pectoral Sandpiper

Reported from 36 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Outagamie County (Michael
Gray) on March 12. This is a tie for the
second earliest arrival for the species. A
high count of 300 was reported from
Jefferson County (Aaron Stutz) on
April 23. Was present in scattered loca-
tions at EOP.

Semipalmated Sandpiper

Reported from 32 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (Dale Bonk) on
April 25. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Ash-
land County (Nick Anich, Laura Erick-
son) on May 21. A high count of 100
was reported from Horicon Marsh in
Dodge County (Adam Sinkula) on May
20. Was present in scattered locations
at EOP.

Short-billed Dowitcher

Reported from 24 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Green Lake County (Jon Roti
Roti, Thomas Schultz) on April 24. A
high count of 52 was reported from
Horicon Marsh in Dodge County
(James Frank) on May 13. Was present
in scattered locations at EOP.

Long-billed Dowitcher

Reported from the nine counties of
Columbia, Dodge, Green Lake, Lin-
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coln, Marathon, Outagamie, Polk,
Portage, and Winnebago this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Horicon Marsh in Dodge County
(multiple observers) on April 25. A
high count of four was reported from
Lincoln County (Sherry Frazier) on
April 25. The same count was also re-
ported from Horicon Marsh in Dodge
County (Michael Gray, Thomas Wood)
on April 26 and again on May 4. The
last report of the season came from
Horicon Marsh in Dodge County
(Adam Sinkula) on May 20.

Wilson’s Snipe

Reported from 66 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered locations at
BOP. A high count of 50 was reported
from Trempealeau County (Doug Strat-
ton) on April 7. Was present across the
state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in six coun-
ties by the end of the season. Of these,
Grant, Kenosha, Lincoln, Milwaukee,
and Portage counties did not have a
confirmed record so far in either atlas.

American Woodcock

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Menominee
County missing.

Was present in a few locations in the
south of the state at BOP. The first re-
port from the northernmost counties
was from Forest County (Rob Pender-
gast) on March 11. A high count of 31
peenting males was reported from Co-
lumbia County (Sara Kehrli) on April
29. Was present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 18 coun-
ties by the end of the season. Of these,
Buffalo, Rock, and St. Croix counties
did not have a confirmed record so far
in either atlas.

Wilson’s Phalarope

Reported from 20 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Horicon Marsh in Dodge County
(Thomas Wood) on April 26. A high
count of eight was reported from
Calumet County (Steve Murkowski) on
May 15. Was present in scattered loca-
tions at EOP.

Red-necked Phalarope

A single individual was first reported
from Mead SWA in Marathon County
(Dan Belter and Myles Hurlburt) on
May 19. Two individuals were reported
from the same location (Mary Backus)
on May 21 and continued to be seen on
May 22.

Spotted Sandpiper

Reported from 65 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (Kristy Larson) on
April 15. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from
Marinette County (Ryan Rickaby) on
April 20. A high count of 60 was re-
ported from Wisconsin Point in Dou-
glas County (Eliza & Sally Grames) on
May 20. This was the highest high
count in five years. Was present across
the state at EOP.

Solitary Sandpiper

Reported from 57 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Marathon County (Dan Belter)
and two different locations in Dane
County (Steve Thiessen, Ryan Sall-
mann) on April 17. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Florence County (Kay Kavanagh)
on April 21. High counts of 20 were re-
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ported from Horicon Marsh in Dodge
County (multiple observers) on several
dates in April–May. Was present in scat-
tered locations at EOP.

Greater Yellowlegs

Reported from 57 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Horicon Marsh in Dodge County
(Thomas Wood) on March 9. This was
the second earliest arrival for this
species. The first report from the north-
ernmost counties was from Marinette
County (Marcia Hurst) on April 14.
The last report from the southernmost
counties was from Kenosha County
(Dani Baumann) on May 16. A high
count of 200 was reported from Hori-
con Marsh in Dodge County (Dave &
Kerry Sehloff) on April 25. Was present
in scattered locations at EOP.

Willet

Reported from 22 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Manitowoc County (Charles Son-
tag) on April 19. A high count of 25 was
reported from Milwaukee County
(Michelle Abel) on May 1. The last re-
port of the season came from Sheboy-
gan County (Barry Baumann) on May
30.

Lesser Yellowlegs

Reported from 56 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Ozaukee County (Mike Wanger)
on March 12. This is the fourth earliest
arrival for the species. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Bayfield County (Ben Baldwin)
on April 14. A high count of 300 was re-

ported from Horicon Marsh in Dodge
County (Sam Krerowicz) on April 25.
Was present in scattered locations at
EOP.

Pomarine Jaeger *

A report from the Lake Michigan
shoreline in Ozaukee County (Lydia
Doerr) on May 17 was accepted by the
WSORC. The bird was reported to have
approached the observer who was on a
boat, while being pursued by Herring
Gulls.

Bonaparte’s Gull

Reported from 49 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from the WGLBBO Site in Ozaukee
County (Calvin Brennan) on March 17.
A high count of 4434 was reported
from the same site and observer on
April 20. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from
Marinette County (Marcia Hurst) on
April 12. Was present in locations along
the lakeshores at EOP.

Little Gull *

Reports accepted by the WSORC
from the three counties of Douglas, Ke-
waunee, and Manitowoc this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Wisconsin Point in Douglas
County (Peder Svingen) on May 2. A
high count of five was reported from
Manitowoc County (Charles Sontag)
on May 25 some of which continued
through EOP. This was the highest high
count in five years. The other accepted
record was from Marquette Park in Ke-
waunee County (Adam Sinkula) on
May 23.
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Laughing Gull

Reported from the five counties of
Manitowoc, Milwaukee, Ozaukee,
Racine, and Sheboygan this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Ozaukee County (Dani Bau-
mann) on April 24. The last report of
the season came from Manitowoc
County (Charles Sontag) on May 30.

Franklin’s Gull

Reported from the nine counties of
Bayfield, Columbia, Dunn. Kenosha,
Manitowoc, Marquette, Racine, She-
boygan, and Winnebago this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Columbia County (Aaron
Holschbach) on May 2. A high count of
eight was reported from Sheboygan
County (Barry Baumann) on May 30.
Was present in scattered locations
along the Lake Michigan lakeshore at
EOP.

Ring-billed Gull

Reported from 67 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the southern part
of the state at BOP. A high count of
3000 was reported from La Crosse
County (Dan Jackson) on March 9. Was
present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in six coun-
ties by the end of the season.

California Gull *

A single individual photographed
and reported from a flooded farm field
in Kenosha County (John Dixon) on
May 10. The observer stated that the
species has been seen in this location in
an earlier year.

Herring Gull

Reported from 53 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the southern part
of the state and both lakeshores at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 3000 was re-
ported from Milwaukee County (James
Frank) on March 5 and from Wiscon-
sin Point in Douglas County (Michael
Hendrickson) on April 4.

Breeding was confirmed in 10 coun-
ties by the end of the season. Of these,
Dodge and Green Lake counties did
not have a confirmed record so far in
either atlas.

Thayer’s Gull

Reported from the nine counties of
Douglas, Kenosha, La Crosse, Mani-
towoc, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine,
Waukesha, and Winnebago this season.

The first of the season was reported
from the WGLBBO Site in Ozaukee
County (Calvin Brennan) on March 3.
A high count of 10 was reported from
the same site and observer on May 18.
This was the highest high count in five
years. The last report of the season
came from Manitowoc County (Nick
Barber, Charles Sontag, Roy Zimmer-
man) on May 23.

Iceland Gull

Reported from the nine counties of
Douglas, Fond du Lac, Kenosha, La
Crosse, Manitowoc, Milwaukee, Ozau-
kee, Sheboygan, and Winnebago this
season.

The first of the season was reported
from the WGLBBO Site in Ozaukee
County (Calvin Brennan) on March 5.
Two individuals were reported from
Kenosha County (Thomas Wood) on
April 4 and the WGLBBO Site in Ozau-
kee County (Calvin Brennan) on May
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17. The last report of the season came
from the same site and observer on May
19.

Lesser Black-backed Gull

Reported from 15 counties across
mostly the southern half of the state
this season.

Was present in several locations in
the southeastern part of the state at
BOP. A high count of seven was re-
ported from Kenosha County (John
Dixon) on March 19. This was the high-
est high count in five years. Was present
in scattered locations along the Lake
Michigan lakeshore at EOP.

Glaucous Gull

Reported from 18 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in several locations in
the southeastern part of the state at
BOP. A high count of 24 was reported
from Manitowoc County (Charles Son-
tag) on March 6. This was the highest
high count in five years. The last report
of the season came from the same lo-
cation and observer on May 25.

Herring ¥ Glaucous Gull (hybrid)

One individual reported from Wis-
consin Point in Douglas County (Peder
Svingen) on April 10.

Great Black-backed Gull

Reported from 14 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in several locations in
the southeastern part of the state at
BOP. A high count of 19 was reported
from Manitowoc County (Charles Son-
tag) on March 5. This was the highest
high count in five years. Was present in
scattered locations along the Lake
Michigan lakeshore at EOP.

Caspian Tern

Reported from 36 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from the WGLBBO Site in Ozaukee
County (Calvin Brennan) on April 1. A
high count of 573 was reported from
the same location and observer on May
16. Was present in the eastern part of
the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Brown,
Door and Manitowoc counties by the
end of the season. Of these, Manitowoc
County did not have a confirmed
record so far in either atlas.

Black Tern

Reported from 30 counties across the
state this season. This is significantly
down compared to 44 counties report-
ing it in Spring 2015 and 38 counties in
Spring 2014.

The first of the season was reported
from Jefferson County (Aaron Stutz)
on May 1. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Iron
County (multiple observers) on May
19. A high count of 70 was reported
from Trempealeau County (Linda
Fritschel) on May 18. Was present
across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Colum-
bia and Jefferson counties by the end
of the season.

White-winged Tern *

This significant rarity was reported
from Manitowoc County by Mark
Hodgson on May 21. While scanning
the water from the Manitowoc Im-
poundment with Charles Sontag, he
noticed the underwing coverts of what
had been presumed to be a Black Tern.
After conferring with Charles, they
agreed on the id of White-winged Tern.
This is the second state record with the
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first one being in 1873 which was also
the only North American record till
1963. It was observed by many birders
from across the state and visitors from
out of state as well and last seen on May
22.

A report of this bird submitted to the
WSORC is included in “By the Way-
side”.

Common Tern

Reported from 23 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Milwaukee County (Alex Stark)
on April 23. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Dou-
glas County (Clinton Nienhaus) on
May 3. A high count of 1867 was re-
ported from the WGLBBO Site in
Ozaukee County (Calvin Brennan) on
May 17. This was the highest high
count in five years. Was present along
both lakeshores at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Brown
and Green Lake counties by then.

Forster’s Tern

Reported from 41 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (Steve Thiessen,
Kris Perlberg, David Schrab) on April
8. The first report from the northern-
most counties was from Bayfield
County (Nick Anich) on May 12. A
high count of 628 was reported from
Green Lake County (Daryl Chris-
tensen, Sumner Matteson) who
counted 314 nests at the largest extant
colony in the state on May 31. This was
the highest high count in five years.
Was present in the southeastern part of
the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Green
Lake County by the end of the season.

Eurasian Collared-Dove

Reported from 19 counties across the
state this season. This is significantly up
compared to 16 counties reporting it in
Spring 2015 and 13 counties in Spring
2014.

Was present in scattered locations in
the southern and western parts of the
state at BOP and EOP. A high count of
15 was reported from Columbia County
(Kelly Rueckheim) on March 6.

Breeding was confirmed in Dunn
and Rock counties by the end of the
season. Of these, Rock County did not
have a confirmed record so far in either
atlas.

White-winged Dove *

This is the first Spring since 2013 that
this species was reported. The first re-
port of the season came from Myrick
Marsh in La Crosse County (Jules
Teskie) on May 9. Another individual
was reported from nearby Scott Valley
in the same county (Marty Lohman) on
May 25. In addition, one individual was
reported from Dane County (Edgar
Spalding) on May 22.

Mourning Dove

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 120 was re-
ported from Goose Pond in Columbia
County (Myles Hurlburt, Dan Belter)
on March 6.

Breeding was confirmed in 38 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo

Reported from 45 counties across the
state this season. This is significantly up
compared to 39 counties reporting it in
Spring 2015 and 25 counties in Spring
2014.
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The first of the season was reported
from Sauk County (Jeb Barzen) on May
3. The first report from the northern-
most counties was from Forest County
(Brian Ison) on May 24. A high count
of six was reported from Wyalusing SP
in Grant County (Dan Jackson) on May
21. The same count was reported from
Necedah NWR in Juneau County (An-
drew Spencer) on May 30. Was present
across the state at EOP.

Black-billed Cuckoo

Reported from 60 counties across the
state this season. This is significantly up
compared to 54 counties reporting it in
Spring 2015 and 44 counties in Spring
2014.

The first of the season was reported
from Lafayette County (Cody Mitchem)
on May 3. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Bay-
field County (Jesse Ellis) on May 20. A
high count of three was reported from
multiple locations across the state in
May. Was present across the state at
EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Crawford
County by the end of the season.

Eastern Screech-Owl

Reported from 29 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered locations
mostly in the southern half of the state
at BOP and EOP. A high count of three
was reported from Manitowoc County
(multiple observers) on several dates in
April–May.

Great Horned Owl

Reported from 58 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in locations across the
state at BOP and EOP. A high count of
five (with three chicks) was reported

from Dane County (Andy Paulios) on
March 29.

Breeding was confirmed in 33 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Snowy Owl

Reported from 21 counties across the
state this season. This is significantly
down compared to 33 counties report-
ing it in Spring 2015 and 36 counties in
Spring 2014 which were both good ir-
ruption years for the species.

Was present in scattered locations
across the state at BOP. A high count of
six was reported from Outagamie
County (Mary Schommer) on March 6.
Was present in Ashland County at EOP.

Barred Owl

Reported from 70 counties across the
state this season. This is significantly up
compared to 62 counties reporting it in
Spring 2015 and 59 counties in Spring
2014.

Was present across the state with
most reported in the southern half at
BOP. A high count of eight was re-
ported from Bayfield County (Brian
McCaffery) on April 22 and again from
Honey Creek SNA in Sauk County
(Carl Schwartz, Marilyn Bontly) on May
22. Was present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 15 coun-
ties by the end of the season. Of these,
Milwaukee County did not have a con-
firmed record so far in either atlas.

Long-eared Owl

Reported from the nine counties of
Bayfield, Dunn, Fond du Lac, Green,
Manitowoc, Marathon, Marquette, Mil-
waukee, and Washington this season.

Was present in scattered locations at
BOP. The first of the season was re-
ported from Milwaukee County (John
Longhenry) on March 4 which also was
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the high count of three, down from 17
earlier in the winter. The last reports of
the season came from Comstock Bog in
Marquette County (Rick Anderson, Bill
Grossmeyer, Ryan Sallmann) on May
22.

Short-eared Owl

Reported from 12 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered locations in
the southern half of the state at BOP. A
high count of six was reported from
Leola Marsh in Adams County (Jay Wat-
son, Rick Anderson, Ted Judy) in late
March–early April. The last report of
the season came from Buena Vista
Grasslands in Portage County (Steve
Betchkal) on May 20.

Northern Saw-whet Owl

Reported from 21 counties across the
state this season. This is significantly up
compared to 14 counties reporting it in
Spring 2015 and 17 counties in Spring
2014 which was the highest count in the
prior 10 years.

Was present in scattered locations
across the state at BOP. A high count of
three was reported from a nesting site
in Portage County (multiple observers)
on May 25. Was present in a handful of
locations in the central part of the state
at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Bayfield
and Portage counties by the end of the
season. Neither of these counties had a
confirmed record so far in either atlas.

Common Nighthawk

Reported from 62 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (multiple ob-
servers) on April 25. The first report
from the northernmost counties was

from Vilas County (Eran Perkins) on
May 19. A high count of 50 was re-
ported from Dane County (Jan Axel-
son) on May 15. Was present in scat-
tered locations across the state at EOP.

Chuck-will’s-widow *

One individual was reported during
the season at a location where one has
been present for a few previous years.
First reported at Young Road on both
Jefferson and Walworth County sides
(Cynthia Bridge) on May 16. A report
to the WSORC (Thomas Wood) on
May 20 was accepted. The bird was still
present at EOP.

Eastern Whip-poor-will

Reported from 47 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Sauk County (Curt Meine) on
April 16. The first reports from the
northernmost counties was from
Marinette and Florence counties (Kay
Kavanagh) on May 3. A high count of
13 was reported from Bayfield County
(Andrew Spencer) on May 29. Was
present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Grant
County by the end of the season. Grant
County did not have a confirmed
record so far in either atlas.

Chimney Swift

Reported from 66 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Green County (Aaron Haycraft)
on April 14. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Ash-
land County (anonymous observer) on
May 2. A high count of 200 was re-
ported from Waukesha County (Ryan
Sallmann, Spence Stehno) on April 27.
Was present across the state at EOP.
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Breeding was confirmed in Milwau-
kee and Waukesha counties by the end
of the season.

Ruby-throated Hummingbird

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Taylor
County missing.

The first of the season was interest-
ingly reported from Burnett County
(Genna Erickson) on April 15. The sec-
ond one was from a more expected lo-
cation in Dane County (Andy Paulios)
on April 24. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Dou-
glas County (Laura Erickson) on May
6. A high count of 35 was reported
from Clark County (Judy Lund) on
May 28. Was present across the state at
EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in eight
counties by the end of the season.

Belted Kingfisher

Reported from 70 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the southern half
of the state at BOP. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Vilas County (Mike Peczynski) on
March 16. A high count of 10 was re-
ported from Burnett County (Tessah
Schulte) on April 13. Was present
across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 12 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Red-headed Woodpecker

Reported from 62 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered locations
mostly in the southern part of the state
at BOP. The first report from the north-
ernmost counties was from Forest
County (Mary Maertz) on May 8. A
high count of 17 was reported from

Necedah NWR in Juneau County (Eric
Ollie) on May 31. Was present across
the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in five coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Red-bellied Woodpecker

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Iron County
missing.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 30 was re-
ported from Trempealeau County
(Scott Puchalski) on April 16. This was
the highest high count in five years. 

Breeding was confirmed in 19 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Menominee
County missing.

Was present in scattered locations
mostly in the southern part of the state
at BOP. The first report from the north-
ernmost counties was from Forest
County (Mary Maertz) on March 12. A
high count of 44 in flight was reported
from Bayfield County (Ryan Brady) on
April 15. This was the highest high
count in five years. Was present across
the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in five coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Downy Woodpecker

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 24 was re-
ported from Vernon County (Paul
Hayes) on May 5.

Breeding was confirmed in 11 coun-
ties by the end of the season.
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Hairy Woodpecker

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 13 was re-
ported from Vilas County (Marky M)
on March 13.

Breeding was confirmed in 21 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Black-backed Woodpecker

Three possibly distinct individuals re-
ported from Forest County this season
were from Alvin (Spence Stehno) on
March 2, Long Lake Rd (Rob Pender-
gast) on March 11 and Alvin again (Jay
Watson) on April 23.

Having been reported only from For-
est County is down compared to at least
three counties reporting it in the last
several years and nine counties in
Spring 2012.

Northern Flicker

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across mostly the south-
ern part of the state at BOP. The first
report from the northernmost counties
was from Iron County (Brett Bockhop)
on March 20. A notable high count of
2285 was reported in flight from Iron
County (Nick Anich) on April 15. This
was the highest high count in five years.
Was present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 14 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Pileated Woodpecker

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Kenosha
County missing.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. High counts of five were re-
ported from Ashland, La Crosse and

Vilas counties (multiple observers)
March-May.

Breeding was confirmed in nine
counties by the end of the season. Of
these, Manitowoc and Portage counties
did not have a confirmed record so far
in either atlas.

American Kestrel

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Menominee
County missing.

Was present across much of the
southern two-thirds of the state at BOP.
The first report from the northernmost
counties was from Bayfield County
(Tim Oksiuta) on March 28. A high
count of 10 was reported from Buena
Vista Grasslands in Portage County
(Kay Kavanagh) on March 28. Also re-
ported from Horicon Marsh in Dodge
County (Jacob Collison) on April 3.
Was present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in nine
counties by the end of the season.

Merlin

Reported from 51 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in locations mostly in
the southern part of the state at BOP.
High counts of three were reported
from Iron, Manitowoc, Ozaukee and
Door Counties (multiple observers) in
April-May. Was present in location
mostly in the northern part of the state
at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Bayfield,
Brown and Eau Claire counties by the
end of the season. Of these, Brown
County did not have a confirmed
record so far in either atlas.

Gyrfalcon *

Two individuals reported from Supe-
rior in Douglas County in the winter
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continued into spring. The last report
came on March 24.

Peregrine Falcon

Reported from 39 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in mostly the southern
two-thirds of the state at BOP and EOP.
A high count of three was reported
from Outagamie County (Ross
Mueller) on March 10. It was reported
again from Washington County (Ari
Faith) on April 3.

Breeding was confirmed in Pierce,
Sauk and Vernon counties by the end
of the season.

Olive-sided Flycatcher

Reported from 37 counties across the
state this season. This is significantly
down compared to 51 counties report-
ing it in Spring 2015 and 47 counties in
Spring 2014.

The first of the season was reported
from Sauk County (Paul Schilke) on
April 30. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Vilas
County (Marky M) on May 15. A high
count of two was reported from Brown,
St. Croix, Milwaukee, Milwaukee, Out-
agamie, and Door Counties (multiple
observers) in May. Was present across
the state at EOP.

Eastern Wood-Pewee

Reported from 70 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Manitowoc County (Robert Do-
magalski) on May 1. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Douglas County (Eliza Grames)
on May 17. A high count of 12 was re-
ported from Wyalusing SP in Grant
County (Paul Hayes) on May 21. Was
present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in six coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher

Reported from 32 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Schlitz Audubon Nature Center
in Milwaukee County (Judith Huf, John
McCaw) on May 11. Also reported from
Iowa County (John Kivikoski) on the
same date. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Ash-
land County (Kate Dike, Laura Erick-
son) on May 20. A high count of 10 was
reported from Wisconsin Point in Dou-
glas County (Eric Hough) on May 28.
Was present across the state at EOP.

Acadian Flycatcher

Reported from 24 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Wyalusing SP in Grant County
(Lynn Erickson) on May 5. A high
count of 12 was reported from the same
location (multiple observers) on May
27. This was the highest high count in
five years. Was present in the southern
part of the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Grant
and Jefferson counties by the end of
the season. Of these, Jefferson County
did not have a confirmed record so far
in either atlas.

Alder Flycatcher

Reported from 53 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from La Crosse County (Gwyneth Cal-
vetti) on May 7. The first report from
the northernmost counties was from
Douglas County (Eliza Grames, Sally
Grames) on May 19. A high count of 18
was reported from Crex Meadows in
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Burnett County (Larry Persico) on May
28. Was present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Polk
County by then. Polk County did not
have a confirmed record so far in either
atlas.

Willow Flycatcher

Reported from 41 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Horicon Marsh in Dodge County
(Rick Anderson) on May 7. A high
count of 25 was reported from Kenosha
County (David Willard, Max Witynski)
on May 26. Was present across the
southern two-thirds of the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Sauk
County by then.

Least Flycatcher

Reported from 70 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Waukesha County (Spence
Stehno) on April 24. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Ashland County (Carol Becker)
on May 6. A high count of 20 was re-
ported from Marathon County (Dan
Belter) on May 25 and again from
Marathon County (Brett Barker) on
May 31. Was present across the state at
EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Langlade
and Polk counties by then.

Eastern Phoebe

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Waupaca County (Michael Gray)
on March 9. Another report from
Dodge County (Jack & Holly Barthol-
mai) came on the same date. The first
report from the northernmost counties

was from Marinette County (Joan
Campbell, Lindsey Bender) on April 1.
A high count of 22 was reported from
Dane County (Mary Korkor, Anne
Moretti, Spence Stehno) on April 1.
Was present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 60 coun-
ties by then.

Say’s Phoebe *

One individual reported and exten-
sively photographed in Dane County
(Jim Schwarz) on March 28. It proved a
little elusive at times but was success-
fully seen by many birders over the next
few days and was accepted by WSORC.
It was last reported on April 8.

Great Crested Flycatcher

Reported from 69 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Racine County (Eric Howe,
Kristin Wegner) on April 17. The first
report from the northernmost counties
was from Florence County (Kay Ka-
vanagh) on May 13. A high count of 25
was reported from UW Arboretum in
Dane County (Brian Rolek) on May 12.
Was present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in nine
counties by the end of the season. Of
these, Walworth County did not have a
confirmed record so far in either atlas.

Tropical Kingbird *

This was a first state record for the
species. A prior record for Tropical/
Couch’s Kingbird from Door County in
June 2011 was not identified to a
species. This individual was found in
Bayfield County (Kathy Morales) on a
field trip by Nick Anich for the
Chequamegon Bird and Nature Festi-
val. The bird was identified as a candi-
date for Tropical/Couch’s Kingbird by
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Nick Anich and Ryan Brady. Subse-
quent discussion and examination of
photographs provided positive identifi-
cation as Tropical Kingbird.

Refer to “By the Wayside” for a de-
tailed report submitted by Nick Anich
to the WSORC.

Western Kingbird *

One individual was reported from
Douglas County (Frank Nicoletti) on
May 27. It was seen till May 28. Another
individual was reported from Vilas
County (Sean Burns) on May 27 as well.
Both were accepted by WSORC.

Eastern Kingbird

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Menominee
County missing.

The first of the season was reported
from Columbia County (Laura Wentz)
on April 19. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from
Marinette County (Jay Watson) on May
11. A high count of 28 was reported
from Crex Meadows in Burnett County
(Larry Persico) on May 28. This was the
highest high count in five years. Was
present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 19 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher *

One report of an adult male from
Portage County (Rob Pendergast) on
April 24 was accepted by WSORC. The
report is included in “By the Wayside”.

Loggerhead Shrike

Reported from the three counties of
Bayfield, Brown and Iowa this season.

The first report was from Brown
County (Tom Prestby, Jay Watson) on
April 26. The second report was from
Iowa County (John, Jessica & Marion

Kivikoski) on May 14. Last report was
from Bayfield County (Nick Anich,
Ryan Brady, Alex Lehner) on May 24.

Northern Shrike

Reported from 39 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP.
A high count of two was reported from
Dane, Eau Claire, Outagamie, Portage,
and Price Counties (multiple ob-
servers) in March–April. The last re-
ports of the season came from Polk,
Douglas, and Dane Counties (multiple
observers) on April 13.

White-eyed Vireo

Reported from the seven counties of
Calumet, Dane, Lafayette, Milwaukee,
Ozaukee, Racine, and Sauk this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Milwaukee County (Andrea Szym-
czak) on April 26. Was present in scat-
tered locations in the southern part of
the state at EOP.

Bell’s Vireo

Reported from 13 counties across the
state this season. This is significantly up
compared to seven counties reporting
it in Spring 2015 and six counties in
Spring 2014.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (Cynthia Bridge,
Kyle Lindemer) on May 13. Also re-
ported the same day from Wyalusing SP
in Grant County (Jeanne Prochnow). A
high count of seven was reported from
Crawford County (Dennis Kirschbaum)
on May 23. This was the highest high
count in five years. Was present in scat-
tered locations in the southern two-
thirds of the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Dane and
St. Croix counties by then. Of these, St.
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Jim Kuchler imaged this male Yellow-headed Blackbird in the floral spring grandeur of Walworth
County.

This male Rose-breasted Grosbeak was spotted by Jim Kuchler, surrounded by apple blossoms in
Walworth County.
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Michael Huebschen captured this image of a Sharp-tailed Grouse courtship ritual at the Namekagon
Barrens Wildlife Area in Burnett County in late April.

This Long-tailed Duck was caught with its bill wide-open by Jeremy Meyer in Bender Park in
Milwaukee County in early March.



Croix did not have a confirmed record
so far in either atlas.

Yellow-throated Vireo

Reported from 68 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Jefferson County (Andrea Szym-
czak) on April 27. The first report from
the northernmost counties was from
Vilas County (Marky M) on May 10. A
high count of 19 was reported from
Crex Meadows in Burnett County
(Larry Persico) on May 28. This was the
highest high count in five years. Was
present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Burnett
and Marquette counties by then.

Blue-headed Vireo

Reported from 60 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Waukesha County (Andrea Szym-
czak) on April 17. The first report from
the northernmost counties was from
Marinette County (Claire Kluskens) on
April 30. Also reported from Shawano
County (Ryne Rutherford) on the same
date. A high count of six was reported
from Milwaukee County (Jacob Colli-
son) on May 13. Was present across the
state with most concentrations in the
northern half at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Vilas
County by then.

Philadelphia Vireo

Reported from 33 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (Andy Paulios) on
May 7. Was also reported from La
Crosse County (Jon Thometz) on the
same date. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from
Marinette County (Thomas Wood) on

May 25. A high count of four was re-
ported from Sheridan Park in Milwau-
kee County (Jennifer Ambrose) on May
23. The same count was reported from
Portage County (Thomas Tierney) on
the same date. Was present in scattered
locations at EOP.

Warbling Vireo

Reported from 66 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dodge County (Anne Moretti) on
April 24. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from
Marinette County (Marcia Hurst) on
May 7. A high count of 30 was reported
from La Crosse County (Scott Puchal-
ski) on May 24. This was the highest
high count in five years. Was present
across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 14 coun-
ties by then. Of these, Washburn
County did not have a confirmed
record so far in either atlas.

Red-eyed Vireo

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Taylor
County missing.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (Kate Dike) on May
4. The first report from the northern-
most counties was from Vilas County
(Tom Rooney) on May 11. Also re-
ported from Milwaukee County (Park
Staff) on the same date. A high count
of 32 was reported from Ashland
County (Joan Elias) on May 30. Was
present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in seven
counties by then.

Gray Jay

Reported from the five northern
counties of Ashland, Bayfield, Forest,
Oneida, and Vilas this season.
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Was present in scattered locations in
the far north at BOP and EOP. A high
count of three was reported from For-
est County (Matthew Learned) on
March 12.

Blue Jay

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A stand-out high count of
3220 was reported from Bayfield
County (Ryan Brady) on May 6. This
was the highest high count in five years. 

Breeding was confirmed in 39 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

American Crow

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 200 was re-
ported from La Crosse County
(Gwyneth Calvetti) on March 4.

Breeding was confirmed in 52 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Common Raven

Reported from 46 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the northern two-
thirds of the state at BOP and EOP. A
high count of 17 was reported from
Bayfield County (Ben Baldwin) on
March 18.

Breeding was confirmed in 18 coun-
ties by the end of the season. Of these,
Eau Claire, Manitowoc, and Outagamie
counties did not have a confirmed
record so far in either atlas.

Horned Lark

Reported from 55 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the southern two-
thirds of the state at BOP and EOP. A

high count of 300 was reported from
Dane County (Ted Keyel) on March 3.

Breeding was confirmed in eight
counties by the end of the season.

Northern Rough-winged Swallow

Reported from 64 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (Steve Thiessen) on
April 12. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from
Marinette County (Marcia Hurst) on
April 22. A high count of 125 was re-
ported from Racine County (Jerry De-
Boer) on April 28. Was present across
the state with most concentrations in
lower two-thirds of the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 25 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Purple Martin

Reported from 49 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Horicon Marsh in Dodge County
(Jacob Collison) on April 3. A high
count of 200 was reported from
Calumet County (Brenda Nejedlo) on
May 14. This was the highest high
count in five years. Was present across
the state except the far north at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 19 coun-
ties by then.

Tree Swallow

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Grant County (Jason Thiele) on
March 7. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Vilas
County (Neil Kent) on April 14. A high
count of 700 was reported streaming
overhead from Oconto County (Tom
Prestby) on April 15. Was present
across the state at EOP.
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Eric Preston secured this late April shot of an alert male Spruce Grouse in Bayfield County.

A Magnolia Warbler in an oak tree as seen by Greg Hottman in Dane County in mid-May.
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A male Orchard Oriole looking alarmed stops for Jeremy Meyer in Milwaukee’s Warnimont Park in
mid-May.

A male Cape May Warbler poses among apple blossoms for Jeremy Meyer in Warnimont Park in
Milwaukee in mid-May.



Breeding was confirmed in 52 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Bank Swallow

Reported from 58 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Columbia County (Brian Dover-
spike) on April 15. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Marinette County (Don DeWitt,
Katrina DeWitt) on May 1. A high
count of 150 was reported from Mil-
waukee County (Thomas Wood) on
May 12. The same count was reported
from Manitowoc County (Julie Wood-
cock) on May 27. Was present across
the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 19 coun-
ties by then.

Barn Swallow

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Waukesha County (Brianna
Wordell, Ryan Sallmann) on March 22.
The first report from the northernmost
counties was from Iron County (Nick
Anich) on April 15. A high count of 400
was reported from Jefferson County
(Karen Etter Hale) on ZZ. Was present
across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 48 coun-
ties by then.

Cliff Swallow

Reported from 60 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Crawford County (Sean Burns)
on March 31. This was the second ear-
liest arrival for the species. The first re-
port from the northernmost counties
was from Marinette County (Joan
Campbell) on April 29. A high count of

315 was reported from Wyalusing SP in
Grant County (Rita Flores Wiskowski)
on May 21. Was present across the state
at EOP. 

Breeding was confirmed in 40 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Black-capped Chickadee

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. High counts of 100 were re-
ported from Trempealeau County
(Scott Puchalski) in April-May.

Breeding was confirmed in 47 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Boreal Chickadee

Reported from the three northern
counties of Forest, Oneida, and Vilas
this season.

Was present in the far north at BOP
and EOP. A high count of five was re-
ported from Oneida County (Ceci
Kiefer) on May 8.

Tufted Titmouse

Reported from 44 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in the lower two-thirds
of the state at BOP and EOP. A high
count of 20 was reported from La
Crosse County (Scott Puchalski) on
May 1.

Breeding was confirmed in eight
counties by the end of the season.

Great Tit

Reported from the two counties of
Ozaukee, and Sheboygan this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Ozaukee County (Calvin Bren-
nan) on March 4. The last report of the
season came from the same location
(Joan Sommer, Steve Murkowski) on
May 17.
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Red-breasted Nuthatch

Reported from 68 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 16 was re-
ported from Bayfield County (Ben
Baldwin) on May 1. This was the high-
est high count in five years. 

Breeding was confirmed in 13 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

White-breasted Nuthatch

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 50 was re-
ported from Trempealeau County
(Scott Puchalski) on April 16. This was
the highest high count in five years. 

Breeding was confirmed in 25 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Brown Creeper

Reported from 66 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the state with
most concentrations in the southern
part of the state at BOP. The last reports
from the southernmost counties were
from Racine County (Jeff Baughman)
and Rock County (Quentin Yoerger)
on May 14. A high count of 25 was re-
ported from Manitowoc County (Jes-
sica Johnsrud) on March 28. Was pres-
ent across the state with most
concentrations in the northern part of
the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Dodge
and Manitowoc counties by then.

House Wren

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Sawyer
County missing.

The first of the season was reported
from Iowa County (John Kivikoski) on

April 15. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from
Marinette County (Joan Campbell) on
May 1. A high count of 30 was reported
from Trempealeau County (Scott
Puchalski) on May 8. Was present
across the state at EOP. 

Breeding was confirmed in 36 coun-
ties by then.

Winter Wren

Reported from 53 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered locations in
the southern part of the state at BOP.
The first report from the northernmost
counties was from Ashland County
(Keith Merkel) on April 4. A high
count of 12 was reported from Vilas
County (Sean Burns, Hope Batcheller)
on April 16. The same count was re-
ported from Bayfield County (Ben
Baldwin) on May 1. Was present mostly
in the northern part of the state at EOP.

Sedge Wren

Reported from 57 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Buena Vista Grasslands in Portage
County (Chris Petherick) on April 21.
The first report from the northernmost
counties was from Ashland County
(Paula Anich) and Bayfield County
(Paula Anich, Ryan Brady) on May 6. A
high count of 20 was reported from
Vilas County (Dennis Gustafson) on
May 27. Was present across the state at
EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Crawford
County by then.

Marsh Wren *

Reported from 44 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
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This Yellow-billed Cuckoo posed for Jeff Galligan at Indian Lake County Park in Dane County in
late May.

Michael Huebschen discovered this adult Killdeer with young at Horicon Marsh in Dodge County in
early May.
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Greg Hottman captured this image of a Blue-headed Vireo in mid-May in Dane County.



from Winnebago County (Michael
Kloepping) on March 12. However, the
first accepted report made to WSORC
was by Lindsey Bender on March 13.
This is a record early arrival for the
species. The second earliest arrival
record was also made this season from
Columbia County (Michael Gray) on
March 20. A high count of 100 was re-
ported from Waukesha County (Nick
Mimier) on May 15. This was the high-
est high count in five years. Was present
across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Sheboy-
gan County by then.

Carolina Wren

Reported from 17 southern counties
across the state this season.

Was present in scattered locations in
the southern part of the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of two was re-
ported from Crawford County (Dennis
Kirschbaum) on May 2. Two individu-
als were also reported from Washington
County (Bill Bauer) on May 14.

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

Reported from 60 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (Mike Bailey) on
April 8. This tied for the fourth earliest
arrival for the species. A high count of
40 was reported from Trempealeau
County (Scott Puchalski) on May 8. Was
present across the southern two-thirds
of the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 25 coun-
ties by then.

Golden-crowned Kinglet

Reported from 67 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered locations
mostly in the south at BOP. The first re-

port from the northernmost counties
was from Vilas County (Marky M) on
March 5. The last report from the
southernmost counties was from
Racine County (Eric Howe, Jerry De-
Boer) on May 3. A high count of 100
was reported from Manitowoc County
(Julie Woodcock) on March 30. This
was the highest high count in five years.
Was present in the northern part of the
state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Forest
County by then.

Ruby-crowned Kinglet

Reported from 69 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dunn County (Pamela Hoyland)
on March 23. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Dou-
glas County (Larry & Jan Kraemer) on
April 13. A high count of 100 was re-
ported from Trempealeau County
(Scott Puchalski) on May 1. Was pres-
ent in scattered locations in the north
at EOP.

Eastern Bluebird

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Forest
County missing.

Was present across the southern part
of the state at BOP. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Ashland County (Carolyn
Schultz) on April 1. A high count of 26
was reported from Dodge County (Jack
& Holly Bartholmai) on May 4. Was
present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 53 coun-
ties by then.

Townsend’s Solitaire

Reported from the two counties of
Bayfield, and Waukesha this season.
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The first individual was reported
from Bayfield County (Tim Oksiuta) on
March 4. The second one was found on
a field trip to Scuppernong Prairie in
Waukesha County (multiple observers)
on March 12.

Veery

Reported from 66 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Iowa County (John Kivikoski) on
April 24. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Forest
County (Mary Maertz) on May 8. A
high count of 22 was reported from
Douglas County (Frank Nicoletti) on
May 28. Was present across the state at
EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Bayfield
and Jefferson counties by then.

Gray-cheeked Thrush

Reported from 40 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Milwaukee County (Dale Snider)
on May 1. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from
Marinette County (Joan Campbell,
Marcia Hurst) on May 19. A high count
of five was reported from UW Arbore-
tum in Dane County (Stanislas Wroza)
on May 15. The same count was re-
ported from Milwaukee County (Mark
Korducki) on May 24. The last report
of the season came from Wisconsin
Point in Douglas County (Thomas
Wood) and Manitowoc County
(Charles Sontag) both on May 29.

Swainson’s Thrush

Reported from 57 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Schlitz Audubon Nature Center

in Milwaukee County (Barbara Keller-
mann) on April 19. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Marinette County (Joan Camp-
bell) on May 12. A high count of 28 was
reported from Bay Beach in Brown
County (Tom Prestby) on May 12. Was
present in the far north at EOP.

Hermit Thrush

Reported from 67 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered locations in
the southern part of the state at BOP.
The first report from the northernmost
counties was from Ashland County
(Janice Sharp) on April 15. A high
count of 20 was reported from Bayfield
County (Andrew Spencer) on May 29.
Was present across the northern half of
the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Ashland
County by then.

Wood Thrush

Reported from 64 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Pierce County (Maureen Walsh)
on April 23. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from
Marinette County (Marcia Hurst) on
May 5. A high count of 12 was reported
from Polk County (Joseph Hudick) on
May 22. Was present across the state at
EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Brown
and Waukesha counties by then.

American Robin

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 4925 in mi-
gration was reported from Bayfield
County (Ryan Brady) on April 15.
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A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher building its nest, as seen by Jennifer Ambrose at the Cousins Center in
Milwaukee County in late May.

Myles Hurlburt took this photograph of a Black-throated Green Warbler in Racine County in mid-
May.



Breeding was confirmed in 65 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Gray Catbird

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Taylor
County missing.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (Ryan Treves) on
April 14. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Flo-
rence County (Kay Kavanagh) on May
7. A high count of 40 was reported
from Ozaukee County (Karen Brown)
on May 15. The same count was re-
ported from Dane County (David
Kruse) on May 20. Was present across
the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 21 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Brown Thrasher

Reported from 70 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered locations at
BOP. The first report from the north-
ernmost counties was from Marinette
County (Marcia Hurst) on April 14. A
high count of 12 was reported from
Sauk County (Aaron Holschbach) on
April 18. The same number was re-
ported from Burnett County (Larry
Persico) on May 28. Was present across
the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 24 coun-
ties by then.

Northern Mockingbird

Reported from 19 counties across the
state this season.

One individual was present in Dane
County at BOP. A high count of two was
reported from Milwaukee County
(Steven Lubahn) on May 6. Was pres-
ent in scattered locations at EOP.

European Starling

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 1200 was re-
ported from Dodge County (Jack &
Holly Bartholmai) on March 3.

Breeding was confirmed in 56 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

American Pipit

Reported from 22 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Columbia County (multiple ob-
servers) on March 19. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Douglas County (Clinton Nien-
haus) on May 3. The last report from
the southernmost counties was from
Kenosha County (multiple observers)
on May 16. A high count of 50 was re-
ported from Door County (Kristy Lar-
son, Melody Walsh) on May 12. Same
number was reported from Jefferson
County (Cynthia Bridge, Aaron Stutz)
on May 14. The last report of the sea-
son came from Washington County
(Tom Schaefer) on May 25.

Bohemian Waxwing

Reported from the eight counties of
Ashland, Bayfield, Douglas, Florence,
Iron, Marathon, Oneida, and Vilas this
season.

This is significantly up compared to
two counties reporting it in Spring 2015
and one county in Spring 2014.

Was present in the northern parts of
the state at BOP. A high count of 200
was reported from Ashland County
(Nick Anich) on April 12. This was the
highest high count in five years. The
last report of the season also came from
Ashland County (Nick Anich) on April
19.
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Cedar Waxwing

Reported from 69 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 200 was re-
ported from Fond du Lac County
(Dave & Kerry Sehloff) on March 3.

Breeding was confirmed in four
counties by the end of the season.

Lapland Longspur

Reported from 32 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the southern part
of the state at BOP. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Bayfield County (Ryan Brady) on
April 15. The last report from the
southernmost counties was from Rock
County (Joshua Cullum) on May 4. A
high count of 900 was reported from
Outagamie County (Michael Gray) on
March 1. The last report of the season
came from Bayfield County (Ben Bald-
win) on May 21.

Smith’s Longspur *

Up to three individuals reported
from Dane County (Dale Bonk) on
April 23. They were observed at this lo-
cation till April 25.

A report is included in “By the Way-
side”.

Snow Bunting

Reported from 26 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP.
A high count of 150 was reported from
Marathon County (Lori Widmann) on
March 1. The last report from the
southernmost counties was from Rock
County (Joshua Cullum) on March 6.
The last report of the season came from
Cat Island in Brown County (Tom
Prestby) on May 1.

Ovenbird

Reported from 70 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Chippewa County (Joe Palzkill)
on April 27. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Dou-
glas County (Eliza Grames, Sally
Grames) on May 4. A high count of 51
was reported from Forest County
(Emily Hjalmarson) on May 25. Was
present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in five coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Louisiana Waterthrush

Reported from 17 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Grant County (Jason Thiele) on
April 12. A high count of 10 was re-
ported from Baxter’s Hollow in Sauk
County (Aaron Stutz) on May 22. This
was the highest high count in five years.
Was present in the southern part of the
state at EOP.

Northern Waterthrush

Reported from 64 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Milwaukee County (Park Staff) on
April 19. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Flo-
rence County (Kay Kavanagh) on May
3. A high count of 20 was reported
from La Crosse County (Scott Puchal-
ski) on May 12. Was present in the
northern part of the state at EOP.

Golden-winged Warbler

Reported from 65 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from La Crosse County (Dan Jackson)
on April 29. The first report from the
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northernmost counties was from Forest
County (Mary Maertz) on May 8. A
high count of 20 was reported from
Crex Meadows in Burnett County
(Larry Persico) on May 28. This was the
highest high count in five years. Was
present across the northern part of the
state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Polk
County by then.

Blue-winged Warbler

Reported from 60 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Vernon County (Gwyneth Cal-
vetti) on April 23. The first report from
the northernmost counties was from
Marinette County (Marcia Hurst) on
May 12. A high count of 30 was re-
ported from La Crosse County (Scott
Puchalski) on May 5. Was present
across mostly the southern part of the
state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in La
Crosse, Monroe and Washington coun-
ties by then.

Golden-winged ¥ Blue-winged Warbler
(hybrid)

Reported from the two counties of
Langlade and Washburn this season.

The first report was from Washburn
County (Kathy Morales, Eric Julson) on
May 16. The second report was from
Langlade County (Brian Ison) on May
19.

Brewster’s Warbler (hybrid)

One report from Kewaunee County
(Tom Zenner) on May 20.

Lawrence’s Warbler (hybrid)

One report from Vernon County
(Kelly Rueckheim) on May 14.

Black-and-white Warbler

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Lafayette County (Max Black-
bourn) on April 3. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Vilas County (Marky M, Hope
Batcheller) on May 4. A high count of
16 was reported from Pheasant Branch
Conservancy in Dane County (Heather
Kauffman, Heather Maxwell) on May
12. Was present across the state at EOP.

Prothonotary Warbler

Reported from 25 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (Stanislas Wroza)
on April 26. A high count of 15 was re-
ported from Wyalusing SP in Grant
County (Dan Jackson) on May 21. Was
present across the southern part of the
state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Grant
and Jefferson counties by then.

Tennessee Warbler

Reported from 60 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (Tim Fenske) on
April 29. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Bay-
field County (Ben Baldwin) on May 10.
A high count of 30 was reported from
La Crosse County (Scott Puchalski) on
May 13. Was present in scattered loca-
tions at EOP.

Orange-crowned Warbler

Reported from 47 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Calumet County (Jack Fry) on
April 18. The first report from the
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northernmost counties was from Bay-
field County (Rick Burkman, Ryan
Brady) on May 7. A high count of 10
was reported from Outagamie County
(Ross Mueller) on May 14. The last re-
port of the season came from Burnett
County (Samuel Anderson) on May 28.

Nashville Warbler *

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Buffalo
County missing.

The first of the season was reported
from Pheasant Branch Conservancy in
Dane County (Mike McDowell) on
April 12. This is a record early arrival
for the species. The first report from
the northernmost counties was from
Florence County (Kay Kavanagh) on
May 1. A high count of 35 was reported
from Ashland County (Joan Elias) on
May 22. Was present in mostly the
northern part of the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Bayfield
and Douglas counties by then.

Connecticut Warbler

Reported from 16 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (Stanislas Wroza,
Brian Schneider) on May 11. Also re-
ported from Racine County (Jerry De-
Boer) on the same day. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Bayfield County (multiple ob-
servers) on May 19. A high count of two
singing birds was reported from Ver-
non County (Ken Damro) on May 21.
Same count was reported from Bayfield
County (Thomas Wood) on May 29.
Was present in scattered locations in
the north at EOP.

Mourning Warbler

Reported from 51 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Waupaca County (Robert Welch)
on May 8. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Bay-
field County (multiple observers) on
May 17. A high count of 10 was re-
ported from Ashland County (Joan
Elias) on May 30. Was present across
the state at EOP.

Kentucky Warbler

Reported from the three counties of
Grant, Ozaukee, and Sauk this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Wyalusing SP in Grant County
(Josh Berman) on May 8. A high count
of three was reported from Wyalusing
SP in Grant County (Patrick Palines,
Zechariah Meunier) on May 15. The
same count was reported from the
same location (Mike McDowell) on
May 21. Was present in Grant County at
EOP.

Common Yellowthroat

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (Dale Bonk) on
April 25. Also reported from Racine
County (Jerry DeBoer) on the same
date. The first report from the north-
ernmost counties was from Douglas
County (Eliza Grames, Sally Grames)
on May 4. High counts of 50 were re-
ported independently from Dane
County (Timothy Baker) on May 15,
Burnett County (Larry Persico) on May
28 and Dodge County (Zachary De-
Bruine) on May 30. Was present across
the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in eight
counties by then.
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Hooded Warbler

Reported from 21 mostly southern
counties across the state this season.
This is significantly up compared to 15
counties reporting it in Spring 2015
and 16 counties in Spring 2014.

The first of the season was reported
from Waukesha County (Andrea Szym-
czak) on April 23. A high count of six
was reported from Waukesha County
again (Andrea Szymczak) on May 22.
Was present in the southern part of the
state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Rock and
Waukesha counties by then. Of these,
Rock County did not have a confirmed
record so far in either atlas.

American Redstart

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Waukesha County (Karen
Fiedler) on May 3. Also reported from
Rock County (Tom Klubertanz) and
Dane County (multiple observers) on
the same date. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Bay-
field County (Ben Baldwin) on May 10.
A high count of 60 was reported from
Wyalusing SP in Grant County (multi-
ple observers) on May 27. Was present
across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 14 coun-
ties by then.

Kirtland’s Warbler

Reported from Adams County this
season.

The first of the season was reported
from there (Ashley Hannah) on May
14. The high count of three was re-
ported (Andy Gilbert) on May 20 and
again (Ryan Sallmann, Bill Gross-
meyer) on May 22. Was present there at
EOP.

Cape May Warbler

Reported from 50 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season were reported
from Waukesha County (Thomas
Wood) and Manitowoc County (Bob
Domagalski) on April 25. These were
the third earliest arrivals for the species.
Also reported from Manitowoc County
(Robert Domagalski) and Dane County
(Cynthia Bridge) on the same date.
The first report from the northernmost
counties was from Vilas County (Eliza-
beth Stone) on May 4. The last report
from the southernmost counties was
from Racine County (multiple ob-
servers) on May 18. A high count of 16
was reported from Milwaukee County
(John Dixon, Jennifer Wenzel) on May
11. Was present in the northern part of
the state at EOP.

Cerulean Warbler

Reported from 27 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Jefferson County (Andrea Szym-
czak) on April 27. A high count of 20
was reported from Wyalusing SP in
Grant County (multiple observers) on
May 27. Was present in scattered loca-
tions in the southern part of the state
at EOP.

Northern Parula

Reported from 53 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Pheasant Branch Conservancy in
Dane County (Mary Maertz, Michael
Gray) on April 24. The first report from
the northernmost counties was from
Ashland County (Carol Becker) on May
6. A high count of 15 was reported
from Vilas County (Sean Burns) on
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May 18. Was present across the state at
EOP.

Magnolia Warbler

Reported from 56 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Pheasant Branch Conservancy in
Dane County (multiple observers) on
May 4. The first report from the north-
ernmost counties was from Vilas
County (Hope Batcheller) on May 8.
High counts of 20 were reported from
Dane County (Brian Rolek) on May 11,
Brown County (Jenna Walton) on May
13, and Sheboygan County (Rebecca
Sher, Seth Cutright) on May 16. Was
present across the northern part of the
state at EOP.

Bay-breasted Warbler

Reported from 42 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season were reported
from multiple locations in Dane,
Dodge, La Crosse, and Kenosha Coun-
ties (multiple observers) on May 7. The
first report from the northernmost
counties was from Marinette County
(Marcia Hurst) on May 12. A high
count of seven was reported from Mil-
waukee County (Park Staff) on May 20.
Was present in scattered locations in
the northern part of the state at EOP.

Blackburnian Warbler

Reported from 63 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Lake Park in Milwaukee County
(Zoe Finney) on April 25. The first re-
port from the northernmost counties
was from Vilas County (Stephen Fisher)
on May 7. High counts of 10 were re-
ported from Milwaukee County
(Jeanne Prochnow, Matthew Learned)

on May 11. Same count was reported
from Ozaukee County (anonymous ob-
server) on May 14. Was present across
mostly the northern part of the state at
EOP.

Yellow Warbler

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dodge County (James Frank) on
April 21. Also reported from Crawford
County (Aaron Nolan) on the same
date. The first report from the north-
ernmost counties was from Marinette
County (Robert Bergen, Mike Reese)
on May 3. A high count of 75 was re-
ported from Calumet County (Jack Fry)
on May 18. The same number was re-
ported from Burnett County (Larry
Persico) on May 28. Was present across
the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 19 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Chestnut-sided Warbler

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Taylor
County missing.

The first of the season was reported
from Outagamie County (Jeff Brink -
man) on April 14. The first report from
the northernmost counties was from
Douglas County (Clinton Nienhaus) on
May 6. A high count of 30 was reported
from UW Arboretum in Dane County
(Brian Rolek) on May 12. Was present
across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Door and
Marinette counties by then.

Blackpoll Warbler

Reported from 52 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Pheasant Branch Conservancy in
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Dane County (Mike McDowell) on
April 28. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from
Marinette County (Marcia Hurst, Joan
Campbell) on May 12. A high count of
10 was reported from Door County
(Andrea Szymczak, Tom Schaefer) on
May 20. The last reports of the season
came from Juneau County (Andrew
Spencer), Jefferson County (Aaron
Stutz) and Waupaca County (Tony
Nowak) on May 30.

Black-throated Blue Warbler

Reported from 38 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Lake Park in Milwaukee County
(Barbara Kellermann, Jeanne Proch -
now) on May 4. Also reported from Bay
Beach in Brown County (Art Son-
neland) on the same date. The first re-
port from the northernmost counties
was from Vilas County (Tom Rooney,
Marky M) on May 12. A high count of
six was reported from Outagamie
County (Deb Potts) on May 15. This
was the highest high count in five years.
Was present across the northernmost
counties with a scattering in the south
at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Forest
County by then.

Palm Warbler

Reported from 68 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Waukesha County (Tom Mertins)
on April 16. Also reported from Dane
County (Lisa Mettel, Mike McDowell)
on the same date. The first report from
the northernmost counties was from
Ashland County (Janice Sharp) on
April 17. A high count of 350 was re-
ported from Wisconsin Point in Dou-

glas County (Clinton Nienhaus) on
May 6. Was present in the northern half
of the state at EOP.

Pine Warbler

Reported from 64 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Waukesha County (Ramona
Dabey) on March 27. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Florence County (Kay Kavanagh,
Bob Kavanagh) on April 18. A high
count of 10 was reported from Milwau-
kee County (Rita Flores Wiskowski) on
May 7. Was present across the state at
EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Oneida
and Vilas counties by then.

Yellow-rumped Warbler

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Pepin County
missing.

There were scattered reports in the
winter, but the first of the season was re-
ported from Racine County (Jerry De-
Boer) on March 8 and from La Crosse
County (Alex Stark) on the same date.
The first report from the northernmost
counties was from Bayfield County
(Ryan Brady, Ben Baldwin) on April 10.
A stand out high count of 1750 during
morning flight was reported from Wis-
consin Point in Douglas County (Clin-
ton Nienhaus) on May 6. Was present
across the northern half of the state at
EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Door and
Oneida counties by then.

Yellow-throated Warbler

Reported from the three counties of
Dane, Grant, and Milwaukee this sea-
son.

The first of the season was reported
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from Wyalusing SP in Grant County
(Cicero Stewart) on April 23. A high
count of three was reported from the
same location (multiple observers) on
May 27. Was present in Grant County at
EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Grant
County by then.

Prairie Warbler

Reported from the two counties of
Dane and Waukesha this season.

The first one was a returning visitor
to Scuppernong Trail in Waukesha
County, reported since 2010. It was first
reported this season (Anne Moretti,
Andrea Szymczak) on May 3. It contin-
ued to be seen till May 27. The second
one was reported from Cherokee
Marsh in Dane County (Mary Hamp-
ton) on May 26.

Black-throated Green Warbler

Reported from 63 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Eau Claire County (Anne Ger-
aghty), Manitowoc County (Paul
Schilke) and Dane County (Lisa Mettel,
Mike McDowell) on April 24. The first
report from the northernmost counties
was from Vilas County (Hope
Batcheller) on May 4. A high count of
31 was reported from Forest County
(Emily Hjalmarson) on May 25. Was
present across the state with most con-
centrations in the northern half at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Ashland
and Bayfield counties by then.

Canada Warbler

Reported from 45 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season were reported
from Rock, Racine, Milwaukee, Dane,
Columbia, and Brown Counties (multi-

ple observers) on May 11. The first re-
port from the northernmost counties
was from Douglas County (Eliza
Grames) on May 17. A high count of 10
was reported from Milwaukee County
(Jym Mooney) on May 25. Was present
in the south-east and northern part of
the state at EOP.

Wilson’s Warbler

Reported from 52 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Kenosha County (Stan Rosen-
stiel) on May 6. The first report from
the northernmost counties was from
Bayfield County (Kathy Morales, Eric
Julson) on May 18. A high count of 12
was reported from Milwaukee County
(Jym Mooney) on May 25. Was present
in scattered locations across the state at
EOP.

Yellow-breasted Chat

Reported from the seven counties of
Dane, Florence, Grant, Kenosha, Mil-
waukee, Ozaukee, and Sauk this season.

The first of the season was reported
from UW Arboretum in Dane County
(Charles Henrikson) on May 11. Also
reported from the WGLBBO site in
Ozaukee County (Calvin Brennan) and
Warnimont Park in Milwaukee County
(Thomas Wood) on the same date. A
high count of two was reported from
Wyalusing SP in Grant County (multi-
ple observers) on May 27. Was present
in scattered locations in the southern
part of the state at EOP.

Grasshopper Sparrow

Reported from 32 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Iowa County (John Kivikoski) on
April 17. A high count of 30 was re-
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ported from Monroe County (Clay Gra-
ham, Dana Timms) on May 20. Was
present in locations mostly in the south-
ern part of the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Sauk
County by then.

Henslow’s Sparrow

Reported from 30 counties across
mostly the southern part of the state
this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Iowa County (John Kivikoski) on
April 18. A high count of 11 was re-
ported from Dunn County (Bill
Hogseth) on May 25. Was present in lo-
cations mostly in the southern part of
the state at EOP.

Le Conte’s Sparrow

Reported from 10 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Samuel Myers Park in Milwaukee
County (multiple observers) on April
26. A high count of two was reported
from Warnimont County Park in Mil-
waukee County (Thomas Wood) on
May 7. Same number was reported
from Crex Meadows in Burnett County
(Tom Laeser) on May 12. Was present
in scattered locations in the northern
part of the state at EOP.

Nelson’s Sparrow

Reported from the two counties of
Burnett (James Hoefler), and Ozaukee
(Katherine Macco) on the same date of
May 27.

American Tree Sparrow

Reported from 69 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP.
A high count of 300 was reported from
La Crosse County (Scott Puchalski) on

March 27. This was the highest high
count in five years. The last report from
the southernmost counties was from
Green County (Patrick McGowan) on
April 30. The last report of the season
came from Cat Island in Brown County
(Tom Prestby) on May 6.

Chipping Sparrow

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present in scattered locations in
the southern part of the state at BOP.
The first reports from the northern-
most counties were from Ashland
County (Nick Anich) and Bayfield
County (Ben Baldwin) on April 16. A
high count of 100 was reported from
Trempealeau County (Scott Puchalski)
on May 1. Was present across the state
at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 25 coun-
ties by then.

Clay-colored Sparrow

Reported from 63 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from St. Croix County (Kathy Fredrick-
son) on April 16. The first report from
the northernmost counties was from
Bayfield County (Tim Oksiuta, Alex
Lehner) on May 5. A high count of 50
was reported from Douglas County
(Dan Jackson) on May 30. Was present
across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in seven
counties by the end of the season.

Field Sparrow

Reported from 62 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Grant County (multiple ob-
servers) on March 10. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
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from Bayfield County (Ben Baldwin)
on April 29. A high count of 50 was re-
ported from Trempealeau County
(Scott Puchalski) on May 1. Was pres-
ent across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 15 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Lark Sparrow

Reported from 21 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Grant County (Jason Thiele) on
April 12. A high count of 10 was re-
ported from Spring Green in Sauk
County (Kate Dike) on May 2. Was pres-
ent in the southern and western part of
the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Sauk and
Waukesha counties by then. Of these,
Waukesha County did not have a con-
firmed record so far in either atlas.

Lark Bunting *

One individual reported and ac-
cepted by the WSORC from Burnett
County (K. Java) on May 16. The bird
was seen for a brief while only at Fish
Lake SWA but definitive photographs
were obtained.

Fox Sparrow

Reported from 66 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered locations in
the southern part of the state at BOP.
The first reports from the northern-
most counties were from Florence
County (Kay Kavanagh, Bob Kavanagh)
and Iron County (Bruce Bacon) on
March 30. The last report from the
southernmost counties was from
Racine County (Eric Howe) on April
30. A high count of 50 was reported
from La Crosse County (Scott Puchal-
ski) on March 27. Same count was re-

ported from Marinette County (Jay
Watson) on April 8. The last report of
the season came from Milwaukee
County (Chris Petherick) on May 14.

Dark-eyed Junco

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP.
The last report from the southernmost
counties was from Racine County (Re-
becca Jarvis, Michele Mieczkowski) on
May 5. A high count of 500 was re-
ported from La Crosse County (Scott
Puchalski) on March 27. This was the
highest high count in five years. Was
present in scattered locations in the
northern part of the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Door
County by then. Door County did not
have a confirmed record so far in either
atlas.

White-crowned Sparrow

Reported from 69 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered locations in
the southern part of the state at BOP.
The first report from the northernmost
counties was from Vilas County (Neil
Kent) on May 2. High counts of 100
were reported from Door County
(Melody Walsh) on May 10, Schlitz
Audubon Nature Center in Milwaukee
County (Judith Huf, John McCaw) on
May 11 and Horicon Marsh in Dodge
County (Chris Petherick) on May 13.
Was present in scattered locations in
the eastern part of the state at EOP.

Harris’s Sparrow

Reported from 15 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Clark County (Douglas Kieser) on
May 1. A high count of five was re-
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ported from Dunn County (Bill
Hogseth) on May 16. The last report of
the season came from Grant Park in
Milwaukee County (Dennis Gustafson,
Patrick Horn) on May 17.

White-throated Sparrow

Reported from 70 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered locations
across the state at BOP. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Vilas County (Mike Peczynski) on
April 10. A high count of 100 was re-
ported from Trempealeau County
(Scott Puchalski) on May 1. Was pres-
ent across mostly the northern part of
the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Bayfield
and Oneida counties by then.

Vesper Sparrow

Reported from 60 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Monroe County (Eric Epstein) on
March 25. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Bay-
field County (Ryan Brady) on April 15.
A high count of 12 was reported from
Adams County (Marty Evanson) on
April 23. Also reported from Monroe
County (Clay Graham, Dana Timms)
on May 25. Was present across the state
at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Mar-
quette and Sauk counties by then.

Savannah Sparrow

Reported from 67 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Pierce County (Logan Cook) on
March 5. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Bay-
field County (Ben Baldwin) on April

16. A high count of 50 was reported
from Buena Vista Grasslands in Portage
County (Chris Petherick) on April 21.
Was present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in five coun-
ties by then.

Song Sparrow

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across mostly the south-
ern part of the state at BOP. The first
report from the northernmost counties
was from Marinette County (Joan
Campbell) on March 19. High counts
of 100 were reported from Trem-
pealeau County (Scott Puchalski) on
April 3, La Crosse County (same ob-
server) on April 9 and Dane County
(David Kruse) on May 20. Was present
across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 36 coun-
ties by then.

Lincoln’s Sparrow

Reported from 47 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Grant County (John Kivikoski) on
March 11. The first report from the
northernmost counties was from Bay-
field County (Ryan Brady) on May 6. A
high count of 30 was reported from
Lake Farm County Park in Dane
County (Timothy Baker) on May 14.
This was the highest high count in five
years. Was present in scattered loca-
tions in the northern part of the state
at EOP.

Swamp Sparrow

Reported from 69 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered locations
across the state at BOP. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
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from Marinette County (Marcia Hurst)
on April 7. A high count of 47 was re-
ported from Fond du Lac County (Jeff
Baughman) on April 23. Was present
across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Chip -
pewa and Walworth counties by then.

Eastern Towhee

Reported from 68 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Lake Farm County Park in Dane
County (Benjamin Dunnington, Shawn
Miller, Charles Henrikson) on March
18. The first report from the northern-
most counties was from Vilas County
(Mike Peczynski) on April 18. A high
count of 40 was reported from Vernon
County (Scott Puchalski) on May 7. Was
present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in seven
counties by then.

Summer Tanager

Reported from the eight counties of
Bayfield, Jefferson, Kenosha, Mani-
towoc, Marinette, Milwaukee, Racine,
and Rock this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Wehr Nature Center in Milwau-
kee County (Diane Lembck) on April
27. A high count of two was reported
from Manitowoc County (Charles Son-
tag) on May 8. The last report of the
season came from Bayfield County
(Nick Anich, Ryan Brady) on May 28.

Scarlet Tanager

Reported from 69 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (Annie Shao) on
May 3. The first report from the north-
ernmost counties was from Florence
County (Kay Kavanagh) on May 9. A

high count of 17 was reported from
Wind Point in Racine County (Drew
Goldberg) on May 11. Was present
across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in four
counties by then.

Western Tanager *

Two individual reports were accepted
by WSORC this season. The first at a
residential feeder from Winnebago
County (Carol Dorsch) on April 22.
The second was observed during a field
trip to Cherokee Marsh in Dane
County (Brand Smith) on May 4.

Northern Cardinal

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 52 was re-
ported from Grant County (Richard
Ouren) on March 31.

Breeding was confirmed in 32 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Rose-breasted Grosbeak

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Menominee
County missing.

The first of the season was reported
from Wehr Nature Center in Milwau-
kee County (Jenn Silva) on April 22.
The first report from the northernmost
counties was from Marinette County
(Claire Kluskens) on April 27. A high
count of 59 was reported while banding
from Clark County (Judy Lund) on
May 18. Was present across the state at
EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 22 coun-
ties by then.

Blue Grosbeak *

Two accepted reports from Sauk
County this season. A sighting from
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Spring Green Preserve (Daryl Tessen)
was originally reported as a singing
male on May 22. This sighting later pro-
vided the second breeding confirma-
tion for the species in the state. A sec-
ond report from private property close
by was likely a distinct individual and
was also accepted by the WSORC.

Indigo Bunting

Reported from 69 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Wyalusing SP in Grant County
(Sam Fellows) on April 17. The first re-
port from the northernmost counties
was from Marinette County (Dale
Leitzke) on May 7. High counts of 25
were reported from Ashland County
(Joan Elias) on May 22 and Grant
County (multiple observers) on May
27. Was present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in five coun-
ties by then.

Dickcissel

Reported from 22 mostly southern
counties across the state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Green County (Aaron Haycraft,
Quentin Yoerger) on May 7. A high
count of 40 was reported from Thom-
son Memorial Prairie in Dane County
(multiple observers) on May 28. This
was the highest high count in five years.
Was present across the state at EOP.

Bobolink

Reported from 60 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Buena Vista Grasslands in Portage
County (Chris Petherick) on April 21.
Also reported from Eau Claire County
(Carey & Ryan Chrouser) on the same
date. The first report from the north-

ernmost counties was from Iron County
(Brett Bockhop) on May 13. A high
count of 80 was reported from Buena
Vista Grasslands in Portage County
(multiple observers) on May 25. Was
present across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Dodge,
St. Croix and Vernon counties by then.

Red-winged Blackbird

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across the southern part
of the state at BOP. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Marinette County (Marcia Hurst)
on March 8. A high count of 3000 was
reported from Lake Mills SWA in Jef-
ferson County (Jeanne Scherer, Nancy
Stanford) on March 22. Was present
across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 54 coun-
ties by then.

Western Meadowlark

Reported from 19 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Jefferson County (Aaron Stutz)
on March 9. A high count of 17 was re-
ported from Iowa County (John
Kivikoski) on March 11. Was present in
scattered locations across the state at
EOP.

Eastern Meadowlark

Reported from 64 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in the south-eastern part
of the state at BOP. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Florence County (Kay Kavanagh)
on April 6. A high count of 30 was re-
ported from Thomson Memorial
Prairie in Iowa County (Brian Rolek)
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on April 10. Was present across the
state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in nine
counties by then.

Yellow-headed Blackbird

Reported from 25 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Dane County (Mike Bailey) on
March 26. A high count of 35 was re-
ported from Outagamie County (James
Robaidek) on May 20. Was present in
scattered locations in the lower two-
thirds of the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Brown,
Dunn and St. Croix counties by then.

Rusty Blackbird

Reported from 56 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered locations in
the southern part of the state at BOP.
The first report from the northernmost
counties was from Bayfield County
(Laura Erickson) on March 14. The last
report from the southernmost counties
was from Walworth County (Richard
Smallwood) on May 1. A high count of
794 was reported in flight from Bayfield
County (Ryan Brady) on April 15. The
last report of the season came from Mil-
waukee County (Park Staff) on May 12.

Brewer’s Blackbird

Reported from 41 counties across the
state this season.

Was present in scattered locations in
the south-eastern part of the state at
BOP. The first report from the north-
ernmost counties was from Vilas
County (Sean Burns, Hope Batcheller)
on April 16. A high count of 175 was re-
ported from Collins Marsh in Mani-
towoc County (Robert Domagalski) on

March 17. Was present across the state
at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in Green,
Lincoln and Portage counties by then.
Of these, Green County did not have a
confirmed record so far in either atlas.

Common Grackle

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across the south-eastern
part of the state at BOP. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Marinette County (Marcia Hurst)
on March 8. A high count of 1000 was
reported from Trempealeau County
(Scott Puchalski) on April 16. Was pres-
ent across the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 55 coun-
ties by then.

Brown-headed Cowbird

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

Was present across the south-eastern
part of the state at BOP. The first report
from the northernmost counties was
from Marinette County (Joan Camp-
bell) on March 24. A high count of 500
was reported from Trempealeau
County (Scott Puchalski) on April 16.
This was the highest high count in five
years. Was present across the state at
EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in seven
counties by then.

Orchard Oriole

Reported from 54 counties across the
state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Sauk County (Marci Lanois) on
April 25. This is a tie for the second ear-
liest arrival for the species. A high
count of 10 was reported from Trem-
pealeau County (Zaila Anderson) on
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May 14. Same count was reported from
Calumet County (Jack Fry) on May 18.
Was present across the southern two-
thirds of the state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in seven
counties by then. Of these, Chippewa
County did not have a confirmed
record so far in either atlas.

Baltimore Oriole

Reported from all 72 counties across
the state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Mead SWA in Marathon County
(David Swartz) on April 15. The first re-
port from the northernmost counties
was from Douglas County (Richard
Clearman) on May 8. A high count of
56 was reported from High Cliff SP in
Calumet County (Stuart Malcolm) on
May 9. Was present across the state at
EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 43 coun-
ties by then.

House Finch

Reported from 66 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 45 was re-
ported from Marathon County (Sharee
Hurtgen) on March 4. 

Breeding was confirmed in 28 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Purple Finch

Reported from 67 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP.
The last report from the southernmost
counties was from Rock County (Joel
Thiele) on May 7. A high count of 72
was reported in flight from Bayfield
County (Ryan Brady) on April 15. Was
present across the northern part of the
state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in
Chippewa County by then.

Red Crossbill

Reported from 14 mostly northern
counties across the state this season.

The first of the season was reported
from Juneau County (Jennifer Rothe,
Stephen Rossiter) on March 3. A high
count of 53 was reported from
Necedah NWR in Juneau County
(Thomas Wood) on March 22. Was
present in scattered locations in the
northern part of the state at EOP.

White-winged Crossbill

Reported from the four counties of
Bayfield, Brown, St. Croix, and Wau -
shara this season.

The first report was also the high
count of five individuals and came from
Bayfield County (Barbara Molden-
hauer) n March 8. The last report came
from St. Croix County (Mary Roen) on
March 31. 

Common Redpoll

Reported from 57 counties across the
state this season. This is significantly up
compared to 45 counties reporting it in
Spring 2015 and two counties in Spring
2014.

Was present across the state at BOP.
The last report from the southernmost
counties was from Racine County (Eric
Howe) on March 18. A high count of
769 in flight was reported from Bayfield
County (Ryan Brady) on April 15. This
was the highest high count in five years.
The last report of the season came from
Bayfield County (Ryan Brady) on May 6.

Hoary Redpoll

Reported from the five counties of
Bayfield, Forest, Marathon, Polk, and
Wood this season.
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Was present in scattered locations in
the northernmost part of the state at
BOP. A high count of two was reported
from Forest County (Mary Maertz) on
March 13. The last report of the season
came from Bayfield County (Ryan
Brady) on April 10.

Pine Siskin

Reported from 66 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP.
A high count of 150 was reported from
Washington Island in Door County
(Melody Walsh) on March 16-17. Was
present in scattered locations across the
state at EOP.

Breeding was confirmed in 16 coun-
ties by then. Of these, Crawford, Door,
Manitowoc, Marinette, Outagamie, and
Waupaca counties did not have a con-
firmed record so far in either atlas.

American Goldfinch

Reported from 71 counties across the
state this season with only Menominee
County missing.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 125 was re-
ported from Sauk County (Marci
Lanois) on March 24.

Breeding was confirmed in six coun-
ties by the end of the season.

European Goldfinch

Reported from the five counties of
Crawford, Kenosha, Manitowoc, Mil-
waukee, and Racine this season. This is
significantly up compared to two coun-
ties reporting it in Spring 2015 and
Spring 2014.

Was present in scattered locations in
the south-eastern part of the state at
BOP and EOP. A high count of 13 was
reported from Kenosha County (John

Longhenry) on March 4. This was the
highest high count in five years. 

Breeding was confirmed in Racine
County by then.

Evening Grosbeak

Reported from 12 mostly northern
counties across the state this season.

Was present in the far northern part
of the state at BOP and EOP. A high
count of 65 was reported from Florence
County (Bob & Kay Kavanagh) on April
15.

House Sparrow

Reported from 70 counties across the
state this season.

Was present across the state at BOP
and EOP. A high count of 200 was re-
ported from Polk County (Rachel Jus-
tice) on May 14.

Breeding was confirmed in 44 coun-
ties by the end of the season.

Eurasian Tree Sparrow *

One individual reported from Bay-
field County (Ryan Brady) on May 6.
The bird was initially identified by its
call and photographed were subse-
quently obtained.

CITED CONTRIBUTORS:

Aaron Haycraft, Aaron Holschbach,
Aaron Nolan, Aaron Stutz, Adam
Sinkula, Alex Lehner, Alex Stark, An-
drea Szymczak, Andrew Spencer, Andy
Cassini, Andy Gilbert, Andy Paulios,
Anne Geraghty, Anne Moretti, Annie
Shao, Ari Faith, Art Sonneland, Ashley
Hannah, Barbara Kellermann, Barbara
Moldenhauer, Barry Baumann, Ben
Baldwin, Ben Johnston, Benjamin Dun-
nington, Bill Bauer, Bill Grossmeyer,
Bill Hogseth, Bob Kavanagh, Brand
Smith, Brandon Braden, Brenda Ne-

96 The Spring Season: 2016



jedlo, Brett Barker, Brett Bockhop,
Brian Doverspike, Brian Ison, Brian
McCaffery, Brian Rolek, Brian Schnei-
der, Brianna Wordell, Bruce Bacon,
Calvin Brennan, Carey & Ryan
Chrouser, Carl Schroeder, Carl
Schwartz, Carol Becker, Carol Dorsch,
Carolyn Schultz, Ceci Kiefer, Charles
Henrikson, Charles Sontag, Chris Peth-
erick, Christine & Robert Huebner,
Christine Uhe, Cicero Stewart, Cindy
Lupin, Claire Kluskens, Clay Graham,
Clinton Nienhaus, Cody Mitchem,
Colleen Wilkinson, Craig & Olivia
Kruse, Curt Meine, Cynthia Bridge,
Dale Bonk, Dale Leitzke, Dale Snider,
Dan Belter, Dan Jackson, Dana Timms,
Dani Baumann, Darwin Tiede, Daryl
Christensen, Daryl Tessen, Dave &
Kerry Sehloff, Dave Brasser, David Ack-
erman, David Edlund, David Kruse,
David Sample, David Schrab, David
Swartz, David Willard, Deb Potts, Den-
nis Kirschbaum, Dennis Gustafson,
Diane Lembck, Don DeWitt, Doug
Stratton, Douglas Kieser, Drew Gold-
berg, Edgar Spalding, Eliza Grames,
Elizabeth Stone, Else Karlsen, Emily
Hjalmarson, Eran Perkins, Eric Epstein,
Eric Hough, Eric Howe, Eric Julson,
Eric Ollie, Erin Giese, Frank Nicoletti,
Frank Sharkozy, Genna Erickson,
George & Bonnie Wood, Guy David,
Gwyneth Calvetti, Haris Domazet,
Heather Kauffman, Heather Lally,
Heather Maxwell, Hope Batcheller,
Jack & Holly Bartholmai, Jack Fry, Jack
Swelstad, Jacob Collison, James Frank,
James Hoefler, James Robaidek, Jan Ax-
elson, Jan Collins, Janice Sharp, Jason
Thiele, Jay Watson, Jean Booth, Jean
Casper, Jeanne Prochnow, Jeanne
Scherer, Jeb Barzen, Jeff Bahls, Jeff
Baughman, Jeff Brinkman, Jenn Silva,
Jenna Walton, Jennifer Ambrose, Jen-
nifer Rothe, Jennifer Wenzel, Jerry De-

Boer, Jesse Ellis, Jessica Johnsrud, Jes-
sica Kivikoski, Jim Otto, Jim Schwarz,
Joan Campbell, Joan Elias, Joan Som-
mer, Joanne Bartkus, Joe Palzkill, Joel
& Patti Trick, Joel Thiele, John Dixon,
John Kivikoski, John Longhenry, John
McCaw, John O’Donnell, Jon Roti Roti,
Jon Thometz, Jos Kater, Joseph Hudick,
Josh Berman, Josh Seibel, Joshua Cul-
lum, Judith Huf, Judy Haseleu, Judy
Lund, Jules Teskie, Julie Woodcock,
Jym Mooney, K. Java, Karen Brown,
Karen Etter Hale, Karen Fiedler, Kate
Dike, Katherine Macco, Kathy Fredrick-
son, Kathy Morales, Katrina DeWitt,
Kay Kavanagh, Keith Merkel, Kelly
Rueckheim, Ken Damro, Kim Kre-
itinger, Kris Perlberg, Kristin Anderson,
Kristin Schmitt, Kristin Wegner, Kristy
Larson, Kurt Miller, Kyle Lindemer,
Kyle Schumacher, Landon Neumann,
Larry & Jan Kraemer, Larry Persico,
Laura Erickson, Laura Wentz, Laurie
Bender, Linda Fritschel, Lindsey Ben-
der, Lisa Mettel, Logan Cook, Lori Wid-
mann, Lydia Doerr, Lynn Erickson,
Marci Lanois, Marcia Hurst, Marilyn
Bontly, Marion Kivikoski, Mark Kor-
ducki, Mark Vaughan, Marky M, Marty
Evanson, Marty Lohman, Mary Backus,
Mary Hampton, Mary Kloepping, Mary
Korkor, Mary Maertz, Mary Murrell,
Mary Roen, Mary Schommer, Matthew
King, Matthew Learned, Matylda Lally,
Maureen Walsh, Max Blackbourn, Max
Witynski, Melody Walsh, Michael Gray,
Michael Hendrickson, Michael Kloep-
ping, Michael O’Connell, Michele
Mieczkowski, Michelle Abel, Mike Bai-
ley, Mike McDowell, Mike Peczynski,
Mike Reese, Mike Wanger, Myles Hurl-
burt, Nancy Nabak, Nancy Stanford,
Nathan Holoubek, Nathan Martineau,
Neil Kent, Nick Anich, Nick Barber,
Nick Mimier, Nolan Pope, Pam Camp-
bell, Pamela Hoyland, Patrick Horn,

The Passenger Pigeon, Vol. 79, No. 1, 2017 97



Patrick McGowan, Patrick Palines, Paul
Hayes, Paul Kinzer, Paul Schilke, Paula
Anich, Peder Svingen, Peter Fissel,
Quentin Yoerger, Rachel Justice, Ra-
mona Dabey, Rebecca Jarvis, Rebecca
Sher, Richard André Rivard, Richard
Clearman, Richard Ouren, Richard
Smallwood, Rick Anderson, Rick Burk-
man, Rick Fare, Rick Pertile, Rita Flo-
res Wiskowski, Rob Pendergast, Robert
Bergen, Robert Domagalski, Robert
Shields, Robert Welch, Ross Mueller,
Roy Zimmerman, Ryan Brady, Ryan
Rickaby, Ryan Sallmann, Ryan Treves,
Ryne Rutherford, Sally Grames, Sam
Fellows, Sam Krerowicz, Samuel An-
derson, Sandi Brunette-Hill, Sara
Kehrli, Sarah Sabatke, Scott Puchalski,
Sean Burns, Seth Cutright, Sharee

Hurtgen, Shawn Miller, Sherry Frazier,
Spence Stehno, Stan Rosenstiel, Stanis-
las Wroza, Stephen Fisher, Stephen
Rossiter, Steve Betchkal, Steve Brezin-
ski, Steve Murkowski, Steve Thiessen,
Steven Lubahn, Stuart Malcolm, Sum-
ner Matteson, Sunil Gopalan, Susan
Kulinski, Ted Judy, Ted Keyel, Tessah
Schulte, Thomas Schultz, Thomas Tier-
ney, Thomas Wood, Tim Fenske, Tim
Oksiuta, Timothy Baker, Timothy
Wycoff, Todd Ward, Tom Fiebelkorn,
Tom Klubertanz, Tom Laeser, Tom
Lally, Tom Mertins, Tom Prestby, Tom
Rooney, Tom Schaefer, Tom Zenner,
Tony Nowak, Trey McCuen, Wendy
Schultz, Willson Gaul, Zachary DeBru-
ine, Zaila Anderson, Zechariah Meu-
nier, Zoe Finney, Zoe Yoerger

98 The Spring Season: 2016

Jeremy Meyer photographed this Long-tailed Duck at Bender Park in Milwaukee in early March.



The clouds were once alive. Massive
cumulonimbi flapped and cooed

and streaked across the sky—flocks of
Passenger Pigeons descending on
oaken forests to breed. They were once
the most abundant bird in North Amer-
ica with a population of 3 to 5 billion at
the European settlement’s dawn (“The
Passenger Pigeon”, 2001). The popula-
tion plummeted due to hunting and
habitat destruction. In 1914, a pigeon
named Martha dropped dead to the
bottom of her cage at the Cincinnati
Zoo, marking the pigeon’s final extinc-
tion (“The Passenger Pigeon”, 2001).
In “On a Monument to the Pigeon”,
renowned conservationist Aldo Leo -
pold argues that our empathy for natu-
ral history as demonstrated through
mourning the Passenger Pigeon is what
makes humanity superior to other
biota, not our technological achieve-
ments. Leopold, through his diction
and imagery, effectively infuses his
elegy with subtle criticism—American
society lost more from the pigeon’s ex-
tinction than it gained from material
advancement. Leopold’s essay, pub-
lished within A Sand County Almanac,
touches on the dilemma between
preservation and development that un-
derscores sustainability today, especially

with the threat of anthropogenic cli-
mate change causing increased extinc-
tions. 

To reveal this dilemma between soci-
ety and nature, Leopold contrasts the
material ‘gains’ of human development
with the spiritual loss of the Passenger
Pigeon’s extinction. He casts doubt on
what people gained from material de-
velopment at the expense of nature
and the pigeons. He provokes the
reader to reflect on this tradeoff by pos-
ing the rhetorical question, “The gadg-
ets of industry bring us more comforts
than the pigeons did, but do they add
as much to the glory of spring?”
(Leopold, 1949/1966, p. 116). Leo -
pold’s juxtaposition of the lifeless, me-
chanical “gadgets of industry” with the
renewal, beauty, and growth connoted
by “glory of spring” creates antithesis,
which appeals to the reader’s emo-
tional connection to nature. This an-
tithesis strengthens the persuasive
power of his rhetorical question by in-
fluencing the reader to reassess his or
her values—is the poetic and spiritual
comfort of spring worth sacrificing for
hollow material advancement? 

After unsettling the reader with this
question, Leopold deepens his appeal
to the reader’s sympathy for other or-
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ganisms. He argues that people are “fel-
low-voyagers” with other creatures in
“the odyssey of evolution”, and hu-
mankind should therefore feel a “kin-
ship” and “a sense of wonder” toward
other biota (Leopold, 1949/1966, p.
117). His use of the word “fellow”
places humanity on a common level
with other lifeforms to evoke empathy
from the reader. Leopold’s argument is
centered on an existence value of na-
ture. People should sympathize with
and respect other organisms because
these creatures too are alive. 

After stirring the reader’s compas-
sion, Leopold shifts to criticizing that
these sympathies are lacking in much
of humanity. Using parallel structure,
Leopold (1949/1966) lists a series of in-
stances in which extinction occurred
due to a lack of human empathy and
thought. With each example, Leopold
grows more critical, escalating from
prehistoric people hunting the last
mammoth for survival to the purpose-
less slaughter of the last Great Auk (p.
117). Instead of accusing the readers of
lacking biotic sympathy, Leopold
(1949/1966) pulls them toward his side
by using the inclusive pronoun “we” (p.
117). Leopold (1949/1966) then builds
up to his crucial point, our empathy in
mourning the loss of the Passenger Pi-
geon is what makes humanity superior
to “the beasts”, not industrial advance-
ments in technology (p. 117).
Leopold’s uses the word “beasts” to
strike discord in the reader because
“beasts” carries a negative connotation
of savagery that clashes with his earlier
reference to “fellow-creatures” in a saga
of evolution. This dissonance parallels
the human capacity to both lovingly
embrace nature and isolate ourselves
from it as we destroy it. 

Due to his effort to widen his audi-

ence, the bluntness of Leopold’s criti-
cism of humanity’s role in the pigeon’s
demise varies among his different
drafts of the essay. “On a Monument to
the Pigeon” originated as a speech
Leopold gave to the Wisconsin Society
for Ornithology (WSO) at the 1946 un-
veiling of a pigeon monument’s plaque
(Temple, 2014, p. 9). This original
speech was a broader, more scathing di-
atribe against valuing materialism over
nature meant to catalyze an audience
of WSO members who knew Leopold
and identified with his beliefs. The sec-
ond draft appeared a year later in
WSO’s booklet Silent Wings and was
much more tightly focused on the Pas-
senger Pigeon itself (Temple, 2014, p.
10). 

Between the second draft and the
final draft featured in A Sand County Al-
manac, Leopold (1947) chose to omit
one key paragraph that directly blamed
humanity for the extinction of the Pas-
senger Pigeon: “. . . Because our sorrow
is genuine, we are tempted to believe
that we had no part in the demise of
the pigeon. The truth is that our grand-
fathers, who did the actual killing, were
our agents . . .” Without this paragraph,
Leopold, in the final version, blames
people for the pigeon’s extinction eu-
phemistically. There is some ambiguity
as to why he chose to remove this key
paragraph from his final draft. Dr. Curt
Meine, Leopold scholar and biogra-
pher, suggested that Leopold may have
removed this paragraph to eliminate re-
dundancy and to achieve better consis-
tency in his style. Dr. Meine also men-
tioned that Leopold may have wanted
to extend the essay beyond the context
of unveiling the WSO’s plaque memo-
rializing the pigeons (C. Meine, per-
sonal communication, October 4,
2016). The shift in audience from WSO
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members, who shared Leopold’s be-
liefs, to the more diverse, interdiscipli-
nary readership of A Sand County Al-
manac may have strongly influenced
Leopold’s rhetorical decision. To per-
suade these new readers to agree with
his ethical approach to conservation,
Leopold may have softened his criti-
cism into a subtler and more nuanced
manner to avoid alienating them. 

While sustainable development em-
braces the idea of compromise,
Leopold argues that any attempt at
compromise between preserving the pi-
geons and maintaining America’s in-
dustrial growth would have failed.
Leopold (1949/1966) describes the
Passenger Pigeon as “a biological
storm” and “the feathered lightning”
(p. 118). The metaphor of comparing
the pigeon to a fiery thunderstorm ef-
fectively captures its power, beauty, and
transience. Leopold (1949/1966) res-
urrects the pigeon on the page with po-
etic imagery: “. . . the feathered tempest
roared up, down, and across the conti-
nent, sucking up the laden fruits of the
forest and prairie, burning them in a
traveling blast of life” (p. 118). This sen-
tence’s sweeping length parallels the
motion and vastness of a flock of pi-
geons descending on the land. The
rich imagery reflects the pigeon’s
beauty, while diction choices such as
“tempest” suggest that like a thunder-
storm, the pigeon had a powerful in-
tensity and ability to shape the land.
However, a storm or fire requires high
energy levels to maintain itself just as
the pigeon needed immense forested
space to persist. Thus, Leopold
(1949/1966) laments that when the set-
tlers hunted pigeons and deforested
the land, “his [the pigeon’s] flame gut-
tered out with hardly a sputter or even
a wisp of smoke” (p. 118). The fire

metaphor enhances the reader’s per-
ception of the pigeon’s ecological
fragility and transience. By referring to
the Passenger Pigeon as “he” rather
than “it”, Aldo Leopold draws the
reader into empathizing with the pi-
geon, by giving it an almost human di-
mension. 

To broaden his call for increased em-
pathy, Leopold analogizes mourning
the Passenger Pigeon to humankind’s
capability for cherishing natural his-
tory. The pigeon “loved his land” for
the present, whereas loving “what was is
a new thing under the sun” (Leopold,
1949/1966, p. 119). Leopold puts “was”
in italics to emphasize the importance
of being able to love the past. The
phrase “new thing under the sun” is
used earlier to refer to people mourn-
ing the pigeon’s extinction. This repe-
tition creates a direct parallel between
the two paragraphs, allowing Leopold
to evoke that grieving for the Passenger
Pigeon and loving one’s history contain
the same sentiment. When Leopold
(1949/1966) remarks “this ability is un-
known to most people and all pigeons”
(p. 119), he is gently criticizing hu-
manity for its obsession with the mate-
rial present. As an animal, the pigeon
can only focus on consuming its pres-
ent resources. Despite the human abil-
ity to reflect on the past, however, the
majority of people are at the level of the
pigeons—absorbed in exhausting the
land’s current resources. 

To Leopold, American natural his-
tory and the history of American soci-
ety are intertwined. He interweaves the
two histories when he writes, “To see
America as history, to conceive of des-
tiny as a becoming, to smell a hickory
tree through the still lapse of ages . . .”
(Leopold, 1949/1966, p. 119). In his
earlier draft, Leopold (1946) used the
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phrase “the land” instead of “America”.
The land connotes nature, but “Amer-
ica” evokes both the physical land and
the sociocultural spirit of the country’s
people. Leopold’s change further per-
suades the reader that the history of the
land and the history of the American
people are fused entities that have
shaped each other. Leopold (1949/
1966) encourages the reader with a
final call to action to achieve this ap-
preciation of the collective memory of
land and people through “the free sky
and the will to ply our wings” (p. 119).
Repeating this phrase creates a power-
ful contrast between the Passenger Pi-
geon’s literal flying toward consuming
the present’s fruits and metaphorically
describing people’s moral capability to
love and remember the past. Leopold
concludes by arguing that this moral ca-
pability is what makes people superior
to animals, not material achievement.
Leopold repeats a sentence from ear-
lier in the essay as the final sentence to
strike a chord with the reader that
being able to mourn the Passenger Pi-
geon reveals the uniquely human ca-
pacity for biotic and historical empathy. 

Ultimately, in “On a Monument to
the Pigeon”, Aldo Leopold argues that
our moral empathy for natural history
is what makes us human through his
lamentation of the Passenger Pigeon’s 
extinction. Leopold criticizes an Amer-
ican society that overvalues technologi-
cal progress at the expense of destroy-

ing nature. He leaves the issue of how
to shift to a more sustainable society
where material advancement and
wildlife coexist unresolved for the
reader to grapple with. Humanity is re-
sponsible for impending drops in bio-
diversity due to habitat loss, resource
exploitation, and anthropogenic global
warming. Society must continue to
struggle with this unresolved tension
for the future’s sake. Leopold (1949/
1966) argued, “To love what was is a
new thing under the sun” (p. 119). To
create a sustainable future, society must
broaden his paradigm—to love what
will be is a new thing under the sun.
Global society is just now beginning to
fall in love with the possibilities un-
furled by sustainable development. 
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50 Years Ago—Nancy Nabak

excerpts from

The Passenger Pigeon, Spring 1967, 
Volume 29, Number 1

The cover of The Passenger Pigeon, Spring 1967 has a sketching of a
Double-crested Cormorant, drawn by Daniel W. Anderson. Inside, there
is a report on the status of Wisconsin cormorants by Mr. Anderson and
Frances Hamerstrom. The eleven-page report details the cormorant
breeding range, nesting activity, pesticides, and habitat deterioration and
has this to say in its general conclusion: “Locally, it appears that cor-
morants may move into an area, nest for a number of years (in Wiscon-
sin for example, from one year in several cases, to four years at Horicon,
to at least 26 years at Lac Du Bay), and then move to another location.
Most alarming, however, is the complete disappearance of the cor-
morants from large areas. We do not believe that in Wisconsin today the
total number of nesting pairs exceeds a rough estimate of 30.”

There were also three yellow-sheeted bird surveys inserted in The Pas-
senger Pigeon from the WSO Research Committee. Projects on the Har-
rier (Fred & Marguerite Baumgartner), Loggerhead Shrike (Tom Erd-
man), and the Belted Kingfisher (Frank Renn) were being conducted
simultaneously. 

Wisconsin’s first Eurasian Tree Sparrow was caught by Don Beimborn
in Oconomowoc on March 29, 1966. 

A Long-billed Curlew was observed by Norman Stone of Grantsburg
in the Crex Meadows refuge on May 25th.
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This juvenile Northern Goshawk watched as Stephen Fisher created this portrait in Langlade County
in early March. 



Written documentation of seasonal
highlights include:

Eurasian Wigeon, Cinnamon Teal,
Yellow Rail, White-winged Tern, Tropi-
cal Kingbird, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher,
and Smith’s Longspur.

Eurasian Wigeon 
March 12, 2016 – Kewaunee County

This was an adult male so the identi-
fication was easy.

It had a dark rufous head with a
creamy yellow forehead, a pink breast,
gray wings, sides and flanks, black un-
dertail coverts and a white femoral
patch. There was a thin white horizon-
tal flank line. The bill was blue, and
when the air distortion was minimal, a
small black “nail” could be seen at the
tip of the bill.

The size was comparable to the
American Wigeons (1 male, 1 female)
in its company.

Similar Species: The male is quite dif-
ferent from an American Wigeon
which has a gray head with a green fa-
cial patch and orange sides. I found it
most closely resembled the Redheads
which also had a dark rufous head and
gray wings and sides. However, the Red-
heads had black breasts and lacked the
creamy forehead and white femoral
patch.

—Thomas Wood, 
Menomonee Falls, WI

Cinnamon Teal 
May 1, 2016 – Racine County

While walking on the board walk 5
ducks which were scared up by people

walking in front of me. 4 of them were
blue-winged teal, but the other one
stood out because of its brilliant solid
cinnamon body and head color. It had
the same wing pattern as the others
with the pale blue coverts and green
speculum. It looked a bit bulkier than
the blue-winged teals. I determined it
to be a male cinnamon teal. 

Similar Species:  Cinnamon body
color and lack of white hip patch sepa-
rated it from male blue-winged teal. I
had once seen a hybrid of the 2, but saw
no evidence at all of a faint white hip
patch nor black in facial area. 

—Rick Fare, Mount Pleasant, WI

Yellow Rail
May 22, 2016 – Oconto County

These bird were heard-only as this
species often is. While conducting a
WDNR marsh bird survey, I received an
immediate clicking response from ap-
propriate sedge marsh habitat. It was a
rhythmic clicking in groups of 2 or 3 or
4, repeated forming a series. It sounded
exactly the same as clicking 2 quarters
together. The tone was stronger and
heavier than a noise a frog could give.
There were two counter-singing males
on this evening and one on a return
visit the evening of 6/12. 

Similar Species:  No birds really
sound like this. Weird Spring Peeper
noises are the closest but this was heav-
ier, more rhythmic, and a fuller sound.
I have a lot of experience with frog
calls. 

—Tom Prestby, Green Bay, WI
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White-winged Tern
May 22, 2016 – Manitowoc County

This was an adult in full breeding
plumage. The size of the bird, as com-
pared to the other terns it was associat-
ing with, was that it was the smallest
bird present. It was very small when
seen next to a Caspian Tern, and just a
little smaller than the Common Terns
it was resting with. The body (head,
chest, upper belly, and back) was a solid
black color. The bill appeared to be all
dark, but on a few occasions I could
briefly see a reddish hue when seen at
the right angle, but it was often hard to
make out. The rump area (both upper
and lower) and the tail was white, and
this stood out very clearly when the bird
preened or was seen in flight. The legs
were a bright orange-red in color.
When the bird was seen at rest, the
folded wings appeared grayish-white
overall, but the area around the shoul-
der was solid white. The primaries ap-
peared to be grayish.

Similar Species: Black Tern would be
the only other species that this bird
would be similar with. Black Tern don’t
have the bright orange-red legs, the
solid white upper and lower rump and
tail, or the amount of white in the wings
that a White-winged Tern has.

—Dan Belter, Wausau, WI

Tropical Kingbird
May 19, 2016 – Bayfield County

I was leading a field trip for the
Chequamegon Bird and Nature Festi-
val and we were scoping some terns on
the dock when Kathy Morales tapped
me on the shoulder and said, hey,
what’s this bird—is it a Great Crested
Flycatcher? To which I replied “No!”,
ripped my scope from Tom Matthiae’s
hands, and told the group to get on the
bird. Initially I figured WEKI was likely

but mentioned we really needed to get
a look at the tail. I called Ryan Brady
and he arrived within minutes. When
Ryan arrived, I mentioned to him I still
wasn’t satisfied with the looks I was get-
ting at the tail—I could not see dark
with white edges. He had an angle on
the bird that allowed a good look as it
sallied out into the bay, and announced
there was no white on the tail, and the
chase was on, to get good documenta-
tion and sort out whether this was a
Tropical or a Couch’s. We then chased
the bird around the RV park for the
next hour, and Ryan obtained some ex-
cellent photos, much better than mine,
which I think are key to clinching this
ID.

After I dove into the literature, I felt
fairly comfortable this was a Tropical
but Ryan wasn’t really sold. He pitched
the bird to ID-Frontiers, and the basic
impression we got was that as far as
Couch’s v Tropical, there are birds on
either end that are safely identifiable
and then there are tweeners. Everyone
who commented seemed comfortable
with this being a Tropical without hedg-
ing. You can currently view those posts
here, or at the archived version in the
references section of this write up. I’ll
email a word doc to Quentin that is eas-
ier to view. http://birding.aba.org/mail-
listdigest/IDF

Bill size:

I didn’t make any attempt to quantify
an estimate of it (I was considering try-
ing to estimate the size of the eye or an-
other object and estimate how long the
bill was [I did not do this, but if the rest
of this evidence does not convince you,
I really could try]), but based on all the
photos I’ve looked at, and all the opin-
ions we received at ID-Frontiers, the bill
alone seems to be large enough to con-
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clusively make this a Tropical. Figure 7
from the Traylor paper indicates Trop-
icals always have larger bill lengths then
Couch’s, in many regions, not overlap-
ping. Based on that paper, it seems to
indicate that anything with a bill length
from 18.5–21.5 mm is guaranteed to be
a Couch’s—so those data do back up
people’s assertions that you can call
these birds based on long bill length
alone.

Bill shape:

Skye Haas has viewed a number of
specimen trays of yellow-bellied king-
birds and indicated to me that the
number one difference in Tropical vs.
Couch’s is the bill. While I already dis-
cussed bill length, it’s also clear that bill
shape and bill width are quite different.
The first photo here shows the mag-
num bill on a typical Tropical:

http://www.birds.cornell.edu/crows/
kingbirdsX.htm

And fortunately we have a shot of this
on our bird here that I think is pretty
convincing:

http://www.pbase.com/rbrady/
image/163284138

Head giss:

If you google enough of Couch’s and
Tropical, you’ll be able to see for your-
self the average differences here. Kevin
Karlson has made a nice comparison
with average birds here:

http://kevinkarlsonphotography.
com/gallery/v/Frontiers/Figure+
152 +-+Couch_s+Kingbird+and+
Tropical+Kingbird_+new+Sept+201
3.jpg.html

Again, it’s probably true that there
are birds that fall in the middle range

that you can’t confidently pin down,
but for the ones you can, I’m seeing:

Tropical:

Larger bill
Wider head (in side view)
More squared off or evenly round

head
Low contrast between white malar

and gray rear cheek

Couch’s:

Smaller bill
Smaller head
Often head peaked to rear
Often stronger contrast between the

white on the lower front cheek and
darker gray on rear cheek

Try it yourself, after looking at some
classic birds, it’s pretty easy after a while
to get a good impression of the typical
head and bill shape. I made a collage of
just head profiles and showed it to Skye,
and he correctly called 6 of 6 birds I
pulled from eBird (and concurs that
our bird is a Tropical).

Wingtip formula:

In Couch’s, p5 is drastically smaller
than p6, while in Tropical, p5 is only
subtly smaller than p6 (Pyle, Figure
166, page 253 in my copy). While not
the best shots, (and it’s not entirely
clear if a spread wing like this is an op-
timal way to examine what is shown in
Pyle), two of Ryan’s photos appear to
support the Tropical wing pattern:

http://www.pbase.com/rbrady/
image/163284125

http://www.pbase.com/rbrady/
image/163284131

Primary length: Howell and Webb
talk about the primary tip spacing as a
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way to differentiate these, but I wasn’t
able to see this well on any of the pho-
tos. One of the references mentioned
something to do with primary exten-
sion but I wasn’t able to make much of
this either.

It’s also worth noting this is appar-
ently a SY bird based on the molt in the
secondaries. Peter Pyle adds it appears
to be a female subspecies occidentalis
but I may have to take his word on that!

Notched tail:

Tropical has a more strongly notched
tail than Couch’s (Figure 167 in Pyle).
While variable in photos (and at times
it seems like a stray rect obscures this)
in many cases the tail is showing more
of a fork than you’d expect with
Couch’s:

http://www.pbase.com/rbrady/
image/163284149

http://www.pbase.com/rbrady/
image/163284144

Coloring:

It’s unclear to me if this is a consis-
tent feature worth putting any weight
on, but I would say the upper back of
our bird was mostly light gray with a
tinge of lime green. The tail was a
muted dark brownish gray. The breast
was light yellow fading to strong yellow
on the lower belly. In general, Couch’s
is described as having slightly brighter
colors, and many photos seem to show
the upper back with a little brighter
green. The next day I found a North-
ern Mockingbird here and initially it
was facing away and I saw the gray back
and I got all excited for a second be-
cause I thought it was the Tropical. 

While some of the features men-
tioned here are slight and not all of
them are diagnostic by themselves, I

also think it’s notable than there are re-
ally no features pointing in the Couch’s
direction and nobody we asked about
this bird was leaning that way at all.

In summary, the number of features
that can be seen in the photos, includ-
ing the extreme bill length, combined
with the opinions of ID experts who
have seen far more birds from this
species pair than I have, lead me to feel
quite comfortable with this being a
Tropical. I just can’t see how you’d
shoehorn this individual into being a
Couch’s given the bill length and other
features described above. 

Similar Species: Lack of white on tail
eliminates the more expected Western
Kingbird and Cassin’s Kingbird. Exten-
sive text elsewhere in this write up re-
garding Couch’s. 

—Nick Anich, Ashland, WI

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
April 24, 2016 – Portage County

I first noticed the bird while driving
south on Brilowski, it was perched on a
telephone line near Oxbow Rd, I
quickly pulled over to the shoulder as
the bird flew to a nearby sign and sat
for about 5 minutes, then disappeared.

Adult Male:

Pale gray head and back, whitish
front that turned into a buffy-orange on
the belly and similar color on the un-
derwing, the bright reddish armpits
were striking in flight and showed well.
Also, noted slightly darker area be-
tween bill and eye. The wings were top
of wings and tail were black with white
trimmings. Shape was the most distinct
feature of this bird, similar body shape
to Western Kingbird, with long, ele-
gant, trailing tail which had a deep fork
in flight. Bill was short and slightly slim,
black in color. With the tail the bird was

108 “By the Wayside”—Spring 2016



about the same length as a Thrasher
give or take an inch or two.

Similar Species:  Western Kingbird—
would have a shorter tail, stockier build,
more of a lemon-yellow coloring un-
derneath, darker gray on the head,
would lack the color on the axillaries. 

Say’s Phoebe—would have shorter tail,
more ashy-gray overall coloring, smaller
and more compact build, more tawny-
cinnamon belly and undertail, and
would be tail-bobbing.

Cassin’s Kingbird—Similar to WEKI
but, with darker gray head and back
with more contrast with throat. 

Eastern Kingbird—contrasting black
and white pattern with short, squared
off tail with white band at the tip.

Fork-tailed Flycatcher—(yeah, right),
defined black cap, pure white under-
parts, pale underwings, more extreme
tail to body ratio. Would have caused
much more animated reaction to ob-
server.

Trop/Couch’s Kingbird—shorter tails,
thicker bills, more of an olive-yellowish
on the back.

Longer tail and paler back than the
myiarchus flycatchers. 

—Rob Pendergast, Plover, WI

Smith’s Longspur
April 24, 2016 – Dane County

2 Smith’s had been flushed earlier,
bit I missed them completely. A large
group of longspurs moved into the
area, and were circling the area. As they
came by I focused on the ones with
good lighting. I immediately got on a
male Smith’s. The deep orange under-
parts and white points stood out. Even
though I first saw the 3 white points, I
never focused on the tail, the strong
white lesser coverts really stood out, as
did the white eyebrow. I could see the
white spot near the eye which was sur-
rounded by black. The orange seemed
to cover all the underparts and went up
the nape. The shape and size was the
same as all the Lapland’s. Later as the
big Lapland group took off i saw the tail
of a Smith’s, before they cleared the
horizon. Very bright white on both
sides of the tail for the whole length.
Too much white for a Lapland or a Ves-
per Sparrow, or even a pipit.

Similar Species:  I’ve been walking
fields looking for Smith’s every couple
days, for the last couple weeks. I’ve
seem Lapland’s every time out. Even
though they have white above the eye
and a chestnut collar, they don’t have
orange underparts and white lesser
coverts, pipits and Vesper don’t either. 

—Steve Thiessen, Stoughton, WI
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Jeff Galligan found this juvenile Great Horned Owl in the Lakeshore Preserve in Madison in mid-
March.



The WSO Records Committee re-
viewed 88 records of 45 species for

the Spring 2016 season, accepting 74 of
them (84%). Highlight of the season
was the Tropical Kingbird found in Bay-
field County. This is a first State record
of Tropical Kingbird following the one
previous accepted Tropical/Couch’s
Kingbird record from 2011. Another
bird that made a big splash this season
was the White-winged Tern in Mani-
towoc, seen by many over two days in
late May. This was only the second time
the species was found in the state and
the first since 1873.

ACCEPTED RECORDS

Table 1 provides a list of records ac-
cepted by the WSO Records Committee
during the Spring 2016 season. Infor-
mation on each record, such as species,
location, observer(s), and date(s), is ac-
companied by the tally of votes made by
the five-person committee. Records
with one or fewer dissenting votes are
accepted into the state records.

RECORDS NOT ACCEPTED

In the header for each record, voting
tallies are shown in parentheses. Votes
to accept are listed first. Two or more
dissenting votes from the five-person
committee results in a Record Not Ac-
cepted.

Great Grey Owl—
Kenosha County, 10 October 2015 (0-
5).

The report is of a bird seen at sunset.
“This owl had to be 2 ft” and “have
heard hoots 2 times at night”.

.A picture was provided showing the
silhouette of an owl with visible
“horns”. A Great-horned Owl.

Bobolink—
Yerges Rd, Dodge County, 03 March
2016 (2-3).

The report was of two males that
“were black in color and had the classic
yellow at the back of the head and
white patch on the wings and flashed
white as they flew off.”

This is a very brief report of a sight-
ing that would be more than 5 weeks
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earlier than the previous record. In fact
this would be an extraordinary sighting
anywhere in the upper Midwest. More
complete documentation would be re-
quired for the committee to accept
such a record.  

Chestnut-sided Warbler—
Appleton, Outagamie County, 14 April
2016 (0-5).

The report is of a pair of warblers in
a flock of Yellow-rumped Warblers. The
birds were seen at a distance of about
30 feet by eyesight only, no optics. The
description given was “the birds turned
broadside with the western light I could
vividly see the brown(chestnut) on its
upper side in the male. The female’s
brown banding was less distinct but yet
visible. I could also see the black
“whisker” and eye line. I also clearly saw
the yellow crown on the male.”

This would be a record early sighting
by three days. The committee feels that
it would be very difficult to correctly
identify both a male and female war-
bler at that distance by eyesight. Would
also like to see more discussion about
how other similar species were elimi-
nated as possibilities.

Common Eider—
Turtle Flambeau Flowage, Iron County,
30 April 2016 (0-5).

The report is of a bird that the ob-
server indicates they “thought it might
be a hooded merganser, bufflehead, or
goldeneye due to the black and white
appearance.” When seen through a
spotting scope they noted “The duck
was considerably larger than the other
species, the orange bill was prominent,
the head of the duck sloped down to
the bill (somewhat similar to that of a

canvasback), the black (or dark) cap
and the overall coloration/configura-
tion was unmistakable. The duck was
unique in appearance to any other
duck I’ve seen in Wisconsin and I could
and was able to clearly note the identi-
fying characteristics of the duck.”

The committee found this report to
be interesting but lacking in enough
description of the bird itself to allow for
identification. The bird may appear
“unmistakable” or “unique in appear-
ance” but that does not help identify it.
The description that was provided does
not eliminate the possibility of a scoter
species.

Hooded Oriole—
Walworth County, 18 May 2016 (0-5).

The report is of a bird that “Appears
to be a hooded oriole, except tail is not
black, rather yellowish. A little thinner
than a Baltimore oriole. Patch of black
on its face, rest of body is yellowish.”

A picture of the bird was provided
showing a first year male Orchard Ori-
ole.

Lark Bunting—
Pekala Rd, Juneau County, 19 May 2016
(0-5).

The report is of a pair of birds de-
scribed as “mostly black with white
feathers on approximately half of the
ends of their wings. The tips of the tail
had a “hint” of white. They were
smaller then a robin, but a similar
shape and their beaks were smaller, not
as sleek or long as a black bird. Similar
to a finch but with more bulk.” The
birds were observed in a limestone
ravine with paper birch and pine trees
as well as various other hardwoods.

The description of the birds does not
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seem to definitively identify these birds
as Lark Buntings. The habitat is wrong
for a grassland species. 

Laughing Gull—
Wind Point, Racine County, 18 March
2016 (0-5).

The report included a description of
a “Medium size gull, smaller than the
herring gulls, about the same size as the
ring-bill gulls. Upper pattern: medium
gray back, gray streaks on nape, white
top of head, black wing tips with no no-
ticeable white tips to primaries, edge of
secondaries whiter than the grey of the
back. Under pattern: Body feathers
white, secondaries very light grey
(darker than body, but still a light
grey), primaries grey that darken to
black at their tips. Very dark legs, feet
and bill. Dark eye.”

Also provided the following discus-
sion of similar species “Differs from
ring-bill gull by wing tip color, leg color,
bill color, nape color. Differs from her-
ring gull by size, leg color, bill color, un-
derwing plumage pattern. Differs from
Bonaparte’s gull by size, upper wing
color pattern, leg color, shape/length
of bill. Black-headed gull eliminated by
the leading edge of the wing primaries
not being white, and because a black-
headed gull would be even less likely to
be here. Differs from Franklin’s gull by
size, wing tip color, head color and bill
size.”

When submitting a report of a gull
species it is very important to indicate
the age of the bird. Plumage varies
greatly within each species seasonally as
they mature. The committee noted
they would like to see more details re-
garding the size of the bird, shape of
the bill, and color of the mantle.

Least Bittern – 
Bear Lake, Portage County, 16 April
2016 (0-5).

The report is of a heard only bird lo-
cated in “the cattail area on Bear Lake,
I heard its very clear “poo-poo-poo” vo-
calization.” Also described as “It did
have a similar sound to a Black-billed
Cuckoo, but this bird only gave a 3 part
vocalization with a different tone.”

This would be a record early occur-
rence in the state. The observer indi-
cated that this was the first time ever
hearing a Least Bittern and that the
sound was heard only once. Given that
there are several similar calls, the inex-
perience of the observer, and the early
time frame the record was not ac-
cepted. 

Nashville Warbler – 
Madison, Dane County, 14 April 2016
(2-3).

The report is of a heard only bird.
The call was described as “A clear, re-
peating “vi-chee vi-chee vi-chee
chichichi” call. High, very warbl-ish res-
onant sound. It sounded as if it was giv-
ing quick bursts of song as it foraged
and moved very quickly.” The reporter
included the following: “The call did
not match the long trill of a pine war-
bler, and the bird seemed to be too low.
(We’ve never had PIWA in our yard, ei-
ther). Call was slightly more careful and
melodious than Yellow-rumped War-
bler, with a more pointed range of
pitches and clear articulation. Much
less frantic and whistling than a Ruby-
Crowned Kinglet call.”

This record would be very early. The
committee that a heard only bird with a
variable call should include a visible
sighting for the sighting to be accepted.
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Pacific Loon – 
Harrington Beach, Ozaukee County, 14
April 2016 (1-4).

The report was of a bird seen flying
past a quarter mile out over Lake Michi-
gan. The observer noted “As it ap-
proached is was smaller, more stream-
lined than the Commons and did not
have the light color typical of the winter
Red-throated.” “There was a sharp
straight contrast between the back of the
neck and front (contrast to Common);
bill was straight (not upturned as Red-
thr.) and thinner than Common.”

The committee feels that to see the
identifiable field-marks on a bird flying
by at that distance would be difficult.
The description provided did not ade-
quately rule out Red-throated Loon.

Western Sandpiper – 
Horicon Marsh Boardwalk, Dodge
County, 30 April 2016 (1-4).

The report given was “First impres-
sion, I thought I had my FOY SESA,
based upon size—larger than the LESA
and smaller than the PESA’s nearby,
overall shape—kind of chunky with
short primary projection and dark legs
(all black). Looking closer, I noticed
that the bill shape & length didn’t seem
right for SESA. This bird’s bill was all
black, fairly thin and pointed—similar
to LESA’s structure, but was long and
decurved—similar to WRSA. Note:
WRSA was eliminated by size, shape
and wing projection.”

“I was watching this bird through my
scope when they dispersed and heard
the bird’s short quick call note: a fairly
light? “jeet” , not like the loud “cherk”
I would expect from a SESA. The only
concern I have is that this bird lacked
any rusty/chestnut feather in its up-

perparts (head, cheeks and back). The
bird was definitely not in alternate
plumage and was more brown overall
in its upperparts. The underparts
where white and there was heavier
markings in the upper breast then one
would expect to see on a SESA. Sepa-
rating SESA & WESA can/is challeng-
ing but my impression is that this bird
was a WESA.”

A series of photos was also provided.
As the observer noted, this is a very

difficult identification, especially in this
plumage. Committee members noted
the bird pictured showed more brown
tones than the expected gray of a West-
ern Sandpiper. The call notes described
sound correct, but can be very hard to
interpret. This bird could have been a
Western Sandpiper but there was too
much doubt for the committee to ac-
cept this record.

Western Sandpiper – 
Horicon Marsh Boardwalk, Dodge
County, 30 April 2016 (0-5).

The report described the bird as “It
did not have the elongated body of the
Baird’s or White-rumped. The black
legs and bill were easily seen. The bill
was long and decidedly drooped at the
tip. The upper body was grayish with no
rufous showing making this bird in win-
ter plumage.”

The committee feels that there is not
enough detail in this report to elimi-
nate much more common species such
as a Semipalmated Sandpiper.

Slaty-backed Gull – 
Milwaukee County, 31 January 2016 (1-
4).

The report describes the bird as
“Medium sized gull with dark gray man-
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tle verging on black resting on ice with
hundreds of other gulls. Legs were pink
and the streaking near the face was
prominent”. Also discussed similar
species as “great and lesser black-
backed gulls. This bird had a lighter
mantle and “string of pearls” on wings”.
A very distant, grainy photo was pro-
vided.

The committee feels that this report
does not contain enough details to
clinch the id of a Slaty-backed Gull.
More detail is need regarding under-
wings, the bird size, structure, or eye
color. Hybrid black-backed ¥ Herring
Gulls can appear very similar. 

Vermillion Flycatcher – 
South of Readfield, Waupaca County,
14 May 2016 (0-5).

The report was of a bird with its “en-
tire head and breast were bright red.
From what I could tell the back and tail
were dark black. This doesn’t match
the Vermillion Flycatcher pictures per-
fectly since there wasn’t a noticeable
black band by the eyes and the beak ap-
pears thicker than a flycatcher.”

Photos were provided.
The observer correctly noted field-

marks that do not match a Vermillion
Flycatcher. The photos provided show
a Scarlet Tanager.
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Jeff Galligan spotted this American Bittern flying at Nine Springs Natural Area in Dane County in
mid-May.
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A Sedge Wren imaged by Jeff Galligan advertises its territory at Nine Springs Natural Area in Dane
County in late May.



After a long battle with cancer,
Daniel D. Berger passed away at his
home in South Pasadena, CA on De-
cember 27, 2016. Dan was 85 years old.
Dan was a lifelong raptor researcher.
He traveled the continent from the Dry
Tortugas to the Arctic learning every-
thing he could about raptors.

Dan was born in Milwaukee, WI
where as a teenager he joined the John
Muir bird club. With a strong interest
in falconry and birds of prey he and fel-
low bird club member Helmut Mueller
took a trip to Cedar Grove, WI where
they had learned that the Milwaukee
Public Museum ran a hawk trapping
station. Finding the place abandoned
the two young men took ownership. In
1950 Dan began his unprecedented
run, trapping raptors at the Cedar
Grove Ornithological Research Station
(CGORS) for 65 years. Over 43,000
hawks, falcon, eagles and owls have
been trapped and banded at CGORS.
Dan has only missed three fall hawk mi-
gration seasons since 1950.

In 1949 Dan began his career in rap-
tor research by obtaining bands from
R.H. Pough of the American Museum
of Natural History in New York. In
those days you started out as a “band-
ing cooperator”. Banding raptors in
and around the Milwaukee area was the
beginning. Dan received his own band-
ing permit in 1954.

While studying at the University of
Wisconsin – Madison, Dan met another
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In Memoriam: Daniel D. Berger 

by Tom Meyer

raptor enthusiast, Jack Kaspar. Jack
joined the crew at Cedar Grove and
continued until his death in 2015. In
those early years it was Jack that had a
car and was able to provide transporta-
tion between Madison and Cedar
Grove.

In 1950–51 Dan and Helmut did sur-
veys on the Mississippi river for nesting
peregrines. Surveys were suspended
when no nesting pairs could be found.
When peregrines returned to the cliffs
along the Mississippi so did Dan. Until
the age of 80 Dan was still involved
banding cliff nesting peregrines on the
Mississippi River with Bob Anderson.



Dan also worked for over a decade
with Jerry Craig and the Colorado Divi-
sion of Wildlife banding peregrine fal-
cons on cliffs in the Rocky Mountains.

Through Joe Hickey at UW-Madison
Dan was hired to do peregrine falcon
surveys. Dan and a crew checked all
known nesting sites east of the Missis-
sippi and north into Canada and found
no active nests.

It was through Helmut Mueller that
Dan met Frederick and Frances Hamer-
strom. Dan joined these pioneers in the
field of raptor research on many differ-
ent projects including northern harrier
and snowy owl research.

During the 1950’s and 60’s Dan and
Helmut were also banding the few os-
prey and bald eagles that could be
found in north central Wisconsin.

Untold numbers of young aspiring
raptor researchers were mentored by
Dan. Many of our raptor researchers
throughout the country today have at
one time or another passed through
Cedar Grove. 

Dan’s legacy will continue through
his contributions to raptor research. He
will be missed at Cedar Grove. We will
miss his smile, his laughter and espe-
cially his stories.
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Jeremy Meyer found this male Black-and-white Warbler in Whitnall Park in Milwaukee County in
early May.



Jennifer Ambrose is an avid birder and
the editor of Wisconsin Metro
Audubon Society’s newsletter The Trum-
peter. She enjoys photographing birds,
especially when they are caught in mat-
ing or territorial displays or taking
baths. When she’s not birding, she
teaches composition and communica-
tion classes at Milwaukee area colleges. 

Stephen Fisher is a serious amateur
photographer, enjoying both landscape
and wildlife photography. He is a re-
tired high school English teacher who
worked as an environmental/wildlife
educator and Education Director for
the Raptor Education Group, Inc.
(REGI) for seven years following his re-
tirement from teaching in Wausau. He
now serves as a volunteer at REGI, res-
cuing and/or transporting sick and in-
jured birds. He and his wife, Evelyn,
have always enjoyed and respected the
natural world, and he has a special 
appreciation for birds, particularly rap-
tors. He also enjoys traveling, reading,
hiking, snowshoeing, observing wild -
life, spending time at his cabin in
northern Vilas County, walking his dogs
in the wonderful Wisconsin outdoors,
and lifelong learning.

David Franzen and his wife, June, have
lived in Phelps, Wisconsin since 1969.
He worked for 34 years in the woods of
northern Wisconsin, retired from the

U.S. Forest Service in 2001 and from a
private forestry consulting business in
2004. After retirement he took up bird
photography with most of his work
being shot within 100 yards of his
house. His primary interest is in photo-
graphing bird behavior. He does not
use blinds, but quietly waits in a chair
for a bird to strike an interesting pose
within close range. During 34 years of
forestry work, he captured with the
mind, many images that far surpass
what he has captured with the camera.
The most beautiful nature scene he
ever viewed was encountered while
trout fishing a small stream surrounded
by maple forest that had sparse under-
story prior to spring leaf emergence.
On that misty morning, a huge timber
wolf glided over a hill across the stream
and came toward him to stream’s edge.
When a wolf moves slowly, it kind of
glides effortlessly, and this big guy was
more like a spirit than a real animal. A
real magical moment. David does occa-
sional slide programs for local groups.

Jeff Galligan is 48 years old and lives in
Middleton, Wisconsin. He is a retention
program advisor and the coordinator
of a mentoring program for students of
color at Madison College and recently
completed his doctorate in educational
leadership. He enjoys wildlife photog-
raphy (especially birds), reading, cook-
ing, traveling, kayaking, and hiking. 

121

About the Artists



Greg Hottman is an amateur wildlife
photographer from Oregon, Wiscon-
sin. Greg started out taking pictures of
birds, mostly warblers, to help with
identification. As a youngster in the 60s
he can remember seeing flashes of red
going through the yard in his home-
town of Cross Plains and running inside
to the Encyclopedia Britannia to see
what bird that might have been. He in-
herited that “those cows ain’t gonna
milk themselves” gene so he gets up
early, gets most of his work done by
6am which frees him up for the rest of
the day. Greg’s favorite birds to photo-
graph are owls. The neighborhood
foxes are fun too.

Michael J. Huebschen is the current Art
Editor for The Passenger Pigeon and has
been an amateur wildlife photographer
for over 45 years. He is retired from
UW-Oshkosh and lives in Oshkosh, Wis-
consin with his wife, Cynthia. They
enjoy travel, wildlife observations, hik-
ing, canoeing and fishing.

Jim Kuchler is an avid outdoor photog-
rapher focused on travel, wildlife, fine
art landscape, recreation and conserva-
tion sports.  Based in Whitewater and
Winter, Wisconsin, Jim does his bird
watching while hiking the Southern
Kettle Moraine and paddling the waters
of the Flambeau River State Forest.

Jeremy Meyer has been interested in
birds for as long as he can remember.
He started taking pictures of birds
when he was 11 when his grandpa gave
him his old camera. Ever since then

bird photography has been a passion.
As he got older the more he got into it.
His mom and he would walk the Oak
Leaf Trails in search of birds. As his pas-
sion grew he started to adventure into
the parks and forests.  He would go out
dressed in full camouflage to allow him
to get as close as possible without dis-
turbing them and still be able to watch
them in their natural habitat. After
years of doing that he stumbled across
the wisbirdn list while trying to find in-
formation about a Snowy Owl in Mil-
waukee. That was three years ago, and
ever since he’s been traveling the state
taking photographs of birds. He enjoys
sharing his pictures with everyone, es-
pecially family and friends who are not
fortunate enough to see the birds
themselves. In the future he hopes to
travel the country and continue his pas-
sion of bird photography.

Eric Preston is an amateur nature pho-
tographer who travels the Midwest, and
beyond, to photograph the natural
world. He especially likes looking for
and photographing birds and butter-
flies in the native grasslands of south-
ern Wisconsin. His photographs have
appeared in numerous books and mag-
azines, including Birder’s World and
Gulls of the Americas. He has been inter-
ested in birds and nature for most of
his life. He currently lives in Madison,
Wisconsin with his wife, Kim, and son,
Anders.

Adam Sinkula is an avid birder from
Green Bay who grew up on a small fam-
ily farm in Kewaunee.  This allowed for
time to explore the woods and river
nearby where he fell in love with na-
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ture.  He then attended UW-Stevens
Point and got his degree in Wildlife
and minor in Biology.  He first picked
up birding after college and quickly be-
came addicted.  He is currently the Ke-
waunee County Coordinator for the
Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas II as well
as co-chairman (with Nancy Nabak) of
the Big Bay Birdathon.  He also takes
pride in finding local birds in Ke-
waunee and Brown Counties.

Victoria Sokolowski reports that her
biggest love is photographing wildlife,
especially birds and insects, which she
finds fascinating and challenging. She
tries to give the viewer insight into the
personality of the animal she is photo-
graphing, and she loves interactions be-
tween animals. Her goal is to bring en-
joyment and knowledge to those who
don’t have the privilege of living as
close to wildlife as she does. She also
owns a veterinary clinic so she works
with clients and their pets all day. She
considers herself very lucky to be able

to live her dream vocation in such a
wonderful area like Wisconsin.

Rita Flores Wiskowski is a birder/pho-
tographer from South Milwaukee. In-
terested in birds and nature from a
young age, she became a serious birder
in 2008, inspired by a family of Great
Horned Owls nesting in her neighbor-
hood. Shortly after, she discovered the
wonderful network of birders in Wis-
consin who are willing to share knowl-
edge, sightings, and adventures, and
she was hooked. These days, when she
is not working her day job as a fundrais-
ing professional, she can be found bird-
ing, with a pair of binoculars in one
hand, and her camera attached to a
monopod in the other. Besides birding
and photography, her passions include
environmental advocacy and educa-
tion. She serves on the boards of
Lakeshore State Park, Friends of the
Mill Pond & Oak Creek Watercourse,
and Wisconsin Metro Audubon Society.
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Jeff Galligan caught this Bonaparte’s Gull in mid-flight off North Point Beach in Milwaukee in late
April.



AUTHORS

The Passenger Pigeon, issued quarterly
by the Wisconsin Society for Ornithol-
ogy (WSO), publishes articles on Wis-
consin birds, on ornithological topics
of interest to WSO members, and on
WSO activities and business. Anyone
with a serious interest in Wisconsin
birdlife—whether a professional or-
nithologist or an amateur birder – is en-
couraged to submit articles and obser-
vations to this journal. The Editors are
happy to discuss ideas for articles with
potential authors.

Readers are encouraged to submit
articles to be considered for publica-
tion in The Passenger Pigeon. It should be
noted that all research articles will be
submitted for peer review. Articles not
presenting research will go through the
traditional editorial process. The edi-
tors will do as much as possible to see
that work is published, including offer-
ing suggestions for improvement when
pertinent. 

General articles should be sent via
email to PassengerPigeon@WSOBirds.
org and research-based articles should
be sent directly to the Peer Review Edi-
tor, Matt Hayes at research@wsobirds.
org. If necessary, articles may be sent by
surface mail to: Passenger Pigeon, 5018
Odana Rd, Madison, WI 53711.

Following are specific guidelines for
submission:

• The article should have not been
previously published in a different
journal.

• The text must be in Word format

(.doc or .docx), either Word for
Windows or Word for Mac.

• The manuscript should be double-
spaced throughout (including fig-
ure and table captions) and use
12-point Times New Roman or
Calibri font style.

• The text must be on pages sepa-
rate from figures and tables.

• On the title page, provide the ar-
ticle title, name, address, tele-
phone number, and email address
of all authors of the article. 

• Include the acknowledgments, lit-
erature cited, and a brief biogra-
phical sketch of each author at the
end of the manuscript.

• Research articles should generally
follow standard scientific format,
with separate sections for abstract,
introduction, methods, results,
discussion, conclusions, and bibli-
ography. Deviations from this for-
mat (e.g., combined results and
discussion section) will be consid-
ered on an individual manuscript
basis.

• The spelling of common and sci-
entific bird names should follow
the most recent edition of the
Checklist of North American Birds
(see http://checklist.aou.org), pub-
 lished by the American Ornithol-
ogists’ Union (AOU), or the most
recent updates to the checklist.

• When appropriate, lists of species
in tables or text should follow the
most current AOU taxonomic se-
quence.

• Use capital letters for the full com-
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mon names of birds (e.g., Ameri-
can Robin, Red-headed Wood-
pecker).

Guidelines for submitting 
figures and tables:

• Each figure and each table must
be on a separate page. 

• Captions for all figures should be
sent as a separate text file, not em-
bedded with the figure.

• Figures and tables should be sub-
mitted in a way suitable for black-
and-white reproduction.

• Tables are to be created as ‘typists’
tables.’   This involves creating a
tabular version of your table in Mi-
crosoft Word without using the ac-
tual “Table” function in that pro-
gram. Instead, use tabs to separate
your columns and a carriage re-
turn to separate rows—do not add
spaces to make columns line up.
Alternatively, tables may be sub-
mitted as Microsoft Excel spread-
sheets.

Guidelines for citing literature in text:

Citations should be listed chrono-
logically in parentheses:

• No comma between author(s) and
date: (McGhee 1995)

• Use “and” between two authors:
(Li and Aschenbrenner 2007)

• If more than two authors, use “et
al.:” (Moreau et al. 2015) 

• Personal communication or refer-
ence to unpublished data: Cite the
person’s initials and surname, in-
stitutional affiliation, followed by
“pers. comm.” or .“unpub. data.”
Example: (E. Ramirez, University
of Wisconsin-Madison, unpub.
data). 

• Works by the same author(s) in

the same year are arranged alpha-
betically by article title and differ-
entiated by letter (1998a, 1998b).

Guidelines for formatting references
in bibliography section:

References at end of document
should be listed alphabetically by last
name of first author, then in increasing
chronological order. Follow the models
below for citing books, book chapters,
journal articles, etc.

Sample References:

Reller, A.W. 1972. Aspects of behavioral
ecology of Red-headed and Red-bel-
lied woodpeckers. American Midland
Naturalist 88(2): 270–290.

Bajema, R.A. and S.L. Lima. 2001.
Landscape-level Analyses of Hen -
slow’s Sparrow (Ammodramus hen -
slowii) Abundance in Reclaimed
Coal Mine Grasslands. The American
Midland Naturalist 145(2): 288–298.

Curtis, J.T. 1959. Vegetation of Wisconsin:
An Ordination of Plant Communities.
Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin
Press.

Gregg, L. 2006. Gray Jay. Pages 296–297
in N.J. Cutright, B.R. Harriman, and
R.W. Howe (Eds.), Atlas of the Breed-
ing Birds of Wisconsin. Waukesha: Wis-
consin Society for Ornithology.

Estades, C.F. 1997. Habitat fragmenta-
tion, pine plantation forestry and the
conservation of forest bird commu-
nities in central Chile. Master of Sci-
ence Thesis, University of Wisconsin-
Madison.

Kilvington, M., J. Rosier, R. Wilkinson
and C. Freeman. 1998. Urban
restoration: Social opportunities and
constraints. Paper presented to the
Symposium on Restoring the Health
and Wealth of Ecosystems, Christ-
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church, New Zealand, September
28–30.

National Audubon Society. 2014. Christ-
 mas Bird Count Historical Results.
www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/hr/
index.html [accessed September 1,
2013].

Strickland, D. and H. Ouellet. 2011.
Gray Jay (Perisoreus canadensis). In A.
Poole (Ed.), The Birds of North Amer-
ica Online. Ithaca, NY: Cornell Lab of
Ornithology. http://bna.birds.cornell.
edu/bna/species/040 [accessed De-
cember 31, 2015].

Artists

All photos must be submitted as jpeg
digital images in e-mail attachments to
Michael Huebschen, the Assistant Edi-
tor for Art, at mhuebschen4@gmail.
com. They will be stored in secure dig-
ital files until recommended for a given
quarterly issue of The Passenger Pigeon. 

Although we would prefer to print
all images chosen for The Passenger Pi-
geon in color, many will be printed in
black & white due to the prohibitive
cost of printing everything in color.
One image per issue will be selected as
a color cover photo. Every effort will be
made to use the best photos submitted
by as many contributors as possible.
The Editors will make the final selec-
tions.

Following are the criteria for sub-
mitted work:

1. Jpeg digital images of photos,
drawings, paintings, sculptures, wood
carvings, quilts or other artistic works
featuring birds seen or photographed
in Wisconsin should be sent as email at-
tachments and should be in as large a
size as possible, with resolution of at
least 300 d.p.i. (1.2 megabytes for black-
and-white and 1.5 megabytes for color).

Lower resolution simply does not print
well and pixel-dense images make the
best candidates for printing since they
often need to be cropped. All photos of
birds submitted must have been taken
in Wisconsin. 

2. Please note: since the seasonal re-
ports are for the year previous to the
current issue, any photographs for a
given issue should also be from the
same period. For example, photo-
graphs for the Winter, 2015 issue
should have been taken on or between
December 1, 2014 and February 28,
2015; photographs for Spring 2016
should have been taken on or between
March 1, 2015 and May 31, 2015; for
Summer, 2016 on or between June 1,
2105 and July 31, 2015; and for Fall
2016, on or between August 1, 2015
and November 30, 2015. 

3. All images submitted must be ma-
terial not previously published in The
Passenger Pigeon.

4. All images must include the bird
species name and name of the artist.
Date and location are also necessary in
the case of photographs. Images of
works other than photographs should
have a title if one has been selected. 

5. The most useful images are those
in “portrait” format, rather than “land-
scape” format. A cropped photo 4¢¢ hor-
izontal by 5¢¢ vertical is ideal for consid-
eration for a cover photo. The “fill
page” images are also best done in por-
trait format and might run as large as
4.75¢¢ ¥ 7¢¢. The editors may do some ad-
ditional cropping of images for publi-
cation. 

6. Since no images will be returned,
the submission must be high-resolution
copy of the original. In most cases con-
tributors will have cropped the images
for the best effect. Cropping the images
too tightly should be avoided since the
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editors may choose to do more crop-
ping. All unused or unusable digital im-
ages will be destroyed after the issue
goes to press. 

7. It is the policy of Wisconsin Soci-
ety for Ornithology not to offer mone-
tary compensation to contributing
artists for use of their images in The Pas-
senger Pigeon. The Society is grateful for
those who have contributed limited use

of their images for publication in The
Passenger Pigeon in the past and to those
who will do so in the future.

8. When images have been selected
and approved for each quarterly issue,
a short biography from each contribut-
ing artist will be requested. It is tradi-
tion to publish those in the “About the
Artists” pages of each issue.
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A female Purple Finch pauses on a tree limb in Vilas County in late April, as photographed by David
Franzen.
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Adam Sinkula in Kewaunee County captured this image of a Rough-legged Hawk in mid-action in
early March.
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THE WISCONSIN SOCIETY FOR ORNITHOLOGY
The Wisconsin Society for Ornithology is an educational and scientific non-
profit organization founded in 1939 “to encourage the study of Wisconsin
birds.” The Society achieves this goal through programs in research, education,
conservation and publication.

OFFICERS (2016–2017)

President Michael John Jaeger, president@wsobirds.org, 608-335-2546

Vice President Andy Cassini, vicepresident@wsobirds.org, 414-313-2167

Secretary Jennifer Wenzel, secretary@wsobirds.org, 262-488-8077

Treasurer Dani Baumann, treasurer@wsobirds.org, 262-617-1268

COMMITTEE CHAIRS (2016–2017)

Annual Convention Christine Zimmerman, convention@wsobirds.org
Badger Birder Carl Schwartz, badgerbirder@wsobirds.org
Bookstore Darwin Tiede, 920-997-9418, bookstore@wsobirds.org
Communications Kristin Bowers, communications@wsobirds.org 
Conservation Andy Cassini, conservation@wsobirds.org
Development Mary Korkor, development@wsobirds.org
Education Jim Knickelbine, education@wsobirds.org; 

Ed Hahn, youtheducation@wsobirds.org
Field Trips Thomas R. Schultz, 920-960-1796 and Jeffrey L. Baughman, 

920-960-4732; fieldtrips@wsobirds.org
Historian Nancy J. Nabak, historian@wsobirds.org
Honey Creek Levi Wood, honeycreek@wsobirds.org
Membership Kim Kreitinger, membership@wsobirds.org

Passenger Pigeon Editors Charles A. Heikkinen and Delia O. Unson, 
passengerpigeon@wsobirds.org, 608-206-0324 (Chuck); 608-235-8914
(Delia)

Records Quentin Yoerger, records@wsobirds.org
Research Matt Hayes; research@wsobirds.org
Scholarships and Grants Aaron Greene; grants@wsobirds.org


