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2018: Year  
of the Bird

Commit to protecting birds -- 
today and for the next 100 years

 
Atlas updates: Pages 4-5  +  Field trips: Pages 11-13  +  Submit your totals: Page 17

     In 2018, America marks the centennial of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the most 
powerful and important bird-protection law ever passed. In honor of this milestone, 
nature lovers around the world are joining forces to celebrate the “Year of the Bird” 
and to commit to protecting birds today and for the next hundred years. 
     The Wisconsin Society for Ornithology is joining with National Geographic, the 
National Audubon Society and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology in a year-long effort 
dedicated to celebrating and protecting birds and their habitats. As Thomas E. Love-
joy, tropical conservation biologist and National Geographic Fellow, says: 
     “If you take care of the birds, you take care of most of the big environmental prob-
lems in the world”. 
     So like the robin joining billions of other birds on an annual movement, we’re 
calling on you to join the movement to help build a better world for birds by taking a 
simple but meaningful action each month. You can take the pledge at https://www.
nationalgeographic.org/projects/year-of-the-bird/  And then start with a simple 
consideration: Don’t take bird migration for granted. 
     Next time you see that robin, a hummingbird, a crane, a hawk—any migratory 
bird—spare a thought for its epic journey across the globe, and what it sees from up 
high in the sky. 
     Think about people from other countries who will be watching the very same 
bird in just a few weeks’ time. 
     And think about the work being done to protect habitat along the bird’s migra-

Please turn to Page 22

With funding 
from state birders,  
4 Snowy Owls  
are being tracked

                                                             Photo by Gene Jacobs 
Bancroft, a juvenile male Snowy Owl who has set 
up a territory on the Buena Vista Grasslands, was 
banded and outfitted with a transmitter under-
written by WSO.

     As January came  to a close, researchers have 
successfully tagged four Snowy Owls in Wis-
consin this winter as part of a multistate effort 
known as Project SNOWstorm.  Some 60 owls 
have now been tagged in 10 states from North 
Dakota to Maine since 2013.  
     With more than 200 Snowy Owls recorded in 
Wisconsin this winter, public interest in these 
charismatic and nomadic Arctic visitors has led 
to generous support for Project SNOWstorm, 
which employs cutting-edge technology to track North 
American owls’ movements in astounding detail, and 
for years at a time. 

Please turn to Page 23
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Kate’s Quotes

Welcome to new members of WSO!
     The Wiscon-
sin Society for 
Ornithology 
would like to 
welcome those 
new members 
who joined the 
organization 
between Oct. 1 
and Dec. 31, 2017.  
      Thank you for your support! Your 
contributions make it possible for WSO to 
promote the enjoyment, study and conser-
vation of Wisconsin’s birds. 

Cynthia Porter, Mineral Point, WI 
Ed Neumueller, Verona, WI 
Don and Marie Schultz, Tomahawk, WI 
Alan J. Prom, West Bend, WI 
Richard Ganci, Madison, WI 
Vanessa Haese-Lehman, Rhinelander, WI 
Dan Minkebige, Waupaca, WI 
Patricia Joslyn, Winthrop Harbor, IL 
Gail Anich, Viroqua, WI 
Becky Heck, Barneveld, WI 
Melinda Knutson, Onalaska, WI 
Jane Ewens, North Lake, WI 
Kathryn Green, Cleveland, WI 
Joy Perry, Larsen, WI

Naturalist Kate Redmond offers us a monthly selection of quotes  
on nature, conservation and life around us:  

“Birds are an  
ecological  

litmus paper.” 

--   Roger Tory Peterson,  
American naturalist,  
ornithologist, artist  

and educator 
 

“Every morning I awake torn  
between a desire to save 

 the world and an inclination 
 to savor it. This makes it  

hard to plan the day.” 
-- E. B. White, author of 20 books,  

 including “Charlotte’s Webb” 
 

 
“The frog does not drink up  
the pond in which it lives.” 
-- Native American proverb  

from an Audubon book on vernal ponds 
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Great Wisconsin Birdathon aims higher yet 
with $100,000 goal for bird protection
By Diane Packett 
Great Wisconsin Birdathon Coordinator 
     This year the Natural Resources Foundation will be 
holding the sixth official Great Wisconsin Birdathon, 
which has raised more than $300,000 for bird conser-
vation and research in Wisconsin since 2013.  
      This is The Year of the Bird, so we are addressing 
the increasing threats to our birds by setting an ambi-
tious goal of $100,000 for Birdathon 2018.  
      Last year’s energetic Birdathon teams and many 
fundraising field trips brought in more than $91,000, 
and we are excited to see what this year has in store. 
     We hope to recruit many new teams, for all types of 
Birdathons: 24-hour bonanzas, half-day visits to local 
parks, Big Sits, backpackers, and backyard feeder watchers inter-
ested in supporting the NRF’s Bird Protection Fund.  
       The fund in turn supports 10 priority bird conservation projects 
statewide. 
      River Raptors team captain Sumner Matteson plans to recruit 

more kayaking teams for Wisconsin’s rivers, and 
we hope for more urban birders biking and (roller)
blading.  
      And we always encourage organizations and Bird 
Cities to raise money for their local projects, and 
teachers to use the Birdathon in their nature studies. 
     This year, the Birdathon will have a brand-new 
website, which has many functions that the old one 
lacked.  
|      For example, you’ll have the ability to pledge a 
fixed amount to any birder, not just a team captain, 
and the ability to send your fundraising page as an 
email to hundreds of people at once.  
     We plan to have the website ready to use the week 

of Feb. 19 so that birders can start forming their teams and collect-
ing pledges. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Coming in the March Birder: Look for the 2018 Signature Team 
lineup

Honey Creek fundraiser offers bird-banding, hiking  
-- plus a return to camping and a cookout

By Mary Kokor 
WSO Development Committee Chair 
     The 2018 Honey Creek Birdathon/Ban-
dathon is scheduled for Sunday, May 13 at 
the Honey Creek Preserve in Sauk County. 
If you haven’t been to the Honey Creek 
recently, or this event is new to you, plan to 
join us.  
     University of Wisconsin-Madison Profes-
sor Anna Pigeon will again be netting and 
banding birds beginning just after dawn. 
WSO members will be leading hikes along 
the traditional trails and there will be an op-
portunity to explore the preserve’s recently 
acquired Dischler  Addition and its amazing 
topography and habitats. 
     We also are bringing back some of the old 
traditions by offering a camping opportuni-
ty and a potluck cookout on Saturday night.  
      Let Barred and Great Horned Owls 
lull you to sleep, help listen for an eastern 
Whip-poor-will and then wake up early 
to be on hand  for the dawn chorus as the 
sun rises gently over our 372-acre property 
in the Baraboo Hills.      There are restroom 
facilities and shelter in case of inclement 
weather and hot, fresh coffee to get you go-
ing Sunday morning.  
     The Honey Creek Birdathon/Bandathon 
is the primary source of funding for mainte-
nance of the preserve property. Our goal is 
to raise $10,000 for the removal of invasive 
species and maintenance of trails and the 
Cox Nature Center.  
     Honey Creek is designated a State Natu-

ral Area and provides habitat for some of 
the state’s rarest and most beautiful birds.  
      Over 170 species have been documented 
on the property and the opportunity to 
observe some of these beautiful creatures in 

the hand of a licensed bander is an opportu-
nity not to be missed. 
     Watch for more information online and in 
The Badger Birder and plan to join us and 
support the Honey Creek Preserve.

                                                                                                                                                    Photo by Tom Schultz 
Scores of Honey Creek supporters turned out last fall to celebrate expansion of the preserve.
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As Season 4 approaches, Atlas effort continues to grow 
     As the second Wisconsin Breeding Bird 
Atlas moves from its third field season into 
the fourth with Great Horned Owls already 
on eggs, the project has collected nearly 
91,000 checklists submitted by more than 
1,500 volunteer observers. At the end of the 
second season, we had 50,000 checklists 
submitted by about 1,100 observers, so we 
continue to add participants. 
     Some 83% of the specialty blocks and 
74% of the priority blocks (3 x 3 miles in 
size) have been claimed by a primary atlaser, 
and 1,217 of the 1,283 priority and specialty 
blocks (95%) have some data. 
     Volunteer atlasers spent more than 
21,500 hours observing birds in their blocks 
and an (estimated) equivalent amount of 
time traveling to/from their sites. (At a con-
servative $10 an hour/hr., this is equivalent 
to $430,000 in volunteer time committed to 
the Atlas this year.) Furthermore, volunteers 
drove over 80,000 miles in their own ve-
hicles. (At the official state rate of $.51/mile, 
that represents $40,000 in donated travel.) 
 
Send us your 2017 data! 
     Got a stash of 2017 (or earlier!) check-
lists that you haven’t yet entered into Atlas 
eBird? It’s time to do it! Seriously. Prime 
breeding season is just around the corner 
and it’s time to get caught up. This is also a 
great time to submit details about your non-
birding effort and priority species sightings. 
If you’re having any trouble, see our data-
entry tutorials, contact your county coordi-
nator, or contact us for help.  All the details 
at https://wsobirds.org/atlas 
 
Help grow the community 
     Want to participate but haven’t jumped 
into eBird yet? Watch this short video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-t-
0xAjxakw   to get inspired to join the flock, 
and then share it with your birding buddies! 
We’re going to need all hands on deck to 
finish the Atlas and make a difference for 
Wisconsin’s birds.  
 
More eBird enhancements 
     eBird will be rolling out a number of ex-
citing new changes in the first part of 2018, 
just in time for the breeding season! Expect 
to see:  
-- A highly-visual homepage redesign across 
all eBird sites, including the Atlas eBird 
portal.  
-- More fun, personalized stats for atlasers 
and other eBird users.  
-- Effort maps showing hours per block and 
other handy tools for atlasers.  
     Last year saw other new tools and 
upgrades made available to eBirders. eBird 
Mobile was significantly upgraded, the new 

Illustrated Checklists pairing media with 
bar charts for any region was unveiled, and 
sensitive species were given increased pro-
tection in eBird. 
 
Now hiring technicians 
     Volunteers are the lifeblood of our Atlas, 
and we couldn’t accomplish the project 
without them. However, every Atlas must 
eventually start filling gaps where volun-
teers will not reach. If you know someone 
with the skills and availability to assist us 
in this capacity this year, either in a Point 
Count or Atlas Technician position, please 
send them this job announcement.  
     Applications will be reviewed on a rolling 
basis as they come in, until all positions are 
filled. 
Avian Point Count Technicians 
Atlas Block Technicians 
Location:  
Sites across Wisconsin (most are in north-
ern, central, and western Wisconsin)  
Duration:  
2-3 months 
Dates:  
Late May to mid-July or early August 
 
Wisconsin eBird 
Year in Review 
      Let’s just say atlasers definitely helped 
keep things exciting for Wisconsin bird-
ing in 2017! From documenting rarities 
like Lewis’s Woodpecker and Worm-eating 
Warbler on backyard feeders, to breeding 

King Rails at Horicon Marsh, atlasers scored 
some of the best bird sightings of 2017. 
Check out the Wisconsin eBird 2017 Year 
in Review to relive some of the great finds 
that illustrate why birding in Wisconsin is 
so great. The text, charts, and tables are by 
Aaron Stutz with maps  and editing by Nick 
Anich; photos by a whole cast of the state’s 
great photographers.  Go to http://ebird.
org/content/wi/ 
    Inspired to get out in the field more in 
2018 to find more great birds? The best way 
to force yourself to get out is by signing up 
for a new Atlas block.  
 
Map Madness 
     Check out Ted Keyel’s Map Madness 
article that uses maps to illustrate regional 
distribution in Wisconsin for different bird 
groups like warblers, gulls and finches. 
No doubt your thorough atlasing will help 
round out these totals for many counties!  
Here’s Ted’s explanation for this amazing set 
of maps: 
     “The other day, I read a post asking about 
the best gull-watching locations in the 
United States. This made me curious about 
the distribution of gulls throughout Wiscon-
sin so I made a map to show the number of 
gull species in each Wisconsin county.  
      "Since that was so much fun, I also went 
through and did the same for ducks, hawks, 
shorebirds, warblers, sparrows, finches, 
and then created a map of all those metrics 
combined.”
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Atlaser Spotlight

Ezra Bontrager: ‘It’s a great way to share  
your interest in birds and time in the natural world’

     The Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas II is an 
effort to survey the distribution and abun-
dance of our state’s breeding birds.  
      Since the project started in 2015, our vol-
unteer team has grown to include more than 
1,512 atlasers who have submitted nearly 
91,000 checklists. 
     The Atlas couldn’t happen without its 
volunteers, and every atlaser brings a distinct 
set of talents to the project. Anyone with the 
drive to participate can do so.  
      Sometimes you may need a little help, 
but there are seasoned atlasers in every 
county willing to lend a hand. Case in point is 
atlaser Ezra Bontrager, who is Amish and 
therefore not an eBird user.  Vernon County 
Atlas coordinator Paul Hayes has stepped in 
to help Ezra by creating an eBird account in 
his name and by entering observations from 
Ezra’s written field notes. 
     “There is a significant Amish community in 
many rural areas of Wisconsin,” Paul noted. 
“The Amish grow up with a close relationship 
to the natural world and many of them have 
become expert birders.”  
      In addition to working with the Amish 
community to get a number of families in-
volved with the Atlas, Paul also conducted this 
interview with Ezra. 
 
Name:  
      Ezra Bontrager 
 
Hometown:  
      Hillsboro, Vernon County 
 
Age: 21 
 
Number of years birding:  
      As long as I can remember, 17 years. 
 
Other citizen science experience:  
      None so far, although there are other 

Amish families that do feeder watches for 
the Christmas Bird Counts. 
 
Favorite bird:  
      For all my life my favorite bird has been 
the Black-capped chickadee because it 
is so friendly and has a cheerful song all 
year around. I also love to watch the Bald 
Eagles soar. The best bird this year was the 
Painted Bunting that was at our feeder 
for a few days this past spring. I recognized 
it immediately from the pictures I have 
admired in the field guides.  
 
Motivation to atlas:  
      I found a copy of the Passenger Pigeon 
at the library in Baraboo and saw the notice 
about the atlas. I got in touch with Bettie 
Harriman, who then sent my name to Dan 
Jackson. Dan passed my name along to Paul 
Hayes, the county coordinator, who stopped 
by our farm this past winter and set me up 

with documents and a copy of the first atlas. 
 
Primary atlasing location:  
      Our family farm on Chicken Hollow Road 
in Priority Block Yuba CE on the Vernon / 
Richland County line.  I also report many 
incidental lists from other nearby blocks. 
 
Most exciting Atlas find:  
      There has been a Bell’s Vireo on a 
neighbor’s farm for the past few years. We 
visited the site three times in 2017 and 
located the bird but have not yet observed a 
confirmation code. 
 
Most rewarding part of atlasing:  
      I love walking the woods and fields and 
just taking in all of nature. We often go on 
family walks on Sunday afternoons, which I 
did with my father as a little boy.  
      I am the teacher at our community school 
and enjoy sharing the atlas that Paul gave 
me with my students and leading many 
other birding activities both in and outside 
the classroom. 
 
How has atlasing changed the way you 
bird:  
      The biggest change is that I now carry 
a notebook. I also find myself checking for 
breeding behaviors and asking myself “What 
code would that be?”  
      Even when working in the fields I am 
much more aware of the birds and their 
behaviors. 
 
Advice for someone “on the fence” 
about participating:  
      I say to my family and friends that if you 
love the birds, try atlasing. It’s a great way to 
share your interest in birds and time in the 
natural world.

                                                     Photo by Paul Hayes 
This Painted Bunting was initially found 
by Ezra Bontrager, who is one of the top 
eBirders in his county.

     In 2018, International Migratory Bird 
Day (IMBD) will not only celebrate its 25th 
anniversary, but it also will cease to exist by 
that name.  
      In doing so it will reflect on both its 
beginnings in the 1990s with the vision of 
its creators at the Smithsonian Migratory 
Bird Center and the current work of Envi-
ronment for the Americas in reaching over 
700 sites across the Western Hemisphere, 
including more than 100 in Wisconsin alone, thanks to Bird City 
Wisconsin.  
     The coming year also holds many changes as EFTA joins forces 
with the Convention on Migratory Species and the Agreement on 
the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds, the 

coordinators of World Migratory Bird Day, 
to unify our voices for bird conservation 
through a single event that spans the globe. 
EFTA will maintain its focus on the Western 
Hemisphere, while expanding its partner-
ships and impact. 
     To celebrate these accomplishments and 
to join the National Geographic Society in 
its work, the theme for 2018 will be Year of 
the Bird. 

      As part of the new partnership, EFTA conducted an online vote 
for the best title for future Migratory Bird Days. World Migratory 
Bird Day was the winner.     Said an EFTA spokesman: “As we say 
farewell to International Migratory Bird Day, we look forward to a 
new year and a new global bird conservation campaign.”

IMBD will be changing its name to World Migratory Bird Day
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DNR notes many impacts but says proposed 
Kohler lakefront golf course complies with law
      Wisconsin regulators have approved the first of several permits 
for Kohler Co.’s controversial proposed golf course in Sheboygan 
County, and they have detailed an array of potential impacts on 
people and the environment along the Lake Michigan shoreline. 

     Documents released Jan. 17 by the 
Department of Natural Resources show 
substantial degradation of migratory 
stopover habitat, wetlands losses, expect-
ed surges in congestion for the adjacent 
Kohler-Andrae State Park and potential 
harm to water resources, including Lake 
Michigan.  
     Plans for the 18-hole course have faced 
opposition from many nearby residents 
and environmental groups objecting to the 
ecological impact on more than 200 acres 
of forest-turned-golf course and Kohler’s 

bid to take over 5 acres of the park. 
     WSO is among those groups in opposition, and the latest DNR 
documents acknowledge that the expected removal of about half of 
the forest now covering the land for fairways, greens and a club-
house will mean the loss of habitat for birds, especially those that 
use shorelines as a migratory corridor. Eleven endangered or threat-
ened species live on or around the property. 
     The 247-acre project is also being watched in political circles for 
how the DNR handles its reviews. Kohler Chairman Herbert V. Kohler 
Jr. is one of Wisconsin’s wealthiest residents and a financial sup-

porter of Republican Gov. Scott Walker. 
     The DNR approved a permit to allow the company’s request to 
destroy 3.69 acres of wetlands. In exchange, Kohler has agreed to 
create a larger assemblage of wetlands elsewhere in the Sheboygan 
and Manitowoc watersheds. The company has also agreed to pay for 
$200,000 in state wetlands restoration work.  
     The payment reflects the cost of shoreline property where wet-
lands upgrades are expected to take place, according to the DNR.  
      Kohler unveiled plans for the championship-level course in 2015, 
touting the unnamed site as its latest high-end golfing attraction.  
Kohler — which also owns and operates Blackwolf Run and Whis-
tling Straits just north of Sheboygan — has said that it will initially 
invest $25 million in the new course. Dirk Willis, group director of 
golf for Kohler, said:  
     “The DNR staff has put a lot of scrutiny into our application, and 
we are pleased that the wetland permit has been approved and that 
the project will continue moving forward. We remain committed to 
implementing a plan that will avoid, minimize and mitigate potential 
impacts from the public golf course ….” 
     In addition to the wetlands permit, Kohler will need other state 
approvals to manage storm water, the use of groundwater for irriga-
tion and potential impacts on endangered and threatened species.  
The DNR must also approve Kohler’s request for an easement of 5 
acres from Kohler-Andrae for the golf course.  
     The U.S. Army Corps also is reviewing the project for wetlands 
impacts and impact on historic artifacts. 
     Among the course’s potential impacts listed by the DNR:  
-- Groundwater levels could drop, depending on the amount of 
irrigation, and the region’s sandy soils could mean pesticides and 
fertilizer could leach into the groundwater and wash into the Black 
River and Lake Michigan.  
-- The natural scenic beauty of the view of the dunes from the lake 
may be lessened by tree removal and structure construction. 
-- Construction noise, dust and traffic congestion would be expected 
for two years, followed by higher levels of traffic and congestion at 
the park entrance, in addition to increased competition for overflow 
parking during peak times for visitors at the park and golf course 
special events. 
     The Friends of the Black River Forest are preparing for a legal 
challenge against the issuance of the final Environmental Impact 
Statement for the course, saying plans to fill 3.69 acres of wetland 
and other changes will alter the hydrology of a sensitive ecology. 
     “This site has been untouched for years and supports globally 
imperiled wetland complexes and wildlife habitat,” the group’s attor-
ney, Christa Westerberg said. “The DNR acknowledged this but still 
issued the wetland permit. Why?” 
     Natural Resources Board Chair Terry Hilgenberg said that he had 
received dozens of emails about the course, including many from 
opponents, but he said he had confidence that the golf course would 
be responsibly designed. 
     “Kohler does things right,” Hilgenberg said. “That gives me more 
confidence about it, but unfortunately until you see it you don’t 
know what it will be.” 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
This article was compiled from reports by Madison.com and the  
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.  The DNR has created a web page devoted 
to the Kohler proposal with links to many relevant documents: http://
dnr.wi.gov/topic/eia/kohler.htm   The Friends of the Black River Forest 
maintains a web site opposed to the project: http://www.friendsblack-
riverforest.org/index.html
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Observatory offers education about window collisions
By Chuck Hagner 
     Port Washington -- The number of birds 
killed in collisions with buildings in the 
United States is shockingly large. Research-
ers estimate that 599 million birds die in the 
United States after window collisions... every 
year.  
     To reduce Wisconsin’s contribution to 

that alarming total, the 
Western Great Lakes Bird 
and Bat Observatory in 2017 
launched an innovative 
outreach program targeted 
at architects, builders and 
other decision makers who 
are considering new build-
ings or building retrofits. 

     The goal: to raise awareness and imple-
mentation of strategies and materials that 
have been proved to prevent bird-window 
collisions.  
     Dr. Bryan Lenz, the observatory’s chief 
scientist, directed the program, which was 
funded by a grant from the C.D. Besadny 
Conservation Grant Program of the Natural 
Resources Foundation of Wisconsin (NRFW) 
and by a matching grant from Bird City 
Wisconsin.  
     Persuading designers and property own-
ers to construct and operate bird-friendly 
buildings presents a challenge, Lenz says, 
since most people are unaware there is a 
window-collision problem and addressing 
the problem means incurring expense.  
     Lenz, who is also the director of Bird City 
Wisconsin, tackled both challenges head-on, 
introducing prominent local organizations 
to the scale of the collisions problem, pre-
senting workable solutions, and consulting 
during the design process to achieve the 
best possible outcomes.  
         Among his successes: 
     -- Consulting with a senior-living com-

pany about ways to make a 
planned new office building 
bird-friendly.  
     -- Advising a construction 
firm on effective ways to pres-
ent bird-friendly designs to 
clients at the beginning of the 
design phase, when incor-
porating bird-safe strategies 
incurs the least cost.  
     -- Reviewing renderings 
of a university’s new science 
center to identify areas of 
reflective glass that could be 
replaced with fritted, bird-
friendly glass. 
     Perhaps his biggest success 
sprang from a partnership 
forged with the American 
Bird Conservancy, Bird City 
Wisconsin, and the Depart-
ment of Geography and School of Architec-
ture and Urban Planning at the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee.  
     The partnership is developing new 
products to study and alleviate window 
collisions, using decals to retrofit problem 
windows in the architecture building at 
UWM, and engaging in productive conver-
sations about how the group’s bird-saving 
efforts might be scaled up and expanded to 
other universities and the public. 
     The year-long project helped Lenz get 
his foot in the door with decision-makers, 
leaving him hopeful that the parties involved 
will be willing to consider bird-friendly 
design in the future.  
      “We started a number of new conversa-
tions -- some planned and some fortuitous,” 
he said, “and have been successful in getting 
building-design changes in place, with more 
hopefully to follow.”  
     “The lesson learned,” he says, “is that a 

carefully crafted approach and a good deal 
of persistence can really pay off when trying 
to convince others to spend time, effort and 
money to reduce window collisions.” 
     To learn how to make a new building or 
building retrofit bird-friendly, contact Lenz 
at director@birdcitywisconsin.org 
     The Western Great Lakes Bird and Bat 
Observatory (https://wglbbo.org/) is a 
research, education and conservation advo-
cacy organization. 
     The NRFW provides sustainable funding 
for Wisconsin’s most imperiled species and 
public lands, while helping citizens connect 
with the state’s unique natural places.  
      Its Besadny grants support projects in 
Wisconsin that promote the responsible 
stewardship of natural resources at the local 
level.  
     Bird City Wisconsin recognizes Wisconsin 
communities whose officials, businesses 
and citizens have come together to create 
healthy bird and human populations.     

The observatory has applied ABC Bird Tape (http://www.
collidescape.org/abc-birdtape) to a number of windows at 
Forest Beach Migratory Preserve. These windows had proven 
deadly to birds during both migration seasons. With the tape, 
bird mortality due to collisions appears to have been reduced 
to zero.

Midwest network seeks new ways to understand migration

Western Great Lakes Bird and Bat Observatory

     The annual meeting of the Midwest Migration Network (MMN) 
attracted more than 50 participants to the Western Great Lakes 
Bird and Bat Observatory offices for another successful exchange of 
research ideas and progress. 
     The MMN was formed in 2014 to coordinate the efforts of moni-
toring stations, research programs and others working to conserve 
the many landbirds that migrate annually through the Midwest.  
WGLBBO Director Bill Mueller and chief scientist Dr. Bryan Lenz 
serve on the network’s steering committee.  
     MMN members last assembled at Schlitz Audubon Nature Center 
in October 2016, at a workshop hosted as part of the State of Stop-
over Symposium.  
     This year’s one-day meeting at Forest Beach Migratory Preserve 
just north of Port Washington was attended by 41 experts from 

throughout the Great Lakes region, with a dozen more participating 
by phone.  
      They broke into three working groups to tackle MMN’s principal 
research initiatives: banding and ground surveys, radar and acoustic 
monitoring, and telemetry.  
     The Banding and Ground Surveys Working Group, led by 
Mark Shieldcastle, research director at Ohio’s Black Swamp Bird 
Observatory, discussed the steps required to establish a standard 
protocol for ground surveys, including training workshops and data-
entry issues and implementation.  
     The Radar and Acoustic Monitoring Working Group, led by 
Jeff Buler, associate professor of wildlife ecology at the University of 

Please turn to Page 10
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Keep Looking Up 
Wouldn’t you like handsome Wood Ducks 

 nesting on your property?
By Steve Petznick 
     Most conversations about Wood Ducks 
start off by acknowledging that the male 
Wood Duck in breeding plumage is one of 
North America’s most colorful birds. So how 
do you get these handsome devils to stay on 

your property? By giving 
the hens what they need 
for successful nesting. 
     In Wisconsin, Wood 
Ducks and Hooded 
Mergansers arrive within 
days after ice out. First 
the males and then the 
females shortly thereafter. 
Upon arrival the males 
check out available cavi-
ties. He then takes his mate 

to the various holes for further inspection 
until she makes the final selection.  The fe-
males have high nest affinity, meaning that if 
possible they will return to the same type of 
nest and even the very cavity in which they 
were hatched. 
     Correct habitat is also required. Being a 
puddle duck of forested areas, the nesting 
area ideally should be within a half mile of 
perennial warm weather water. It helps if 
you have mature trees in the area, especially 
oaks, since wood ducks love acorns. Wood 
Ducks walk around on larger limbs and 
roost in the branches come fall. 
     Wood Ducks are omnivores. They eat 
nuts, berries, seeds from grasses, sedges 
and shrubs, grains, aquatic vegetation and 
insects. Other requirements are loafing 
spots with logs or boulders for sunning and 
adequate low brushy cover close to or in the 
water for protecting the young. 
     If your land lacks natural cavities, don’t 
fret. Wood Ducks readily take to human-
made nest boxes. The type, location and 
positioning all play a role in success.   
     Here are some general observations from 
many years of data collected at the Mosquito 
Hill Nature Center in New London: 
     -- Wood Ducks prefer a wooden box over 
metal, while Hooded Mergansers don’t seem 
to have a preference. 
     -- For years people attached nest boxes 
high in the trees to replicate natural cavities. 
However, both Woodies and Hoodies readily 
use boxes mounted on poles or a post with 
the entrance a mere 6 feet above ground. A 
low box height makes monitoring and clean-
ing much safer and easier so children can be 
involved.   
     -- The box should face east if possible for 
morning sun; this also reduces the chances 

of rain or snow blowing into the entrance.  
     -- The hole should have an unobstructed 
flight path of at least 10 feet. This allows the 
bird easy access into the box.  
     -- Keep all other sturdy woody vegetation 
far enough away that mammals cannot make 
the “leap of faith” and gain access.  A metal 
predator guard is also highly recommended 
to help keep ground dwellers at bay.  
     -- Wood shavings placed 3 inches deep 
in the box for nesting material should be 
checked and replenished annually just be-
fore spring arrival to insure they are dry and 
fluffy. Harwood shavings are best, followed 
by cedar. Pine shavings can contain pitch 
that can matt a duck’s feathers. Sawdust 
should never be used. It packs down and 
when it gets wet it does not dry and so robs 
heat from the eggs.  
     -- Wood ducks are not bothered by traffic 
or people sounds and will nest near hu-
man dwellings. In fact a friend of mine had 
Woodies walk around on his deck and peer 
into his home. What a wonderful sight! The 
ducks do need to feel safe however. Pets and 
excessive yard usage should be kept to a 

minimum during the nesting period. 
    --If you decide to use metal nest boxes like 
the cone shaped ones, paint them lighter 
colors and mount them out of the sun as 
much as possible to avoid over-heating. 
Metal boxes do not insulate against heat or 
cold like cedar or pine boxes. 
     For more information on cavity nesting 
waterfowl, visit The Wood Duck Society web 
page www.woodducksociety.com  
     This national organization based out of 
Minnesota produces three newsletters a 
year. The membership fee is $20 a year and 
is well worth it. I have found the Wood Duck 
Newsgrams very informative. Look for their 
best management practices guidelines for 
more details.  
     If all goes well, you can enjoy watching 
ducklings take their leap of faith as they fol-
low mom to the safety of their watering hole.  
--------------------------------------------------------- 
Steve Petznick  is a naturalist at Mosqui-
to Hill Nature Center in New London where he 
has monitored cavity-nesting waterfowl for 
over 25 years and given various public talks 
on Wood Duck management.

Steve Petznick



The Badger Birder                                                                            9                                                                                       February 2018          

Rare Birds

Tufted Duck would be 1st state record
By Mark Korducki 
     January was a month that began with bitter temperatures that 
quickly moderated and saw some balmy days in the 50s. A few big 
snows fell on the northern half of the state and one hit the southeast 
corner. Birding was fairly quiet but a few rarities were reported.  
     A male Tufted Duck was found in Red Wing, Minn. Fortunately 
the main channel of the Mississippi River is quite narrow here and 
the bird was observed swimming or flying across the border into 
Wisconsin on at least two occasions. This bird proved to be very in-
consistent in its appearances and was missed by many birders who 
searched for it. If accepted, it would be a first state record for both 
Minnesota and Wisconsin.  
     There has been a small invasion of Boreal Owls into Minnesota 
this winter. A few individuals wandered into Wisconsin. One was 
photographed in Douglas and another was found dead in Bayfield. 
This is a bird to watch for, especially if snowfall increases in the 
northwest, making it harder for the owls to find food and forc-
ing them to hunt during the daytime. Snowy Owl numbers have 
increased recently and have included a few adult birds. 
     A Northern Mockingbird was an excellent find in a backyard 

in Washington County and was observed on a few occasions.  
      A Varied Thrush is frequenting a Door County feeder.  A Yel-
low-breasted Chat was found freshly killed in Manitowoc County 
in the middle of the month. This neotropical migrant is fairly hardy 
and some individuals have overwintered on the east coast.  
     The Harris’s Sparrow continued at a feeder in Dodge County, 
while the Townsend’s Solitaire at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison Arboretum also has lingered and has been enjoyed by 
many. Another individual was found in Brown County.  
     Red Crossbills continue to be found in good numbers across 
the state and a few White-winged Crossbills have also been re-
ported. Common Redpoll numbers have been increasing and many 
have enjoyed them at feeders throughout much of Wisconsin. A few 
Hoary Redpolls also have been reported.  
     The daylight continues to increase and the recent mild tem-
peratures are bringing thoughts of spring. A few Greater White-
fronted Geese were reported in Dane County along with a Ross’s 
Goose. These might be early migrants. Soon the dawn chorus will 
begin. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
In addition to compiling this monthly report, Mark Korducki 
coordinates Wisconsin’s 92 Breeding Bird Survey routes.

                                                                                                          Photo by Chris West 
This Tufted Duck was seen from the Pierce County side of the Missis-
sippi River and would be a first state record if accepted.

                                                                                                 Photo by Jeremy Meyer 
This Townsend’s Solitaire has been seen by many Wisconsin birders 
feeding on juniper berries at the UW-Madison Arboretum.

Migratory Bird Treaty Act rollback sparks outrage
High Country News 
      The Trump administration’s environmen-
tal rollbacks have sparked a lot of outrage. 
But one recent action by the Interior Depart-
ment drew unprecedented protest from a 
bipartisan group of top officials who go all 
the way back to the Nixon administration: a 
new legal opinion that attempts to legalize 
the unintentional killing of most migratory 
birds. 
     Under the new interpretation, the Migra-
tory Bird Treaty Act forbids only intentional 
killing – such as hunting or killing birds to 
get their feathers – without a permit. The 
administration will no longer apply the act 
to industries that inadvertently kill a lot of 
birds through oil drilling, wind power and 
communications towers. Critics fear that 
these industries might now end the bird-
friendly practices that save large numbers 

of birds. 
     A letter sent by 17 former wildlife officials 
on Jan. 10 urges Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke to suspend the “ill-conceived” opinion, 
saying it makes it nearly impossible to en-
force a 100-year-old law protecting migra-
tory birds. The former officials’ message is 
clear: The Trump team’s assault on environ-
mental regulations is not just the normal 
pendulum swing between Democratic and 
Republican administrations. Rather, Trump’s 
rollbacks are attacking fundamental prin-
ciples of conservation supported by both 
Republican and Democratic administrations 
for many decades. 
      The 1918 Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
makes it illegal to kill birds without permis-
sion, though hunters can obtain permits. 
For decades, the threat of prosecution gave 
industries that unintentionally kill a lot of 

birds an incentive to collaborate with the 
federal government on minimizing bird 
deaths. For instance, hundreds of thousands 
of birds die each year from getting poisoned 
or trapped in the toxic muck of drilling 
companies’ wastewater pits. To remedy this, 
oil and gas companies can store the waste 
in closed tanks or put nets over their pits to 
limit the number of deaths. 
     At communications towers, neotropical 
songbirds, are attracted to the steady red 
lights that warn pilots, and as a result mil-
lions are killed each year. So the industry, 
working with several government agencies, 
figured out that flashing lights — which 
don’t attract birds — are just as good at 
preventing airplane collisions. It’s a cheap 
fix, because the towers already have strobe 
lights; they just have to turn off the steady 
ones.
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Found in Our Archives 
This wooden box has a storied history 

 for bird banding in Southeast Wisconsin
      WSO Historian Nancy Nabak maintains the Wisconsin Society 
for Ornithology’s Archives, housed at the Cofrin Center for Biodiversity 
at UW-Green Bay, and offers us a frequent  look at something Found in 
Our Archives.   
      This month’s “something” was a holding box for birds used by the 
late Prof. Charles M. (Chuck) Weise that was donated to the Archives 
last November by Vicki Piaskowski, formerly the Milwaukee 
County Zoological Society’s international coordinator for Birds With-
out Borders – Aves Sin Fronteras. Many members of the state’s birding 
community studied with Weise and have worked with or participated 
in bird banding work led by Piaskowski. Here is Vicki's  description of 
this important new addition to the Archives.  
 
     This wooden holding box contains many screened compart-
ments. It was used by the late Dr. Charles M. Weise, a professor in 
the Biological Sciences Department at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee. He conducted ornithological research, which included 
bird banding, at the UWM Field Station in Saukville from 1967 until 
his death in 1997.  
     Birds were captured with either mist nets or ground traps de-
pending on the season, placed in individual soft cloth socks or bags 
and brought back to the Field Station lab building. Here they were 
outfitted with aluminum leg bands, examined to determine their 
species, age, sex and physiological condition and then released. Each 
bird received a uniquely numbered band, and this data was reported 
to the USGS Bird Banding Laboratory.  
      If a large number of birds were captured, they were removed 
from the sock or bag and placed in one of the compartments in the 
holding box, which provided a safe and quiet place for them to rest. 
It was quite easy to reach in and carefully remove an individual bird 
for banding. The holding box compartments also were used if birds 
appeared to be stressed and needed to spend time in a quiet place to 
rest before being released back into the wild. (In a good banding op-
eration like Dr. Weise’s, the number of stressed birds was very low.) 
     Although the box had a handle that could be used for transport-
ing it, Dr. Weise used it mainly in the lab building. If you look at the 
box and the compartments you can tell that it was well-used, as it 
contains a considerable amount of “whitewash” stain that could not 
be removed with two good washings with soap and bleach! 
     These boxes are rarely used in present-day banding operations. 
The main reason is that it is hard to sanitize the wooden boxes in 
order to reduce the risk of disease transmission between individual 
birds. Now, birds are held in the clean, soft cloth bags in which they 
are placed after being removed from mist nets or traps until they can 

be banded and examined. If, on rare occasions, a bird seems stressed, 
it is placed in a special “hospital box” until it can be safely released.            
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                        
Editor’s Note: A similar holding box can be seen by visitors to the Cox 
Nature Center at WSO’s Honey Creek Preserve, where banding opera-
tions have taken place for many decades. Banding led by UW-Madison 
Prof. Anna Pidgeon will take place there as part of the Honey Creek 
Birdathon/Bandathon on Sunday May 13.

This wooden holding box with many screened compartments was 
used by the late Dr. Charles M. Weise, professor at the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, who banded many birds at the UWM Field 
Station in Saukville over the span of three decades.

Delaware, heard updates on current proj-
ects, explored advances in aero-ecological 
studies, and had a lively discussion about 
aerial habitats and the feasibility of identify-
ing priority airspaces used by birds.  
     Members of the Telemetry Working 
Group, led by Chris Tonra, assistant profes-
sor of avian wildlife ecology at Ohio State 
University, worked to facilitate coordination 
among current and future operators of an 
innovative new wildlife-tracking technology 
called Motus.  

     Motus is a semi-permanent network 
of tower-mounted receivers that allow 
researchers to track the movement of birds 
and other animals equipped with small 
radio-transmitter tags.  Over 350 Motus 
receivers are gathering data today. Most are 
located along the East Coast and in southern 
Ontario, between Lakes Huron and Erie.   
      Stations dot the western edge of Lake 
Erie, and a single tower stands on the shore 
of Lake Superior at Whitefish Point, on 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.  There are no 
other stations in the western Great Lakes 

region, leaving an opportunity for expansion 
of both the Motus network and the MMN.  
     The day’s discussions left Mueller encour-
aged.  “The Midwest Migration Network is 
poised to help coordinate and initiate impor-
tant monitoring and research that can help 
us understand songbird migration in new 
ways, in turn leading to improved conserva-
tion outcomes for those birds,” he said. 
     More information about the Midwest 
Migration Network is at http://midwest-
birdmonitoring.ning.com/group/mwland-
birdmigration

Motus towers will help participants better understand migration
From Page 7
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Field Trip

Buena Vista field trip finds 7 Snowies, including ‘Bancroft’!
By Tom Schultz 
 WSO Field Trips co-chair 
     This year’s field trip attendees 
gathered at the Buena Vista Grass-
lands kiosk along CR-W around 8 a.m. 
on Saturday, Jan. 27. The weather 
was unusually mild, with a starting 
temperature of about 30 degrees. The 
sky was partly cloudy, the winds were 
light to moderate, and there was very 
little snow on the ground. We had no 
trouble with snowdrifts and impas-
sible roads this year, although there 
were some very slippery ice patches in 
places. 
     From the kiosk we headed east on 
W, spotting crows and American Tree 
Sparrows along the way.  
      Our first stop was in the vicinity of 
a Snowy Owl, which we found on the 
ground north of the highway. Another 
individual was then spotted at the 
same location. Initially it was up in a 
roadside tree, and then it flew back to 
perch on a big irrigator. We were able 
to determine that this one was carry-
ing a backpack transmitter, and was likely 
the WSO-sponsored bird, “Bancroft,” trapped 
and tagged in that area of Portage County 
earlier in the month. 
     From there we turned left on Taft Rd., 
heading north, and soon spotted another 
Snowy out in the field to the west. While 
we were observing it, TWO MORE Snowy 
Owls were spotted in the same area!  
      One was perched atop a distant snow-
drift, the other sitting on the tire of another 
irrigator. A little ways further north we had 
a nice flock of Snow Buntings fly over, and 
then we watched them swoop down over a 

large ag field. A couple of Horned Larks 
also were present. 
     A turn to the west took us along Lake Rd., 
where we spotted another Snowy Owl, as 
well as a nice flock of about 35 Common 
Redpolls that kept moving ahead of us. 
Reaching Townline Rd., we turned south. 
       A little way past Highway W we encoun-
tered another Snowy Owl (our seventh for 
the day!), and also a Rough-legged Hawk. 
       The feeders further south were unfortu-
nately largely empty, so we didn’t see much 
but chickadees there. Our route then took 
us west on Tower Ave. to Highway 73, which 
we took northwest toward Nekoosa -– a city 

that borders the Wisconsin River. 
Several crows and a Common Ra-
ven were spotted along the way. 
     We continued on to the 
Babcock area of Wood County 
and then followed Ball Rd. to the 
west, along the southern border 
of the Sandhill Wildlife Area. 
Along that stretch we spotted 
Rough-legged Hawks and a 
Bald Eagle, but the wetlands 
and forests there seemed largely 
birdless. Turning south along the 
Wood-Jackson County line on 
Cranberry Road we soon spotted 
another Rough-legged Hawk. 
     When we reached N. Bear Bluff 
Rd., we turned west, and took it 
to Deer Island Rd. Shortly after 
we rounded that corner we spot-
ted a Ruffed Grouse along the 

left edge of the road. Cars in the back had 
trouble seeing it, and as we tried to move up 
the bird moved off into the forest and then 
took off.  
     Out among the cranberry bogs we 
stopped to scan Bear Bluff for a possible 
Golden Eagle, without success, so we 
decided to turn west on E. Bear Bluff Rd., 
and drive right past the bluff. Just beyond it 
we stopped for about 30 minutes and waited 
(some eating our lunches) while we scanned 
again for a Golden Eagle, but again we 
were unsuccessful. 
     Further down this somewhat snowy and 
rutted road we turned left on Goodyear Rd. 
and headed to the southeast. This area also 
seemed largely birdless, although we did 
have a couple of Wild Turkeys cross the 
road in front of us.  
      From there it was on to Mather, then 
south on H to and beyond Highway 21 – to 
visit some feeders along 2nd Ave. Unfortu-
nately, we found the feeders there also were 
empty, so we continued on to Necedah in 
Juneau County, and after a rest stop it was 
on to our final stop at Petenwell Dam on the 
Wisconsin River.  
     At the dam we counted about nine Bald 
Eagles, with many perched on the trees 
along the river, and some flying about from 
time to time.  
      While we watched, one of them swooped 
down and caught a fish! 
     Thanks to Jeff Baughman for co-lead-
ing this trip, and to all who participated on 
this mild and sunny winter outing.

                                                                                Photo by Tom Schultz 
Along Deer Island Rd.  in Jackson County the trip spotted a 
Ruffed Grouse along the edge of the road.

                                                                                                                                                                   Photo by Myles Hurlburt 
Field trip participants got to actually see their membership dues in action when they encountered 
Bancroft, the Snowy Owl trapped and banded by Project SNOWstorm on whose back is mounted a 
WSO-funded cellular tracking device. 
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Field Trip

Winter puts a chill on lakefront field trip 
By Tom Schultz 
 WSO Field Trips Co-chair 
     As expected, the temperature was bitterly cold (starting at 2 
degrees), just as it had been for the previous several weeks. Partici-
pants started gathering at South Shore Yacht Club a little before 8 
a.m. and many took the time to add a layer or two of warmer insula-
tion before joining the group.  
      The attendance on Jan. 6 was greatly limited by the cold condi-
tions, and there were only about a dozen hardy souls who showed 
up. (We found out later that there was also a nice-sized group of 
birders headed our way from Green Bay, but unfortunately they ar-
rived too late to join us.)  
     The early morning sky was sunny, but the sunshine didn’t seem to 
add any warmth! The moderate wind was out of the northwest, so 
we were somewhat protected from additional wind chill. Much of the 
harbor was iced over, but there were some pockets of open water– 
and the ones near the marina were mainly filled with frosty-looking 
Canada Geese and a few Mallards. 
      Just to the south there were larger patches of open water, but the 
rising sun made it nearly impossible to see anything that was in that 
direction – so we left the park about 8:15 to head down toward the 
Texas Ave. overlook. 
     From that vantage point we could see a decent number of ducks 
in the harbor (or in the harbor entrance), where some of the water 
was open. Most were Common Goldeneye (of which there were 
several hundred), but there were also several other species mixed in 
– including Greater Scaup, Red-breasted and Common Mergan-
sers, and a few scoters! All had white spots on their faces, and with 
closer scrutiny we were able to identify one as a White-winged and 
the other two as Surf Scoters.  
      Also spotted was a Snowy Owl, perched on an ice cake. At one 
point we watched it fly before it returned to perhaps the same perch 
on the ice. 
     From there we headed north, with a brief stop near the Discovery 
Center to check on another group of waterfowl – which again was 
mostly comprised of Common Goldeneye. Then it was on to the 
rugby field near North Point. There was open water offshore, but 
also lots of floating slush and ice chunks. There were hundreds of 
ducks (again, mainly Goldeneye) in view, but most of them were 
quite a ways out. 

     As we were getting ready to head further north we had a couple 
of suggestions from attendees. Carl Schwartz invited us to his home 
in Fox Point to check out his feeders, where he’d had Common 
Redpolls and Pine Siskins visiting his feeders regularly. We took 
his suggestion and made a short visit there – where we found siskins 
and a number of other birds, but unfortunately no redpolls. 
     The other suggestion was to stop at Schlitz Audubon Center, to 
check for the Eastern Screech-Owl that has been regularly pres-
ent in a roost hole. Fortunately, the day’s sunshine caused the owl to 
be sunning itself in its regular spot, and we had a great view of this 
well-camouflaged bird. 
     Our next stop was Port Washington, where we first stopped at 
Coal Dock Park. There was lots of open water there on the south side 
of the marina, and thousands of ducks, geese and gulls were present. 
Interesting ducks included Redhead, Ruddy, and a lone Long-
tailed, and an adult Great Black-backed Gull was soon spotted. 
Shortly after that an adult Lesser Black-backed Gull was found, 
and we had good looks as it flew not far away, and an adult Glau-
cous Gull also was present. 
     Several of us walked out to the (mostly frozen) pool at the east 
end of the canal, and we found a couple more Glaucous Gulls and 
two more Great Black-backed Gulls sitting or standing on the 
ice. A few Lesser Scaup also were observed, along with a big flock 
of Common Mergansers on the lake (roughly 1,500), just off the 
eastern end of the south breakwater.  
      Returning to our cars, we drove over to the north side of the ma-
rina, where many more Canada Geese were also present, with a few 
ducks mixed in among them. 
     Our final stop of the day was at Sheboygan’s marina, but unfortu-
nately there was much more ice there, so there weren’t many ducks 
or gulls present.  
      From North Point, except for 100-200 yards of open water 
near the shore, there was nothing but a sea of floating slush and 
ice chunks extending out as far as one could see. By this point the 
temperature had “warmed up” to about 14 degrees, but any time you 
were out in the wind it certainly felt much colder! 
     Thanks to the group of hardy folks who participated in the field 
trip, and to Jeff Baughman for co-leading this chilling event. We 
had a number of nice highlights for the day, and wrapped up about 
1:45 p.m.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Photo by Tom Schultz 
Much of the harbor at the South Shore Yacht Club in Milwaukee was iced over, but pockets of open water near the marina were filled with frosty-
looking Canada Geese and a few Mallards.
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Field Trip

        The weather was cold but WSO’s annual lakefront field trip, 
ranging from Milwaukee north to Sheboygan, yielded an interesting 
list of birds. Some highlights through the lens of co-trip-leader Tom 
Schultz:  
      A Snowy Owl was found perched on an ice cake just off the 
Milwaukee Harbor breakwater. A stop at the Schlitz Audubon Nature 
Center turned up an Eastern Screech-Owl sunning itself in a roost 
hole.  
      At Port Washington’s Coal Dock Park, thousands of ducks, geese 
and gulls were present, including a lone Long-tailed Duck, an adult 
Glaucous Gull, a Red-breasted Merganser and a Lesser Scaup 
accompanying a pair of Greater Scaup.

Winter on Lake Michigan shore
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Bird of the Month 

Boreal Chickadee: Poecile hudsonicus
By Diana Hierlmeier   
      Noted for its tameness and ability to live near human habitation, 
the Boreal Chickadee can be easily distinguished from other chicka-
dee species by its general brownish coloration. 
      These birds have gray-brown upperparts with a brown cap and 

grayish wings and tail; their face is mainly gray 
with white on the sides.   Their underparts are 
white with brown on the flanks and a black throat. 
They have a short, dark bill, short wings and a long, 
notched tail.  Average length is 5.5 inches, with a 
wingspan of 8.25 inches and weighing around 0.35 
ounces. 
       The Boreal Chickadee spends most of its time in   
the interior of dense spruces, coming less readily to 
the tips of branches, and consequently is much less 
easily observed.   
        It is often in the company of Golden-crowned 

and Ruby-crowned Kinglets, which can alert careful observers to 
check the flocks for these chickadees.  
      A permanent resident of boreal forests, this bird occurs almost 
entirely in coniferous forests, but can be found to a lesser extent in 
mixed woodlands.  
      The forest habitats utilized by the Boreal Chickadee are often wet, 
or at high elevations, generally composed of spruce and balsam fir. 
The northern limits of the bird’s range coincide with the northern 
limit of the white spruce.  
      The Boreal Chickadee nests in cavities in either live or dead trees 
and will occupy former woodpecker nest holes or natural openings. 
The female does most of any needed construction, often looking for 
a snag with a hard outer layer and soft inner heartwood that permits 
easy excavation. The cavity nest is lined with moss, hair, strips of 
bark, feathers and soft plant material.  
      The average clutch size ranges from four to nine eggs. The female 
incubates the eggs for 14 to 18 days during which time the male sup-
plies her with food. The young are fed by both parents and remain 
with their parents for about two weeks after fledging.   
      Flocks of these birds seem to form as soon as the young have 
fledged and continue throughout the non-breeding season. Occasion-
ally these flocks will mix with kinglets, other chickadee species, vari-
ous warblers, Red-breasted Nuthatches and White-winged Crossbills. 
      Boreal Chickadees feed predominantly on tree-inhabiting insects, 
pupae and eggs, including larvae, moths, beetles, caterpillars and spi-
ders.   They tend to be omnivorous and opportunistic, supplementing 
their diet with conifer seeds and occasionally fruit. Most of their for-
aging occurs in the middle and upper forest canopy. Food items are 
gathered from the trunk and branches through gleaning, by hanging 
head down or by hovering. 
      Like most chickadees, the Boreal hides food regularly. Such stor-
age is probably vital for winter survival in a harsh environment.  
      An analysis of the items they cache found seeds from spruce trees 
and insect larvae, all secured in place by the bird’s salvia and some-
times with web material from spiders and insect cocoons. Sometimes 
the stored items are covered by a piece of bark, lichen or a spruce 
needle, and always well above the typical snow line.  
      Vocalizations consist of a short and warbled song, a drawling 
“chick-a-dee-dee-dee” or “chick-chee-day-day”. They also emit a 
“gargle” song, and low-amplitude “chirp” calls are made when one 
birds approaches another. A “crackle” call is heard in the nest hole 
when the male delivers food to the female.  
      The Boreal Chickadee has a flight pattern consisting of weak, 
fluttering, short flights on rapidly beating wings.  When in flight, this 

bird alternates pulling wings to its body with several quick, shallow 
strokes. 
      These birds are generally non-migratory and remain in their 
breeding range year-round. Occasionally there are short-distance 
irruptive migrations in parts of their range. These southward move-
ments are thought to be in response to food shortages.  
      In certain mountain regions, the chickadees may descend to lower 
elevation to seek food.  Currently, the U.S. Conservation Status for this 
species is Least Concern. In Wisconsin, however, the Boreal is listed 
as Special Concern. 
      The oldest recorded Boreal Chickadee was at least five years, four 
months old when it was recaptured and re-released during band-
ing in Nova Scotia.  A group of chickadees is collectively known as a 
“banditry” or a “dissimulation” of chickadees.  
 
TO DIG MORE DEEPLY: 
Bent, Arthur C. Life Histories of North American Jays, Crows and Tit-
mice, Part II. Dover, New York, N.Y., 1964. 
Dunn, John L. and Jonathan Alderfer, National Geographic Field 
Guide of Birds of North America, National Geographic Society, Sixth 
Edition. 
National Audubon Society, The Sibley Guide to Bird Life and Behav-
ior, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, N.Y., 2001. 
Robbins, Jr. S.D. Wisconsin Bird Life: Population and Distribution, Past 
and Present, University of Wisconsin-Madison Press, 1991. 
Terres, John K., The Audubon Society Encyclopedia of North American 
Birds, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, N.Y., 1980. 
Welty, Joseph Carl., The Life of Birds, Saunders College Publishing, 
New York, N.Y., 1982. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Diana Hierlmeier, her husband, two dogs and an indoor cat enjoy 
an acre of farmland in Random Lake that is a certified Wildlife Habitat 
and an Advanced Bird Habitat through the National Wildlife Federa-
tion.

                                                                                                  Wikimedia Commons

Diana Hierlmeier  
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Birding clubs in Wisconsin 

Hunt Hill Sanctuary is a nature and environmental 
learning center with great camping facilities

The Badger Birder is offering an occasional look at organized birding 
groups in Wisconsin. This month we turn our attention to the Hunt Hill 
Audubon Sanctuary in Sarona. This report was put together by Katie 
Connolly, the sanctuary’s program director.  
 
Tell us about the history of your club. 
     In the early 1900s, Arthur Andrews, a grain merchant from Min-
neapolis, bought some forest land in northern Wisconsin for a family 
retreat. It was named “Hunt Hill” after his wife’s family name. Today 
the property includes nearly 600 acres, with 10 miles of hiking trails, 
restored native prairie, a residential camp for up to 80 campers, and 
the two original Andrews family cabins. 
     The family were strong supporters of the fledgling environmental 
movement, and daughter Frances developed a deep affection for 
wilderness, and especially for Hunt Hill.  
      They worked with Aldo Leopold, Ernest Oberholtzer (“Father 
of the Boundary Waters”), Roger Tory Peterson, Owen Gromme 
and other conservationists. Frances decided to donate Hunt Hill to 
the National Audubon Society (NAS) for use as a nature education 
center. The Audubon Camp of Wisconsin opened in 1955. Frances 
died in 1961. 
       In 1986, with only 200 adult campers a year, NAS closed the 
camp. Rumors of a sale to developers motivated a group of Twin 
Cities and northern Wisconsin supporters to save the camp. In 1989, 
after incorporating as a non-profit, the Friends of Hunt Hill Audubon 
Sanctuary secured a no-cost lease to reopen the camp under local 
direction. A broader environmental focus shifted to families, day 
camps for youth, and current environmental issues. Program atten-
dance grew and now exceeds 4,000 annually. 
      In January 2017, NAS turned ownership of the property over to 
the friends group. 
 
What are its activities? 
      Hunt Hill is a nature preserve and learning center, dedicated to 
fostering understanding, appreciation and protection of the environ-
ment. Programs throughout the year include day camps for youth 
ages 5-12; residential camps; Birds and Beer, a once monthly social 
gathering at area restaurants and taverns that features a regional 
expert to speak on a bird themed topic; school field trips at the sanc-
tuary; Woodland Forums for private landowners, featuring topics 
on wildlife and forestry management; Wisconsin Master Naturalist 
Training; naturalist-led hikes. 
     We also rent out our facilities to organizations for overnight 
camps, day use, retreats and conferences. If another birding club or 
group is looking for a great meeting place, overnight accommoda-
tions for a field trip, we have 80 beds, a full kitchen and dining hall. 
 
Who leads the organization? 
      Our nonprofit is led by a volunteer board of directors. 
 
Why would someone want to join?  
      We are passionate in connecting people to people to nature 
through a variety of year-round programs, and our 600 acre sanctu-
ary. Our 13 miles of trails are open to the public. We encourage 
people to support our efforts by joining as a member. Visit www.
hunthill.org, call us at 715-635-6543, or email info@hunthill.org to 
learn more  
 

How about meetings 
and field trips?  
      We have many 
programs scheduled for 
2018, Visit www.hunthill.
org to view our 2018 Pro-
gram Guide, or contact us 
to mail you a paper copy. 
 
Birds and Beer 
Thursday, Feb. 8 
Love Birds 
Tagalong Golf Course, 
Birchwood 
Registration at 5:30 
p.m., program at 6 p.m.  
      Speaker is Ryan Maga-
na, DNR regional ecolo-
gist. Singing, dancing, 
booming, strutting and 
cartwheeling: Birds have 
some of the most colorful 
and expressive court-
ship rituals in the animal 
kingdom! Discover the 
wide range of displays 
that birds employ in 
order to pass on their genes and ensure the vitality of their species. 
Fee: $10/person in advance, $15 at door 
 
Carnivore Tracking 
Saturday, Feb. 10, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
      Learn how to identify tracks and other animal signs with wildlife 
biologists Adrian Wydevan and Sarah Boles. Participants will learn 
the basics of tracking carnivores of Northern Wisconsin, including 
track, gait and scat identification. With conditions permitting, we 
will explore some of the trails around Hunt Hill to practice our track-
ing skills. Please bring a bag lunch, notebook, and ruler. Registration 
is required by Feb. 5. 
Fee:  Hunt Hill Members: $35/person; others $40

This Yellow Warbler was mist-netted and 
banded as part of Bird Camp at Hunt Hill 
Audubon Sanctuary. Young campers also 
got a close look at a number of native 
plants.
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From The Wing Beat, newsletter  
of the Horicon Marsh Bird Club 
     Over the past century, waterfowl hunters 
have helped create and conserve millions of 
acres of wetland habitat, not only provid-
ing places for a wide diversity of wildlife 
to thrive, but also helping in flood control 
and water purification efforts, and creating 
significant economic stimulus for rural com-
munities. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
is proposing to celebrate hunters’ remark-
able achievements and America’s hunting 
heritage with a change to the 2018 Federal 
Migratory Bird Conservation Stamp, com-
monly known as the Duck Stamp. 
     The Federal Duck Stamp Program has be-
come one of the most popular and success-
ful conservation programs ever initiated. 
While waterfowl hunters 16 years of age or 

older are required to purchase a stamp each 
hunting season, anyone can buy one and 
contribute to conservation.  
     Some 1.8 million stamps are sold each 
year, and as of 2017, Federal Duck Stamps 
have generated more than $1 billion for the 
preservation of more than 6 million acres of 

waterfowl habitat in the United States.  
     A current Federal Duck Stamp is also a 
free pass into any national wildlife refuge 
that charges an entry fee. 
     Each year, the USFWS holds the only 
juried art competition sponsored by the fed-
eral government.      The proposed change 
would require entries in the 2018 contest to 
include one or more visual element that re-
flect the theme “Celebrating Our Waterfowl 
Hunting Heritage.”  
      They must also adhere to existing con-
test regulations that require a live portrayal 
of one or more of the five eligible waterfowl 
species (Wood Duck, American Wigeon, 
Northern Pintail, Green-winged Teal and 
Lesser Scaup for 2018) as the dominant 
foreground feature that is clearly the focus 
of attention.

Changes proposed for 2018 ‘Duck’ Stamp contest

Key insecticide may cause songbirds to lose sense of direction
The Guardian 
     The world’s most widely used insecticide may cause migrating 
songbirds to lose their sense of direction and suffer drastic weight 
loss, according to new research. 
     The work is significant because it is the first direct evidence that 
neonicotinoids can harm songbirds and their migration, and it adds 
to small but growing research suggesting the pesticides may damage 
wildlife far beyond bees and other insects. 
     Farmland birds have declined drastically in North America and 
Europe in recent decades and pesticides have long been suspected 
as playing a role. The first evidence for a link came in 2014 when 
a study in The Netherlands found that bird populations fell most 
sharply in the areas where neonicotinoid pollution was highest, with 
starlings, Tree Sparrows and swallows among the most affected. 
        Three neonicotinoids were banned from use on flowering crops 
in the European Union in 2013 due to unacceptable risks to bees 
and other pollinators and a total outdoor ban is being considered. 

Canada is also considering a total ban. Neonicotinoids now pollute 
the environment across the world and pressure is growing to slash 
pesticide use, which research shows would not reduce food produc-
tion on almost all farms. 
     The new research, published in the peer-reviewed journal Scien-
tific Reports, analyzed the effect of the neonicotinoid imidacloprid on 
White-crowned Sparrows that migrate from the southern U.S. and 
Mexico to northern Canada in summer. 
     Birds were given doses equivalent to less than a single corn seed and 
within hours became weak, developed stomach problems and stopped 
eating. They quickly lost 17-25% of their weight, depending on the dose, 
and were unable to identify the northward direction of their migration.  
     Neonicotinoids are usually applied to seeds, so they can permeate 
the entire plant, and another new study shows that birds and other 
animals do eat spilled seeds. Morrissey said seed sowing coincides 
perfectly with when birds are migrating north, exposing them to 
harm. 

Make sure to submit your 2017 birding totals
By Bob Domagalski 
      It is the start of a new birding year and, thus, it is that time again 
to share your birding numbers from the year just past.  
     For those who wish to do so, the WSO will again be publishing in 
The Badger Birder your totals from 2017. You do not need to be a 
member of the WSO to participate. Any birder who meets the thresh-
old numbers is welcomed to submit. To do so, fill out the form on 
Page 17 of this issue (the back side is a mailing label) and fold it in 
thirds, tape the edges, apply a standard rate stamp and mail.  
     Several changes from past years: The American Birding Associa-
tion Checklist now includes Hawaii in the ABA Area that is being 
used in WSO’s report. Thus all birders can now include 105 listed 
Hawaiian species within their ABA totals.  Also added were four 
vagrants accepted by the Checklist Committee: Common Shelduck, 
Amethyst-throated Hummingbird, Pine Flycatcher and Cuban Vireo, 
as well as one added (Cassia Crossbill) and one subtracted (Thayer’s 
Gull lumped with the Iceland Gull) based on AOS taxonomic deci-
sions. If you have both gull species on a national, state or county list, 
you should condense that list by one species.  

     Also, since such species as Chukar, Great Tit and European 
Goldfinch are not yet recognized as valid species in Wisconsin, they 
should not be included in your totals. 
     The categories are:  
2017 Wisconsin Year Total (threshold 200)  
Wisconsin Life Total (threshold 200)  
ABA Area Life Total (threshold 400) -The current ABA Checklist 
delineation of the ABA Area will be used.  (See the form for details.) 
Participation in submitting this total is limited to those who have a 
claim to at least part- time residence in Wisconsin. 
2017 BIGBY Total (sometimes called a Green Year) with a threshold 
of 100.  This number is the total of species seen by selecting a center 
point (most likely your residence) and then noting all the birds 
found when walking, biking, canoeing, etc. from this central location. 
Any species found with the aid of motorized transportation is not 
countable. 
County Life Totals (threshold 125). For any county in which one has 
found 125 or more species, enter the name of the county followed by 
the number of species found.
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WSO TOTALS FORM 
Deadline:  March 1, 2018

Name____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2017 Wisconsin Year Total: (threshold 200)________________________________________________________________________ 
Wisconsin Life Total: (threshold 200) ________________________________________________________________________________ 
ABA Area Life Total: (threshold 400) __________________________________________________________________________________ 
The ABA Checklist delineation of the “ABA Area” will be used. This now encompasses “All 50 U.S. states, Canada, the French islands of St. Pierre et Miquelon, the 
adjacent waters to a distance of 200 nautical miles from land or half the distance to a neighboring country, whichever is less. Excluded by these boundaries are 
Bermuda, the Bahamas and Greenland. (See http://listing.aba.org/aba-checklist/  Version 8.0.1 ( November 2017) is downloadable in PDF, XLS and CSV formats 
and includes105 species added due to inclusion of Hawaii in the ABA Area; 33 of these species are ABA Rarity Code 6.  Participation in submitting this total is lim-
ited to those who have a claim to being residents of Wisconsin.  
2017 BIGBY Total: (threshold 100) ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
BIGBY= Big Green Big Year. This number is the total of all the species seen by selecting a center point (most likely your residence) and then noting all the birds  
found when walking, biking, canoeing, etc. from this central location. Any species found with the aid of a motorized form of transportation are not countable.  
County Life Totals (threshold 125) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 
After each county for which you want to enter a county life total,  

please enter total on line provided:

Adams    
Ashland    
Barron     
Bayfield     
Brown     
Buffalo    
Burnett     
Calumet     
Chippewa    
Clark  __  
Columbia    
Crawford    
Dane _  
Dodge  
Door  
Douglas     
Dunn       
Eau Claire        
Florence   
Fond du Lac         
Forest  
Grant   
Green  
Green  Lake       
Iowa      
Iron   

Jackson      
Jefferson    
Juneau     
Kenosha     
Kewaunee     
La Crosse         
Lafayette     
Langlade    
Lincoln    
Manitowoc     
Marathon     
Marinette     
Marquette    
Menominee    
Milwaukee    
Monroe    
Oconto    
Oneida    
Outagamie     
Ozaukee     
Pepin  
Pierce      
Polk   
Portage     
Price  
Racine    

Richland    
Rock       
Rusk    
St. Croix       
Sauk   
Sawyer       
Shawano   
Sheboygan  
Taylor  
Trempealeau    
Vernon     
Vilas  
Walworth    
Washburn    
Washington    
Waukesha    
Waupaca    
Waushara    
Winnebago    
Wood      

Fold and send to: 
Bob Domagalski 

P.O. Box 296 
St. Nazianz, WI  54232 

(see reverse)
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Fold in thirds, exposing return address.

CLOSE WITH TAPE.

Attach correct postage.

DO NOT STAPLE!

Thank you.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------                                                                                                             
------------------------------ 
------------------------------

BOB DOMAGALSKI 
POST OFFICE Box 396 

ST. NAZIANZ, WI 54232

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Bird Digest

A happy sample of some recent CBCs 
      There are 114 Christmas Bird Count circles in Wisconsin so you 
will have to wait until next winter’s volume of The Passenger Pigeon 
to glimpse all of the results in one place, but here are a couple 
samples shared by their compilers: 
     Aaron Stutz stepped down after nearly a decade of great work 

as compiler of the Madison CBC, but the 
count didn’t skip a beat in 2017. Succes-
sor Brenna Marsicek, director of 
communications at Madison Audubon, 
provided this summary: 
     “The Madison CBC was Dec. 16th with 
nice weather (this was before the deep 

freeze), and a great turnout (over 100 people counting). We ended 
up with 60,151 individual birds and a record 97 species! The previ-
ous record was 95 in 1997 and 1998. Just a few of the notables: Ice-
land Gull, Lincoln’s Sparrow, both crossbills, Eastern Phoebe 
and an Ovenbird.”  
     Compiler Tom Schultz, reported a new record for the Green 
Lake CBC (started in 1983) with 69 species seen on a bitterly cold 
(-5 to +7) day!  
      The previous record was 67, set 10 years ago. There were 21 
participants in the count, also a record. Highlight birds: Wood 
Duck, Long-tailed Duck, Common Loon, Red-shouldered 
Hawk, Northern Saw-whet Owl, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 
Common Raven, Hermit Thrush, Lapland Longspur, Snow 
Bunting, Rusty Blackbird, Brown-headed Cowbird, Red 
Crossbill and Hoary Redpoll. . 
 
Memorial service set for Bill Brooks 
     A memorial service for  Dr. William S. (Bill) Brooks, a former 
two-term president of the Wisconsin Society for Ornithology, will 

be held Saturday, March 17, at 10 a.m. at the 
Great Hall at Ripon College, 300 W Seward St., 
Ripon, Wis. 
     Brooks, 78, died on March 8, 2017,  in 
Madison after a brief illness.  
      He had dedicated his life to studying and 
protecting the environment, and teaching 
others how to do the same.  
      After graduating from Ripon College in 
1960 with a bachelor’s degree in biology, he 
continued his schooling, earning a master’s 
degree and a Ph.D. from the University of 
Illinois.  
     Brooks was a professor of biology at Ripon 

from 1966 until his retirement in 2002, specializing in ornithology 
and ecology.  
      He served as WSO vice president in 1999 and 2000 and as 
president in 2001 and 2002.  His passion was studying birds, and 
he continued to do so long after his retirement, devoting countless 
hours to a 10-year wetland restoration project on Rush Lake in Win-
nebago County. 
 
 
8 more bird species at risk in Canada 
     The Canadian government recently announced its long-awaited 
decision to place eight more bird species under Canada’s Species at 
Risk Act (SARA).  
     The additions bring the number of bird species given special 
protection under SARA to 72.  

      Three other species that had previ-
ously been assessed also underwent 
scheduled 10-year reviews: Ceru-
lean Warbler, Yellow-breasted 
Chat, and Hooded Warbler.  
      While Hooded Warbler has seen a 
hopeful and dramatic increase since 
it was last assessed in 2000, most 
of the other news from SARA is less 
encouraging. 
     The eight bird species recently 
designated include Western Grebe, 
Eastern Wood Pewee, Bank 
Swallow, Barn Swallow, Wood 
Thrush, Grasshopper Sparrow (eastern subspecies), Bobolink 
and Eastern Meadowlark.

Wisdom returns – and lays an egg 
      Wisdom, a Laysan Albatross and the world’s oldest known 
breeding bird in the wild, has returned to Midway Atoll National 
Wildlife Refuge and Battle of Midway National Memorial. The ap-
proximately 67-year-old Wisdom flies thousands of miles each year 
to return to Midway. Her arrival is overshadowed only by the news 
that she also has laid an egg. 
     Each year millions of albatross return to Midway Atoll in 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument to nest and raise 
their young. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Refuge staff spotted 
Wisdom and her mate, Akeakamai, near their nest in late Novem-
ber, and on Dec. 13 staff confirmed that Akeakamai was on the nest 
incubating an egg. Wisdom and her mate return to the same nest 
site on Midway Atoll each year. Since 2006, Wisdom has successfully 
raised and fledged at least nine chicks and traveled millions of miles 
in her lifetime. 
    “A single albatross egg is important to the overall albatross popu-
lation,” explained Bob Peyton, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service project 
leader for Midway Atoll Refuge and Memorial. “If you consider that 
albatross don’t always lay an egg each year and when they do they 
only raise one chick at a time – each egg is tremendously important 
in maintaining the survival of a colony.” 
     Midway Atoll is home to over three million seabirds, including 
the largest colony of albatross in the world. Over 70% of the world’s 
Laysan Albatross population and 29 species of birds rely on the 
refuge as a safe place to breed and rear their chicks. 

Dr. William S. Brooks

                                                             Photo by Jodie Spross/USFWS volunteer 
As Wisdom forages offshore for food, her mate, Akeakamai, shares 
the responsibility of caring for their egg. This Dec. 13 photo is the 
first image of Akeakamai and Wisdom’s egg since their return to 
Midway Atoll.
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Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Wisconsin 
Covers 214 species in depth.  Hardcover, 624 pages. 
Edited by Cutright, Harriman, and Howe.  2006 

 

 
 

$20.00 

 
 

_________ 

 
 

$ _________ 

Wisconsin’s Favorite Bird Haunts 
Describes birding hotspots in every Wisconsin County. 
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_________ 

 
 

$ _________ 

Wisconsin Birds, Field Checklist 
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A look at migration in the ‘full-service-hotel’  
also known as the Cedarburg Bog IBA
By Victoria Piaskowski,  
John O’Donnell  
and Gretchen Meyer 
     Every spring and every fall, millions of 
birds pass through, making pit stops at a va-
riety of sites throughout Wisconsin on their 
way to breeding grounds as far north as the 
Arctic Ocean and to wintering grounds as 
far south as the very tip of South America 
where the cold Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 
converge.  
      Inclement weather, predation, window 
collisions, tall buildings and communica-
tions towers take their toll along these 
migratory pathways; however, loss of 
“stopover” habitat is increasingly adding 
to migrant bird mortality. Stopover sites 
provide critical food and safe shelter during 
the amazing but perilous journey.  
     The Cedarburg Bog in western Ozaukee 
County has long been known for both the 
diversity and rarity of its breeding birds; 
some of the bird species recorded there, like 
Northern Waterthrush and Canada Warbler, 
breed nowhere else in southern Wisconsin.   
      It was no big surprise, then, when the 
Cedarburg Bog complex was designated as 
an Important Bird Area (IBA) in 2006 by the 
Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative.  
      This designation can only occur if a site 
provides critical habitat to endangered, 
threatened or vulnerable breeding bird 
species and/or if the site also provides high 
quality stopover resting and feeding habitat 
for migratory birds.  
     Studies of breeding birds in the Cedar-
burg Bog date back to the mid-1960s and 
continue today as part of the Wisconsin 
Breeding Bird Atlas II. Information on migra-
tory birds using the Cedarburg Bog is much 
more limited. To learn more, a systematic 
study of migratory birds using the bog com-
plex was initiated in 2009 and concluded in 
2013.  
     From 2009 through 2013, weekly spring 
and fall migratory bird censuses were 
conducted in three different areas of the bog 
complex.  
      The purpose: 1) to document the num-
bers and the species of migrant birds using 
these habitats for migration stopover in both 
spring and fall, 2) to determine what propor-
tion of these species are listed as being spe-
cies of conservation concern in Wisconsin, 
and 3) to collect data to serve as a baseline 
for possible future studies.  
     A total of 189 bird species were docu-
mented in the three designated habitats -- 
135 species in the “bog” habitat, 117 species 
in the upland habitat and 174 species in 

the Mud lake habitat. 
Sixty-two species 
(nearly a third of the 
total) are listed as being 
“of concern” in both 
Wisconsin and national 
bird conservation plans. 
Species of conserva-
tion concern included 
songbirds, waterbirds 
and shorebirds,   
     Many of the migrants 
found in the fall census 
likely bred or hatched 
in northern forests, 
including the vast bo-
real forests of Canada, 
and then traveled great 
distances before stopping over in the Cedar-
burg Bog IBA during migration.  
      This study greatly expanded our knowl-
edge of the number of migrating species that 
use the Cedarburg Bog complex. Some of the 
unique species from the overall list included 
the King Rail, Least Bittern, Red-
shouldered Hawk, Henslow’s Sparrow, 
Winter Wren and Black and Forster’s 
Terns.  
     The Cedarburg Bog IBA comprises nearly 
4,000 acres, much of which is seldom if ever 
visited by people, and includes an incredible 
diversity of upland, wetland, grassland and 
transitional habitats.  
      The bog complex is only 26 miles north 
of the Milwaukee with its surrounding urban 
sprawl. The importance of this large and 
diverse area to migratory birds cannot be 
overstated, given the fragmented, developed 

and agricultural landscape that surrounds it.  
     Stopover sites have been characterized as 
either “fire escapes” (infrequently used but 
vital in case of emergency), “convenience 
stores” (habitat patches of varying size 
within a generally inhospitable landscape 
where birds can rest briefly and replen-
ish some reserves), or “full service hotels” 
(extensive areas of predominately forested 
habitat that contain all necessary resources 
in abundance and can serve many individual 
birds and many species).  
      Based on the large number of individual 
birds and of species recorded, and given the 
size and the diversity of habitats present, the 
Cedarburg Bog IBA clearly meets the criteria 
of a “full service hotel.” 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
This is a synopsis of an article published in 
the Summer 2017 issue of The Passenger 
Pigeon, quarterly journal of the Wisconsin 
Society for Ornithology.

                                                                                                                                                      Photo By Kate Redmond 
This Bay-breasted Warbler, a species that  usually breeds north of Wisconsin in thick stands of 
spruce and fir, was photographed during a refueling stop at the Cedarburg Bog.
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tory flyway, all adding pieces to The Great Migratory Bird Jigsaw Puzzle. 
     We’re calling on you to “bird your world,” starting with discovering why 
your backyard is a jigsaw piece for an entire continent.  
     You wake up, what do you hear? 

     You look out the window, what do you see? 
     Perched up high on its favorite branch as 
the sun rises, singing cheerily, the robin feels 
part of your local landscape, or so much a 
part of your routine that you may barely 
notice it when you’re bleary-eyed and brush-
ing your teeth. 
     But that little ball of feathers in your back-
yard is one of billions joining an annual global 
movement. It’s ingrained in its DNA—it’s even in 
its name: Turdus migratorius. 
     Every autumn, the humble robin gets a migratory itch, fattens up on juicy worms from your lawn and 
begins its long journey south. From northern Canada in the summer, to southern Mexico in the winter, the 

American Robin’s range touches almost the entire North American continent. 
     Such is the wonder of bird migration, in which an estimated 50 billion birds embark on immense and hazardous journeys along many 
different routes, or flyways, worldwide each year. 
     They don’t have a choice: it’s “fly or die,” with the birds living on an energetic knife-edge, and many hit the ground exhausted. 
     It’s a worldwide phenomenon, this ultimate road trip, and along the way birds encounter many difficulties before reaching their destina-
tions and being able to breed: tiny Rufous Hummingbirds have to find enough flower nectar to supercharge their rapidly-beating wings; 
soaring White-backed Vultures may have to avoid electrocution on poorly-located transmission lines; White Storks dodge bullets in the 
Mediterranean; and Bobolinks have to spot patches of sparsely remaining Pampas grasslands in South America to refuel on insects. 
     From a migratory bird’s eye view, an entire continent is a patchwork of green, food-rich habitat interspersed with roads, degraded land, 
overfished seas, and asphalt development. That’s why piecing together a safe route gets harder every year, and many migratory bird species 
are in serious trouble. More than 40% of migratory bird species are declining, and over 200 are now classified as globally threatened. 
     From the morning robin’s perspective, your backyard is a local nature reserve and you’re the warden. In fact, your backyard or local area 
could be the last piece that completes The Great Migratory Bird Jigsaw Puzzle. 
     And with any jigsaw, you only see the full picture when the last piece is in place. 

Take the pledge to support
the Year of the Bird
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“If you take care 
of the birds, you take 
care of most of the  
big environmenal 
problems in the 
world.” 
-- Thomas Lovejoy,  
godfather of biodiversity

     If ever there were a year to make some new 
resolutions, the Year of the Bird is it. And the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology has some sugges-
tions: 
 
        Take a walk with Merlin.  
      If going birding for you is like visiting new 
friends who you really like but can’t quite re-
member their names, we can help. Our Merlin 
Bird ID app is free; it identifies more than 650 
U.S. and Canada birds, with additional support 
for birds of Mexico, Central America, and 
Europe; it comes with photos, range maps, and 
sounds; and it works on both iOS and Android.  
Download it and head out for a short, head-
clearing walk each morning or evening, and 
let the chip notes drift down at you like quiet 
hellos. 
 
   Keep a daily list—and share it.        
      Now you’re out walking, try keeping a 
list. The eBird project provides a handy way 
to keep all your sightings in one place. You 
can even upload photos and sound recordings 
to remind you of what you found. The newly 

updated eBird app lets you keep a list while 
you’re out, and will even track your walking 
route to let you know how much ground you 
covered.  
      And the data you enter will help scientists 
understand bird populations in cool ways. 
 
          Become a Bird Song Hero.  
      If there’s a bird song that has been bugging 
you, you’re not alone. Help with bird songs is 
the number one subject people search for on 
our website. Fortunately, our Bird Academy 
has put together a new approach called Bird 
Song Hero that combines spectrograms, videos, 
and a game format to help you visualize songs 
as you learn them.  And it’s free. 
 
               Drink great coffee.  
      Coffee isn’t just an elixir of early morning 
life, it’s vital habitat for migratory songbirds—
including many of the same birds you’ll be 
looking at this spring and summer. By choosing 
shade-grown coffee, or better yet Bird-Friendly 
certified coffee (which combines organic and 

Fair Trade credentials with high-quality shade 
habitat), you can make a direct contribution to 
maintaining bird habitat in the tropics 
 
   Get a good pair of binoculars      
     without breaking the bank.  
      We’re living in a golden age of binoculars: 
you no longer have to spend thousands of 
dollars to get special glass and good optical 
coatings. So follow our guide to choosing 
binoculars, master terms like field of view and 
close focus, and then check out our price–qual-
ity index to find an affordable pair. Because as 
long as you’re going to be looking at birds, you 
might as well get a good view. 
 
                 Pay it forward.  
      As the weather gets nicer and the birds 
more colorful, invite a friend to go birding with 
you. Lead a bird watching trip. Join a local 
or national bird group, such as the Wisconsin 
Society for Ornithology, the Cornell Lab of  
Ornithology, the American Bird Conservancy, 
the Western Great Lakes Bird and Bat Observa-
tory or your local Audubon society.

How about making some Year of the Bird resolutions?
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     WSO, the Madison Audubon Society, the Wisconsin Public Service 
Foundation and a crowd-funded campaign by the Natural Resources 
Foundation of Wisconsin are funding the transmitters. WSO earlier 
funded transmitters for two of the six owls tagged in Wisconsin dur-
ing previous winters -- for a bird known as Buena Vista in 2013 and 
for Kewaunee in 2014. 
      The newest Wisconsin recruits are: 

     —Bancroft, a juvenile male 
caught Jan. 16 on the Buena Vista 
Wildlife Area, a nearly 13,000-
acre network of mostly grassland 
east of Wisconsin Rapids in 
Portage County. He was trapped 
and tagged by longtime SNOW-
storm collaborator Gene Jacobs 
from the University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point, and the cost of his 
transmitter was underwritten 
by the Wisconsin Society for 
Ornithology. 
     —Austin, another juvenile 
male trapped at Green Bay’s 
Austin Straubel International 
Airport by Frank Ujazdowski, one 
of a group of half a dozen falcon-
ers who volunteered to trap and 
move Snowy Owls away from 
several airports in the Fox River 
valley this winter, with support 
from the airports and Winnebago 

Audubon. The bird was tagged by Jacobs and then relocated to Buena 
Vista on Jan. 18. Austin’s transmitter was the second this winter to be 
underwritten by the Natural Resources Foundation. 
     — Arlington, a juvenile male, was caught Jan. 4 just south of 
the village of Arlington at the Arlington Agricultural Research Station 
adjacent to Madison Audubon Society’s Goose Pond Sanctuary. Madi-
son Audubon Society members provided funds for the transmitter. 
      — Badger, a very dark immature female, was trapped just 
northeast of Freedom on Dec. 30. Funds for this transmitter were 
donated by the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin and the 

Wisconsin Public Service Foundation. 
     Arlington and Badger continue to be homebodies, Project SNOW-
storm reports on its blog at https://www.projectsnowstorm.org/
blog-posts/. Badger generally uses an area of less than a square mile 
just northeast of Freedom, while Arlington wanders a bit more but 
keeps returning to a core area near the UW Experimental Farm near 
his namesake town. 
     In their blog posts and emails to their Wisconsin supporters, 
SNOWstorm founders David Brinker and Scott Weidensaul, have 
chronicled the project’s work  here: 
     “Badger and Arlington represent a return to SNOWstorm’s roots 
because the second owl we ever tagged in 2013, Buena Vista, was 
caught in the Badger State. Their story is also a good example of how 
the best-laid plans can go awry. Wisconsin was one of first states to 
step up in a big way and support our work in 2013-‘14, and that’s 
been the case again this winter, with another significant irruption 
into the state.  
     “Besides being great habitat for Snowy Owls and having been 
designated an Important Bird Area, Buena Vista has a storied place 
in ornithological circles. Legendary ornithologists Fran and Fred 
Hamerstrom conducted ground-breaking studies at Buena Vista into 
Greater Prairie-Chickens and Northern Harriers, among other birds, 
and Fran wrote a number of popular books, including Birding with a 
Purpose, about her research. 
     “The Hamerstroms and their crew — known as “gaboons” in 
Fran’s creative parlance — also were pioneer Snowy Owl researchers 
in the 1960s.  
    “This winter the project also had wanted to deploy up to four 
transmitters on owls in the Cat Island chain at the southern end of 
Green Bay, a traditional early winter gathering spot for Snowies. That 
would give us data on their interactions among each other, and then 
allow us to track them later in the winter when (as we expected) 
they would move either onto the frozen lake once the ice formed, 
or inland to the Fox River valley agricultural areas. As many as 16 
Snowies had been seen regularly on Cat Island and the wave-barrier 
causeway surrounding this ambitious restoration area. Unfortunate-
ly, the weather turned bitterly cold over the holidays, and Green Bay 
had already begun to freeze — luring many of the owls offshore. 
    “The trapping team was able to find only three, all of them flighty 
and difficult to approach. They made net sets on two, and managed 
to catch one, a juvenile male that, while in good condition, was felt to 
be a bit small to carry a transmitter, and so was banded but released 
untagged.” 
 

                                                                                                         Photo by Mike Senn 
Dave Brinker with Badger, the first Wisconsin Snowy captured this 
season, just before her release near Freedom. 

                                                                  ©Project Snowstorm and Google Earth 
Bancroft and Austin, the latest two owls tagged by Project SNOW-
storm, are both hunting the storied Buena Vista Grasslands in central 
Wisconsin. 

Snowy Owls fascinate state birders, scientists 
From Page 1

 
Collaborative effort
     Project SNOWstorm is a 
collaborative effort of more than 
40 researchers, bird 
 banders, wildlife veterinarians 
and pathologists, donating their 
time and expertise to tag owls 
with next-generation cellular 
transmitters that cost $3,000 
each. The transmitters weigh 
about 40 grams, about 1.5-3% 
 of the bird’s weight, and at-
tached with a backpack harness 
that goes over the bird’s wings 
but does not limit the bird’s flight 
or foraging abilities. 
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WSO MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL

Name ____________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ___________________________________________
Phone ____________________________________________________
E-Mail __________________________________________

PLEASE CIRCLE APPROPRIATE MEMBERSHIP LEVEL:
Include a $10 surcharge in all categories
if you want mail delivery of The Badger Birder.                       

Student/$25                                  
Senior/$25 (No Passenger Pigeon)                    
Household/$40                             
Sustaining/$100                            
Conservation Advocate/$200 
                              

Make check payable to WSO and send with form to: WSO Membership / P.O. Box 3024 / Madison, WI 53704-3024

WSO CALENDAR 
Field Trips 
March 11 (Sunday) -- Sheboygan: 
Lakefront Birding 
Meet at 8 a.m. at the Sheboygan Marina. 
Please adjust your clocks for Daylight Sav-
ings Time.  Depending on current birding 
information, our travels may take us north to 
Manitowoc and Two Rivers harbors or south 
to Harrington Beach State Park and the Port 
Washington area. Bring a bag lunch.  
 
WSO Board of Directors 
April 22 (Sunday) 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Quarterly meeting will be held at Horicon 

Education and Visitor’s Center on Highway 
28 just north of the City of Horicon. Mem-
bers are always welcome; bring a lunch.  
 
Honey Creek Birdathon/Banda-
thon 
May 12-13 (Saturday Night- 
Sunday) at Honey Creek 
Meet at the Cox Nature Center on the Harold 
and Carla Kruse Nature Preserve at Honey 
Creek in Sauk County. Campout and potluck 
supper on Saturday night. Banding and 
birdathon will both be held on Sunday with 
the walk up the valley, led by field trip co-
chair Tom Schultz, stepping off at 8 a.m.  

 
79th Annual Convention 
May 18-21 at the Green Lake 
Conference Center 
The conference center will provide primary 
lodging and be the center of convention 
activities. The 900-acre GLCC sits on the 
shore of Wisconsin’s deepest lake in an area 
of abundant birding opportunities. The hotel 
is holding a large number of rooms for WSO 
at a discounted price of $105 per night. This 
includes all taxes and fees. There is an addi-
tional charge of $15 per person when more 
than two people share a room. To reserve, 
call 1-920-294-3323 and mention WSO.


