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Check out this table of holiday bird cookies:  Blue-throated Humming-
bird (right), Rock Ptarmigan (center right), Northern Shoveler (top), Great Gray Owl (lower 
center right), Bay-breasted Warbler (left of center), Clark’s Nutcracker (bottom left), Vermil-
ion Flycatcher (extreme left), Wilson’s Warbler (extreme right), Lewis’ Woodpecker (center 
left), Northern Parula (top left), Clay-colored Thrush (bottom right) and Fuzzy Marshmallow 
Chick (bottom right corner)

A family field guide 
 to holiday bird cookies

By Steve Betchkal 
       By its plumage, each wild bird is named;  
       by its frosted topping, each cookie is   
       tamed. 
       At the Betchkal household in Eau Claire, 
the birding never stops. Even indoors.  
        And not even for the holidays. 
       “My Mom makes a ton of Christmas 
cookies every year, and so we all have to 
pitch in and help frost them,” said Davyd 
Betchkal, who, with his partner Kim, trav-

els all the way from Denali National Park 
in Alaska to spend time in Wisconsin each 
mid-winter.  
     “A couple of years ago my brother Em-
erson was helping us frost cookies at the 
dining room table, and each of his cookies 
was painstakingly ornate.  
      "So the rest of started to get into it, 
too. We said, ‘Oh! We could do birds! That 
would be fun! We could do these accurate 

Living bird updates: Golden-winged Warblers, Page 5; Peregrine Falcons, Page 10;  
Snowy Owls, Page 10; Grouse, Page 21;  Whooping Cranes, Page 22

Please turn to Page 16

Planning begins 
for care, use  
of Honey Creek 
addition
By Michael John Jaeger 
WSO President 
     This fall Honey Creek Committee Chair 
Levi Wood and I spent some time on the 
UW-Madison campus.  The Nelson Envi-
ronmental Institute offers a professional 
master’s degree program in environmental 
conservation (EC), an accelerated, 15-month 
curriculum combining on-campus and 
remote experiences, ending with the stu-
dent’s completion of an intensive individual 
project. 
     One class that all EC students take is 
Conservation Planning, to learn the practical 
steps in working through major conserva-
tion projects or issues.  WSO’s recently-
purchased 104-acre Dischler Tract addition 
to WSO’s Honey Creek Preserve was used 
as one of the students’ group projects.  Five 
of them worked with Levi and me over a 
10-week period to undertake a management 
plan for the property. 
     I’ll spare you the details of all the steps 
what their planning exercise involved, but 
it was detailed, comprehensive and makes 
my head hurt just thinking about it.  The 
student team was assisted by some incred-
ibly smart individuals, UW-Madison Prof. 
Arlyne Johnson; Alicia Barceinas Cruz, 
a UW-Madison teaching assistant; Mike 
Mossman, a retired DNR ecologist; and Ann 
Calhoun, The Nature Conservancy’s Baraboo 
Hills project coordinator.  I thank them for 
all their contributions. 
     The students’ vision for this project is to 
manage the Dischler Tract to maintain the 

Please turn to Page 20
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Kate’s Quotes

‘Tis the season! Give the gift of WSO! 
A membership in the Wisconsin Society for Ornithology makes a 
great gift for friends and family. Give the gift of WSO this holiday 
season.  Contact WSO Membership Chair Kim Kreitinger  
at membership@wsobirds.org for details.

Holiday shopping can support the Atlas
     Those with a Breeding Bird Atlaser or 
two on their holiday shopping list have sev-
eral ways to purchase gear this season, and 
can support the Atlas in the process. 
 
Atlas Store on CafePress 
     The WBBA II online CafePress store 
features items emblazoned with the Scarlet 
Tanager Atlas logo.   The store features 
men’s, women’s and children’s apparel, as 
well as miscellaneous items such as stain-
less steel water bottles, pint glasses, coffee 
mugs, notebooks, bumper stickers, patches 
and 20x12 inch “Bird Survey in Progress” 
car magnets. 
     Access the Atlas CafePress store online at 
http://www.cafepress.com/wbbaii 

Atlas Caps and Atlas I Books 
in online WSO Bookstore 
      The WSO Bookstore carries classic Atlas 
items, including the printed first Atlas -– a 
must for any Wisconsin birder -– and the 
WBBA II  baseball cap. 
     The book is 600 pages with detailed ac-
counts of the 237 breeding species found 
during Atlas 1, and includes distribution 
maps and remains available at half-price. 
      The embroidered, adjustable baseball 
cap features the Scarlet Tanager Atlas logo 
on canvas. 
      Access the WSO Bookstore online at 
http://wsobirds.org/support/shop-the-
bookstore 

Naturalist Kate Redmond offers us a monthly selection of quotes on 
nature, conservation and life around us:  

 
“A bird in the bush is worth two in the hand.” 
-- Frank Chapman, ornithologist, author, conservationist 

 

“The peat layers that comprise the bog  
are laid down in the basin of an ancient lake....  

These peats are the compressed remains  
of the mosses that clogged the pools,  

of the tamaracks that spread over the moss,  
of the cranes that bugled over the tamaracks  

since the retreat of the ice sheet.” 
-- Aldo Leopold, UW professor and father of wildlife ecology 

 “I go to the swamp as a sacred place.” 
-- Henry David Thoreau, American essayist, 

 poet, philosopher, naturalist
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New inductees multiply WSO's presence 
inw the Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame
By Michael John Jaeger 
WSO President 
     The Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame 
celebrates those who have made significant 
contributions to Wisconsin’s rich conserva-
tion history.   
       Seven former WSO presidents, along 
with others with strong WSO ties, already 
have been honored there. I am pleased to 
announce today that WSO’s presence there 
will increase with the induction of Arlie 
William Schorger and Roy and 
Charlotte Lukes. 
     The Hall of Fame is located in the Sch-
meeckle Reserve Visitor Center at UW-
Stevens Point. It includes an exhibit room 
celebrating the history of conservation in 
Wisconsin and a gallery displaying plaques 
honoring Hall of Fame inductees.   
       WSO is an organizational member of the 
Hall of Fame and I serve as WSO’s represen-
tative on its Board of Directors. 
     The inductions will occur during a cer-
emony tentatively scheduled for Saturday 
April 14, 2018, in Stevens Point.  Further 
information will be shared as it becomes 
available. 
     Roy, who died in 2016 at age 86, and 
Charlotte have a long history with WSO, 
which was summarized by Carl Schwartz in 
a letter of support for their nomination: 
     “My acquaintance with Roy and Charlotte 
Lukes goes back to one of my early visits to 
Door County after moving to Milwaukee in 
1971. 
      "We always hoped that our occasional 
visits there would coincide with one of Roy 
and Charlotte’s field trips or talks, particu-
larly their birding outings, where we were 
introduced to species with which we were 
not yet familiar and always learned some-
thing new.  
      "Most of all. we were always made to feel 
welcome and our participation valued. It 
was their special gift. And we always were 
amazed at their powers of observation and 
the depth of their knowledge and under-
standing.  
    “Many years later (2012-’14), I would have 
the honor to follow in Roy’s footsteps as 
WSO president, a post he had held in 1974.  
      "And I would be on hand to see Roy and 
Charlotte honored with the Silver Passenger 
Pigeon Award for service to WSO in 1984 
and the Bronze Passenger Pigeon in 1999 
and again in 2010 for their conservation 
work outside of WSO, including founding the 
Friends of Toft Point, working extensively 
with the Door County Land Trust and their 

extensive public education outreach. And 
in 2015, WSO awarded them the Society’s 
Samuel D. Robbins Lifetime Achievement 
Award.” 
      Roy is perhaps best known as a nature 
writer, having composed thousands of 
columns since 1968 in the Door County Ad-
vocate, Green Bay Press-Gazette, Appleton 
Post-Crescent and, since 2008, the Peninsula 
Pulse and Door County Living magazine.  

      Charlotte continues those columns, under 
a joint byline. She has been studying the 
mushrooms of Door County since 1972 and 
is currently writing a field guide. 
     Bill Schorger’s involvement with WSO 
goes back to its very beginning in 1939.  He 
was a charter WSO member, served on the 
first Board of Directors, and was an honor-
ary life member until his death in 1972 at 
the age of 87.   
      He trained and had a successful career 
as a chemist and businessman, after which 
he joined the faculty of the UW-Madison 
Wildlife Department.  All throughout, he had 
an insatiable interest in Wisconsin’s wildlife, 
both through his research, and later through 
his teaching. 
     While Schorger may be best known for 
his two award-winning books, the 1955 The 
Passenger Pigeon: Its Natural History and 
Extinction and the 1966 The Wild Turkey: Its 
History and Domestication, these were just 
the tip of his research iceberg.  
     In Hall of Fame nomination papers com-
piled by UW-Madison Prof. Stan Temple it 
was said of Schorger:  
     “Few individuals can rival the breadth of 
Bill Schorger’s contributions to the under-
standing of the natural history of Wisconsin 
wildlife.   
      "His contemporaries regarded his 
knowledge of the state’s natural history as 
encyclopedic, and there were few topics on 
which he wasn’t a fount of knowledge.   
     "Bill Schorger is rightly considered to 
be one of Wisconsin’s most accomplished 
natural historians.”

                                               Photo by Nancy Nabak 
Roy and Charlotte Lukes received WSO’s 
Samuel D. Robbins Lifetime Achievement 
Award at the 2015 convention in Wausau.

This portrait of Arlie W. Schorger, the 20th 
century’s premier Passenger Pigeon his-
torian, hangs in the Department of Forest 
and Wildlife Ecology at UW-Madison.
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Rare Birds Report

Use AmazonSmile to support 
WSO this holiday season...

(It’s free!)
You can support WSO every time you shop online 

at Amazon by using AmazonSmile!
smile.amazon.com

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.05%
of your purchase price to WSO at no cost to you.
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll fi nd 

the same prices, selection and shopping experience 
as Amazon.com. Bookmark to smile.amazon.com 

to make it easy to return to AmazonSmile.

Ash-throated Flycatcher, Red Crossbill irruption top list
By Mark Korducki 
     November was a month of sharp contrasts in weather. A few 
light snowfalls blanketed the northern third of the state during the 
middle part of the month and lakes froze over with single digit lows. 
The temperatures rose at the end of the month and record highs in 
the mid 60’s were recorded the day after Thanksgiving.  
     The most unusual bird this month was an Ash-throated Fly-
catcher, which was found in Ozaukee County. Some clear photos 
were obtained of this southwestern vagrant but unfortunately this 
bird did not linger which is unusual for this species in the fall. There 
are three previous records for Ash-throated Flycatcher in late au-
tumn/early winter and two individuals remained for several days.  
    A late Western Kingbird was seen briefly in Door County. The 
Rufous Hummingbird in Manitowoc County continued well into the 
month.  
     It was a good month for Snowy Owls with up to 70 different 
individuals reported across the state. 
     Red Crossbills also staged an invasion and many were en-
joyed in the southern part of the state where they are not commonly 
found. 
     Black-backed Woodpeckers are moving into the far 
northern part of the state in above average numbers. It’s hoped 
that a Three-toed Woodpecker may be found as well. Most 

unusual was a 
Black-backed 
Woodpecker that 
was found out 
of range in Door 
County.  
     There were 
multiple reports 
of Harlequin 
Ducks along the 
Lake Michigan 
shoreline. An 
impressive four 
individuals were 
found in Milwau-
kee, including a 
handsome adult 
drake.  
     A Pacific 
Loon was also a 
good find in Mil-
waukee. Western Grebes were found in Milwaukee and Ozaukee 
County with the latter individual being most cooperative and was 
enjoyed by many birders in the Port Washington harbor. A few 
Black-legged Kittiwakes were observed by the Western Great 
Lakes Bird and Bat Observatory’s waterbird counter at Harrington 
Beach State Park in Ozaukee County. 
     Hopefully the mild temperatures will allow other vagrants to 
remain and perhaps make it onto a Christmas count. These are right 
around the corner. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
In addition to compiling this monthly report, Mark Korducki 
coordinates Wisconsin’s 92 Breeding Bird Survey routes. 
 
Red Crossbill irruption 
     An addendum from Ryan Brady, DNR biologist in Ashland: 
     No news flash here but Red Crossbills are irrupting in a big 
way this fall. Type 2 and 3 are most common it seems, along with a 
good number of Type 4’s.  
     Curiously, Type 10 has been nearly absent away from the East 
and West Coasts, with only one mid-continent record this fall, a bird 
at my house in Washburn in late August. Amazingly, the same flock 
included a Type 5, one of only two records east of the Mississippi 
River this year. Several recent Type 5 records in Iowa indicate that at 
least some are moving east, however, making additional records for 
Wisconsin quite plausible. Read the authoritative piece on crossbill 
types at http://ebird.org/content/ebird/news/crossbills-of-north-
america-species-and-red-crossbill-call-types/  
     As a reminder, the birds can only be identified to type with audio 
recordings, not photos. Recordings can be brief and low quality (e.g. 
cell phone with background noise is fine), and should be sent to 
Matt Young at Cornell for analysis (may6@cornell.edu). The audio 
files can then be uploaded into eBird for posterity. Please note that 
crossbill observations submitted to eBird at the type level without a 
recording will not be validated. 
     This year’s flight, combined with the technology and expertise 
available today, offers tremendous opportunity for in-depth study of 
this species and its variations.  
      Let’s take advantage of it, and enjoy the crossbills! 

                                                                                                                                        
                                                         Photo by Jeremy Meyer 
Red Crossbills (including this bright male) have 
been reported in the pines by the parking lot of 
the Emma Carlin Trail head in Jefferson County. 
For more photos: http://www.jmeyerphotog-
raphy.net/photo-gallery/photo-gallery-2/red-
crossbill/
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Research update on Golden-winged Warbler migration
By Anna Buckardt 
Master of Science Candidate  
University of Maine 
     The Golden-winged Warbler is one of 
the fastest declining forest birds in North 
America. Golden-wings are Neotropical 
migrants and breed in the Upper Great Lakes 
Region and the Appalachian Mountains and 
winter in Latin America.  
     As with many migrant songbirds, most re-
search on this species has occurred on their 
breeding and winter territories, with far less 
known about spring and fall migration peri-
ods. My research through the University of 
Maine aims to address the gap in knowledge 
about migration and connecting specific 
breeding populations to their wintering 
grounds by using archival light-level geolo-
cator technology to track male Golden-wings 
through their annual movements. 
      Geolocators are a small, simple track-
ing technology that utilizes a timer, a light 
sensor, a battery and a memory chip. Light 
intensity measurements are taken every 
minute and recorded on the device’s mem-
ory chip. Based on light level values and the 
timer, we are able to determine the sunset 
and sunrise times and the day length of each 
day that the device is on the bird.  
     This information is then used to extrapo-
late a region of likelihood for the longitude 
and latitude of the location of the bird. This 
information is used to determine migration 
routes, and timing and duration of migration 
and stopover periods. The geolocators weigh 
0.4 grams and are deployed on male birds 
using a leg-loop harness. These geolocators 
stay on the birds for a full year and the birds 
must be recaptured and their geolocators 
removed to retrieve the light level data. 
     In May and June of 2016, we banded 49 
Golden-wings breeding in Oneida County, 
Wisconsin, using mist netting and unique 
color band combinations in order to identify 
individuals. Of these birds, 28 males were 

given geolocators and an additional 21 
birds were deemed control birds that only 
received identifying color bands.  
     These birds then went about their lives 
for a year, and last May we returned to our 
2016 banding locations to relocate them. 
It is possible to relocate these birds after a 
year without the use of radio telemetry or 
GPS tags because male GWWA display high 
site fidelity and return to nearly identical 
breeding territories year after year.  
     We recovered seven of the geolocators 
and resighted five of the 21 control birds. 
Each of the seven geolocator birds received 
a new geolocator and was released for a sec-
ond year of travels. If these birds return, we 
will be able to explore annual variation in 
migration routes and wintering locations for 
individual birds. We also deployed geoloca-
tors on four new GWWA males. 
     This winter I will be working on analyzing 
the geolocator data to discover the routes, 
locations, and timing of migration and 
winter residency of the Oneida County birds. 

Next June we will return to our field sites 
to relocate and recover geolocators from 
returning warblers.  We will be able to learn 
about one of the most mysterious parts of 
the Golden-winged warbler’s annual life 
cycle and in doing so, influence conservation 
actions for the species.  
     This project was primarily funded by in-
dividuals, local Audubon chapters and NGOs  
including the Ozaukee Washington Land 
Trust, the Natural Resources Foundation 
of Wisconsin and the Wisconsin Audubon 
Council.  
     The support and enthusiasm of these 
individuals and groups is integral to wild-
life research and conservation, and I am 
honored that my research could be a part of 
your efforts. If you would like to help fund 
our 2018 geolocator recovery efforts, we 
have created a donation page through the 
University of Maine Foundation’s website 
https://our.umaine.edu/forestwildlife 
     Donations of any size are helpful. Thank 
you for your support.

                                                                           Photos by Amber Roth 
Anna Buckardt holds a male Golden-winged Warbler. The close-up shows a male GWWA with 
a geolocator at the time of recapture. 

State donors helped fund Golden-winged Warbler project
     Amber Roth began studying Golden-
winged Warblers in 1998 as a graduate 
student at the University of Wisconsin.  
      Now she’s Dr. Roth and an assistant 
professor at the University f Maine and has 
been involved in research, monitoring, habi-
tat management and conservation planning 
for this species for 20 years.  
     In the spring of 2016, she launched a 
campaign that raised $4,100 for research 
in Wisconsin as part of the Golden-winged 
Warbler Geo Project from these organiza-
tions and individuals: 
Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin, 
Inc.  
Ozaukee Washington Land Trust, Inc.  

Wisconsin Audubon Council Inc. 
Winnebago Audubon Society Inc.  
Green Rock Audubon Society, Inc.  
Chequamegon Audubon Society  
Chappee Rapids Audubon Society  
Northeast Wisconsin Audubon Society  
John and Laurie Johnson  
Chris and Jude Ford  
Shirley Klapperich  
     In spring 2017, the Geo Project  received 
an additional $820 in Wisconsin-based 
donations from: 
North Lakeland Discovery Center Bird Club  
Aldo Leopold Audubon Society 
Libby Zimmerman  
     Also in 2017, the project launched a 

crowd-funding campaign that included 
donations from Wisconsin and other states. 
This effort raised $3,911. That campaign 
can be viewed at https://experiment.com/
projects/join-the-journey-golden-winged-
warbler-migration 
     “At a minimum, we’ve received $4,920 
from Wisconsin sources and likely over 
$5,000 if you include the crowd-funding 
donations from Wisconsin,” Roth said.”  
    Roth added that the project is accept-
ing donations for its  2018 field season at 
https://our.umaine.edu/forestwildlife 
    For additional information, you can email: 
anna.buckardt@maine.edu or amber.roth@
maine.edu 
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 Looking for a special holiday gift this year?  
A gift with meaning? A gift that matters?

Receive this beautiful glass SCARLET TANAGER ORNAMENT to hang on your tree 
(or give it as a gift) when you sign up to sponsor one of the last species still available to 
support the Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas.  Go to http://wsobirds.org/sponsor-a-
species for complete information and see article below to take advantage of special 
discount opportunities and to earn recognition with that species  in all final Atlas 
publications. Ornaments will be shipped to all new sponsors recorded by Dec. 10. 

WBBA II Sponsor-a-Species Campaign 
Atlas offers discount to sponsors of 17 remaining species

       Just 17 Wisconsin breeding species remain to be claimed 
through the Sponsor-a-Species program, a major source of support 
for the second Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas.   
      While 220 species already have found sponsors, key species 
remain, and each sponsorship helps support the study of every bird 

on the list.  
      Data already collected during the first 
three years of Atlas field work already is 
guiding key conservation efforts aimed 
at meeting the goals of Wisconsin Bird 
Conservation Initiative:
      When a species is fully sponsored 
(starting at $500), the name of the spon-
sor or someone a sponsor wishes to 
honor will be listed with that species in 
the final print and web versions of the 
Atlas.

      Here’s one story of how the list of sponsors has grown. From 
Nancy Nabak, president of the Bay Area Bird Club:
      “I made a pitch to our club on Thursday night to sponsor the 
American Black Duck. The response was beautiful. (We NEVER as 
tradition or "rule" ask club members for money - other than dues.)     
A dozen people stepped forward individually and by yesterday I 
had received $540 for the sponsorship. Only $25 came out of our 
club funds. The Green Bay birders have a lot of love....”
      The Atlas Development Committee has established a goal of 
securing sponsors for every species by Jan. 1, 2018.  
      To help accomplish this, as part of the Atlas’ special Christmas 
season promotion, we not only are offering a special Scarlet Tana-
ger ornament with each full sponsorship, but we also are offering a 
5% discount on any 5-year adoptions of remaining species where 
at least half of the total cost is paid at the time of sponsorship and 
a 10% discount to anyone who completes their entire 5-year adop-
tion payment by the end of 2017.  
      The latter would make a Tier 3 adoption cost just $2,250, a Tier 
4 species $900 and any Tier 5 species $450.  To take advantage 
of these discounts, contact committee member Carl Schwartz at 
cschwartz3@wi.rr.com or 414-416-3272.
     Although the Atlas effort is primarily undertaken by volunteers, 
it is vitally important that seasonal professionals are engaged to 
ensure statewide coverage.  
      Funding generated from the Sponsor-a-Species campaign is 
used for two main purposes: 1) to hire seasonal ornithologists to 

survey remote and hard-to-access priority blocks where there are 
few volunteers, and 2) to conduct a special point count survey that 
will provide rigorous models of relative abundance and informa-
tion on statewide population size for many species. The cost of 
these hires totaled nearly $85,000 in 2017 alone!
    Here is the current status of the campaign and species still avail-
able: 

Tier 1: $10,000
COMPLETE (3 species sponsored) 

Tier 2: $5,000
COMPLETE   (7 species sponsored) 

Tier 3: $2,500
(2 species remaining of 24 offered) 
Ring-necked Pheasant
Sharp-tailed Grouse

Tier 4:  $1,000
(10 species remaining of 49 offered)
 
Redhead
Common Goldeneye
Yellow Rail
Wilson’s Phalarope
Common Tern
Laughing Gull
Olive-sided Flycatcher
Boreal Chickadee
Worm-eating Warbler
Nelson’s Sparrow
 
Tier 5:  $500
(5 species remaining of 156 offered)
 
Mute Swan
Rock Pigeon
Philadelphia Vireo
Northern Rough-winged Swallow
Bank Swallow
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4 interns build skills, add to coverage of key blocks
Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas II

By Carrie Becker 
WBBA II Communications Director 
     Noel Cutright was one of the pre-eminent ornithologists in the 
state of Wisconsin and was vital in creating many important bird 
conservation initiatives in the state.  
      Noel worked for WE Energies as a senior terrestrial ecologist for 
nearly 30 years, while also finding time to serve multiple terms as 
president of WSO. He founded the Riveredge Bird Club and the West-

ern Great Lakes Bird and Bat Observa-
tory, and was instrumental in launching 
the Bird City Wisconsin program. 
     Through all of his efforts and until his 
death in 2013, educating young birders 
was central to his conservation mission. 
In honor of his memory, WSO partnered 
with WE Energies in 2016 and 2017 to 
create an incredible internship opportu-
nity for young birders and ecologists as 
part of the 2nd Wisconsin Breeding Bird 
Atlas.  
     The primary goal of the Noel Cutright 
WBBA II Internship was to offer a top-
tier field training experience for college 

students. With oversight and training from an internship coordina-
tor, four interns completed six weeks of intensive field work each 
summer focused on surveying breeding birds for the Atlas. 
     In 2017, interns from UW-Stevens Point and UW-Madison con-
ducted breeding bird surveys in 10 different 3x3 mile blocks, focus-
ing on priority and specialty blocks that require complete coverage 
before WBBA II concludes in 2019. 
     The goal was to complete each block, which requires spending 20 
hours in the block, detecting 80% of the birds found during the first 
Atlas, conforming breeding by 50% of those species detected, visit-
ing all habitat types in the block, and making at least two nocturnal 
visits.  
      While the internship’s relatively short field season did not allow 
the interns to visit the blocks during different seasons (e.g. early 
spring for detection of breeding Great Horned Owls), they otherwise 
met or exceeded the completion criteria in 8 of the 10 blocks. 
     While the interns had some prior experience in bird identifica-
tion, being able to survey birds out in the field provided them with a 
firsthand look at avian ecology and behavior.  
      The knowledge and skills gained through this internship will be 
useful in their future work in avian ecology and gave them an oppor-
tunity to conduct genuine field work.  
 
Program Stats 
-- Average hours spent per block: 47.4 daylight hours and 2.2 
nocturnal hours  
-- Average percentage of species observed per block, when 
compared to WBBA1: 100.7% 
-- Confirmation rate across the 10 blocks: 53.3% 
-- Blocks atlased: Daleyville CE, Delevan CE, Deerfield CE, Junction 
City CE, Meehan CE, Peplin CE, Rocky Run CE, Rosholt CE, Sharon CE, 
Walworth CE 
-- Counties atlased: Walworth, Portage, Dane, Marathon 
-- Blocks completed: 8 (excluding need for seasonal visits) 
 
Meet the Interns 
      Megan Brown:  Megan is an undergrad at UW-Stevens Point 

where she is studying Wildlife Ecology and Management. Her pas-
sion for all animals combined with her love for the outdoors pushed 
her to pursue this field. She says she gained a lot of knowledge, in-
cluding bird ID skills and fieldwork skills, as well as a lifelong hobby. 
With hopes of a career in animal rehabilitation, Megan found this 
internship essential in broadening her understanding of ornithology. 
     Miranda Myli: Miranda is a sophomore at Point, where she also 
is studying Wildlife Ecology and Management. Miranda has had a 
lifelong love of birds, which has inspired her to pursue the study of 
wildlife, as well as the ancient sport of falconry. Miranda found that 
atlasing was not only an effective way to expand her bird identifica-
tion skills and learn field techniques, but it was also a rewarding way 
to spend her summer. She hopes the skills she learned during the 
internship will help shape her into a successful wildlife ecologist.  
     Kaylie Petersen: Kaylie is another Point undergrad in wildlife 
ecology. Her love for the natural world and animals comes from 
growing up on her family’s small dairy farm. Since starting at Stevens 
Point she has been involved with the student chapter of the Wild-
life Society, where she is woodpecker research project leader. With 
hopes of being able to conduct her own research in the future the 
internship has provided her with valuable experience. 
     Chloe Tirabasso: Chloe is a recent UW Madison graduate with 
a Bachelor of Science in Conservation Biology. She always has had a 
passion for the outdoors, plants and animals and has worked for five 
summers in the Erin Silva Lab at UW Madison doing organic agri-
cultural field work. While working on sustainable agriculture, Chloe 
decided she wanted to focus on wildlife and field biology courses. 
She hopes to use this to work on ecological and natural resource 
conservation efforts. The Cutright internship was a challenging and 
rewarding chance to refine Chloe’s knowledge of bird species and 
behavior. 
 
The Coordinator 
     Andy Cassini, Ph.D.  Andy completed his doctorate in zoology 
at UW-Madison with an emphasis on conservation biology and orni-
thology. He teaches in the Kettle Moraine School District and is devel-
oping the KM Earth Institute program in which students interested 
in ecological and environmental sciences can earn advance credits at 
UW-Madison.

The 2017 WSO Noel Cutright WBBA II interns (from left): Megan 
Brown, Chloe Tirabasso, Miranda Myli and Kaylie Petersen

 
The knowledge 
and skills gained 
through this  
internship will 
be useful in their 
future work 
in avian ecology. 
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WSO BOOKSTORE ORDER FORM Price/Unit  Quantity  Total  
Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Wisconsin 
Covers 214 species in depth.  Hardcover, 624 pages. 
Edited by Cutright, Harriman, and Howe.  2006 

 

 
 

$20.00 

 
 

_________ 

 
 

$ _________ 

Wisconsin’s Favorite Bird Haunts 
Describes birding hotspots in every Wisconsin County. 
Spiral bound 556 pages. 
Compiled, edited by Tessen.  2009 

 

 
 

$15.00 

 
 

_________ 

 
 

$ _________ 

Wisconsin Birds, Field Checklist 
Three-panel card.  2016 update. 
Pack of 25. $5.00 _________ 

# of packs of 
25 

 
 

$ _________ 

Wisconsin Birds: A Checklist with Graphs 
(Bluebook) 
Depicts monthly abundance. 19 columns. 36 pages. 2003. 

 
 

$0.48 
 

_________ 
 

 
$ _________ 

WSO Passenger Pigeon Visor -- NEW 
Stone-colored visor with embroidered WSO logo. 
Adjustable.  2017 

 

 

$16.50 
 

_________ 
 

$ _________ 

WSO Passenger Pigeon Cap -- NEW 
Olive-colored cap with embroidered WSO logo. 
Adjustable.  2017 

 

 

$16.50 
 

_________ 
 

$ _________ 

WBBA II Scarlet Tanager Cap 
Stone-colored cap with embroidered Scarlet Tanager 
Breeding Bird Atlas II logo.  Adjustable.  2015 

 

 

$16.50 
 

_________ 
 

$ _________ 

WSO “We Brake for Birds.” Bumper Sticker x 
Blue with white lettering.  3” x 12”.  2013                                                                        
x 

 

$2.00 
 

_________ 
 

$ _________ 

 
 
 

Item Total 
 

$ _________ 

$2.00 and less = $1.50, $2.01-$20.00=$5.00, $20.01-$40.00=$6.50 
$40.01-$55.00=$8.00, $55.01-$70.00=$9.50, $70.01-$85.00=$11.00 
Over $85.00=call or email for amount 

Shipping and 
Handling 

(refer to left for $) 
$ _________ 

Item Total plus Shipping and Handling Charges = Taxable Subtotal 
Figure tax (below) based on your county rate on this taxable subtotal. 

 
Taxable subtotal 

 
$ _________ 

All counties 5.5% except as follows: Brown, Calumet, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, 
Menominee, Outagamie, and Winnebago=5.0%; Racine and 
Waukesha=5.1%; Milwaukee, Ozaukee, and Washington=5.6% 

Sales Tax 
(refer to left for %) $ _________ 

Include payment made payable to WSO Bookstore and mail with form to: 
WSO Bookstore, c/o Dar Tiede, 2809 Schaefer Circle, Appleton, WI 54915 
Questions? Contact Dar at 920-997-9418 or bookstore@wsobirds.org 

TOTAL 
 $ _________ 

 

 

NAME:    ______________________________________________________        
DATE:    ___________________________   
PHONE: ___________________________ 
EMAIL:  ___________________________ 
County (WI orders only): ___________________________________ 
Comments: __________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 

SHIP TO  
 
Name:      _______________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________ 
 
City: ___________________________  State: _________  ZIP: __________ 
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Lodging details spelled out for 2018 WSO Convention
      The WSO Convention Committee has issued further details and 
a clarification on lodging arrangements for the 79th annual conven-
tion, to be held May 18-21 at the Green Lake Conference Center. The 
conference center will provide primary lodging and be the center of 
convention activities. The 900-acre GLCC sits on the shore of Wis-
consin’s deepest lake in an area of abundant birding opportunities. 
    This arrangement offers convention-goers a chance to stay at the 
site of the Friday evening awards ceremony, silent auction, Saturday 
luncheon, annual meeting, workshops, paper sessions and Saturday 
evening banquet. 
     The GLCC is located at W2511 State Road 23 in Green Lake. The 
site facilitates field trip planning and allows convention organizers 
to take advantage of the diverse and bird-rich habitat within the 
region, and on-site. 
     The hotel is holding a large number of rooms for WSO at a 
discounted price of $105 per night. This includes all taxes and fees. 
There is an additional charge of $15 per person when more than two 
people share a room.  
      To reserve, call (920) 294-3323 and mention WSO. 
     Rooms are available in Bauer Lodge, Lawson Lodge and Kern 
Lodge (The Roger Williams Inn will be undergoing renovation dur-
ing May.) Rooms do not have TVs but do have high-speed internet, 
allowing streaming on personal devices. 
     The conference center does not offer a free breakfast. Some rooms 
have a microwave and refrigerator but not all, so confirm these 
arrangements with your booking and plan accordingly.  There are, 
however, microwaves, refrigerators and coffee pots in the common 
areas of each lodge. Pets and alcohol are not allowed in the hotel.  

      For details on the accommodations and amenities in the different 
lodges, you can consult http://glcc.org/hotels.html 
      Camping sites (where pets are allowed) are available at GLCC 
with prices ranging from $27-$47 depending on the facilities you 
need. Call the same number as for hotel reservations to reserve. 
     Rooms are on hold for WSO members from Friday, May 18 
through Sunday, June 20, but it’s first-come, first-served and all 
rooms will be released on April 15.  
      There also are a limited number of rooms available on Thursday 
and Monday nights for anyone wanting to come early or stay the 
extra night. 
     If you wait until after the release date or all rooms do become 
reserved, you may end up paying a much higher room rate. 
     Other details: 
     -- Convention registration at the hotel will begin on Friday 
afternoon. There again will be a picnic, included with registration, in 
the late afternoon. 
     -- The core convention schedule will remain unchanged with 
registration continuing on Friday evening leading up to the an-
nual Passenger Pigeon Awards ceremony and reception. Saturday 
will start early with local field trips, followed by a luncheon at the 
hotel, the annual business meeting, paper presentations and birding 
workshops. 
     -- A Saturday evening social hour at the hotel will precede the 
banquet and keynote presentation.  
     -- All-day field trips will depart from the hotel on Sunday and 
Monday mornings, with a special “Birds and Beer” event planned for 
Sunday evening,

Jan. 31 is deadline to apply 
for 3 WSO grant programs
     The Wisconsin Society for Ornithology sponsors three research 
grants, all of which have a Jan. 31 deadline to submit applications. 
The 2018 Small Grants Program includes these opportunities: 
      -- Steenbock Award, intended for beginners, amateurs, and 
independent researchers, has been used to fund a variety of inde-
pendent bird-related projects. Graduate students and professionals 
in ornithology may apply for personal projects only. Applicants 
should include names and addresses of two references. 
      --  Charles and Mary Nelson Award, established in a 
1993 by the Nelson family, is reserved for avian research involving 
wetlands. Recommendations or references are not needed..
      -- WSO Grant, usually awarded to provide additional support 
for research funded through a graduate program or in conjunction 
with another organization, partner or sponsor. Applicants should 
include names and addresses of two references.
     All applicants should send name, address, phone number, oc-
cupation and a short proposal along with an itemized budget -- 
including amount requested and how it will be used and amounts 
and sources of other funding.
     Applications may be made for a specific grant, or applicants 
can let the Grants Committee decide which grant would be most 
appropriate. In general, only projects conducted in Wisconsin will 
be considered for funding. Amounts awarded will range up to a 
maximum of $500 per grant per year.  
      All award winners will need to submit a short project report 
by Oct. 1. Applications can be sent either electronically to grants@
wsobirds.org or via snail mail to: 
                                                      Aaron Greene
                                                      3901 Rockwell Dr. 
                                                      Madison, WI 53714
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Wisconsin DNR 
      It’s looking like another big year for 
Snowy Owls in Wisconsin. As of Nov. 20, at 
least 69 individuals had been spotted in 31 
counties statewide. Ryan Brady, a Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources biologist 
in Ashland, said this total rivals the 82 found 
by this date in 2015-‘16 and far exceeds the 
3 found by now last year. 
     Sightings have been widespread across 
every corner of the state, with biggest 
numbers from Green Bay to Oshkosh, in the 
Chequamegon Bay area near Ashland, and 
along the Lake Michigan shoreline, includ-
ing a remarkable six individuals at the 
Sheboygan lakefront on Nov. 19. Four were 
still being seen over Thanksgiving weekend, 
and the Sheboygan Audubon Society created 
an opportunity for the public to view these 
charismatic Arctic visitors from a distance 
through spotting telescopes. 
      Wisconsin’s influx is part of a large irrup-
tion underway across the eastern two-thirds 
of the continent from the western Great 
Plains to the Atlantic coast, highlighted by 
owls as far south as Oklahoma and North 
Carolina.  
     Why is this happening? No one knows 
with certainty. Most experts agree these 
periodic mass movements are associated 

in some way with their primary northern 
prey source, a small rodent known as a 
lemming. Traditional thought suggested 
that a temporary “crash,” or shortage, of 
lemmings pushes owls southward in search 
of food. However, more recent evidence sug-
gests nearly the opposite, that a temporary 
abundance of lemmings allows the owls to 
successfully raise large families, and then 
these young owls disperse southward by the 
hundreds to avoid competition with older 
birds for winter territories.  
     It’s even possible, perhaps likely, that not 
all irruptions are created equal and that 
both mechanisms play out in some years. 
Unfortunately, the population dynamics of 
lemmings are complex and poorly under-
stood. The same can be said for Snowy Owls, 
in large part because of the remote northern 
haunts they occupy most of the year. 
     Contrary to popular myth, it’s not all 
doom-and-gloom when Snowy Owls visit 
the Lower 48 in large numbers. The notion 
that “they’re all starving” is an outdated and 
erroneous one. In fact, many of the birds 
fare quite well during their time here, aside 
from the impacts of anthropogenic mortal-
ity sources such as collisions with vehicles, 
electrocution, secondary rodenticide poison-
ing and illegal shooting.  

     On the other hand, there’s also good data 
from wildlife rehabilitators to show that in 
some irruptions a significant number arrive 
here in poor body condition, exhausted or 
emaciated from the long journey. Some of 
them will recuperate upon arrival, others 
will perish. Unfortunately such is the way 
of all migratory birds, whose fate we don’t 
often follow with such watchful eyes. For 
example, juvenile raptors typically have a 
first-year mortality rate near 70%. 
     While here, their diet is varied, though 
many focus on voles, mice, shrews and other 
small lemming-like rodents for food. Ducks 
and other waterbirds are surprisingly com-
mon prey, while rabbits, weasels, muskrats, 
pigeons and other birds are also regularly 
taken. 
    Snowy owls are notorious for being diur-
nal, or active during the day, unlike many 
other owl species. This makes sense for a 
bird that nests in the perpetual daylight 
of an Arctic summer. However, during the 
winter the birds tend to be most active at 
crepuscular periods, meaning around the 
times of dawn and dusk.  
     Help track these visitors by reporting 
your observations to http://ebird.org/con-
tent/wi/

It’s official: This is a BIG year for Snowy Owls

117 Peregrines produced at 36 successful nest sites
By Greg Septon 
Wisconsin Peregrine Falcon Recovery Program 
     This year a record known total of 117 young Peregrine Falcons 
were produced at 36 successful nest sites. 
     Fourteen nests were located along the Lake Michigan shoreline, 
6 along the Fox River, 3 along the Wisconsin River system, 2 on the 
shores of Lake Superior, 8 (6 on cliffs) along the Mississippi River, 
1 on the Door Peninsula and 2 inland at Madison and Jefferson. 
And in June of this year, I banded my 1,000th wild-produced Wis-
consin peregrine. 
     Overall, we saw a 5.6% increase in the number of successful 
nests  -- from 34 in 2016 to 36 in 2017 with new nests at Rock 
Island, Proctor & Gamble and Redbird Bluff. Total production was 
up 14% as well from 103 young in 2016 to 117 in 2017, and aver-
age production was up 7% from 3.03 young per successful nest in 
2016 to 3.25 in 2017.  
     In spite of these increases we also experienced an unprecedent-
ed loss of 13 young (11%) in their nest boxes at 6 separate sites, 
far above the 2% average. We need to watch this going forward to 
determine if this was just an unusual chance occurrence of if there 
are problems that may need addressing. 
      The numbers above once again reflect known/verified produc-
tion but the actual numbers may be higher. It is likely there are at 
least a few nests that we don’t know about and others this season 
where outcomes are unknown, such as the bridge nest at De Pere, 
the Racine quarry and three Mississippi River bluffs. There were 
also nests that were known to have failed this year due to various 
reasons. 
     Once again I’d like to express my sincere gratitude to the many 
corporations, organizations and individuals that helped to make 

2017 another successful year for Wisconsin’s Peregrines.  
     An overview of the 2017 nesting season can be found at 
https://www.we-energies.com/environmental/2017EFA_finalrpt.
pdf

                                                                                                             WE Energies Photo 
In June, these three male Peregrine chicks from WE Energies’ Port 
Washington Generating Station -- Buckshot, Millennial Falcon and 
Oscar -- were banded by Greg Septon. No. 1,000 was named Buckshot 
by Septon himself, who  founded the Wisconsin Peregrine Falcon 
Recovery Program in 1986. Over the last three decades, he has man-
aged a world-class restoration effort of the endangered raptor in the 
Badger State.
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January 6 (Saturday) 
Milwaukee: Lakefront Birds 

January 27 (Saturday)  
Buena Vista Marsh & Necedah NWR 

March 11 (Sunday) 
Sheboygan: Lakefront Birds 

March 17 or 24 (Saturday) 
Dane & Columbia County  

April 14 (Saturday) 
Mead Wildlife Area 

April 28 (Saturday) 
Atlasing - Night Sounds at Rush Lake 

May 5 (Saturday) 
White River Marsh 

May 12-13 (Saturday evening & 
Sunday) 

Honey Creek: 
Campout - Birdathon-&-Bandathon 

May 18-21 
79th Annual Convention 

Green Lake Conference Center 
June 2 (Saturday)  

Southern Kettle Moraine State Forest 
July 14 (Saturday)  

 Atlasing - Chiwaukee Prairie SNA  
August 12 (Sunday) 

Horicon Marsh NWR 
September 8 (Saturday) 

Green Bay: Fall Warblers 
September 21-23 

Wisconsin Point Weekend: “Jaegerfest” 
NEW September 29-30 

Honey Creek: Fall Campout  
October 7 or 14 (Sunday) 

Harrington Beach SP: Hawks 

Jan. 6 (Saturday)  
Milwaukee: Lakefront Birding 

Meet: 8:00 am at South Shore Yacht Club. Directions 
to South Shore Yacht Club (Google Map) . Start your 
annual bird list right with a 
field trip that will visit a 
variety of  lakefront locations 
from Milwaukee to Part 
Washington. We'll look at the 
wintering gull flocks for 
Lesser and Greater Black-
backed Gulls, as well as 
Glaucous and Iceland Gulls. 
We also have a good chance of seeing a Snowy Owl 
along with an assortment of waterfowl, including Long
-tailed Duck.  
Dress warmly and bring your "energy" foods.  

January 27 (Saturday) 
Buena Vista Marsh & Necedah NWR - Eagles and 

Winter Birds 
Meet: 8:00 am meet at the kiosk along County W in 
the Buena Vista Marsh . Directions: Exit I-39 at CTH 
W (exit 143, for Bancroft), and follow CTH W west  
for about seven miles (Google Map).  We’ll spend a 
good portion of the morning here at Buena Vista 

looking for wintering 
raptors, Prairie-
Chickens, and other 
grassland birds. Later 
in the morning we’ll 
depart for Necedah 
NWR in search of Bald 

Eagles, diving ducks and possibly wintering Golden 
Eagles. Bring a bag lunch to eat in the car. 

March 11 (Sunday) 
Sheboygan: Lakefront Birding 

Meet: 8:00 am at the Sheboygan Marina: (Google 
Map). Please adjust your clocks for Daylight Savings 
Time.  Depending on current birding information, our 
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travels may take us north to Manitowoc and Two 
Rivers harbors or south to Harrington Beach State 
park and Port Washington areas.  Bring a bag 
lunch. 

March 17 or 24 (Saturday) 
Dane & Columbia County Ponds 

Meet: 7:00 am at Goose Pond, 1 mile south of 
Hwy. 51/60 on Goose Pond Road (south-east of 
the town of Arlington). (Google Map). Our  

group will tour 
by auto to 
several ponds 
and flooded 
fields in this very 
productive area. 
A wide variety of 
water birds, 
shorebirds, 
migrant 
passerines and 
others are 

possible (i.e.: swans, Gr. White-fronted & Ross’s 
Geese, pipits, longspurs, sparrows, etc.).  Our trip 
typically ends around noon after birding the 
causeway (CTH V) on Lake Wisconsin.  Bring a 
bag lunch.  

April 14 (Saturday) 
George W. Mead Wildlife Area 

Meet: 7:30 am at the “old” wildlife  
headquarters building, near the bathrooms, along 
CTH S - 2 miles south of CTH C or 6.2 miles 
north of Hwy 10 (Google Map). This trip will 
include a combination of car caravan and some 
light walking. Highlights include an assortment of 
waterfowl, Prairie-Chickens, Longspurs, but also 
some early spring passerines such as Winter 
Wren, Sparrows (Fox, Vesper, Swamp), Yellow-
rumped 
Warblers, and 
other songbirds. 
This trip will be 
led by Myles 
Hurlburt and 
Rob Pendergast. 
If you have 
questions contact Myles Hurlburt at (715-574-
1003) or mhurlburt44@gmail.com  

April 28 (Saturday) 
Atlasing - Night Sounds at Rush Lake 

Meet: 6:00 pm at the Pick N’ Save parking lot in 
Ripon. (Google Map) Join leaders Tom Prestby and 

Stuart Malcolm in 
taking in the night 
sounds of the 
grasslands and 
wetlands surrounding 
Rush Lake (north of 
Ripon). We’ll begin in 
the evening listening 
for rails, bitterns, and 

other marshbirds and then take in the display flights 
of American Woodcock and Wilson’s Snipe. 
Afterward, we’ll search for nocturnally active 
marshbirds and owls while taking in the chorus of 
several species of frogs. This is an excellent way to 
learn how to collect nocturnal data for Wisconsin 
Breeding Bird Atlas II. Bring a flashlight. Contact 
Tom Prestby at: prestby@uwgb.edu, 414-614-0798. 

May 5 (Saturday) 
White River Marsh  

Meet at 5:00 am (for those wanting to experience 
the early dawn chorus of woodcock, snipe, rails, 
cranes, etc.) meet at the parking lot near the cattail 
marsh along 
White River 
Road follow it 
about 4.3 miles 
east from Hwy. 
D north of 
Princeton in 
Green Lake 
County (Google Map). If you don’t want to arrive 
that early, the group will probably be along this road 
until around 8:00 AM. Bring along a lunch. 

May 12-13 Honey Creek 
Cookout - Birdathon - Bandathon  

Come to WSO’s Honey Creek property, in Sauk 
County, for  a Saturday evening cookout (potluck) 
at the Nature Center (Google Map). Then at 8 a.m. on 
Sunday morning join WSO birders in a Birdathon/
Bandathon on the proper ty that will include a 
hike up Honey Creek valley.  
Camping facilities will be available and the Nature 
Center building will be open. For more information, 
contact Carl Schwartz at  cschwartz3@wi.rr.com  
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May 18-21 Green Lake 
Annual Convention  

Come join us at the Green Lake Conference Center 
(Google Map). Convention registration will run 
from March 1 - April 15).  

Convention check-in will begin Friday May 18 at 2 
pm with a "member appreciation" picnic from 4 - 6 pm. 
Then starting at 7 pm WSO will hold its annual awards 
ceremony followed by reception to honor the 
recipients.  

Saturday will start early with local area field trips, 
followed by a buffet style lunch at the hotel. At noon 
there will be business meeting, with presentations and 
birding workshops from 1 - 4 pm. At 5:30 pm there 
will be social hour leading into a buffet style dinner 
and banquet followed by a keynote speaker at 7:30 pm.  

Sunday and Monday “all-day” field trips will depart 
from Conference Center, with an informal "Birds and 
Beer" event Sunday evening. 

June 2 (Sunday) 
Southern Unit -Kettle Moraine State Forest 

Meet: 6 am at the parking lot of Scuppernong Ski/
Hiking Trails (Google Map), Hwy ZZ (north side of 

road) - approx. 1 mile east of 
Hwy 67. Carpooling is advised 
for this trip. Participants will 
go on an odyssey beginning in 
Waukesha County and 
traveling into Jefferson and 
Walworth Counties! This trip 
mixes a couple of 1/4 mile 
hikes along level, well-
groomed trails with roadside 
stops that will take travelers 
through habitats ranging from 

pinewood forests to the largest wet prairie east of the 
Mississippi. Target species will vary depending on 
which specialties are being found in the forest in any 
given year. Common and rare birds present over the 
past couple of years have included Red-headed 
Woodpecker, Red-shouldered Hawk, Acadian 
Flycatcher, Blue-headed Vireo, Golden-crowned 
Kinglet, Black-throated Green, Hooded, Kentucky, 
Pine, Cerulean, & Prairie Warblers, Yellow-breasted 
Chat, Henslow's and Lark Sparrows, and Orchard 
Oriole. Bring along water and snacks. If you have 
questions about this trip contact Andrea Szymczak at 
harrierhawk1@gmail.com 

July 14 (Saturday) 
Atlasing - Chiwaukee Prairie State Natural Area  

Meet: 6:30 am at the Park and Ride on the north 
side of Hwy 165 1.5 miles east of I-94. (Google 
Map) Join leaders Tim Hahn, Jenny Wenzel and 
Eric Howe in exploring the unique coastal prairie 
and coastal marsh 
ecosystem of 
Chiwaukee Prairie 
(south of Kenosha) 
while contributing 
valuable data to a 
priority block for the 
Wisconsin Breeding 
Bird Atlas. See up to 
75 species possibly 
including Henslow’s 
Sparrow, Least 
Bittern, and Alder 
and Willow Flycatchers. This is an excellent way to 
learn how to collect data for Wisconsin Breeding 
Bird Atlas II. Contact Tim Hahn at: 
thahnbirder@gmail.com , 414-640-0485. 

August 12 (Sunday) 
Horicon Marsh NWR 

Meet: 7:00 am  along Hwy. 49, on the nor th end 
of Horicon Marsh (Google Map).  We’ll bird areas 
around the marsh that harbor some of the best birds 
or have the most variety of birds during this time of 
year.  We expect to find a variety of shorebirds and 
water birds, as well as resident and early migrant 
passerines. 

September 8 (Saturday) 
Green Bay: Fall Warblers 

Meet: 7:00 am at Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary 
(Google Map), 
which can be 
reached off I-43, exit
-187 (Webster Ave.) 
to East Shore Drive. 
Use the first parking 
area, on the right, 
after entering the 
sanctuary. Wear 
good walking shoes, 

because there will be some hiking, though leisurely. 
We may tour other nearby areas.  
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Field Trip Co-Chairs 
Tom Schultz 
N6104 Honeysuckle Lane,  
Green Lake, WI 54941 
Cell: (920) 960-1796 
e-mail: trschultz@centurytel.net 

Jeff Baughman 
W2640 Middle Road,  
Campbellsport, WI 53010 
Cell: (920) 960-4732 
e-mail: jbaughman@csd.k12.wi.us 

Weather Cancellation Policy 
In the event of poor or dangerous weather 
conditions any given field trip may be 
cancelled. Participants will be notified via the 
WSO Website: http://wsobirds.org, Wisbirdn 
Listserv, as well as various Wisconsin 
birding Facebook pages. Please realize that 
under some circumstances there may be 
insufficient time to post a cancellation. So 
please EXERCISE GOOD JUDGEMENT 
when deciding to attend. 

Dual Field Trip Dates 
Two field trips have two different dates indicated. 
Our intent is to try and optimize our birding during 
these migration periods. The 1st date listed is the 
normal scheduled date, but if it is determined that 
the 2nd date may be better, we will notify participants 
via the WSO Website: http://wsobirds.org and 
Wisbirdn Listserv. So please check these two services 
a day or two prior to the 1st date listed. 

Starting Location Maps 
For those of you that are using an electronic version 
of this schedule, we have added a link to Google 
Maps for your convenience. This link will direct you 
to the starting location of each field trip. A Google 
account (free) is required to view these maps. 
If you hover your mouse over the (Google Map) a 
little hand with a “W” appears. Left click the mouse 
and this will open Google Maps (you may have to log 
into your Google account at this point) and the 
starting location for that particular field trip will be 
displayed. 

WSO Website : http://wsobirds.org 

September 21-23  
Wisconsin Point Weekend: JAEGERFEST  

Meet: 7:00 am (each morning) at the first beach 
parking area along the 
Moccasin Mike Road 
(Google Map), which leads 
to Wisconsin Point. Weather 
plays such an integral part in 
birding this area, in fact the 
worse the weather the more 
incredible the birding could 
be. So prepare for the 
possibility of wet, cold 
weather as well as typical 

cool fall temperatures along lake Superior. 
Participants may want to bring old bread, popcorn, 
beef suet, etc. for “chumming” for gulls.  If you are 
staying in a motel, make sure you book your 
reservation early! 

NEW September 29/30 
Fall Campout  - WSO Honey Creek Property  

Meet at 6:00 pm for the return of WSO’s fall 
campout. Campers should meet at the Nature Center 
(Google Map) Saturday evening to set up camp and 
later for a short field trip to listen for night sounds. On 
Sunday morning we will form a couple of field trips 
groups, one going up the Honey Creek Valley and the 
other to explore our newly acquired Dischler property. 
If time allows we may add other nearby locations - 
such as Ferry Bluff.   

October 7 or 14 (Sunday) 
Harrington Beach: Hawk Watch 

Meet: 8:00 am at the lower  beach parking area of 
Harrington Beach State Park (Google Map). Please 
note that there is a state 
park entrance fee. Later 
in the morning we may 
also venture south to 
the Western Great 
Lakes Bird and Bat 
Observatory and check 
for additional species at 
that site. Bring a lunch .  
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Birding clubs in Wisconsin 

Bay Area Bird Club – a powerful and fun group  
doing great things for avian ecology

The Badger Birder is offering an occasional 
look at organized birding groups in Wiscon-
sin. This month we turn our attention on 
Green Bay area birders:  
 
Tell us about the history of your 
club. 
…..The Green Bay Bird Club was launched 
in 1936 and quickly became one of the 
leading bird clubs in the state. In fact, it got 
started three years before the birth of the 
Wisconsin Society for Ornithology. The local 
birding group focused on outdoor bird hikes 
and programs, and its many active members 
included newspaper columnists and local 
clergy. In 1995, the Green Bay Bird Club dis-
banded, reorganized a year later as the Bay 
Area Bird Club with 44 members on hand 
for its first meeting. 
 
What are its activities? 
     The Bay Area Bird Club is very involved 
with the Swift Night Out program and has 
monitored over 100 chimneys in the Green 
Bay area over the last six years.  
      Members are also strong supporters 
and participants in the Big Bay Birdathon, a 
fundraiser to support the initiatives of Bird 
City Green Bay.  
        Other activities include Christmas Bird 
Counts, Birds ‘n’ Beers get-togethers, taking 
part in WSO conventions and volunteering 
for the Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas II and 
for the Midwest Birding Symposium when it 
was held in Green Bay in 2001 and 2003. 

Who leads the Club today? 
     Nancy Nabak has been president for two 
years and also has chaired Bird City Green 
since its inception. She currently is the WSO 
Historian and serves on that board as well 
as on the board for the Brown County Chap-
ter of the Izaak Walton League.  
       Nancy loves the closeness of the bird 
club and feels the members there are her 
extended family. She says she’s honored to 
be connected with such dedicated bird lov-
ers and citizen scientists. 
 
Why would someone want to join? 
     We are a helpful, fun group. The advanced 
birders take joy in assisting new birders on 
hikes and field trips. New birders are wel-
comed with open arms and usually snacks 
to boot!  
      Our club helps people learn where to look 
for birds and introduces them to a variety of 
bird related activities that are happening in 
the community.  
     We have birders of all levels in our club, 
and one thing we agree on, we like each 
other’s company and enjoy the social aspect 
of gathering!  
        We even have a “traveling Meadowlark 
apron” that gets passed on to a different 
member at each meeting. (It originated as a 
silent auction item at a WSO convention.)  
     Another great reason to join our club? 
We have amazing habitat nearby at the Bay 
Beach Wildlife Sanctuary. It’s a warbler sink 
during migration. Location, location, loca-
tion! 
 

How about meetings and field 
trips?  
     We host eight field trips each year, all of 
which are open and free to the public. And 
we co-sponsor (with the local Audubon 
chapter) a fall and winter lecture series 
on bird related topics. We meet on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. at the Bay 
Beach Wildlife Sanctuary Nature Center, in 
the lower level Estuary Room. 
 
Anything scheduled soon? 
     On Jan. 6, we will be heading to the Mil-
waukee shoreline and working our way back 
north for our winter waterfowl field trip.  
     Bill Mueller, director of the Western 
Great Lakes Bird and Bat Observatory, will 
be presenting the latest findings on Aerial 
Insectivores and Chimney Swifts at 7 p.m. 
on Jan. 18 at the Bay Beach Nature Center, in 
the lower level Estuary Room.  
     Interested in learning more? Contact 
Nancy Nabak at nnabak@sbcglobal.net 
 
Anything else to note?  
     The Bay Area Bird Club enjoys the social 
aspects of birding, but its members are also 
very serious about being change-agents 
within our community. Mike Gottfredsen, 
former president says, “We are fostering a 
conservation ethic.”  Another member, Jim 
Johnson, believes, “If each member focuses 
on touching two people throughout a year’s 
time, with 65 members, look at how many 
“touches” we’ve made.”  
     Bay Area Bird Club – a powerful and fun 
club doing great things for avian ecology. 

                                                                                                                                                   Photo by Nancy Nabak 
The Bay Area Bird Club stages eight field trips a year; last February they visited the Three 
Lakes area of the Nicolet Chequamegon National Forest. 

The club also enjoys the social aspects of bird-
ing and has a “traveling Meadowlark apron” 
that gets passed on to a different member 
at each meeting: Wayne Kuhn on left, Brian 
Pierce in the apron. 
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     This quick reference guide helps ID all 
the holiday cookie species on the facing 
page: 
1.  The drake Redhead could more be ap-
propriately named Ginger(bread) Duck. 
2.  The empyreal blue tones of the Moun-
tain Bluebird reflect its love for Big Sky 
Country. 
3.  Arguably, North America’s most beautiful 
holiday cookie, the Painted Bunting. 
4.  The Ivory Gull’s yellow-tipped black bill 
and black eye break up the white-on-white 
wintery theme. 
5.  The Barn Owl is relegated to its own 
unique cookie family. 
6.  Red-necked Grebe in delicious breeding 
plumage. 
7.  This is the first documented photo of the 
Siberian Rubythroat in Eau Claire! 
8.  Remarkably, this Snow Bunting sports its 
breeding plumage during the non-breeding 
season.  
9.  Look for the side-striping and the cres-
cent-shaped face patch of the Barrow’s 
Goldeneye. Then bite off its head. 
10.  The amount of creamy brown on this 
Gilded Flicker’s head separates it from the 
Northern. 
11.  The Horned Puffin is the countertop 
counter to the Eastern seaboard’s Atlantic 
Puffin. 
12.  The gaudy frosting colors of the Purple 
Gallinule allow it to stand out in a cookie 
jar. 
13.  The Spruce Grouse spends the winter in 
northern frosted Tupperware habitat. 
14.  Tufted Puffin in courtship cookie dis-
play. 
15.  Sadly, the odds are this first year female 
Cerulean Warbler won’t make it until 
spring. 
16.  The Bullock’s Oriole lacks the full black 
cap of the Baltimore. 
17.  Rare bird alert --Spangle-cheeked Tana-
ger visiting my dining room table! 
18.  There’s no mistaking the tail-cocked GIS 
of the Mexican Jay. 
19.  It’s difficult to spot the Rock Ptarmigan 
in a field of cream cheese white frosting. 
20.  Greater White-fronted Goose in messy 
eclipse plumage. 
21.  When not in my cookie jar, the Brown-
capped Rosy-Finch is found in the snow-
capped peaks of Colorado. 
22.  The large black eyes of the Juniper Tit-
mouse make it too endearing to eat. 
23.  The stunning King Eider of the frosting 
… sorry I mean … frosty north. 
24.  Yum! The Blue-winged Warbler is truly 
eye candy. 

depictions of different birds.’ “ 
       Well, at least as accurate as gloms of homemade butter cream frosting would 
allow. 
       Birders use physical aids to help identify bird species in the field, and we’re 
not just talking about color. Traits like wingbars, eye rings, spotting or streaking, 
are all useful clues in telling one avian character from another.  
      What started out as a joke soon became a study in cookie detailing. Out came 
the bird guides and phone apps. Family members began to seek out favorite or 
regionally-appropriate birds.  
      The only limiting factor to design was the colors of frosting -- and how much 

work one cares to sink 
into a single cookie. 
      Black proved to be the 
toughest color. At first 
we were using a muddy 
brown at best, and some-
time purple. But Julie, my 
wife, who whips up the 
bowls of frosting, finally 
found a truer black. After 
that,  it was finding bird 
“eyes” that was tricky. For 
a while I used raisins for 
eyes. 
       That was resolved 
when Julie found black 
candy beads at a kitchen 
store. 
       Ultimately, the goal is 
to enjoy a plentiful popu-

lation of yummy cookies, 
and to one day compile a family “Field Guide to Holiday Bird Cookies.” 
       “I’ve been making cookies for Christmas since I was a young married woman, 
and bringing them along when we return home to where my family is from in 
Two Rivers,” Julie said.  
      “And my Uncle Barney -- my Irish Uncle Barney -- loves them. So we began a 
tradition where he gets his own container of Christmas cookies. And every year, 
when we show up for the holidays, he greets me with a hug and a kiss and he 
says, ‘Where are my cookies?’ “ 
       And every year despite kind reminders to pace himself, Julie’s cookie-snarf-
ing uncle polishes off the batch in a matter of days.  
       Wild birds, of course, face innumerable stressors in their short lives. There 
are no guarantees of longevity. So it is at tabletop. 
       Frosting cookies can make a person hungry, so if a cookie breaks while being 
frosted it is in serious jeopardy of being eaten. Sometimes that happens even 
when they don’t break…. 
       But those that survive the butter knife will court the eye and the taste buds, 
and wing their way to Uncle Barney’s. 
       “My Uncle Barney is not a birdwatcher,” said Julie. “He just likes bird cookies.” 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Steve Betchkal is a lifelong birder and the author of five books, including 
“All of This & Robins Too” and “Make Birds Not War. He is an Edward R. Murrow 
Award-winning journalist, and also has won four Emmys, one of them for “Flight to 
Nowhere," a series on the many hazards bird face during migration.  
In cooperation with WSO, he wrote and produced Bird TV, a series of educational 
videos covering topics related to wild birds. The episodes feature original images 
and video of Wisconsin birds collected by some of the state’s finest photographers.  
Check it out at https://wsobirds.org/bird-tv

Birds of a feather flock 
together at cookie time

From Page 1

Steve Betchkal
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Federal Duck Stamps = Big Win for Conservaon! 
Buy them from The Wisconsin Society for Ornithology, Inc. 

 
What is a Federal Duck Stamp? 

A Federal Duck Stamp, formally known as the Migratory Bird Hunng and Conservaon 
Stamp, is a revenue stamp that hunters 16 years of age and older must purchase each year 
and carry with them to hunt waterfowl. It is also a conservaon stamp because proceeds 
from stamp sales help purchase and protect wetland habitat for the Naonal Wildlife 
Refuge System. 

Why Buy Federal Duck Stamps? 
Conservaonists buy Federal Duck Stamps because they know that the stamp is, dollar for 
dollar, one of the best investments they can make in the future of America’s wetlands. 
Some 98 percent of the proceeds go to secure wetland and grassland habitat within the 
system. Birders and other outdoor enthusiasts annually buy Duck Stamps to gain free 
admission to naonal wildlife refuges. The stamp is valid from July 1 to June 30. 

How Much Land Has Been Purchased? 
Federal Duck Stamp sales have raised over $800 million since the program began in 1934, and they have helped acquire and protect more 
than six million acres of wetlands within the Naonal Wildlife Refuge System. Wisconsin refuges funded in part by Federal Duck Stamp  
sales include: 
Horicon Naonal Wildlife Refuge 
Necedah Naonal Wildlife Refuge 
Trempealeau Naonal Wildlife Refuge 
Wisconsin Waterfowl Producon Areas, which preserve small natural wetlands and their associated uplands 

How Can You Display Your Support for Conservaon? 
By using WSO’s holder to display a Duck Stamp you can demonstrate that birders contribute voluntarily to habitat preservaon. 

To learn more, visit the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service website: www.fws.gov/duckstamps 

 
WSO’s Program 

Stamps are available from WSO beginning late in June and ending December 25. NO ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED BETWEEN  
DECEMBER 25 AND MAY 31. In a consignment program, WSO purchases Duck Stamps and sells them at the price offered by other outlets 
(WSO does not make a profit on these sales). 

WSO also offers a reusable clear-plasc key-ring-type holder for the Duck Stamp (shown at right) that you can 
aach to your binocular strap, pack, etc., so everyone can see that you support this worthwhile conservaon 
effort. Stamps and holders are available from WSO on a prepaid basis only. 

If you want only stamps, send a check for $25 for each stamp, plus one self-addressed stamped envelope, 
to the address below. 

 OR 
If you want stamps and reusable plasc holders, send a check for $28 for each stamp and holder, plus the form below. 

Make checks payable to WSO and send your request to: WSO Duck Stamps Quesons: 920.980.8083 or 
 c/o Chrisne Zimmerman jeff.chris@a.net 
 2708 Eisner Ave 
 Sheboygan, WI  53083 
 
If you are ordering stamps and holders, include your name and address on the following form – this form will be taped to a mailing envelope;  
if you are ordering stamps only, do not use this form. 

Name  __________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Address  __________________________________________________________________________________________________  

  __________________________________________________________________________________________________  

  __________________________________________________________________________________________________  

2017-2018 Duck Stamp Art – Trio of Canada Geese 
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Bird of the Month 

King Rail: Rallus elegans
By Diana Hierlmeier   
      The King Rail is a medium-sized, chicken-like marsh bird and is 
the largest North American rail. It has a compact body, short tail, 
strong green legs with a long, slightly down-curved orange-based 
bill. This rail sports a reddish chest, neck and back with black and 

white stripes on its flanks. It has a white throat and 
a light colored belly.   
      Immature birds are similar to adults but mark-
ings are indistinct with variable amounts of black on 
their sides.  The chicks are downy and black. They 
average in size from 15 to 19 inches, with a wing-
span of just under 20 inches, and they can weigh 
from 10.8 to 13.1 ounces.  
      The King Rail can be found in habitats that in-
clude freshwater and brackish marshes, rice fields 
and swamps with adequate, dense cover.  Occasion-

ally they can be found in salt marshes in winter. Important habitat 
plants for this species include cattails, bulrushes and spartina.  
      Their primary diet includes crustaceans, especially crayfish, 
aquatic insects and small fish. They also eat beetles, crabs, snails, 
clams, grasshoppers, frogs, spiders and seeds of aquatic plants.  
They can be seen foraging in areas concealed by plant cover or in 
comparatively open areas where the bird can blend in with its sur-
roundings and is only a few steps away from cover.  In tidal areas, it 
feeds during low tide. This bird generally forages in water so shallow 
that only the bill or part of it disappears beneath the surface. Typi-
cally, it forages in aquatic areas but the King Rail has been known 
to feed on insects away from water, but then often takes the item to 
water and dunks it before consuming it.  
      During courtship, the male will walk about with his tail raised, 
showing off his white under-tail coverts. Accompanying this display, 
the male stops occasionally to give a courtship call. The male will 
also present food to its mate. One male was observed to catch seven 
crayfish within two hours, presenting five to his mate. 
       The King Rail nest is a round, elevated platform of grasses, 
sedges or rushes with a saucer-shaped depression, usually with 
a round or cone-shaped canopy and a ramp. It is often placed in a 
clump of grass just above the water line.  The female will lay a clutch 
of 6 to 14 eggs.  Both parents incubate for 21 to 23 days. When the 
eggs hatch, the young are covered in down and are able to leave the 
nest within an hour or so.  
      The chicks are not able to feed themselves and must rely on their 
parents for up to six weeks after hatching. The young are able to 
make short flights at 9-10 weeks.  
      Adult birds molt completely after the nesting season and are 
flightless for nearly a month. The general flight pattern for the King 
Rail consists for quick, short, feeble flights. This bird has been ob-
served at flight speeds of 48 miles per hour. 
      When vocalizing, this species emits trilled “brrrr” and “kek” calls. 
A single “kek” call note is given in flight when the bird is flushed.  
“Kek” calls are also given frequently at dawn. The greatest arrays of 
adult calls are given during the breeding season, courtship through 
brood rearing.  Primary contact calls are given by male and female 
adults and occur year round. They are known to vocalize any time 
of day. Their varying calls of “jupe-jupe-jupe,” “cheup-cheup-cheup” 
and “gelp-gelp-gelp” or “chac-chac-chac-chac” are characterized by 
having several notes in a series louder than the succeeding ones 
with the tempo increasing towards the end of the call when the 
notes seem to run together. 
      These birds are commonly preyed upon by bobcats, red foxes and 
river otters. It is thought predation occurs more frequently in dry 

years when mammals have better access to the rail habitat. North-
ern Harriers, Great-horned Owls, snakes and alligators also prey on 
them. 
      The population of the King Rail has declined by almost 5% per 
year between 1966 and 2014 and it is listed as a Species of High 
Concern on the Continental Concern Score. Declines in populations 
are related to loss of wetlands across North America. Pesticides, 
including runoff chemicals from farm use, may also play a part in 
the bird’s decline. King Rails are often killed by cars when moving 
around during the breeding season. 
 
Fun facts:  
-- A group of rails are collectively known as a “hill” or a “rumor” of 
rails. 
-- The King Rail will interbreed with the Clapper Rail where territo-
ries overlap. 
-- This species was first described by John James Audubon in 1834. 
 
To dig more deeply: 
Bent, Arthur C., Life Histories of North American Marsh Birds, Dover, 
New York, N.Y., 1963. 
Cutright, Noel J., Bettie R. Harriman, Robert W. Howe, Atlas of 
the Breeding Birds of Wisconsin. Wisconsin Society for Ornithology, 
Waukesha, Wis., 2006. 
Dunn, John L. and Jonathan Alderfer, National Geographic Field 
Guide of Birds of North America, National Geographic Society, Sixth 
Edition. 
National Audubon Society, The Sibley Guide to Bird Life and Behav-
ior, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, N.Y., 2001. 
Shriver, W. Gregory, Thomas P. Hodgman, Alan R. Hanson, 
Nelson’s Sparrow. The Birds of North America, Academy of Natural 
Sciences, Philadelphia, Penn., 2011. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Diana Hierlmeier, her husband, two dogs and an indoor cat 
enjoy an acre of farmland in Random Lake that is a certified Wildlife 
Habitat and an Advanced Bird Habitat through the National Wildlife 
Federation. 

                                                                                                Photo by Janelle Pitula 
In 2017, the Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas II added one species that 
was not confirmed during WBBA I: King Rail. At least one pair nested 
at Horicon Marsh, and were seen by many (above) with their chick. 
King Rails were detected in several blocks during WBBA I, but not 
confirmed.

Diana Hierlmeier  
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area’s biodiversity, improve available habitat for avian species and 
provide increased public birding access. 
     To meet this vision the plan focuses on the property’s five diverse 
ecosystems: 1) an established upland forest; 2) the riparian stream 
corridor around a tributary of Honey Creek; 3) a remnant goat 
prairie; 4) a rocky evergreen outcropping; and 5) pastureland that 
the plan recommends be converted to woodland.  The approaches to 
managing each of these areas are centered on creating and main-
taining habitat for bird species, especially the threatened Cerulean 
Warbler.  
     WSO will have to spend more time developing specific parts of the 
plan before going forward with any management actions, but often 
the initial start is the hardest part.  
       I’m happy to say we’ve got a great start.  I want to touch on a few 
of the highlights. 
     Invasives:  WSO has been treating our older Honey Creek 
holdings for invasive garlic mustard, primarily by targeted herbicide 
spraying.  The Dischler Addition is relatively free of invasives, not 
counting the pastures.  There is some spread of invasive plants into 
the upland woodlands from the pastures and from the Highway PF 
roadside, and there is a patch of invasive reed canary grass north 
of Sky View Rd. along the stream corridor.  Getting rid of the reed 
canary stand along the stream and extending our ongoing garlic 
mustard control into the new lands will be important. 
     Fire Regime:  Much of southwestern Wisconsin prior to Europe-
an settlement was exposed to periodic fires, and the plant communi-
ties reflected that environmental influence.  The suppression of fires 
since the early 1800s has changed the composition of the vegetation.  
Fire has been reintroduced into many areas as a management tool.  
Fire can both help suppress unwanted plant species while encour-
aging native plants that have evolved with periodic fire exposure.  
The use of fire could be a helpful tool in designing our long-term 
management of the Dischler Tract. 
     Hiking Trail: WSO should look into extending a hiking trail 
into the upper reaches of the Dischler Tract.  A new trail could be 
dead-ended or might be able to connect-up with the existing WSO-
TNC trail that runs up the stream valley.  The existing fields, along 
with an old two-track trail through the woods up to the north border 

of the Dischler Tract, could be the backbone of a new hiking trail. 
        Woodland Extension: (green outline):  There now are 
fields being used for grazing and hay crops.  The biggest question 
facing WSO is what the do with these in the long-term.  The EC 
management plan recommends that they be restored to forest, with 
an emphasis on establishing oaks.  WSO will have to develop this 
recommendation further, evaluating options for reintroducing oaks 
(do we plant acorns, seedlings or saplings?), along with the ongoing 
management actions (weed control, periodic burning, etc.) required 
to re-establish upland forest.   
     Established Upland Forest: (orange outline): The north-
ern portion of the Dischler Addition consists of an extensive upland 
forest that has been minimally logged over the last century.  This for-
est extends into older WSO lands to the north and is good habitat for 
forest interior species, including the Cerulean Warbler and Acadian 
Flycatcher.  The EC students recommend that this area’s manage-
ment focus on enhancing the habitat for the Cerulean Warbler.  WSO 
also will have to study what options are available to reach this goal. 
     Evergreen Outcropping: (red arrow):  This thin strip of for-
est grows on a rocky ridge in the south-central portion of the tract 
overlooking the stream valley. The area is dominated by eastern 
white pine and eastern hemlock, with other species such as yellow 
birch and white oak.  Potential trail use is a threat to the area, due to 
erosion concerns and the spread of invasive plants.  Any new trails 
need to be carefully laid out so as to limit erosion and invasive spe-
cies introductions and to encourage evergreen seedling growth. 
     Goat Prairie: (black arrow):  Goat prairies are a type of short-
grass prairie found on steep slopes and typified by thin soils and dry 
conditions.  A small example of this habitat type is found on a steep, 
west-facing slope in the northwest portion of the tract.  Woody 
shrubs that would have been kept out by frequent fires in pre-set-
tlement times are encroaching on the prairie. Removal, by cutting, of 
encroaching shrubs and saplings is recommended, as is the intro-
duction of a fire regime. 
     Riparian Stream Corridor: (blue arrow):   The lowland 
valley that comprises the southwest portion of the tract has a mean-
dering tributary of Honey Creek running through it.  Wisconsin wet-
land grasses and forbes thrive here. Their presence is threatened, 
however, by exotic invasive plants, notably Japanese knotweed and 
reed canary grass, which have gained a foothold near Sky View. 

Plan focuses on Dischler Tract’s diverse ecosystems 
From Page 1

                                                                                Photo by Michael John Jaeger 
UW-Madison students Matthew Wallrath, Rachel Siller, Adam Win-
egarden, Emily Knipp and Shelley Torkelson.
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Some better news for some of Wisconsin’s grouse
By Peter Dunn 
WSO Conservation Committee 
     The annual grouse survey data were released by the Wisconsin 
DNR in October.  The news for Ruffed Grouse and Greater Prairie-
Chickens is encouraging, but Sharp-tailed Grouse continue to 
decline. Let’s start with the good news. 
     Ruffed Grouse: Ruffed Grouse have increased since last year 
by 17% based on the number of drumming birds heard during 77 
roadside surveys. Ruffed Grouse are known to cycle at about a 10-
year interval and in 2017 we are at the upturn part of the cycle (last 
peak in 2011).  
     The increase is most notable in the North; there was little change 
in the southern part of Wisconsin. This may reflect the greater 
swings in abundance throughout the cycle in more northern popu-
lations. Despite the increase this year, the report noted that the 
number of birds has declined over the long term, possibly as a con-
sequence of older forests in much of the state. (The survey has been 
run since 1964.)  Ruffed Grouse prefer early successional forests of 
aspen and poplar, and many forests in Wisconsin, particularly in the 
south, are becoming too old for this species.  
     Greater Prairie-Chickens: The number of displaying male 
prairie-chickens has declined from 749 in 2000 to 240 in 2016.  This 
year the number increased slightly to 250 males, so the decline may 
be leveling off.  The trend seems to be similar in both the southern 
(Buena Vista and Leola management areas) and northern (Paul 
Olson and Mead management areas) populations.  These estimates 
are based on surveys of 38 booming grounds, each of which was 
observed 2 to 5 mornings.  The number of booming grounds appears 
to be relatively stable in all areas since 2011, but it should be noted 
that the overall range has contracted because males have not been 
seen displaying in “outlying areas” (Clark and Taylor Counties) since 
2009. 
      Sharp-tailed Grouse: Similar to prairie-chickens, the num-
ber of displaying male Sharp-tailed Grouse has declined.  There were 
over 300 males on DNR-managed properties in 2000, but just 138 
males were counted in 2017. Unlike prairie-chickens, there was a 
17% decline from 2016 to 2017 (169 to 138 males).  
      The decline appears to be occurring on both public and private 

lands. These surveys do not cover the entire range of this species in 
Wisconsin, so these estimates are minimums that only indicate gen-
eral trends, not an absolute count. Sharp-tailed Grouse require large 
tracts of grassland or early successional savannas interspersed with 
shrubs for food and cover. Loss of this habitat, through changes in 
agriculture and natural succession, is thought to be the main reason 
for their declining populations.  
     Although Sharp-tailed Grouse have been hunted in Wisconsin for 
many years, their population size appears to be better correlated 
with the previous year’s reproductive success (chicks per hen) than 
the level of hunting. Last year 25 permits were issued through a 
lottery, and 7 birds were harvested by 19 hunters. This year the hunt 
was cancelled altogether as a consequence of the low numbers of 
displaying males.   This year’s reports are available at http://dnr.
wi.gov/topic/WildlifeHabitat/reports.html 
      This prairie-chicken decline has occurred despite releasing 110 
females from Minnesota into the southern population (Buena Vista) 
during 2006-‘09.  Although this translocation temporarily stabilized 
the loss of genetic variation in the population, the numbers of birds 
has declined, suggesting that the decline is not due to inbreeding.  
The translocation was part of the previous 10-year management 
plan (2004-’14) for prairie-chickens by the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR).  
     That plan also called for acquiring an additional 15,000 acres 
to connect the four DNR wildlife management areas that have 
prairie-chickens (Leola, Buena Vista, Paul Olsen and Mead). A lack 
of funds and increasing land prices hampered that effort, with only 
a minimal number of acres added during this period. In the mean-
time, the overall amount of habitat for prairie-chickens has declined 
due to land use changes.   The next management plan is still being 
developed, and in late February, the DNR held a public meeting in 
Wisconsin Rapids to gain public input.  The full draft of the plan was 
expected to be released later in the spring, with a final public review 
this past summer, but none of that has yet to take place. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Peter Dunn is a professor of biological sciences at UW-Milwaukee 
(pdunn@uwm.edu) and a member of the WSO Conservation Commit-
tee.   

Dennis Gustafson, dedicated teacher, avid birder, dies at 73
By Pat Horn 
     Wisconsin lost one of its bet-
ter known and more accom-
plished birders with the death 
Nov. 20 of 73-year-old Dennis K. 
Gustafson of Muskego. 
     Gustafson was born Dec. 
29, 1943, and lived most of his 
young life in Wauwatosa, devel-
oping an interest in birds by the 
age of 10.  
      He went to college in Min-
nesota, majoring in biology. 
He later met his wife Margo, to 
whom he was married for 44 
years and with whom he raised three sons 
in New Berlin. 
     Gustafson taught in the Milwaukee 
Public Schools for 35 years, starting at John 
Marshall High School and continuing on to 
the International Baccalaureate program 

at Rufus King High School after 
obtaining his Ph.D. in biology 
from the University of Wisconsin 
Milwaukee.  
     Dennis was a devoted husband 
and father as well as an avid 
birder. He would often leave the 
house early in the morning so 
he could bird on the Milwaukee 
lakefront before heading to work.  
      His standards were high and 
on numerous occasions he would 
“write up” his bird sightings for 
the Wisconsin Society for Orni-

thology.  
     Dennis ranked second on WSO’s Wiscon-
sin Life Totals list with 390 species, and his 
North American life list stood at 661. His 
state year lists regularly averaged around 
280, and his last new bird for the state was 
the White-winged Tern seen in Manitowoc 

in May of 2016.  
     For many years Gustafson teamed up 
with Daryl Tessen to lead the highly popular 
birding bus trips at the Horicon Marsh Bird 
Festival. He participated in many Christmas 
Bird Counts and would frequently lend his 
expertise to individual birders. 
     Dennis’ Christian faith was important in 
his two year battle with terminal cancer.  
      As he underwent experimental treat-
ments that allowed him to have a longer and 
better quality of life, he did not complain 
but drew on his faith to help him to perse-
vere and continue doing some of the things 
he loved, included biking 8-10 miles a day 
(over 600 miles a year), looking for birds. 
      Services were held Nov. 30.  Memorials 
can be made to CrossPoint Church, 11000 
W Oklahoma Ave, West Allis, WI 53227, or 
Crescent Lake Bible Camp, 2750 Bible Camp 
Rd., Rhinelander, WI 54501.

Dennis K. Gustafson
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Whooping Cranes on the move to Indiana, Alabama, Florida
By the International Crane Foundation 
     If you look closely, you may see a Whooping Crane among the 
thousands of Sandhill Cranes that are migrating south this month 
across the United States. Whooping Cranes are quickly returning to 
their wintering areas in the southeastern United States and Texas, 
including ICF project areas in Indiana, Alabama and the central 
Texas coast. 
     Last year over half of the Eastern Migratory Whooping Crane 
population that summers in Wisconsin used Indiana as either a 
migration stopover site or a wintering area. The best place to see 
Whooping Cranes in Indiana is at Goose Pond Fish and Wildlife 
Area near Linton, about one hour west of Bloomington. The first 
two Whooping Cranes arrived in late October – a pair identified as 
18-03 (male) and 36-09 (female). This pair is consistently the first to 
arrive, and the last to leave Indiana. They are often visible from the 
visitor center at Goose Pond Fish and Wildlife Area. 
     On Nov. 13, three Whooping Cranes returned to Wheeler National 
Wildlife Refuge in northern Alabama, and more are expected to 
arrive soon. Two of the cranes, 01-11 and 59-13, are a young pair 
known as Beau and Latka (the female hatched at ICF headquarters 
in 2013). The third crane was hatched in 2015 and has not been 
recorded before at the refuge. The three birds were first sighted in a 
field with about 1,500 Sandhill Cranes. 
     This winter ICF has a staff person both in Indiana and Alabama 
conducting outreach programs near the Whooping Cranes’ wintering 
areas. They are reaching out to Audubon groups, community organi-
zations, refuge visitors and sportsmen and women to share informa-
tion about Whooping Crane conservation and identification. The 
goal is to develop communities that care about Whooping Cranes 
and take pride in having this endangered species as a neighbor. 
     The first Whooping Cranes arrived at the Aransas National 
Wildlife Refuge in coastal Texas in late October. ICF staff conducted a 
crane habitat survey at the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge in early 
November and observed 34 Whooping Cranes on their wintering 
grounds. Among the returning cranes were three families with a 
single juvenile each and a single parent with two juveniles. Most of 
the cranes were feeding in the coastal marsh that is full of wolfberry 
fruits, an important food for the cranes that has recovered after Hur-
ricane Harvey made landfall near the refuge this summer. 
     ICF staff in Texas are continuing to monitor the Whooping Cranes’ 
habitat as the cranes return. Initial results show that the salinity 
has risen in the inland freshwater ponds used by the cranes. ICF is 
working with its Texas partners to repair solar pumps that supply 
freshwater to these critical ponds. The pumps were damaged by the 
winds and storm surge as Harvey moved across the central coast. 
     Back from the brink of extinction, Whooping Cranes are mak-
ing a steady comeback from about 20 individuals in the 1940s to 
approximately 500 birds in the wild today. Named for their loud and 

distinctive calls, Whooping Cranes once lived throughout much of 
North America. 
     The population in Texas is growing at a steady rate, with 63 
chicks reported on the breeding grounds in Canada this summer. In 
the Eastern Migratory population, in addition to two wild-hatched 
chicks, 11 parent-reared chicks and 11 costume-reared chicks 
hatched at ICF and the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center in Mary-
land were released this fall. The parent-reared chicks were released 
one or two at a time, across four counties in Wisconsin near adult 
Whooping Cranes. The first parent-reared chick started migration 
in early November. ICF plans to monitor the chicks as they complete 
their first migration to learn more about the habitats they select and 
whether they continue to associate with adult Whooping Cranes. 
     You can help protect the Endangered Whooping Crane by learning 
a few identifying characteristics. Whooping Cranes have a white 
body, red on top of their head and black marks running along their 
cheeks and throat. They also have black wingtips. 
     If you encounter a Whooping Crane in the wild, give them the re-
spect and distance they need. Do not approach birds on foot within 
200 yards. Remain in your vehicle and get no closer than 100 yards. 
Also, please remain concealed and do not speak loudly enough that 
the birds can hear you. Finally, do not trespass on private property in 
an attempt to view or photograph Whooping Cranes. 
     To report a Whooping Crane sighting go to http://www.saving-
cranes.org/report-a-banded-crane/

                                                                                        Photo by Robert Huguenard 
Whooping Crane 72-17, or Amethyst, rests during migration at 
Jasper-Pulaski Fish and Wildlife Area in northern Indiana. Amethyst 
was reared at ICF headquarters this summer by adult cranes – known 
as parent-rearing – and was released in Wisconsin this fall near wild 
cranes. The young crane began migration with Sandhill Cranes on 
Nov. 16 and arrived in Florida four days later!

Study shows that safety, not food, entices geese to cities
      Canada Geese have shifted their winter 
range northward in recent years by taking 
advantage of conditions in urban areas—but 
what specific features of cities make this 
possible? A new study from The Condor: 
Ornithological Applications suggests that 
rather than food, geese are seeking safety, 
congregating in areas where they can avoid 
hunters and be buffered from the coldest 
winter temperatures. 
     Heath Hagy of the University of Illinois 

at Urbana–Champaign and his colleagues 
captured 41 geese in the Greater Chicago 
Metropolitan Area between 2014 and 2016 
and fitted them with radio transmitters to 
track their movements.  
      While the geese used a remarkable vari-
ety of urban habitats, they preferred deep 
water and rivers over green space such as 
parks when temperatures dropped enough 
to tax their ability to maintain their body 
temperature.  

      For geese that remained within the 
metropolitan area, winter survival was 
100%, but this dropped to 48% for those 
that emigrated out to forage in surrounding 
agricultural fields, countering expectations 
that the proximity of agricultural habitat 
may be a factor in geese’s winter expansion 
in the area. Together, these results suggest 
that sanctuary may be a higher priority for 
wintering geese than good foraging habitat. 
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DNR seeking comments on recreational priorities
By Michael John Jaeger 
WSO President 
      The Department of Natural Resources is 
continuing its first-time study known as the 
Recreation Opportunities Analysis (ROA).  
This study is looking at existing outdoor-
based recreation opportunities and future 
recreation needs in each region of the state. 
     Everyone interested in public recreation 
on DNR properties should participate in 
these meetings.  Birders included.  Please 
let the DNR know how important state 
properties are to birders and others who 
enjoy quiet, nature-based recreation. 
     “Noisy” forms of recreation, such as ATVs 
and off-road motorcycles, will likely be well 
represented at these sessions.  Participation 
is essential from people preferring quieter 
forms of recreation, such as hikers and bird-
watchers, to ensure they have a place in this 
planning effort. 
     The final round of meetings will take 
place in the “Southern Gateways” and the 
“Lower Lake Michigan Coastal” regions.  The 
accompanying map shows region boundar-
ies and meeting locations. 
     This process will affect recreation plan-
ning by the DNR on multiple properties.  
The Lower Lake Michigan Coastal region 
includes 5 state parks, 8 state forest units, 4 
state trails, 16 state wildlife areas, 10 state 
natural areas and 3 state fishery areas.   The 
Southern Gateways region includes 20 state 

parks, 6 state trails, 36 state wildlife areas, 
20 state natural areas, 18 state fishery areas 
and a state riverway. 
     The meeting dates and locations are:  
Tuesday, Dec.  5 – Baraboo 
Baraboo Civic Center, 124 2nd St., Baraboo, 
WI 53913 
Wednesday, Dec. 6 – Horicon 
Horicon Marsh Education & Visitor Center, 
N7725 Highway 28, Horicon, WI 53032 
Tuesday, Dec. 12 – Milwaukee  
Urban Ecology Center (Menomonee Valley 
branch), 3700 W. Pierce St., Milwaukee, WI 
53215 
Wednesday, Dec. 13 – Fitchburg 

Wyndham Garden Hotel, 2969 Cahill Main, 
Fitchburg, WI 53711 
    Each meeting will run from 4 to 7 p.m.  
The DNR says these are open houses 
designed to gather public comments, ideas 
and concerns on the existing recreational 
opportunities available in these regions. 
     You may also provide your thoughts and 
experiences pertaining to outdoor recre-
ation via an on-line survey at the links below 
by Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2018: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DNR-
roaSgateways 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DNR-
roaLLMC

It’s time to join a Christmas Count 
     This year’s 117th National Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count 
(CBC) will run from Thursday Dec.14 through Friday, Jan. 5, 2018. 
     There currently are 114 count areas throughout Wisconsin, each 

of them a 15-mile in-diameter circle. Each 
circle has a compiler who is responsible 
for picking the day of the count, organiz-
ing volunteers, planning routes, compiling 
the data, and submitting that data to the 
National Audubon Society. 
     Currently, only the Meadow Valley circle 

in Juneau and Wood Counties lacks a compiler.  If you are interested 
in reviving that count,  or if you are a compiler that has your dates 
for this year’s count, please email kyle.lindemer@gmail.com.  
          Volunteers of all experience levels are encouraged to partici-
pate in as many counts as they would like.  The goal is to count every 
bird that you see or hear in your area.  If spending the day outside 
in the cold doesn’t sound like your idea of a fun time, you can always 
count birds at your feeders from the comfort of your heated living 
room. If you are interested in participating in a count this year, 
please contact the complier listed in the spreadsheet at https://wso-
birds.org/christmas-bird-count 
     The data collected by observers over the past 116 years allow 
Audubon researchers, conservation biologists, wildlife agencies and 
other interested individuals to study the long-term health and status 
of bird populations across North America.  

Itching to count more birds? GBBC is coming! 
      The Great Backyard Bird Count team at Audubon and the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology want to remind you to mark your calendars for 
the 21st GBBC, coming up Feb. 16-19, 2018. Get all the details here: 
http://gbbc.birdcount.org/ 
Meanwhile, you can use your GBBC login information to record your 
sightings any day of the year on eBird at http://ebird.org/content/
ebird/ 
 
Introduction to Bird Song offered 
     The UWM Field Station near Saukville  will be offering a new 
course, Introduction to Bird Song, which will meet  for 8 weeks be-
ginning Feb. 6  from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Learn about bird songs as spring 
approaches. 
     Instructor: Bill Mueller is director of the Western Great Lakes 
Bird and Bat Observatory and serves on the Wisconsin Bird Conser-
vation Initiative Steering Committee . 
    The Course:  Will introduce students with varying prior skill 
levels to bird song identification.  It also will cover how and why 
birds sing, how they “use” song in their reproductive cycle, and 
incorporate the ecological and evolutionary functions of song.. An 
overview of resources for studying bird song will be made available 
and demonstrated.  
     A final skill test and methods and resources for further study will 
end the 8-week class period on March 27. 

Bird Digest
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Dec. 31 deadline to nominate someone for a Passenger Pigeon Award
     Do you know someone in Wisconsin who 
is making a difference for the birds?  
      WSO is seeking your input in selecting 
the winners of our 2018 Passenger Pigeon 
Awards.  
      The deadline for offering nominations in 
six categories is Dec. 31.  
     The Noel J. Cutright Conservation 
Award, formerly the Green Passenger 
Pigeon: Recognizes outstanding contribu-
tions to bird conservation in Wisconsin. 
Recipients may be an individual/group/
organization working on behalf of endan-
gered, threatened, and/or common species; 
promoting the establishment, management, 
and protection of bird habitat; educating the 
public on bird conservation issues. 

     Bronze Passenger Pigeon: Presented 
to individuals who have made outstanding 
contributions in their local communities or 
in the state to promote the field of ornithol-
ogy  through teaching (all levels); through 
conservation work (protection, preservation, 
restoration of habitat, etc.); or through orga-
nizational efforts (forming bird clubs or other 
groups which further ornithology). 
      Golden Passenger Pigeon: Presented 
to individuals who have made outstanding 
contributions to the field of ornithology. 
      Silver Passenger Pigeon: Presented to 
members of WSO for distinguished service 
to the Society. 
     Certificate of Achievement: Given to 
previous recipients of the Silver Passenger 

Pigeon who continue to provide exceptional 
service to WSO. 
     Samuel D. Robbins Lifetime Achieve-
ment:  Honors people who actively contrib-
ute to the Wisconsin Society for Ornithology 
above and beyond their having previously 
received the Silver Passenger Pigeon Award. 
     Limit your letter of nomination to one 
page and send it to WSO Awards Chair 
Wendy Schultz at schultzw@centurytel.net.  
       The awards will be presented on Friday 
May 18, 2018, at the Society’s 79h annual 
convention in Green Lake.  
      To see a complete list of past award 
recipients, go to http://wsobirds.org/about-
wso/awards


