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New strategic plan emerging 
for Bird Conservation Initiative

Photographer Jim Edlhuber caught this Snowy Owl 
snoozing beneath the moon last month in Milwaukee 
County.

     WSO has joined forces with other funders to sup-
port the electronic tagging of as many as six Snowy 
Owls in Wisconsin this winter as part of a multistate 
effort known as Project SNOWstorm. 
     More than 50 owls have been tagged in 10 states 
from North Dakota to Maine since 2013. WSO 
earlier funded transmitters for two of the six owls 
tagged in Wisconsin during previous winters -- for a 
bird known as Buena Vista in 2013 and for Ke-
waunee in 2014. 
     With more than 200 Snowy Owls recorded in 
Wisconsin already this winter, public interest in 
these charismatic and nomadic Arctic visitors has 
led to generous support for Project SNOWstorm, 
which employs cutting-edge technology to track North 
American owls’ movements in astounding detail, and for 
years at a time. 
     This year, WSO is supporting an additional 
transmitter, probably for an owl to be trapped in the 
lower Green Bay area.  The Madison Audubon So-
ciety and the Wisconsin Public Service Foundation 

WSO, other donors put 
Project SNOWstorm 
back in business here
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By Michael John Jaeger 
WSO President 
     The Steering Committee for the 
Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative 
(WBCI) will be meeting in late Janu-
ary to put the finishing touches on its 

draft of a Strategic 
Plan designed to 
re-invigorate what is 
arguably the state’s 
most important bird 
conservation organi-
zation. 
     A coopera-
tive partnership 
designed to deliver 

the full spectrum of bird conservation, 
emphasizing volunteer stewardship, 
WBCI has struggled over the last four 
years in the face of diminished capacity 
due to a notable shift in priorities at the 
Department of Natural Resources. 
     The Steering Committee plans to 
share the draft strategic plan with the 
broader WBCI partnership for their 
feedback.  A new working plan should 
be in place soon to help guide WBCI 
through the next five years. 
      WBCI brings together more than 
175 organizations with vastly different 
levels of engagement.  Partners include 
bird clubs, hunting and fishing groups, 
government agencies, land trusts, nature 
centers, environmental groups, universi-
ties and businesses. 
     The initiative’s goals include con-
serving and restoring endangered, 
threatened and rare bird species and 

their habitats, educating Wisconsin 
citizens about birds and bird conserva-
tion issues, and promoting bird-based 
recreation and the general enjoyment 
of birds. 
     WBCI’s inception came in May 2001, 
when 65 organizations signed on as 
initial partners.  The organization marks 
its formal start, however, as the date of 
its first Coordinating Council meeting in 
March 2002.   
     In 2008 the Coordinating Council 
voted to transform itself into a Steering 
Committee, a mixture of permanent and 
at-large representatives that continues 
today.  Permanently represented on the 
committee are WSO, the DNR, USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the 
Wisconsin Audubon Council. The five 
current ad hoc members include the 
Milwaukee County Parks Department, 
Raptor Education Group, Western Great 
Lakes Bird and Bat Observatory, Wis-
consin County Forests Association and 
Woodland Dunes Nature Center. 
     From the start, the DNR funded a 
dedicated WBCI coordinator position, 
a major asset to the partnership until 
the position became vacant in mid-2013 
with the transfer of the widely-traveled 
Andy Paulios to a new position. Replace-
ment of the WBCI coordinator was put 
on hold while DNR conducted a multi-
year internal restructuring review.  In 
early 2017 the DNR informed WBCI 
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Kate’s Quotes

January 31: Deadline for 3 WSO grants 
     The Wisconsin Society for Ornithology sponsors three research grants, all of which 
have a Jan. 31 deadline to submit applications. The 2018 Small Grants Program includes 
these opportunities: 
-- Steenbock Award, intended for beginners, amateurs, and independent researchers, 
has been used to fund a variety of independent bird-related projects. Graduate students 
and professionals in ornithology may apply for personal projects only. Applicants should 
include names and addresses of two references. 
--  Charles and Mary Nelson Award, established in a 1993 bequest from the Nelson family, 
is reserved for avian research involving wetlands. Applicants need not include recommen-
dations or references.
-- WSO Grant, usually awarded to provide additional support for research funded through 
a graduate program or in conjunction with another organization, partner or sponsor. Ap-
plicants should include names and addresses of two references.
     All applicants should send name, address, phone number, occupation and a short 
proposal along with an itemized budget -- including amount requested and how it will be 
used and amounts and sources of other funding.
     Applications may be made for a specific grant, or applicants can let the Grants Commit-
tee decide which grant would be most appropriate. In general, only projects conducted in 
Wisconsin will be considered for funding. Amounts awarded will range up to a maximum 
of $500 per grant per year. Grants may be used for travel expenses, usable supplies and 
minor equipment. More costly equipment may be funded if ownership lands with an 
organization or institution.
      All award winners will need to submit a short project report by Oct. 1. Applications can 
be sent either electronically to grants@wsobirds.org or via snail mail to: 

Aaron Greene
3901 Rockwell Dr. 

Madison, WI 53714

Naturalist Kate Redmond offers us a monthly selection of quotes  
on, nature, conservation and life around us:  

 

“The classification of living birds, 
 or, for that matter,  

any other large group of animals,  
is full of hopeless difficulties  

and insoluble problems.” 

 -- Ludlow Griscom, (1890-1959), ornithologist who helped establish  
that birds can be reliably identified at a distance “in the field”  

by looking at their plumage and behavior  
rather than “in the hand” by trapping or killing 

 
“We are all worms.  

But I do believe that I am a glow-worm.” 

-- Winston Churchill, British prime minister 
 

“Every now and then a man’s mind is stretched 
 by a new idea or sensation, and never shrinks  

back to its former dimensions.”  
-- Oliver Wendell Holmes Sr., physician and writer 
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Resurrected campout will lead into May 13th Birdathon/Bandathon
     There will be a couple of new twists to 
this year’s Honey Creek Birdathon/Banda-
thon weekend. 
     Place a hold on your calendar for the 
weekend of May 12-13.  Both the birdathon 
and bandathon will take place at WSO’s Hon-
ey Creek Nature Preserve on Sunday May 13, 
rather than holding them over both days. 
      But we’re resurrecting the once-popular 
Saturday evening campout for those who 
want to arrive early and have a little more 
time to enjoy the recently expanded 372-
acre property in the Baraboo Hills.   
      We’ll start with a Saturday evening pot-
luck cookout at the Cox Nature Center, com-
plete with a campfire.  Set up your tent and spend the night. The nature center building 

will be open that evening and night. 
     Then at 8 a.m. on Sunday, join WSO bird-
ers in a birdathon and bandathon, including 
a hike up Honey Creek valley.   
      If you wake up early, there are always a 
few truly dedicated birders who’ll arrive at 
4 a.m. to get a head start on the birdathon at 
the entrance to Alder Drive.  
      Feel free to join them for donuts as they 
listen and look for every species they can 
find while enjoying night sounds followed by 
the dawn chorus. 
     Stay tuned for more information on this 
wonderful weekend event and how you can 
participate in its fundraising effort in sup-
port of maintaining our preserve.

Thanks to Great Wisconsin Birdathon donors, Bird 
Protection Fund distributes $94,960 for conservation
By Nora Simmons 
Communications Director 
Natural Resources Foundation 
      Madison -- Birds that spend time in 
Wisconsin got a big boost from the Great 
Wisconsin Birdathon this year and the Bird 
Protection Fund. Birdwatchers participating 
in the walkathon-style fundraiser, organized 

by the Natural Resources 
Foundation of Wisconsin, 
raised more than $90,000 
for bird conservation by 
forming teams, soliciting 
pledges and donations 
from friends, and trying to 
see as many bird species 
as possible in one day.  
     This record-setting 

year will allow the Natural Resources 
Foundation of Wisconsin to expand support 
provided to existing priority projects, while 
adding support for several new projects 
identified as priorities by the foundation and 
its bird conservation partners — the Wis-
consin DNR and Wisconsin Bird Conserva-
tion Initiative. 
     The total disbursal from the NRF’s Bird 
Protection Fund was $94,960. The funding 
will support 10 important research, habitat 
protection, and education projects that aim 
to help birds survive and thrive throughout 
the year. 
       New projects receiving funding this year 
are: 
 
-- Monitoring of colonial water-
birds by the Wisconsin DNR 
 
-- Lake Michigan waterbird and 
waterfowl monitoring by the Western 
Great Lakes Bird and Bat Observatory in 

Port Washington. 
 
-- Bird monitoring and habitat pro-
tection in Peru by the Amazon Conser-
vation Association. 
    Receiving continuing support are Bird City 
Wisconsin, the Wisconsin Stopover Initia-
tive, Osa Conservation, Wisconsin Breeding 
Bird Atlas II, Wisconsin Bird Monitoring 
Program, the Whooping Crane reintroduc-
tion project and the Wisconsin Kirtland’s 
Warbler project. 
    “We will be able to continue our work as 
the only bird observatory on Lake Michigan 
through the support of many people donat-
ing to the Birdathon,” said William Mueller, 
director of the Western Great Lakes Bird and 
Bat Observatory.  
      “Thanks to everyone who participated 
and donated to the Birdathon!” 
    This past year, 49  teams from all over the 
state participated—including two dozen 
teams representing conservation organiza-
tions and Bird Cities that raised $11,000 for 
their own projects. Donations came from 
796 individuals in 35 states, as well as from 
29 special bird-focused fundraising NRF 
Field Trips. 
     “Birds face more challenges today than 
ever before. That’s what makes the Great 
Wisconsin Birdathon so important; it gives 
avid birders, backyard birdwatchers, and 
anyone who enjoys birds, a fun and easy 
way to make a brighter future for them in 
Wisconsin and beyond,” said Ryan Brady, a 
DNR conservation biologist and captain of 
the Lake Superior eBirders team.  

     While the main goal of the Birdathon 
is to raise money for bird conservation, it 
provides an opportunity for families, friends, 
school groups, and others to get outdoors 
and enjoy watching birds in Wisconsin’s 
many beautiful landscapes.  
      Many participants entered their sightings 
into the online database eBird, contributing 
even more through citizen science.  
     The 2017 teams found creative ways to 
participate, including the River Raptors 
teams that birded by canoe and kayak, 
the Goss Hawks of the Ben Goss Bird Club 
who hiked sections of the Ice Age Trail in 
Waukesha County, the Backpacking Birders 
of Kettle Moraine State Forest who spent 
a night under the stars, and the Peddling 
Pewees who cruised Dane County roads and 
trails by bike. 
     “Really this event started my love of birds 
four years ago,” said Daniel Erickson, captain 
of the Badger Birders, representing the UW-
Madison chapter of The Wildlife Society.  
      “I was instantly hooked and bought my 
first pair of binoculars and bird guide when 
I got home. It helped shape my interests and 
career.” 
     The Great Wisconsin Birdathon began 
with a pilot event in 2012 in which 15 teams 
raised $26,000.       It has expanded to a two-
month event with 40-50 teams, including six 
to eight high-profile Signature Teams.  
      The event is managed by the NRF, which, 
since 1986, has contributed nearly $7 
million to public and private conservation 
efforts to protect the state’s lands, waters 
and wildlife.

 
The Great Wisconsin Birdathon: All the birdy details on Pages 7-8
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Bald Eagle’s recovery continues in Wisconsin
Wisconsin DNR 
      Rhinelander - The Wisconsin Bald Eagle population is growing 
and thriving according to the 2017 Bald Eagle nest survey results. 
The comeback of the national symbol in Wisconsin continues 45 
years after work to help restore eagle populations began. 
     Three findings tell the tale of Bald Eagles’ recovery: 
     -- The number of occupied nests statewide increased by 86 to a 
record 1,590. 
     -- This past spring, Kenosha County recorded its first docu-
mented nest in more than a century, leaving only two of 72 counties 
(Milwaukee and Washington) without documented active nests. 
     -- No growth in nests in habitat-rich Oneida County may signal 
that suitable nesting habitat in some northern Wisconsin counties 
is now all taken. 
     “The Kenosha County nest was probably the biggest news this 
year because it is the first documented nest in the county since the 
survey began,” said Laura Jaskiewicz, the DNR conservation biolo-
gist who coordinates the aerial survey.  
      “That was very exciting. We also find it very interesting that we 
had such a large increase in new nests. We find new nests every 
year and it’s been steadily increasing, but we found twice as many 
as the previous year.” 
     Jaskiewicz said the 5.7% nest increase in 2017, from 1,504 to 
1,590 reflected in part more extensive efforts to look for eagle nests 
along the Mississippi River Valley, where it’s typically more diffi-
cult to document them. The number of new nests in that part of the 
state contributed 30% of the total increase in nests over 2016. 
     Longtime Bald Eagle surveyor Ron Eckstein, a retired DNR biolo-
gist, noted that for the first time since detailed aerial surveys began 
in 1974, no new eagle territories were found in Oneida County. 
     “This is a milestone because it reinforces the idea that in Oneida 
County we are near the biological carrying capacity for eagles,” 
Eckstein said. 
     The 2017 survey, conducted by the DNR’s Natural Heritage 
Conservation and Wildlife Management bureaus and DNR pilots, 
marked the 45th consecutive year that the Bald Eagle occupancy 
survey has been completed, making it one of the longest running 
surveys of its kind in North America.  
      Bald Eagle nests numbered 108 statewide when the surveys 
started; at that time Bald Eagles were listed as state and federally 
endangered species. The current record number of nests results 
from protections under the state and federal endangered species 
laws, declining levels of DDT in the environment, and DNR and 
partner efforts to help monitor and aid recovery. Bald Eagles were 
removed from the state endangered species list in 1997 and from 
the federal list in 2007. 
     Eagle nests are federally protected by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act, which celebrated its centennial in 2016. 
     Citizens and organizations can help fund the annual nest surveys 
by sponsoring an eagle nest through the DNR’s Adopt-An-Eagle 
Nest program. For a minimum contribution of $100, sponsors can 
receive an adoption certificate, an aerial photo showing the location 
of their eagle nest, results from the surveys and a full-color eagle 
calendar. For more information: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/endan-
geredresources/adopt.html  In addition, purchasing a DNR Bald 
Eagle Endangered Resources license plate offers a way to help fund 
the next conservation success. Go to: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/en-
dangeredresources/plate.html  
     For the complete DNR eagle survey: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/
WildlifeHabitat/documents/reports/eagleospreysurv.pdf

Volunteers needed to expand survey 
for Golden Eagles in Wisconsin

       The cold winter months of December through February are good 
times to find and watch Bald Eagles in Wisconsin. Since lakes and 
rivers freeze over in winter, dams and power plants provide areas of 
open water in which the eagles can fish. 
     The greatest number of eagles can usually be seen at open-water 
areas in the mornings as they fly back and forth, searching for their 
first meal of the day. Later in the day often can be seen searching for 
and feeding on dead deer and other animals in the countryside.  
      Wisconsin offers many opportunities to view eagles: 
      Bald Eagle Watching Days: Jan. 12-13 in the Sauk Prairie area:   
http://ferrybluffeaglecouncil.org/ 
      Eagle Days Along the Fox River:  Jan. 13, 20,21 and 27 at various 
locations along the Fox River: http://eagledaysalongthefox.org/ 
      Bald Eagle Appreciation Days:  Feb. 23-24 in Prairie du Chien: 
http://prairieduchien.org/?q=visitors/eagles 
      Eagle Watching Day:  March 3, in Ferryville 
 
                              NEVER DISTURB BIRDS AT A ROOST 
      When viewing eagles, please take care not to disturb them. On public 
properties all nests are fully protected from disturbances and habitat is 
managed to promote tall snags and large white pines. Do not venture so 
close that you cause them to fly off. They need their energy to keep warm 
through the long winter night. Stay in your car unless you are at a staffed 
viewing site. Your car makes a good blind and does not frighten eagles.

    In cooperation with the Ferry 
Bluff Eagle Council, the National 
Eagle Center is expanding its 
annual Golden Eagle survey to 
include Sauk, Dane and Colum-
bia Counties and is looking for 
volunteers to assist with the 
survey, which will take place 
Saturday, Jan. 20. 
     Training for volunteers will 
take place from 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. on Friday, Jan. 12, as part 
of Bald Eagle Watching Days. 
Training will be held at the 
River Arts Center, adjacent to 
Sauk Prairie High School, 105 
9th St., Prairie Du Sac. 
     About 10 years ago, increasing winter sightings of Golden Eagles in 
the Upper Midwest prompted the National Eagle Center in Wabasha, 
Minn., to organize a mid-winter survey throughout the Upper Missis-
sippi region. The survey currently extends as far east as Richland Cen-
ter, but new routes are being established for the Sauk-Dane-Columbia 
area. Both Golden and Bald Eagles are counted during the survey. 
     Scott Mehus, the center’s director of education, will do the volun-
teer training as well as a presentation on the Golden Eagle Project 
from 9 to 9:45 a.m. on Jan. 13, in the River Arts Center auditorium. 
     For more information, see www.nationaleaglecenter.org  and www.
ferrybluffeaglecouncil.org

                              Photo by Carol Knabe 
                              National Eagle Center 
              Golden Eagle in flight

Plenty of opportunities 
to view eagles in winter
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WBCI, Bird City Summit 

Aerial insectivore conference set for Sept. 7-8 
     An exciting conference focusing on “aerial insectivores” --  that would 
be all those birds you see swooping through the air in pursuit of insects 
--  is being planned for Friday and Saturday, Sept. 7-8, somewhere in south 
central or southeast Wisconsin. 
     Save the date!  And please watch the Badger Birder and the websites of 
the Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative http://www.wisconsinbirds.
org/ and Bird City Wisconsin https://birdcitywisconsin.org/ for more 
information. 
     This will be the third joint WBCI Annual Meeting and Bird City Summit 
and will feature the latest research on Chimney Swifts, Purple Martins, 
nighthawks, swallows, perhaps some of our flycatchers, and maybe even 

some bats.  
     Most of these species are in decline, but there are many positive steps that individuals can take to help 
them thrive.  
      WBCI Chair Karen Etter Hale said organizers are hoping to hold at least a couple of Swift Night Out events as part of the conference. 
     “If you haven’t yet witnessed dozens - or hundreds - of swifts going to roost in the evening, this event may be your chance,” Etter Hale 
said. ” We hope you will join us. Together, we can make a difference.”

Kirtland’s Warbler increases 
numbers, range in Wisconsin
Wisconsin DNR 
     Madison - Ten years after Kirtland’s War-
blers were first documented in Wisconsin, 
populations of the songbird have increased 
and their range is expanding through the 
efforts of state, federal and local partners to 
increase and manage the endangered bird 
and its habitat in the state. 
According to the recently released 2017 
nesting report released by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the number of Kirtland’s 
Warblers grew from 11 birds and 3 nests in 
2007 to 53 birds and 20 nests in 2017. 
     The population has grown and its range 
has expanded from Adams County to also 
include Marinette and Bayfield Counties. 
The birds fledged a minimum of 49 and up 
to 63 young in 2017. 
     “We’re very encouraged by results of re-
cent years -- the numbers of birds and nests 
continues to increase and expand geographi-
cally,” said Kim Grveles, a biologist for the 
Natural Heritage Conservation program of 
the Department of Natural Resources. “We 
look forward to contributing more birds 

toward the recovery of this species in com-
ing years.” 
     Sarah Warner, wildlife biologist with US-
FWS, says the progress reflects a decade of 
conservation work from many enthusiastic 
and dedicated partners. “We want to thank 
all of the partners for making this season 
and the overall effort a success.” 
     Kirtland’s is a wood warbler that mea-
sures 5.5 inches long, weighs under a half 
ounce, and migrates from the Great Lakes to 
the Bahamas for the winter. 
     Until 1995, Kirtland’s were found almost 
exclusively in the northern Lower Peninsula 
of Michigan and were struggling to recover 
from a steep decline in populations in the 
1960s and 1970s due to habitat loss and 
nest parasitism by Brown-headed Cowbirds. 
     Davin Lopez, a DNR conservation biolo-
gist who co-leads the project with Grveles, 
says the partners also are working to main-
tain and expand the mix of 5- to 20-year-
old jack pine trees and barrens to provide 
quality habitat for Kirtland’s Warblers and 
other species. 

     

In addition to DNR and USFWS, partners 
and collaborators include the University of 
Wisconsin, Natural Resources Foundation 
of Wisconsin, USDA Wildlife Services, Sand 
Valley Restoration Fund LLC, Meteor Timber, 
the Wisconsin Trapshooting Association, 
Bayfield, Marinette, Vilas, and Jackson 
County Forest Departments, and many bird-
ers and other private citizens. 
 
The complete Wisconsin Kirtland’s War-
bler 2017 Nesting Season Report can 
be found at https://www.fws.gov/
midwest/greenbay/endangered/

Photo by Joel Trick 
State populations of the endangered Kirt-
land’s Warbler are increasing and expanding 
geographically.

Audubon 
decries 
bird-killer 
amendment 
to treaty act

     Washington -- In reaction to a bird-killer amend-
ment introduced   by Rep. Liz Cheney (R-Wyoming) 
and passed by the House Committee on Natural 
Resources, National Audubon Society President and 
CEO David Yarnold said 
      “Rep. Cheney is giving oil and gas companies and 
other industries a free pass to kill birds with impu-
nity. This amendment guts the most effective bird 
conservation law that has been on the books for a 
century, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.  
       "Under Cheney’s amendment, companies would 
have no responsibility for bird deaths. We will engage 
our 1.2 plus million members to stop this and any other 

attack on the laws that save birds.” 
     Cheney introduced the measure as an amendment 
to H.R. 4239, a bill written to weaken environmental 
protections in order to facilitate oil and gas drilling.  
     The MBTA is one of Audubon’s earliest victo-
ries. Congress passed the MBTA in 1918 in response 
to public outcry over the mass slaughter of birds, 
which threatened egrets and other species with 
extirpation. 
       The law prohibits killing or harming America’s 
birds except under certain conditions, including 
managed hunting seasons for game species. The law 
protects more than 1,000 bird species.
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Slow season here for winter hummingbirds 
By Cynthia Bridge and Mickey O’Connor 
     The 2017-‘18 Wisconsin winter hummingbird season has been 
slow 
     Winter hummingbirds are typically the western hummingbird 
species such as Rufous and Anna’s that can show up in Wisconsin 
and other eastern states in late fall and early winter. The period in 
which these birds can be found in Wisconsin actually spans from 
mid-June to early January. This coincides with the post-breeding 
migration and “winter” season for Rufous and Anna’s. The first 
late summer arrivals in Wisconsin are typically adult male Rufous 
Hummingbirds as they are the first to migrate after breeding in the 
broader Pacific Northwest, including coastal southeast Alaska. 
     Though winter hummingbirds usually include cold-hardy species 
like Rufous, Anna’s or even Costa’s, a Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
present beyond the Nov. 6 late departure date would fall into the 
“winter hummingbird” category as well. 
     By Oct. 15 most Ruby-throated Hummingbirds have left Wisconsin. Those birds that do linger are usually the plain-looking green and 
white hummingbirds that could be confused with a rarer species such as a female or young Black-chinned Hummingbird.    In the event a 
hummingbird is present in the third week of October and beyond, please try to get photos and contact either of us for assistance with iden-
tification.  This can include banding the bird to obtain measurements that will determine the species, sex, and possibly track its migration if 
recaptured.  
     This year’s Rufous migration into Wisconsin began Aug. 7 with an adult male observed on Washington Island in Door County. The bird was 
reportedly observed for approximately 20 minutes, not to be seen again. Given that this was an adult male, identification was confirmed by 
photo. However, as of late December the observation had not been submitted to the WSO Records Committee or eBird for inclusion in the 
Wisconsin ornithological record. The Door County Rufous Hummingbird marked the first of only two documented sightings of western hum-
mingbirds in Wisconsin for the 2017-’18 “winter hummingbird” season. 
     The second Rufous was first observed by Nancy Gill on Oct. 12. A few days later Nancy posted a photo to the Birding Wisconsin Facebook 
group indicating she had a presumed Rufous Hummingbird coming to her feeders in rural Reedsville, in Manitowoc County.  
     As a science teacher, Nancy recognized the value of having the bird banded to further our understanding of this species’ biology and mi-
gration. Given this bird’s female-type plumage, in-hand observations and measurements were necessary to determine the species -- Rufous 
versus the very similar and rare for Wisconsin, Allen’s (not yet documented in Wisconsin).  
     Mickey banded the bird on Oct. 20, confirming an adult female Rufous. The bird was at a healthy weight, had stored fat, and was heavily 
molting body feathers as well as a couple of primaries. The bird returned to feed at the lone nectar feeder, but seemed primarily interested in 
eating insects.  She continued to use Nancy’s yard as stopover habitat and was last observed in the afternoon on Nov. 19.  
     The majority of winter hummingbirds we have banded in Wisconsin remain at that location anywhere from a few days to weeks. When 
they decide to continue on their migration, it is often triggered by a variety of factors, including hormones, weather, the bird’s overall condi-
tion and food availability. 
      Unfortunately no other winter hummingbirds have been reported in Wisconsin for the 2017-’18 season. When Wisconsin has had Rufous 
or Anna’s present in late December and early January, these were birds already present earlier in the season and therefore it is unlikely we 
will have any more sightings.  
      Compared to prior seasons, this one is shaping up to be the slowest since hummingbird banding started in fall 2013 
     Documenting and photographing winter hummingbirds will require increased vigilance by birders of all skill levels across the state.  
Timely reporting of these individuals to us, to the WSO Records Committee and to eBird will strengthen Wisconsin’s ornithological data. 
Participating in the “winter hummingbird” banding project will provide valuable information as we increase our knowledge regarding their 
migration, biology, site fidelity and longevity 
     We are Wisconsin’s two federally permitted hummingbird banders collaborating on Wisconsin’s “winter hummingbird” program.  Please 
contact us with any questions. 
CONTACT INFORMATION:  
Cynthia Bridge: wi.hummingbirds@gmail.com 
608-333-5417 
Michelene (Mickey) O’Connor: sharpbill@aol.com 
214-980-3103 

Season

Total Rufous Hum-
mingbirds reported

Total Rufous Hum-
mingbirds banded

Total Anna’s Hum-
mingbirds reported

Total Anna’s Hum-
mingbirds banded

2013-2014 3 2 0 0
2014-2015 5 3 2 1
2015-2016 5 4 3 2
2016-2017 5 2 1 1
2017-2018 2 1 0 0

                                                                                                              Photo by Joel Trick 
This adult female Rufous Hummingbird was banded by Mickey 
O’Connor in Manitowoc County on Oct. 20. It was the sole hummingbird 
banded in Wisconsin this season.
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More than $90,000 raised 
for bird conservation

  
Great Wisconsin  
Birdathon

For the second year in a row, the Great 
Wisconsin Birdathon has smashed its fundraising 
goal! Forty-nine teams of birders, 796 donors 
from 35 states, and 29 birding field trips raised 
more than $90,000 for the priority projects of 
the Bird Protection Fund. 

Signature Teams lead the way 
This year we had some new Signature Teams,  
our high-profile birders and fundraisers, and 
they did not disappoint, bringing in hundreds 
of birds and thousands of dollars. Veteran 
Birdathon Team Cutright’s Old Coots were the 
event’s top fundraisers this year.

SignaTure Team ToTalS

So many ways to bird
Birders statewide found creative ways to 
Birdathon. The eight sub-teams of River 
Raptors kayaked Wisconsin’s rivers from 
the Manitowish to the Lower Sugar, and 
from the Kinnikinnic to the West Twin. 
The Goss Hawks of the Benjamin F. Goss 
Bird Club “Walked the Wauk” along the 
Ice Age Trail in Waukesha County, while 
the Noel J. Cutright Bird Club “Walked 
in the Parks” of Ozaukee County. The 

Presidential rEgrets and Peddling Pewees biked the roads and trails of 
Dane County, and Bill Mueller’s Backpacking Birders even pulled an all-
nighter on the trails of the Kettle Moraine!

Er
ik

 B
ru

hn
ke

The Greatest Wisconsin Birdathon Ever!

Nich Anich of Lake 
Superior eBirders scores 
a Dunlin

River Raptors on the Fox River.

 

Presidential rEgrets biking Dane County.

“It’s so much fun to 
come together with 
friends to help birds.”

• 2017 Participant

Cutright’s Old Coots  153 species  $10,350

Lake Superior eBirders 171 species $  6,300

Lower Wisconsin Scan da Avians 121 species $  5,350 

Finch Gang 91 species  $  3,500

WYBC Teen Birders 141 species $  1,226 

Secretary Birds 190 species $  1,225
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Young teams bring 
home the birds
Young birders are nothing 
new to the Birdathon, 
but this year we had two 
teams celebrating their 
generations’ commitment 
to conservation: Millennial 
Falcons, a team of young 
professionals, and the 
Teen Birders, our newest 
Signature team representing 
the Wisconsin Young 
Birders’ Club. Who says 
birding isn’t hip?

MuirLand Merlins and Obi Gray and  
    the Chewbacalacas, tied at 170 species
River Raptors, 165 species
Lower Chippewa River Titmouseketeers,  
    144 species
Chequamegon Robbins, 129 species
Goss Hawks, 118 species

Lower Wisconsin Scan Da Avians
Millennial Falcons
Gone Pishin’
Goss Hawks
Chequamegon (Sam) Robbins

TOP FIVE FUNDRAISING TEAMS 

Millennial Falcons

WYBC Teen Birders

Indigo Girls and Guys  $9,500
River Raptors $4,000
Presidential rEgrets  $3,158
Baraboo Rangers $3,010
NLDC Up North  
   Hammerheads  $2,605

Rarities and other cool 
birds

 Lark bunting (MuirLand Merlins)
  Red-throated Loon (Lake Superior 
eBirders)
  Brewster’s warbler (Up North 
Hammerheads)
  Red-headed and pileated woodpeckers 
(several teams)
 Worm-eating Warbler (River Raptors)
 Cerulean warbler (several teams)
 Piping plover (Secretary Birds)
 Whooping crane (several teams)
  Kirtland’s warbler (Lake Superior 
eBirders)

Organizational teams 
take home $11,000 
Two dozen environmental 
organizations and Bird Cities 
fielded Birdathon teams that raised 
$22,000, half of which returned 
to the organizations for their 
own conservation and education 
projects. 

Contact us for information on how 
your school or club can raise money 
through the Birdathon. 

Ten Priority Projects to benefit
The Natural Resources Foundation, Wisconsin DNR, and Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative selected 10 projects 
to receive these funds, including three new ones.

 New projects: Bird conservation and monitoring in the Peruvian Amazon,colonial waterbird monitoring in east-central 
Wisconsin, and waterbird and waterfowl monitoring on Lake Michigan.  Returning projects: the Wisconsin Kirtland’s Warbler 
project and Whooping Crane Reintroduction Project for stewardship of endangered species; Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas II and 
Wisconsin Bird Monitoring Program to further our knowledge of Wisconsin’s birds; and Osa Conservation, Bird City Wisconsin, 
and Wisconsin Stopover Initiative, that engage citizens and communities to protect birds in Wisconsin and abroad.  Project 
descriptions can be found at http://www.wisconservation.org/how-we-work/bird-protection-fund/

Special birding Field Trips 
bring new experiences
This year the Natural Resources 
Foundation offered a wide variety 
of new birding experiences for all 
skill levels and budgets. Foundation 
members were treated to 
hummingbird banding at Pheasant 
Branch Conservancy, shorebirds and 
waterbirds of Cat Island, “wings 
and wine” at Wollersheim Winery,  
snowy owls and golden eagles in 
western Wisconsin, and even a wood 
duckling jump at Horicon Marsh. Trip 
fees generated $20,000 in donations 
for the Bird Protection Fund.

TOP FIVE BIRDING TEAMS MOST FUN TEAM NAMES

Birding on Cat Island in Door County.

Thanks to our partners and generous 2017 sponsors

Wood ducklings jumping into the great unknown.
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Fall season of WGLBBO  
Waterbird Watch sets record
By William Mueller  
 WGLBBO Director 
     Another season is “in the books.” 
Calvin Brennan has completed a 
record-breaking Fall 2017 season as 
Waterbird Watch technician for the 
Western Great lakes Bird and Bat 
Observatory.  
     Brennan is stationed on the shore 
of Lake Michigan at Harrington 
Beach State Park for six hours 
each day, six days a week for three 
months each spring and fall.  
     The Watch site was staffed longer 
this fall. Diving ducks are migrating 
later, reflecting frequently-delayed 
freeze-up in areas to the north. Tem-
peratures are staying relatively mild 
well into late November, with the result that species such as Greater 
Scaup do not appear in large numbers until December, weeks later 
than in years past.  
    These are the Top 10 species tallied from Sept. 1 to Dec. 5 
Red-breasted Merganser – 157,711 
Ring-billed Gull – 17,541 
Double-crested Cormorant – 7,788 
Herring Gull – 7,007 
Mallard – 2,303 
Long-tailed Duck – 1,882 
Greater Scaup – 2,258 
Lesser Scaup – 1,179 
Common Loon – 977 
     The total of all individuals of all species was 219,747. 
     Total species: 172. This includes some noteworthy rarities: Harle-
quin Duck, Neotropic Cormorant, Pomarine Jaeger, Parasitic Jaeger, 
Black-legged Kittiwake and Arctic Tern.  
     The total is the highest out of the last 7 seasons. 

Cedar Grove bands 829 raptors; 
highest total since 2003 
By Rick Hill 
     Cedar Grove -- The Cedar Grove Ornithological Research Sta-
tion’s 2017 raptor banding and migration count ran from Aug. 15 to 
Nov. 17. Interns Lisa Broullette and Spencer Parkinson returned for 
a second season and their experience was extremely helpful in get-
ting us off to a great start.   The season was led by Tom Meyer, who 
holds the master banding permit for the station, with assistance 
from John Bowers and Rick Hill. The crew was helped immensely 
by an excellent team of volunteers who could be counted on during 
both busy and slow times. 
     Several days of winds from the south to southeast pushed the 
Sharpshin migration away from the station, but CGORS was able to 
band a total of 829 raptors. This is the highest total since 2003. 
     A notable raptor banded this year was a dark morph Rough-
legged Hawk.  
     This was the unofficial count for CGORS: 
155 Sharp-shinned Hawks 
41 Cooper’s Hawks 
3 Northern Goshawks 
3 American Kestrels 
68 Merlins 
10 Peregrine Falcons 
4 Northern Harriers 
144 Red-tailed Hawks 
386 Northern Saw-whet Owls 
4 Eastern Screech Owls 
6 Long-eared Owls 
5 Others. (Rough-legged Hawks, Great Horned Owls) 
     One of the Peregrines was an adult bird and none of the 10 had 
previously been banded. 
     The station, near Lake Michigan in southern Sheboygan County, 
long has been known as a site to view spectacular raptor migra-
tions; it has been used as a trapping and banding location for nearly 
80 years.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
For updates and photos check out the CGORS Facebook site at https://
www.facebook.com/cgorstation

Rare Birds
A few rarities join lingering summer birds in December
By Mark Korducki 
     December was quite mild during the first 
half of the month, allowing some species to 
linger a bit later than normal.  
      A Nashville Warbler and an Ameri-
can Redstart were nice finds in Dane 
County and a late Common Yellowthroat 
was found in Winnebago. A handsome male 
Baltimore Oriole brightened a feeder in 
Walworth County. A late Eurasian Wigeon 
was found at the end of November in Vernon 
County while a Ross’s Goose remained into 
early December in Waukesha County. 
      The most unusual bird for the month was 
a Slaty-backed Gull which was found in 
Kenosha. This species is still considered rare 
in North America but is being found with 
much greater regularity the last few years.  
     Nice photos were taken of a Purple 
Sandpiper in Milwaukee but unfortunately 

this was a brief sighting and the bird did not 
remain.  
     A few Black-legged Kittiwakes were 
seen during the Waterbird Watch main-

tained by the Western Great Lakes Bird 
and Bat Observatory each spring and fall 
at Harrington Beach State Park in northern 
Ozaukee County.  
    A Townsend’s Solitaire was found in 
Dane County and another in La Crosse. At 
least one bird was reported from the typical 
winter area at Devil’s Lake State Park. 
      A Varied Thrush was a nice find in 
Richland County, and a late Harris’s Spar-
row remained at a feeder in Dodge County. 
      Common Redpolls are being seen with 
greater frequency over the past few weeks. A 
few Pine Grosbeaks have been seen in the 
northern part of the state, but Bohemian 
Waxwing and Evening Grosbeak numbers 
remain low this winter.  
     Hopefully the ongoing Christmas Bird 
Counts will turn up a few more unusual 
species. 

                                                 Photo by Jim Edlhuber 
                 Purple Sandpiper in Milwaukee
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Action needed to block 
legislation weakening 
wetland protections
By Michael John Jaeger 
WSO President 
     The WSO Conservation Committee and I urgently request that 
members contact their state senator and representative and advise 
them NOT to co-sponsor or support SB600 and AB547.  
      These bills, which are being fast-tracked through the Legislature, 
would remove protections for non-federal wetlands in Wisconsin 
and be devastating to birds and the environment. This is a critical 
piece of legislation!  It’s been estimated that 1 million acres of wet-
lands would lose existing protections. 
     Post cards, emails and phone calls are effective way of registering 
your opinion. Let your legislator know you are a voter and a birder 
and you are deeply concerned about these bills. To find your legisla-
tor go to this website http://legis.wisconsin.gov 
      The two bills were subject to a joint legislative hearing on Dec. 
21.  I submitted testimony on behalf of WSO, which is attached be-
low.  The overall message is that birders highly value wetlands, both 
for their recreational and overall ecosystem functions. 
     These bills have widespread support from business and develop-
ment interests, along with widespread opposition from sportsmen 
and environmental groups.  It’s not clear when these bills will be 
moved out of committee and sent for consideration by the full Sen-
ate and Assembly, but I expect it will occur quickly. 
     This was my testimony at a Wisconsin Legislature Joint Public 
Hearing on SB600/AB547: 
      "My name is Michael John Jaeger, president of the Wisconsin 
Society for Ornithology.   
      "I strongly urge the Wisconsin legislature to not adopt the sub-
stantial elimination of wetland protections contained in SB600 and 
AB547, which are being considered in this public hearing. 
      "WSO is a statewide volunteer organization. Our mission is to 
promote the enjoyment, study and conservation of Wisconsin’s 
birds.  In that role, we actively participate in state planning efforts, 
project reviews and policy proceedings that may result in negative 
consequences for Wisconsin’s birdlife.   
      "It is clear that the proposed legislation would lead to wide-
spread destruction of Wisconsin’s wetlands. 
     "Birdwatching is a huge recreational activity in Wisconsin.  The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service estimates that over 1.6 million Wiscon-

sinites enjoy watching birds. 
      "I’d like to reference a recent publication, the 2017 Survey of 
Birdwatchers in Wisconsin, prepared by DJ Case & Associates in col-
laboration with U.S. Geological Survey, which was submitted to the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources in October 2017.  This 
document provided results from a survey of 1,200 birdwatchers in 
Wisconsin.   
     "One part of the survey examined concerns birdwatchers felt 
about the loss of wetlands.  According to the report, “The vast major-
ity of respondents are very concerned about potentially losing ben-
efits from the loss of wetlands, especially the risk of losing homes for 
wildlife and pollinators, clean water and clean air.…”  
      "Participants were asked to rank their concern about various 
potential reduced benefits due to loss of wetlands in one of four cat-
egories, “Not at all,” “Slightly,” “Somewhat,” or “Very.”  The following 
potential losses were rated as “Very Concerned” by the respondents: 
 
-- 86% for “Providing a home for wildlife”  
  
-- 85% for “Providing a home for animals such as butterflies and 
bees that pollinate plants and crops” 
 
-- 85% for “Clean water” 
 
-- 78% for “Clean air” 
 
-- 74% for “Wildlife viewing and birdwatching” 
 
-- 62% for “Erosion protection” 
 
-- 60% for “Scenic places for inspiration or spiritual renewal” 
 
-- 58% for “Flooding protection” 
 
-- 52% for “Storage of greenhouse gases, such as carbon” 
 
     "These results show the overwhelming concern that birdwatchers 
have over the loss of wetlands.  That concern is based on how bird-
ers use and enjoy wetlands, along with broader concerns about the 
environmental functions wetlands provide society. 
     "I urge the Wisconsin Legislature to reject the substantial elimina-
tion of wetland protections contained in SB600 and AB547.   
     "Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments."

Wisconsin Wetlands Association 
     “Geographically isolated wetlands” are wetlands with no direct 
or permanent surfacewater connection to navigable lakes or rivers. 
“Non-federal wetlands” is another common label, since the federal 
government no longer protects these wetlands. Whatever you call 
them, these wetlands make up 20% (more than one million acres) of 
Wisconsin’s remaining wetlands. 
     Often, isolated wetlands are small or are only wet for short 
periods of time (usually in the spring and summer) and can be 
overlooked on the landscape. Wetland types that can be “isolated” 
include ephemeral ponds, kettle bogs, rare types of fens, prairie 
potholes and ridge and swale wetlands. 
     Wetlands—even the small and seemingly isolated ones—are some 
of the most important features on our landscape when it comes to 
providing flood protection and clean water for communities. They 
also provide critical and abundant wildlife habitat. Waterfowl de-
pend on these wetlands for breeding, amphibians prefer these fish-
less waters, and trout rely on them to supply cold summer stream 
flow.

So what are ‘isolated’ wetlands?

“Isolated” wetlands, shown here in green, are found throughout 
Wisconsin, totaling more than one million acres.

---------------------------------------------
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January 6 (Saturday) 
Milwaukee: Lakefront Birds 

January 27 (Saturday)  
Buena Vista Marsh & Necedah NWR 

March 11 (Sunday) 
Sheboygan: Lakefront Birds 

March 17 or 24 (Saturday) 
Dane & Columbia County  

April 14 (Saturday) 
Mead Wildlife Area 

April 28 (Saturday) 
Atlasing - Night Sounds at Rush Lake 

May 5 (Saturday) 
White River Marsh 

May 12-13 (Saturday evening & 
Sunday) 

Honey Creek: 
Campout - Birdathon-&-Bandathon 

May 18-21 
79th Annual Convention 

Green Lake Conference Center 
June 2 (Saturday)  

Southern Kettle Moraine State Forest 
July 14 (Saturday)  

 Atlasing - Chiwaukee Prairie SNA  
August 12 (Sunday) 

Horicon Marsh NWR 
September 8 (Saturday) 

Green Bay: Fall Warblers 
September 21-23 

Wisconsin Point Weekend: “Jaegerfest” 
NEW September 29-30 

Honey Creek: Fall Campout  
October 7 or 14 (Sunday) 

Harrington Beach SP: Hawks 

Jan. 6 (Saturday)  
Milwaukee: Lakefront Birding 

Meet: 8:00 am at South Shore Yacht Club. Directions 
to South Shore Yacht Club (Google Map) . Start your 
annual bird list right with a 
field trip that will visit a 
variety of  lakefront locations 
from Milwaukee to Part 
Washington. We'll look at the 
wintering gull flocks for 
Lesser and Greater Black-
backed Gulls, as well as 
Glaucous and Iceland Gulls. 
We also have a good chance of seeing a Snowy Owl 
along with an assortment of waterfowl, including Long
-tailed Duck.  
Dress warmly and bring your "energy" foods.  

January 27 (Saturday) 
Buena Vista Marsh & Necedah NWR - Eagles and 

Winter Birds 
Meet: 8:00 am meet at the kiosk along County W in 
the Buena Vista Marsh . Directions: Exit I-39 at CTH 
W (exit 143, for Bancroft), and follow CTH W west  
for about seven miles (Google Map).  We’ll spend a 
good portion of the morning here at Buena Vista 

looking for wintering 
raptors, Prairie-
Chickens, and other 
grassland birds. Later 
in the morning we’ll 
depart for Necedah 
NWR in search of Bald 

Eagles, diving ducks and possibly wintering Golden 
Eagles. Bring a bag lunch to eat in the car. 

March 11 (Sunday) 
Sheboygan: Lakefront Birding 

Meet: 8:00 am at the Sheboygan Marina: (Google 
Map). Please adjust your clocks for Daylight Savings 
Time.  Depending on current birding information, our 
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travels may take us north to Manitowoc and Two 
Rivers harbors or south to Harrington Beach State 
park and Port Washington areas.  Bring a bag 
lunch. 

March 17 or 24 (Saturday) 
Dane & Columbia County Ponds 

Meet: 7:00 am at Goose Pond, 1 mile south of 
Hwy. 51/60 on Goose Pond Road (south-east of 
the town of Arlington). (Google Map). Our  

group will tour 
by auto to 
several ponds 
and flooded 
fields in this very 
productive area. 
A wide variety of 
water birds, 
shorebirds, 
migrant 
passerines and 
others are 

possible (i.e.: swans, Gr. White-fronted & Ross’s 
Geese, pipits, longspurs, sparrows, etc.).  Our trip 
typically ends around noon after birding the 
causeway (CTH V) on Lake Wisconsin.  Bring a 
bag lunch.  

April 14 (Saturday) 
George W. Mead Wildlife Area 

Meet: 7:30 am at the “old” wildlife  
headquarters building, near the bathrooms, along 
CTH S - 2 miles south of CTH C or 6.2 miles 
north of Hwy 10 (Google Map). This trip will 
include a combination of car caravan and some 
light walking. Highlights include an assortment of 
waterfowl, Prairie-Chickens, Longspurs, but also 
some early spring passerines such as Winter 
Wren, Sparrows (Fox, Vesper, Swamp), Yellow-
rumped 
Warblers, and 
other songbirds. 
This trip will be 
led by Myles 
Hurlburt and 
Rob Pendergast. 
If you have 
questions contact Myles Hurlburt at (715-574-
1003) or mhurlburt44@gmail.com  

April 28 (Saturday) 
Atlasing - Night Sounds at Rush Lake 

Meet: 6:00 pm at the Pick N’ Save parking lot in 
Ripon. (Google Map) Join leaders Tom Prestby and 

Stuart Malcolm in 
taking in the night 
sounds of the 
grasslands and 
wetlands surrounding 
Rush Lake (north of 
Ripon). We’ll begin in 
the evening listening 
for rails, bitterns, and 

other marshbirds and then take in the display flights 
of American Woodcock and Wilson’s Snipe. 
Afterward, we’ll search for nocturnally active 
marshbirds and owls while taking in the chorus of 
several species of frogs. This is an excellent way to 
learn how to collect nocturnal data for Wisconsin 
Breeding Bird Atlas II. Bring a flashlight. Contact 
Tom Prestby at: prestby@uwgb.edu, 414-614-0798. 

May 5 (Saturday) 
White River Marsh  

Meet at 5:00 am (for those wanting to experience 
the early dawn chorus of woodcock, snipe, rails, 
cranes, etc.) meet at the parking lot near the cattail 
marsh along 
White River 
Road follow it 
about 4.3 miles 
east from Hwy. 
D north of 
Princeton in 
Green Lake 
County (Google Map). If you don’t want to arrive 
that early, the group will probably be along this road 
until around 8:00 AM. Bring along a lunch. 

May 12-13 Honey Creek 
Cookout - Birdathon - Bandathon  

Come to WSO’s Honey Creek property, in Sauk 
County, for  a Saturday evening cookout (potluck) 
at the Nature Center (Google Map). Then at 8 a.m. on 
Sunday morning join WSO birders in a Birdathon/
Bandathon on the proper ty that will include a 
hike up Honey Creek valley.  
Camping facilities will be available and the Nature 
Center building will be open. For more information, 
contact Carl Schwartz at  cschwartz3@wi.rr.com  
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May 18-21 Green Lake 
Annual Convention  

Come join us at the Green Lake Conference Center 
(Google Map). Convention registration will run 
from March 1 - April 15).  

Convention check-in will begin Friday May 18 at 2 
pm with a "member appreciation" picnic from 4 - 6 pm. 
Then starting at 7 pm WSO will hold its annual awards 
ceremony followed by reception to honor the 
recipients.  

Saturday will start early with local area field trips, 
followed by a buffet style lunch at the hotel. At noon 
there will be business meeting, with presentations and 
birding workshops from 1 - 4 pm. At 5:30 pm there 
will be social hour leading into a buffet style dinner 
and banquet followed by a keynote speaker at 7:30 pm.  

Sunday and Monday “all-day” field trips will depart 
from Conference Center, with an informal "Birds and 
Beer" event Sunday evening. 

June 2 (Sunday) 
Southern Unit -Kettle Moraine State Forest 

Meet: 6 am at the parking lot of Scuppernong Ski/
Hiking Trails (Google Map), Hwy ZZ (north side of 

road) - approx. 1 mile east of 
Hwy 67. Carpooling is advised 
for this trip. Participants will 
go on an odyssey beginning in 
Waukesha County and 
traveling into Jefferson and 
Walworth Counties! This trip 
mixes a couple of 1/4 mile 
hikes along level, well-
groomed trails with roadside 
stops that will take travelers 
through habitats ranging from 

pinewood forests to the largest wet prairie east of the 
Mississippi. Target species will vary depending on 
which specialties are being found in the forest in any 
given year. Common and rare birds present over the 
past couple of years have included Red-headed 
Woodpecker, Red-shouldered Hawk, Acadian 
Flycatcher, Blue-headed Vireo, Golden-crowned 
Kinglet, Black-throated Green, Hooded, Kentucky, 
Pine, Cerulean, & Prairie Warblers, Yellow-breasted 
Chat, Henslow's and Lark Sparrows, and Orchard 
Oriole. Bring along water and snacks. If you have 
questions about this trip contact Andrea Szymczak at 
harrierhawk1@gmail.com 

July 14 (Saturday) 
Atlasing - Chiwaukee Prairie State Natural Area  

Meet: 6:30 am at the Park and Ride on the north 
side of Hwy 165 1.5 miles east of I-94. (Google 
Map) Join leaders Tim Hahn, Jenny Wenzel and 
Eric Howe in exploring the unique coastal prairie 
and coastal marsh 
ecosystem of 
Chiwaukee Prairie 
(south of Kenosha) 
while contributing 
valuable data to a 
priority block for the 
Wisconsin Breeding 
Bird Atlas. See up to 
75 species possibly 
including Henslow’s 
Sparrow, Least 
Bittern, and Alder 
and Willow Flycatchers. This is an excellent way to 
learn how to collect data for Wisconsin Breeding 
Bird Atlas II. Contact Tim Hahn at: 
thahnbirder@gmail.com , 414-640-0485. 

August 12 (Sunday) 
Horicon Marsh NWR 

Meet: 7:00 am  along Hwy. 49, on the nor th end 
of Horicon Marsh (Google Map).  We’ll bird areas 
around the marsh that harbor some of the best birds 
or have the most variety of birds during this time of 
year.  We expect to find a variety of shorebirds and 
water birds, as well as resident and early migrant 
passerines. 

September 8 (Saturday) 
Green Bay: Fall Warblers 

Meet: 7:00 am at Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary 
(Google Map), 
which can be 
reached off I-43, exit
-187 (Webster Ave.) 
to East Shore Drive. 
Use the first parking 
area, on the right, 
after entering the 
sanctuary. Wear 
good walking shoes, 

because there will be some hiking, though leisurely. 
We may tour other nearby areas.  
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Field Trip Co-Chairs 
Tom Schultz 
N6104 Honeysuckle Lane,  
Green Lake, WI 54941 
Cell: (920) 960-1796 
e-mail: trschultz@centurytel.net 

Jeff Baughman 
W2640 Middle Road,  
Campbellsport, WI 53010 
Cell: (920) 960-4732 
e-mail: jbaughman@csd.k12.wi.us 

Weather Cancellation Policy 
In the event of poor or dangerous weather 
conditions any given field trip may be 
cancelled. Participants will be notified via the 
WSO Website: http://wsobirds.org, Wisbirdn 
Listserv, as well as various Wisconsin 
birding Facebook pages. Please realize that 
under some circumstances there may be 
insufficient time to post a cancellation. So 
please EXERCISE GOOD JUDGEMENT 
when deciding to attend. 

Dual Field Trip Dates 
Two field trips have two different dates indicated. 
Our intent is to try and optimize our birding during 
these migration periods. The 1st date listed is the 
normal scheduled date, but if it is determined that 
the 2nd date may be better, we will notify participants 
via the WSO Website: http://wsobirds.org and 
Wisbirdn Listserv. So please check these two services 
a day or two prior to the 1st date listed. 

Starting Location Maps 
For those of you that are using an electronic version 
of this schedule, we have added a link to Google 
Maps for your convenience. This link will direct you 
to the starting location of each field trip. A Google 
account (free) is required to view these maps. 
If you hover your mouse over the (Google Map) a 
little hand with a “W” appears. Left click the mouse 
and this will open Google Maps (you may have to log 
into your Google account at this point) and the 
starting location for that particular field trip will be 
displayed. 

WSO Website : http://wsobirds.org 

September 21-23  
Wisconsin Point Weekend: JAEGERFEST  

Meet: 7:00 am (each morning) at the first beach 
parking area along the 
Moccasin Mike Road 
(Google Map), which leads 
to Wisconsin Point. Weather 
plays such an integral part in 
birding this area, in fact the 
worse the weather the more 
incredible the birding could 
be. So prepare for the 
possibility of wet, cold 
weather as well as typical 

cool fall temperatures along lake Superior. 
Participants may want to bring old bread, popcorn, 
beef suet, etc. for “chumming” for gulls.  If you are 
staying in a motel, make sure you book your 
reservation early! 

NEW September 29/30 
Fall Campout  - WSO Honey Creek Property  

Meet at 6:00 pm for the return of WSO’s fall 
campout. Campers should meet at the Nature Center 
(Google Map) Saturday evening to set up camp and 
later for a short field trip to listen for night sounds. On 
Sunday morning we will form a couple of field trips 
groups, one going up the Honey Creek Valley and the 
other to explore our newly acquired Dischler property. 
If time allows we may add other nearby locations - 
such as Ferry Bluff.   

October 7 or 14 (Sunday) 
Harrington Beach: Hawk Watch 

Meet: 8:00 am at the lower  beach parking area of 
Harrington Beach State Park (Google Map). Please 
note that there is a state 
park entrance fee. Later 
in the morning we may 
also venture south to 
the Western Great 
Lakes Bird and Bat 
Observatory and check 
for additional species at 
that site. Bring a lunch .  
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WSO protests habitat loss in Kohler golf course plan
     The Kohler Co. has proposed construction of a golf course adja-
cent to Kohler-Andre State Park on the far south side of the City of 
Sheboygan. The 18-hole golf course would be constructed on 247 
acres owned by the company, plus several acres of the park. The 
project site is along the Lake Michigan shoreline in an undeveloped 
area known as the Black River Forest. 
      The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is following the 
Environmental Impact Statement process for this proposed project. 
In July 2016, the DNR held a public hearing and received public com-

ments on the draft EIS from numer-
ous individuals and organizations, 
including WSO. The proposal also 
requires a wetland permit from the 
DNR. 
       The DNR has made a tentative 
determination that it will issue a 
wetland permit with conditions for 
the proposed activity. 
      The DNR has updated the draft 
EIS and recently sought com ments 
on it both in writing and at a public 
hearing where members of the 
public could submit written or oral 
comments on the updated draft EIS 
and the proposed wetland impacts.  

     WSO President Michael John Jaeger testified at the hearing on 
Nov. 30, at the University of Wisconsin - Sheboygan Theater.  
      Here are those remarks: 
     "My name is Michael John Jaeger, president of the Wisconsin Soci-
ety for Ornithology.   
     "I have some comments on behalf of WSO regarding the depart-
ment’s updated draft EIS and the wetland permit application.  
      "WSO is a statewide volunteer organization. Our mission is to 
promote the enjoyment, study and conservation of Wisconsin’s 
birds.  In that role, we actively participate in department planning 
efforts and project reviews. 
      "Our concern is not with golf courses in general, but with any 
project that would eliminate a large portion of the native vegetation 
on this large, currently undeveloped site.  
      "The project site’s forest and adjacent dune and beach are impor-
tant stopover habitat for migratory birds. 
      "I’m happy to see that many of the concerns in our earlier com-
ments to the department are reflected on pages 45 and 46 of the EIS, 
specifically the recognition of the area’s designation as an Important 
Bird Area and a Tier I migratory bird stopover habitat, along with 
identifying that the DNR’s Ecological Landscapes of Wisconsin publi-
cation states that 'providing and maintaining a sufficient variety and 
abundance of the habitats needed by [migratory] birds is a priority 
conservation goal' for the lakeshore landscape in the Sheboygan 
area. 
      "I’d like to highlight a paragraph from page 47 of the EIS: 'Follow-
ing construction of the proposed golf course, forest cover within the 
Kohler Property would likely provide stopover habitat similar to that 
in the adjacent residential areas and Kohler-Andrae.  
      'However, reduction of the forest to 50% cover would likely result 
in a similar reduction of available stopover habitat on the Kohler 
property. The department recognizes a 10-mile zone landward of the 
shoreline as potential stopover habitat. However, few forests of this 
size exist within that zone along this stretch of shoreline.'” 
      "This lakeshore region is important, as many migrating birds, es-
pecially songbirds flying at night, will fly over the Great Lakes.  Come 
morning, when they need to set down to rest and feed, birds over the 

lake head to the lakeshore region as the nearest necessary refuge.   
      "There is a long history of converting woodlands and other 
natural habitats in the Sheboygan area to urban, commercial, and 
agriculture land uses.   
      "This increases the significance of those few remaining blocks 
of undeveloped forest, including the site of the proposed project, as 
migratory bird stopover habitat.  There just isn’t much left for these 
migrating birds. 
      "I urge the department to recognize and value these last remain-
ing important resource blocks when considering its various deci-
sions about the proposed golf course. 
      "The hearing notice indicated that the department has made a 
tentative decision to issue a wetland permit with conditions, but no 
potential conditions were specified.   
      "I would like to add that I cannot conceive of any conditions that 
could be added to the wetland permit approval that would in any 
way address the concerns I’ve expressed in these comments. 
      "Thank you for the opportunity to comment." 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The DNR has created a web page devoted to the Kohler proposal with 
links to many relevant documents: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/eia/kohler.
htm   
The Friends of the Black River Forest maintains a web site opposed to 
the project: http://www.friendsblackriverforest.org/index.html

                                                                              Friends of the Black River Forest 
This map shows the minimum amount of deforestation required for 
the greens, fairways and features depicted in Kohler’s concept plan, 
clearing at least 50% of the forest. This does not include any addition-
al clearing required for cart paths or changes to the site grade.

 
"There just isn’t much left 
for these migrating birds.  

I urge the department 
 to recognize and value 

these last remaining im-
portant resource  

blocks when considering 
its various decisions  
about the proposed 

 golf course.”
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4,200 more point counts help Breeding Bird Atlas 
 get a better grip on species abundance
By Nicholas Anich 
and Ryan Brady 
Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas Central 
     As part of the Wisconsin Breeding Bird 
Atlas, a small group of observers are con-
ducting point counts to gather critical infor-
mation for conservation efforts in the state. 
     Point counts are bird surveys conducted 
at a single stationary location. Observers 
stand in one spot for a fixed period of time 
(in this case, 10 minutes), and record all the 
birds they detect. Counts are typically aimed 
at songbirds and conducted in early morning 
during the breeding season, so the majority 

of birds are detected 
by ear. 
     The atlas already 
is doing an excellent 
job filling out maps 
showing where a 
species occurs in 
the state the pri-
mary goal of most 
atlas projects.  
But what general 
atlasing doesn’t do 
as well is deter-
mine where within 
that distribution 
a species is most 
or least abundant. 
Adding information 

on relative abundance atop the information 
collected by general atlasing gives us the 
strongest picture we’ve ever had about our 
state’s breeding birds. 
     Abundance maps are the result of com-
plex models that use bird observations from 
point counts, and relate these data to other 
variables such as latitude and longitude, 
precipitation, temperature, time, date, and 
landscape factors (e.g., grassland or decidu-
ous forest). We can then use models to pre-

dict across the state which areas are likely to 
have birds at certain densities. In addition, 
outputs from models like these can provide 
population size estimates for many of our 
breeding bird species, an important compo-
nent to assessing species status. 
     One downside of point counts is that if 
a species is not very detectable during a 
10-minute roadside count, it does not get 
well sampled. So for the most part, we will 
get very good information on many song-
birds, but other birds will often get missed, 
such as species that don’t call much during 
daylight. These species will be better sam-
pled through traditional atlasing methods. 
                               How did we do it? 

      To accomplish the goals of our 
point count effort, we determined 
we needed to survey 5 roadside 
points per block in every other block 
across the state. That works out to 
over 16,000 points in more than 500 
atlas blocks. And given our project 
timeline, we had to do it in just four 
years, meaning we’d need to survey 
4,000+ points per year. 
     Within each block to be surveyed, 
the five points were drawn random-
ly and moved to the nearest road, 
with backup points drawn in case 
the initial points were inaccessible. 
The overall plan was similar to that 
used in past second bird atlases in 
Ontario, Pennsylvania and Ohio. 
     So in 2017, we assembled a team 
of 27 trained and certified surveyors 
-- 10 Wisconsin DNR employees, 
9 hired technicians, and 8 skilled 
volunteers. We conducted 4,200 
point counts statewide between 

May 24 and July 10, and detected 114,920 
individual birds of 190 species (not all of 
them breeders). 
       During the planning process, we 

identified that certain songbirds were poorly 
sampled by existing surveys like the federal 
Breeding Bird Survey, specifically species 
inhabiting northern coniferous forest, and 
southern interior forest. For this reason, 
we randomly scattered an additional few 
hundred points into northern and southern 
forest habitats to try to get better informa-
tion on this group of species. While results 
were mixed, we did boost the numbers for 
a few species, which should improve our 
understanding of their breeding abundance 
in the state. 
     With 2 more years — and 8,000 points 
— to go, we at Atlas Central are excited to 
see the results of this project, which will 
undoubtedly shed new light on the state of 
Wisconsin’s breeding birds.

Here are two maps. The first is of Red-eyed Vireo from the first atlas (1995–2000). It looks 
like this species occurs across almost the entire state. The second map, often called a “thun-
derstorm map” for its resemblance to weather radar, shows the relative abundance of Red-
eyed Vireo. Clearly it’s NOT equally abundant across the state, instead appearing to be much 
more common in the northern forest, peaking in the northeast.

Top 10 species detected on point counts in 2017, the 
number detected, and how the list compared to 2016. 
These are species that occupy roadside habitat and are 
either very visible or sing often. Interestingly, 9 of 10 
species in the top 10 in 2017 were the same as in 2016.

For a complete 
summary of 
2017 WBBA II 
point counts 
and some other 
great maps, go to 
http://ebird.org/
content/atlaswi/
news/summary-
of-2017-atlas-
point-counts/
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Here are 8 top Atlasing resolutions for 2018
By Carrie Becker 
WBBA II Communications Director 
     The New Year is an exciting time for bird-
ers. With Jan. 1 comes a clean slate and a 
perfect opportunity to set new birding goals 
for the coming year.  
      Will this be the year you finally find your 
nemesis bird? Will you hit the 100, 500 or 
1,000 checklist mark?  
     Of course, in the hope that the Wisconsin 
Breeding Bird Atlas II figures prominently in 
your 2018 goals, we’ve compiled a handy list 
of our favorite challenge ideas:  
     1) Submit 50 Atlas checklists from 
low-effort areas:  As we head into Year 4 
of this five-year project, we need to be laser-
focused on making time to visit central and 
northern Wisconsin to tackle blocks with 
low effort to date.  
      So think about when and where you can 
travel this summer that has an untouched 
block? 
     2) Find one of these very rare breed-
ers: Each of these species was at least 
probable during Atlas I, but none have been 
confirmed during Atlas II:  
Northern Pintail, Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron, Yellow Rail, Barn Owl, 
Philadelphia Vireo, Worm-eating 
Warbler, Nelson’s Sparrow, Lesser 
Scaup, Western Grebe, Snowy Egret, 
Great Black-backed Gull, Great Gray 
Owl, Western Kingbird, Rusty Black-
bird, Eared Grebe, Tennessee Warbler, 
Bay-breasted Warbler and Wilson’s 
Warbler.  
      Keep your eyes open! Adding one of these 
species to your confirmation list could make 
for a very special 2018. 
     3) Complete a block:  We estimate 
that it takes about 20 hours, including a 
few night hours, to complete a block. Some 
blocks are already half done and just need 

someone to finish them 
off! If you’re new to the 
Atlas effort, or want to 
help where we need it 
most, this is the easiest 
way to do it! Get started 
by getting in touch with 
your Atlas county coor-
dinator at https://wso-
birds.org/atlas-county-
coordinators 
     4) Complete  
several blocks: 
If you’re up for a bigger 
challenge, take on more 
than one block. Survey 
each block at different 
points in the year, and 
start things off in Janu-
ary by looking for mating 
Great Horned Owls! 
Find your new blocks by 
using our handy Block 
Request Tool at http://
wiatri.net/projects/
WBBA/WBBAmap.cfm 
     5) Seek out  
specific species: We’ll help!:  In 2018, 
we’ll be highlighting blocks that need help, 
specifying what habitat the blocks contain 
and what species you can likely find within 
them. Wouldn’t it be great to confirm a lifer 
as a breeder? Keep watch on Atlas communi-
cations throughout early 2018 as we roll out 
details on needy blocks. 
     6) Join us on a field trip or at a 
blockbuster event: Our plans include 
atlas blitzes in Door County and Lincoln 
County, a workshop in Eau Claire, and many 
more outings large and small. Stay tuned as 
details are released throughout early 2018.  
     7) Confirm a Crossbill: We are now 
down to only one species that was con-

firmed in more than two blocks during 
WBBA I that we have not yet confirmed in 
WBBA II: White-winged Crossbill, a finch 
that breeds in northern conifer bogs, but 
primarily after irruption years.  
      Red Crossbills are present in higher 
numbers this year, so perhaps you’ll luck out 
and get a White-winged Crossbill in the mix. 
And be sure to take along an audio recorder 
(even your phone works), because helping 
us determine which types of Red Crossbills 
breed here would also be a great goal. 
     8) Submit 100 checklists during the 
breeding season, or 500 or 1,000: Just 
take the bar you set last year and raise it! 
With only two years left to go on this Atlas, 
we need all hands on deck!

Just 4 opportunities left to Sponsor-a-Species for the Atlas
       Only four Wisconsin breeding species 
remain to be claimed through the Sponsor-a-
Species program, a major source of support 
for the second Wisconsin Breeding Bird 
Atlas.   
     Some 235 species already have found 
sponsors, and each sponsorship helps 
support the study of every bird on the list. 
Data already collected during the first three 
years of Atlas field work already is guiding 
key conservation efforts aimed at meeting 
the goals of Wisconsin Bird Conservation 
Initiative:
      When a species is fully sponsored the 
name of the sponsor or someone a spon-
sor wishes to honor or memorialize will be 

listed with that species in the final print and 
web versions of the Atlas.
     Although the Atlas effort is primarily 
undertaken by volunteers, seasonal profes-
sionals are engaged to ensure statewide 
coverage. 
     Funding generated from the Sponsor-a-
Species campaign is used: 1) to hire seasonal 
ornithologists to survey remote and hard-to-
access priority blocks, and 2) to conduct a 
special point count survey that will provide 
rigorous models of relative abundance and 
information on statewide population size for 
many species.  
      The cost of these hires totaled nearly 
$85,000 in 2017 alone!

    Here is the current status of the campaign 
and species still available: 
Tier 1: $10,000  COMPLETE  (3 species 
sponsored)
Tier 2: $5,000  COMPLETE   (7 species 
sponsored)
Tier 3: $2,500   (2 species remaining of 24 
species offered)
Ring-necked Pheasant
Sharp-tailed Grouse
Tier 4:  $1,000   (3 species remaining of 49 
species offered)
Laughing Gull
Nelson’s Sparrow
Tier 5:  $500   (0 species remaining of 156 
offered)
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Call Notes

A revealing walk across the winter landscape

By Jim Knickelbine 
     I don’t know about you, but this year’s autumn, as wonderful as 
the season was, seemed to pass as swiftly as the migrating night-
hawks and then just vanished. 
       I am left with nothing more than a warm, golden sense of sun-
shine and evenings by the river, trees dripping with warblers and 

the ground around full of sparrow sounds as they 
anticipated another night’s flight.  
      The felling of hundreds of nasty uninvited 
shrubs, and the scattering of thousands of wild-
flower seeds. Followed by a sudden transition from 
a tan to white landscape.  
     We all need a break, I think, and winter is a gift 
if we take advantage.  
      Everyone I know has pushed so hard this 
year, one that was filled with challenges. Like the 
wildlife around us, I think we tend to gear up in the 
fall, but we don’t always take time to recover in the 

cold.  
     Of course, taking a break doesn’t mean one’s imagination will go 
dormant. 
     The first walks across the land in winter are so revealing. 
      Tracks reveal mammalian neighbors that we’ve forgotten during 
warm times -- fox tracks cross the yard, but I haven’t actually seen a 
fox in months.  
      The crimson and gray remains of what was once a cottontail are 
starkly evident in the snow, coyote tracks all around. A muddy patch 
reminds me that there is a spring on the hillside -- a great place to 
set up a trail camera.  
      Pine Siskins scold each other harshly as they fly over. The river 
hasn’t completely frozen in the shallows yet, and a few ducks pass 
by to take a look. Perhaps a Great Blue lingers? No, not today. 
     A couple of chickadees follow along for a while. Despite their 
cute appearance they are probably wondering if I’ll scare up a meal 

for them, or do the dirty work and leave them a carcass. Or maybe 
it’s my carcass they’re wondering about? Mine could feed a whole 
flock of chickadees for the winter. I decide to think that perhaps 
their intentions aren’t quite so gruesome, and concentrate on other 
wonderings.  
     As I cross a small field that a month ago launched hundreds 
of tufted milkweed seeds into the air I think about all the things 
beneath the snow -- meadow voles that already are tunneling just 
above the soil, springtails and spiders picking their way among the 
crystals, and the thousands of wildflower seeds sown late in the 
year sleeping safely now beneath a safe, icy blanket.  
       With each freeze and thaw they settle into the topsoil a little 
more completely, and I hope that in a few years their pollen will feed 
lots of little bees and their seeds will be feeding the goldfinches.  
     As I walk I think more and more about how the birds need the 
bugs, and how the bugs need the native plants, and how alarming it 
is that there seems to be more and more evidence that it’s getting to 
be harder for bugs to survive.  
      We’ve long talked about how cockroaches will supposedly outlive 
human beings, mistakenly missing the importance of the survival of 
the roaches’ cousins.  
      We’ve failed, with the exception of a few exceptional folks, to fully 
appreciate what we’re doing to the bees and beetles and flies of the 
world in removing their native food and poisoning them beyond the 
borders of our crops.  
       Perhaps the bugs need to be my livestock of choice, and the 
crops I plant should be those that sustain them in all their diversity.  
     Walk done and back in the warmth I pull up the native nursery 
websites. Let’s see, how many oaks should I plant for the warblers 
this year?  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Jim Knickelbine is education co-chair for WSO. A native of Mani-
towoc, he is executive director of Woodland Dunes Nature Center and 
Preserve. 

Jim Knickelbine
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that it would no longer fund the coordinator 
position.  
     The loss of a coordinator was a significant 
reduction to WBCI’s capacity.  Nonetheless, 
the WBCI partnership made significant prog-
ress in meeting its mission during its first 15 
years from 2002 to 2017.  
      Once DNR formally announced that it 
would not replace the coordinator function 
and that WBCI’s relationship was being 
transferred from the Bureau of Wildlife Man-
agement to the Bureau of Natural Heritage 
Conservation, the WBCI Steering Committee 

launched a strategic planning effort to evalu-
ate what WBCI could continue to do, to reset 
its goals and to chart a working course.   
      This began with setting major objectives 
for the next five years:  
      •  Optimize organizational leadership and 
capacity 
      •  Promote an active, engaged partner-
ship 
      •  Maximize habitat quantity and quality 
for birds 
      •  Maximize public awareness of and con-
nection with birds 
      •  Minimize or mitigate direct and indi-

rect threats 
      •  Support research and monitoring 
     The Steering Committee then considered 
a wide range of “projects” that WBCI might 
pursue.   Some were continuations of past 
efforts, while some were new initiatives.  
These were looked at to see how they would 
contribute to the six objectives.  
      An overall strategic plan is emerging 
from these efforts, with the goal of shar-
ing a working plan with the broader WBCI 
partnership for their feedback early in the 
New Year.  

From Page 1

From Page 1

Overall WBCI strategy is emerging for the new year

each are funding a transmitter, while a crowd-funded campaign by 
the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin raised enough, along 
with NRF’s match, to support two transmitters. The sixth transmit-
ter will be provided by Project SNOWstorm itself, now one of the 
world’s largest Snowy Owl research projects.  
    It’s a collaborative effort of over 40 researchers, bird banders, vet-
erinarians and pathologists, donating their time and expertise to tag 
owls with cellular transmitters that cost $3,000 each. The transmit-
ters weigh about 40 grams, about 1.5-3% of the bird’s weight, and 
attached with a backpack harness that goes over the bird’s wings but 
does not limit the bird’s flight or foraging abilities.  
     These solar-powered transmitters record locations in three 
dimensions (latitude, longitude and altitude) at programmable 
intervals as short as every 30 seconds.  Incredible detail on both the 
daily and seasonal movements of these birds can be gleaned from 
the data, transmitted via cell towers, but collected and stored even 
when out of cell range. This information can be used to understand 
movement patterns, home range size, migration timing, habitat use, 
important migration stopover sites, foraging behavior, where they 
spend the summer, threats to their survival, and how they interact 
with other Snowy Owls. 
     Project SNOWstorm believes it’s imperative to better understand 
the Snowy Owl’s winter ecology because they breed in regions 
where climate change is occurring most dramatically — and because 
it’s now clear that the global Snowy Owl population has been badly 
overestimated. Recent studies put the world population at just 
30,000, barely a tenth of what previously had been believed. 
     This also is why the Wisconsin Humane Society, wildlife agencies 
and airports are going to great lengths to relocate and rehabilitate 
some of the Snowies, who face the same dangers that lurk out there 
for raptors of all kinds. Snowies wind up injured or dead from ve-
hicle strikes, electrocution, toxins like rat poisons and mercury, and 
even collisions with utility lines in which electrocution isn’t a cause. 
     The Wisconsin effort comes in a winter that has brought what a 
Department of Natural Resources biologist calls “one of the largest 
irruptions of Snowy Owls we have documented,” and groups like 
WSO and Sheboygan Audubon are (or will be) holding field trips so 
members and non-birders alike can gain a respectful look. 
     These irruptions, or invasions, generally have occurred every 
four to five  years, but Wisconsin has seen five in the last eight years, 
including mega-irruptions in 2013-’14 and again this winter. That’s 
in a state that ranks second nationally in the proportion of citizens 

who call themselves birders. According to the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, a third of Wisconsin’s population -- around 1.7 million 
people -- are birders. 
     But the phenomenon is bigger than that. Conservation biologist 
Ryan Brady, who as the DNR’s bird monitoring coordinator also pays 
attention to how the public interacts with these winter visitors, of-
fers some perspective: 
     “In all my time working with birds no species has resonated more 
with the non-birding public – even more than eagles, cranes and the 
other white birds we tend to like – egrets, swans and pelicans. At 3 
to 6 pounds, Snowies are the heaviest of all North American owls, 
and their bright white plumage, large yellow eyes, massive feathered 
feet and perhaps most significantly their tendency to hunt and move 
around during daylight hours, captivate even the most casual nature 
lover. "

A young male Snowy Owl, dubbed Buena Vista, was banded on Dec. 
23, 2013, on the Buena Vista grasslands in central Wisconsin, and 
was just the second owl to be tagged with a GPS/GSM transmitter by 
Project SNOWstorm. Buena Vista, last detected on his winter territory 
on March 31, 2014, checked in again briefly on Nov. 1, 2015, from 
Manitoba. Due to poor cellular coverage only a small sample of points 
from his transmitter were received, but they gave a look at his first 
summer in Nunavut. This map shows his path north from Wisconsin. 
Buena Vista’s transmitter was funded by WSO.

Snowies capture imagination; 
project aids in data collection
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Breeding birds respond to habitat  
at Badger Army Ammunition Plant IBA
By Mike Mossman 
 Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance 
     The Badger Army Ammunition Plant sup-
planted 80 farm families and 7,275 acres of 
productive Sauk County farmland in 1942, 
and produced propellant for three wars 
before being decommissioned in 1997.   
      Extensive grasslands developed with the 
help of grazing and mowing among the pro-
duction buildings, which were widely spaced 
to isolate possible explosions.  
      An unintended but welcome consequence 
was a rich grassland bird community, first 
documented by Rebecca (Isenring) Schro-
eder during a 1993 inventory for The Nature 
Conservancy.  
      In 1998, I established 42 miles of 
longterm monitoring transects and 136 
point-counts throughout the plant while all 
buildings and other infrastructure remained 
intact, and reran them after deconstruction 
in 2011-‘12, then again after all land had 
been transferred to new owners (mostly 
to the DNR’s Sauk Prairie State Recreation 
Area, Dairy Forage Research Center and Ho-
Chunk Nation) in 2017. 
     Habitat had changed significantly be-
tween 1998 and 2017, with the removal 
of some 1,500 buildings and hundreds of 
miles of elevated pipelines, utility wires and 
railroad tracks.   
      Grazing and hay mowing also had ceased 
on vast acreages, resulting in the rapid inva-
sion of exotic and native shrubs.  
      In the last few years, the Ho-Chunk and 
the DNR have begun prescribed burns and 
mechanical brush control, returning much 
shrubland to grassland, while woody vegeta-
tion continues to choke untreated areas. 
Other acres are in row crops, alfalfa and in 
woodlots that sprang up after 1942.  
     The breeding birdlife has responded 
to these habitat changes.  With the loss of 
buildings and utility poles, cavity and cliff-
nesters such as American Kestrel, Red-
headed Woodpecker and four swallow 
species have declined, and with the loss of 
most grazing, the Western Meadowlark 
disappeared and nearly all Upland Sand-
pipers did as well.   
      Yet high numbers were maintained by 
many grassland species, including Bobo-
link, Eastern Meadowlark and Grass-
hopper Sparrow. 
      Henslow’s Sparrow increased dramati-
cally as grasslands went ungrazed and devel-
oped thick thatch, and then declined in areas 
that were eventually burned.  
      Dickcissel populations went haywire 

where disturbed soil was invaded by grasses 
and biennial, weedy forbs.   
      Willow Flycatcher and Field and 
Clay-colored Sparrows increased in 
areas of scattered shrub invasion, and then 
were replaced by species such as Gray Cat-
bird, House Wren and Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak when it became dense.  
      The State-Threatened Bell’s Vireo, 
unrecorded in the 1990s, has taken well to 
the dense shrub thickets that remain within 
a grassland context, with 34 singing males 
recorded in 2017. 
     This former ammo plant was established 
as an Important Bird Area in 2012 on the ba-
sis of its importance to grassland, shrubland 
and savanna bird communities and their 
species of high conservation need.  
      It also harbors other troubled grassland 
wildlife such as prairie vole, prairie deer-
mouse and harvest mouse, and offers great 

potential for grassland insect and pollinator 
populations as well.  
      With multiple ownerships and property 
goals, and the ongoing threat of woody 
invasion, it faces management challenges.  
But with collaboration, monitoring and the 
broad and wise application of conserva-
tion science, the potential of this incredible 
grassland can be realized. 
      The Sauk Prairie State Recreation Area 
is open to the public.  For more information, 
see http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/parks/name/
saukprairie/   and http://www.saukprai-
rievision.org/ 
     My work was formerly supported by the 
Wisconsin DNR (I have since retired), and 
in 2017 by the Ho-Chunk Nation, the USDA 
Dairy Forage Research Center and the Sauk 
Prairie Conservation Alliance. 
     I am leading a field trip there for the 
Madison Audubon Society on May 19.
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WSO TOTALS FORM 
Deadline:  March 1, 2018

 
Name____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2017 Wisconsin Year Total: (threshold 200)________________________________________________________________________ 
Wisconsin Life Total: (threshold 200) ________________________________________________________________________________ 
ABA Area Life Total: (threshold 400) __________________________________________________________________________________ 
The ABA Checklist delineation of the “ABA Area” will be used. Thus the ABA Area encompasses “the 49 continental United States, Canada, the French islands of St. 
Pierre et Miquelon, the adjacent waters to a distance of 200 nautical miles from land or half the distance to a neighboring country, whichever is less. Excluded by 
these boundaries are Bermuda, the Bahamas, Hawaii, and Greenland” Participation in submitting this total is limited to those who have a claim to being residents 
of Wisconsin. 
2017 BIGBY Total: (threshold 100) ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
BIGBY= Big Green Big Year. This number is the total of all the species seen by selecting a center point (most likely your residence) and then noting all the birds  
found when walking, biking, canoeing, etc. from this central location. Any species found with the aid of a motorized form of transportation are not countable.  
County Life Totals (threshold 125) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 
After each county for which you want to enter a county life total,  

please enter total on line provided:

Adams    
Ashland    
Barron     
Bayfield     
Brown     
Buffalo    
Burnett     
Calumet     
Chippewa    
Clark  __  
Columbia    
Crawford    
Dane _  
Dodge  
Door  
Douglas     
Dunn       
Eau Claire        
Florence   
Fond du Lac         
Forest  
Grant   
Green  
Green  Lake       
Iowa      
Iron   

Jackson      
Jefferson    
Juneau     
Kenosha     
Kewaunee     
La Crosse         
Lafayette     
Langlade    
Lincoln    
Manitowoc     
Marathon     
Marinette     
Marquette    
Menominee    
Milwaukee    
Monroe    
Oconto    
Oneida    
Outagamie     
Ozaukee     
Pepin  
Pierce      
Polk   
Portage     
Price  
Racine    

Richland    
Rock       
Rusk    
St. Croix       
Sauk   
Sawyer       
Shawano   
Sheboygan  
Taylor  
Trempealeau    
Vernon     
Vilas  
Walworth    
Washburn    
Washington    
Waukesha    
Waupaca    
Waushara    
Winnebago    
Wood      

Fold and send to: 
Bob Domagalski 

P.O. Box 296 
St. Nazianz, WI  54232 

(see reverse)
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Fold in thirds, exposing return address.

CLOSE WITH TAPE.

Attach correct postage.

DO NOT STAPLE!

Thank you.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------                                                                                                             
------------------------------ 
------------------------------

BOB DOMAGALSKI 
POST OFFICE Box 396 

ST. NAZIANZ, WI 54232

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Volunteer needed for Young Birders  
WSO is seeking a volunteer for this important role:   
Wisconsin Young Birders Club Liaison 
     WSO is considering teaming up with the Wisconsin Young Birders 
Club to offer long-term continuity and support.  WSO might become 
the club’s host organization, providing services such as website sup-
port, communications, financial and new member recruitment.  To 
make this happen, we need a committed individual to be our coordi-
nator and liaison between WSO and the Young Birders Club.  
     WSO President Michael John Jaeger would be happy to talk fur-
ther with you about the position and can be contacted at president@
wsobirds.org or 608-335-2546 if you think you might be interested.  
     For more information about the club: https://wisconsinyoung-
birdersclub.wordpress.com/ 
 

100 million eBird observation in 2017 
     December closed out eBird’s 15th year. In just a decade-and-
a-half, eBird has become one of the largest community-driven 
biodiversity projects in the world. More than 360,000 eBirders have 
submitted 472 million bird sightings, representing 10,364 spe-
cies across every country in the world. In 2017 alone, birders helped 
gather more than 100 million observations, with 13,601,090 coming 
from just the month of May. The May total is more observations than 
were collected in eBird’s first 66 months combined!  
     The third Global Big Day set a new bar for birding’s biggest day. 
On May 13, 2017, some 20,500 birders collectively noted 6,634 spe-
cies, reporting 54,000 checklists from 160 countries. 
     More than 2.5 million photos and 60,000 sounds were uploaded 
to the Macaulay Library through   eBird checklists in 2017 
 

Great Backyard Bird Count is coming! 
      The Great Backyard Bird Count team at Audubon and the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology want to remind you to mark your calendars for 
the 21st GBBC, coming up Feb. 16-19, 2018. Get all the details here: 
http://gbbc.birdcount.org/ 
      Meanwhile, you can use your GBBC login information to record 
your sightings any day of the year on eBird at http://ebird.org/con-
tent/ebird/ 
 

Introduction to Bird Song offered 
     The UWM Field Station near Saukville  will be offering a new 
course, Introduction to Bird Song, which will meet  for 8 weeks be-
ginning Feb. 6  from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Learn about bird songs as spring 
approaches. 
     Instructor: Bill Mueller is director of the Western Great Lakes 
Bird and Bat Observatory and serves on the Wisconsin Bird Conser-
vation Initiative Steering Committee. 
    The Course:  Will introduce students with varying prior skill 
levels to bird song identification.  It also will cover how and why 
birds sing, how they “use” song in their reproductive cycle, and 
incorporate the ecological and evolutionary functions of song. An 
overview of resources for studying bird song will be made available 
and demonstrated.  
     A final skill test and methods and resources for further study will 
end the 8-week class period on March 27. 
     Recommended materials: Please bring a laptop or tablet to 
class. 
     Workshop fee: $80. Available for 1.2 CEU. Not offered for college 
credit. For more details and to register:  
http://uwm.edu/field-station/workshops/spring-workshops/ 
http://uwm.edu/field-station/workshops/workshop-registration/ 

 

Eagles drafted to take down drones 
      Faced with the specter of a terrorist threat from rogue drones, 
the French are recruiting an avian ally. At a base in the southwest 
of the country, a special army unit has for months been training 
four Golden Eagles to spot drones and perform mid-air take-
downs. 
     Fortune magazine cited French media reports on an experi-
mental program that involves soldiers raising the eagles from 
chicks, and training them to associate the drones with food. 
When the eagles grew a bit older, the trainers presented them 
with drones hovering in the air—to predictable results. The 
eagles swooped in and seized the drones in talons that can exert 
pressure of 500 pounds per square inch. Once the eagles catch 
their mechanical prey, they fly to earth and cover them with their 
wings, and are promptly rewarded with a piece of meat. 
     The four eagles -- named after famous musketeers D’Artagnan, 
Aramis, Athos and Porthos -- are natural drone fighters with 
the ability to spot targets over a mile away, and to reach speeds 
over 150 m.p.h. when diving for prey. While the program is still 
experimental, officials believe the eagles will soon be able to re-
port for duty. They envision deploying eagles as a defense against 
light-weight drones in places like sports stadiums, political sum-
mits and airports. 

Bird festivals to join forces
     On Oct. 26 in Manila, Philip-
pines, Environment for the 
Americas and the Convention on 
Migratory Species signed a part-
nership agreement to combine 
International Migratory Bird Day 
and World Migratory Bird Day 
to develop a global campaign for 
bird conservation. The details of 
this agreement will be identified 
in the coming year, but will culmi-
nate in a single event with shared themes and resources. 

Bird Digest

                                                                                                       AFP/Getty Images 
A Golden Eagle catches a drone during a military exercise at an air-
base in France last February.



DATED MATERIAL PLEASE EXPEDITE

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
The Wisconsin Society for Ornithology, Inc. 
P.O. Box 3024 
Madison, WI 53704-3024
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WSO MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL

Name ____________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ___________________________________________
Phone ____________________________________________________
E-Mail __________________________________________

PLEASE CIRCLE APPROPRIATE MEMBERSHIP LEVEL:
Include a $10 surcharge in all categories
if you want mail delivery of The Badger Birder.                       

Student/$25                                  
Senior/$25 (No Passenger Pigeon)                    
Household/$40                             
Sustaining/$100                            
Conservation Advocate/$200 
                              

Make check payable to WSO and send with form to: WSO Membership / P.O. Box 3024 / Madison, WI 53704-3024

WSO CALENDAR 
Field Trips 
Jan. 6 (Saturday) --Milwaukee: 
Lakefront Birding 
Meet at 8 a.m. at South Shore Yacht Club. 
Start your annual bird list right with a field 
trip that will visit a variety of lakefront loca-
tions from Milwaukee to Port Washington. 
We’ll look at the wintering gull flocks for 
Lesser and Greater Black-backed Gulls, as 
well as Glaucous and Iceland Gulls. We also 
have a good chance of seeing a Snowy Owl 
along with an assortment of waterfowl, in-
cluding Long-tailed Duck. Dress warmly and 
bring your “energy” foods. 
 
January 27 (Saturday) -- Buena 
Vista Marsh & Necedah NWR: 
Eagles and Winter Birds 
Meet at 8 a.m. at the kiosk along County W in 
the Buena Vista Marsh. Directions: Exit I-39 

at County W (Exit 143, for Bancroft), and 
follow County W west for about seven miles 
We’ll spend a good portion of the morning   
at Buena Vista looking for wintering rap-
tors, Prairie-Chickens, and other grassland 
birds. Later we’ll depart for Necedah NWR in 
search of Bald Eagles, diving ducks and pos-
sibly wintering Golden Eagles. Bring a bag 
lunch to eat in the car.  
 
WSO Board of Directors 
Jan. 21 (Sunday) 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Quarterly meeting will be held at Horicon 
Education and Visitor’s Center on Highway 
28 just north of the City of Horicon. Mem-
bers are always welcome; bring a lunch.  
 
Birdathon/Bandathon 
May 12-13 (Saturday Night - Sun-
day) at Honey Creek 
Meet at the Cox Nature Center on the Harold 

and Carla Kruse Nature Preserve at Honey 
Creek in Sauk County. Campout and potluck 
supper on Saturday night. Banding and 
birdathon will both be held on Sunday with 
the walk up the valley stepping off at 8 a.m. 
(See story on Page 3 of this issue.) 
 
79th Annual Convention 
May 18-21 at the Green Lake  
Conference Center 
The conference center will provide primary 
lodging and be the center of convention 
activities. The 900-acre GLCC sits on the 
shore of Wisconsin’s deepest lake in an area 
of abundant birding opportunities. The hotel 
is holding a large number of rooms for WSO 
at a discounted price of $105 per night. This 
includes all taxes and fees. There is an addi-
tional charge of $15 per person when more 
than two people share a room. To reserve, 
call 1-920-294-3323 and mention WSO.


