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This year, we will celebrate WMBD 
     Even as International Migratory Bird Day (IMBD) celebrates its 
25th anniversary, Environment for the Americas expands the reach of 
its keystone education program by joining with new partners across 
the globe to create a single event: World Migratory Bird Day. WMBD 
will unify voices for bird conservation through the 2018 conservation 
theme, Year of the Bird, and help share ideas for protecting birds 365 
days a year.  
      The winning WMBD poster design created by Paula Romero in-
cludes 12 bird species, each representing some of the many actions we 
can take to protect them.  Celebration of WMBD is a keystone criteria 
met by the 107 Bird City Wisconsin communities.

It’s signup time for Great 
Wisconsin Birdathon teams
By Diane Packett 
Great Wisconsin Birdathon Coordinator 
     A new and improved website for the Great Wisconsin 
Birdathon is now up and running for 2018.  
     This will be the seventh year for the Natural Resources 
Foundation’s spring fundraiser for the Bird Protection Fund, 
and we’ve set an ambitious goal of $100,000 to celebrate 
both the Year of the Bird and the 100th anniversary of the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act.  
     You can still get to the site at the old address wibirda-
thon.org, which has a redirect to the new platform. 
     Teams have found all kinds of creative ways to partici-
pate: morning strolls through the neighborhood, full day 
dashes around the state, several hours of biking or kayaking, 
even overnight backpacking trips. Food is usually a part of 
a Birdathon, often with a-lunch or dinner to celebrate the 
day’s success. The important thing is to have fun! And, of 
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Registration open for 
photo-themed 79th 
WSO convention
     Registration is now open for WSO’s 79TH Annual Conven-
tion, to be held Friday to Monday May 18-21 at the Green 
Lake Conference Center, located on 900 scenic acres on the 
shore of Wisconsin’s deepest lake. 
    There will be a special focus this year on bird photogra-
phy, which recently has seen an extraordinary expansion. 
Presentations will explore both how to produce better pho-
tos and how bird photography can promote conservation.  
     The conference site is located at the last glacier’s edge, 
and an incredible variety of habitats are found nearby. 
Convention field trips will visit sites that were shaped by 
the moving glacier itself, sites under a huge temporary lake 
of glacial melt waters and extensive sandy hills along the 
glacier’s melting edge.  
     The Saturday evening keynote speaker is Kim Smith, 
chief operating officer for the International Crane Founda-
tion in Baraboo. She will provide a broad overview of past 
and current efforts to reintroduce additional populations of 
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Kate’s Quotes
Naturalist Kate Redmond offers us a monthly selection of quotes  

on, nature, conservation and life around us:  
 

“A man who never sees  
a bluebird only half lives.” 

-- Edwin Way Teale, American 
 environmentalist  from 1930 to 1980 

 

“Nothing kicks the slop out of a nasty case  
of SAD (seasonal affect disorder) 

 like the first fairy shrimp of spring.” 
-- Mary Linton,  

    Wisconsin wetlands ecologist

eBird redesign: Easier, more inviting
     If you are a regular eBird user, 
you probably already have no-
ticed that everything on the eBird 
homepage looks shiny and new! 
The redesigned home for eBird is 
the first step toward a full eBird 
redesign that will unify the look 
and feel of eBird, and will also 
make it much easier to use on 
mobile devices.  
     The redesign, which is also 
reflected in the pages of both the 
Wisconsin eBird and Wisconsin 
Breeding Bird Atlas portals into 
eBird -- makes it easier for users 
to get started with eBird for the first time 
and steers returning users to their favorite 
parts of the site more quickly than ever.  
      In the coming months programmers at 
the Cornell Lab for Ornithology also will be 
working through the rest of the pages in 
eBird, bringing them all into the same look 
and feel and ensuring that all of eBird works 
on mobile devices. 
     In addition to the new layout, there are a 
few new tools to play with as well. First off 
is the ‘checklist streak’ stat: the number of 
consecutive days for which you’ve submitted 
any kind of eBird checklist. Can you surpass 
your lifetime max streak? Can you make 
eBirding part of your daily routine?  

     There are also new feeds of 
photos and sounds that show the 
top-rated images and sounds that 
have been uploaded to eBird in the 
past two days. Add your photos and 
sounds to your checklists and maybe 
you’ll show up on the eBird homep-
age!  
      Perhaps most importantly, eBird 
Science information also has a home 
now, providing easy access to eBird 
data products 
     eBird regional portals have also 
gotten new tools, including region-
alized versions of all of your stats. 

Want to see the recent top photos and 
sounds from Central America? Or your all-
time stats for Canada?  
      If you visit any of these pages while 
you’re logged-out, you’ll also be able to see 
a new view of the homepage that helps you 
share eBird with others more easily.  
      These include some new Resources pag-
es that give tips on how to use eBird most 
effectively, and a new video that summarizes 
eBird in less than 3 minutes. Sharing eBird 
with friends has never been easier! 
     Next on the to-do list is a redesign of 
Explore Data, which will better organize 
eBird’s data exploration tools and make 
them work much better on mobile devices. 
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Cast your vote on neonic insecticides 
at Conservation Congress hearings
By Michael John Jaeger 
WSO President 
     There is a statewide advisory question 
that all bird enthusiasts should weigh in on 
at the Wisconsin Conservation Congress 
spring hearings on April 9.  It relates to ban-
ning the use of neonicotinoid insecticides on 
state owned agriculture and forest land.   
     While neonics are effective against vari-
ous insect pests, they also kill non-target 
insects, including many pollinators, along 
with having significant effects on birds.  
     Wisconsin has an important system for 
gauging public opinion on major wildlife is-
sues.  The Wisconsin Conservation Congress 
(WCC) is a citizen advisory body to the Natu-
ral Resources Board (NRB) and the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR).  
     On Monday April 9, starting at 7 p.m., 
there will be a WCC hearing in each county.  
These Spring Hearings include advisory 
voting on hunting and fishing rule changes 
proposed by the DNR along with additional 
advisory questions proposed by the WCC.  

The results provide advice to the NRB, the 
DNR and the Wisconsin Legislature. 
     Anyone may attend and cast a ballot at the 
Spring Hearings.  Most of those attending 
actively hunt, trap or fish.  The perspectives 
of others are generally less represented, but 
equally important.  You must attend, how-
ever, to be able to cast a vote.  
     The full ballot and hearing information 
can be found at: 
http://dnr.wi.gov/about/wcc/Documents/
spring_hearing/2018/2018SpringQuestion
naire.pdf 
     The locations of the hearings (one per 
county) is in this document: 
http://dnr.wi.gov/about/wcc/Documents/
spring_hearing/2018/2018hearinglocatio
ns.pdf 
     The neonics advisory question is: 
     Question 45. Should the Conservation 
Congress work with the DNR, NRB and 
Wisconsin Legislature to take up the “Sav-
ing Wisconsin Pollinators Act” and include 
specific language to ban the use of neonicoti-

noid insecticides (dinotefuran, clothianidin, 
imidacloprid and thiamethoxam) regardless 
of application method on all state owned 
agricultural and forest lands, and establish 
limited use guidelines for continued use on 
commercial and private agricultural lands? 
     WSO will provide additional background 
information on our website and in next 
month’s Badger Birder on neonics and 
their effects on birds.  The American Bird 
Conservancy has a webpage devoted to the 
concerns with neonics at https://abcbirds.
org/program/pesticides/food-crops/ 
     In the meantime, I encourage you to put 
the April 9 WCC spring hearings on your 
calendar.

It is believed that neonic insecticides impact 
negatively on bees.

Clark’s Nutcracker seen in state for first time in 45 years
Rare Birds

By Mark Korducki 
     The highlight for February was a Clark’s Nutcracker that has 
been frequenting a feeder in Oneida County. This handsome jay is 
typically found in the Rocky Mountains. It has been seen a handful of 
times in Wisconsin but the last sighting was 45 years ago. 
     The bird has been coming in to the feeders at a private residence 
where it feeds on suet and scraps from a deer carcass. Unfortunately 
access to this property has been limited as the homeowners under-
standably don’t want to be inundated by visitors.  
     A few more Boreal Owls were found in Bayfield and one indi-
vidual made it all the way to the Madison area where it was picked 
up and taken to a wildlife rehab facility. The invasion of Red Cross-
bills continued and nesting was confirmed in several countries, 
including Waukesha.  
     A Slaty-backed Gull has been enjoyed by many in the Port 
Washington harbor along Lake Michigan in Ozaukee County This 
area proved to be a real hotspot this winter. Huge flocks of ducks, 
geese and gulls wintered here. The number of birds was staggering 
and the variety was also impressive.  
      A Northern Goshawk also was a nice find at a yard in Ozaukee.  
     Continuing rarities from last month include the Townsend’s 
Solitaire in Madison, Varied Thrush in Door County and Har-
ris’s Sparrow in Dodge.  
     The spring-like weather of late January quickly disappeared as 
the calendar turned. February ended up as a snowier than normal 
month in many parts of the state.  
       But by the end of the month, mild temperatures and a strong 
southwest wind ushered in a push of early spring migrants.  
     Large flocks of geese are moving in, including many Greater 
White-fronted. Early yellowlegs were reported from Sheboygan. The 
sounds of Sandhill Cranes and Red-winged Blackbirds are a 
welcome treat.  

          
    

Spring certainly is in the air.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
In addition to compiling this monthly report, Mark Korducki 
coordinates Wisconsin’s 92 Breeding Bird Survey routes.

                                                                                                   Photo by Jim Edlhuber 
An Oneida County family has been host this winter to this Clark’s 
Nutcracker, whose bill stands out against the deer carcass on which 
it has been feeding. The Cornell Lab says: “Clark’s Nutcrackers are 
the size of a jay but the shape of a crow, with short tails and rounded, 
crestless heads. The bill is long, straight and sharp-tipped.”
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Here is where your atlassing help is needed most
Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas II

     When it comes to atlasing, birders often say, “I’d like to help if I knew 
where I was needed.” 
     Right now the biggest need is for people to bird in Atlas blocks that 
are not otherwise covered by someone. We really need YOU to take on a 
block, and bird that block until it nears the completion criteria. 
     To help clarify where these blocks are, here’s a map showing two types of 
blocks: 
     1. The red blocks have little to no atlas effort, and need someone to 
take them on as a principal atlaser. 
     2. The yellow blocks are already half done (or more!) and they just 
need someone to take them on and finish them off.  
     Please be aware the above map is a static map as of February 2018, 
and will not change as people claim these blocks. If you want to see the 
latest block status, click through to the Block Request Tool at http://wiatri.
net/projects/WBBA/WBBAmap.cfm  where you can zoom in on them 
and sign up for a block. 
     If you’d like to see what has already been reported for a block, type the 
block or county name into the atlas Explore a Region tool at https://ebird.
org/atlaswi/places 
     If you want to be more involved, but you aren’t sure how or you have 
questions, don’t be shy, email one of the atlas county coordinators who are 
listed at https://wsobirds.org/atlas-county-coordinators or Atlas Director 
Nick Anich at atlas@wsobirds.org and ask! 
     Atlasing is fun! It’s a great way to get outside, be active, and make your 
birding count for conservation. 
     With two years of field work remaining, we’re counting on all of you 
on our loyal atlas team to help us fill the final gaps, so that we can get a 
complete picture of Wisconsin’s birdlife and see where it needs help going 

Register for regional Atlas kickoff events
     The 2018 breeding season will be another 
pivotal year for Wisconsin Breeding Bird 
Atlas II, and we’ll need birders from across 
the region to pitch in to complete this monu-
mental effort by 2019.  
      Help us get 2018 off to a dynamic start 
by joining us at one of our two FREE Atlas 
Regional Kickoff Workshops. 
 
Western Region  
April 14 
9 a.m.–12:30 p.m.  
National Eagle Center 
50 Pembroke Ave. 
Wabasha, Minn. 55981 
*optional afternoon field trip, 1–3:30 p.m.: 
waterfowl viewing on the Mississippi River 
 
Eastern Region 
April 21 
12–4:30 p.m.  
Sturgeon Bay Library  
107 S. 4th Ave.  
Sturgeon Bay, Wis. 54235 
*optional nocturnal field trip, 6:30–9 p.m.: 
atlasing at a nearby priority block 
 
Highlights of the agenda: 
     -- Atlas results to date 

     -- Focus areas and goals for 2018 
     -- Introduction and basic training for new 
atlasers 
     -- Advanced training for returning atlasers 
     -- Data-entry instruction 
     -- Tips from your region’s top atlasers 
     -- Chance to meet county coordinators, 
Atlas planners and atlasers from your area 
     -- Field trips 
 
What to bring 
     Personal laptop/tablet, or Smartphone 
     A friend! We want to add 300 new atlasers 
this year and you can help us do it. 
     Binoculars/field clothes/boots, plus head-
lamp if attending a nocturnal field trip 
 
Register today! 
      The kickoff events are FREE, but regis-
tration is required. Sign up online today by 
filling out our Regional Kickoff Registra-
tion Form at https://wsobirds.org/atlas-
2018-regional-kickoff-registration 
 
 
Questions about these events?  
      Contact William Mueller at wpmuel-
ler1947@gmail.com  or Tom Prestby at  
jjprestby@msn.com

Archibald to keynote 
Birding America XII  
Saturday, March 10 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
North Park University 
3225 W. Foster Ave. Chicago, Ill. 
     The keynote speaker will be George 
Archibald, co-founder of the Interna-
tional Crane Foundation 
and world renowned 
conservationist. 
     The Chicago Audubon 
Society event will cover 
topics ranging from the 
Midwest to the Gala-
pagos; from cranes to hummingbirds to 
Tundra Swans; from Alaska to Tanzania and 
back again, highlighting resident as well as 
migratory birds the world over.  
     Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas II train-
ing coordinators William Mueller 
and Mike Reese will conduct an atlasing 
workshop at what is one of the region’s 
largest birding events in hopes of enlisting 
additional atlassers to cross the state line 
and assist in the project. 
    For more information and to register, go 
to https://www.chicagoaudubon.org/con-
tent/birding-america-xii
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WSO salutes top BIGBY birders of 2017
By Wendy Schultz 
WSO BIGBY Coordinator 
     Back in January of 2016, the Wisconsin Society for Ornithology 
began to oversee Wisconsin’s Green Birding Challenge — better 
known as BIGBY birding (Big Green Birding Year). The concept of 
green birding has been around for many years and in 2010, bird-
watching pals Tim Vargo and Owen Boyle ignited the spark in the 
Dairyland State. 
     Green birding is carbon neutral and relies on human-powered 
transportation, such as walking, biking or canoeing —as long as 
each trip starts from the SAME home base. BIGBY birders do much 
of their birding by bicycle and while some are satisfied keeping 
their trips close to home or within their favorite patch, while others 
venture farther. 
     WSO has created a web page dedicated to this exciting form of 
birding and manages the spreadsheet where BIGBY birders tally 
their sightings for all to see.  A Green Birding Facebook page also has 
been created, giving participants the opportunity to share photos 
and stories as well as encouragement.  
     BIGBY birding is mildly competitive and the camaraderie among 
this group is palpable. They understand it takes motivation and even 
a bit of stubbornness and determination to push their bodies just a 
bit harder. Not sure about BIGBY but want more information? Just 
go to www.wsobirds.org  and click on BIGBY in the upper right hand 
corner near the search box to find all the details you need.  
     WSO would like to congratulate the state’s BIGBY birders — for all 
the miles they put on bikes and feet, and for the birds they found and 
photographed and eBirded. They can be proud of their accomplish-
ments. 

    First place once again goes to 
Ross Mueller of Appleton,  who biked 
1,256 miles to see 219 birds! What a guy 
and what a pair of legs. I have his permis-
sion to mention his age (78) because it is 
such an inspiration to me. Hope it inspires 
you, too. Congratulations, Ross! Here is his 
2017 summary: 
     I’m a retired ophthalmologist from Apple-
ton, and have been birding/biking since 
elementary school. BIGBY has become my 
favorite way to go birding and I especially 

like the camaraderie of our group. I remember meeting Steve Thiessen 
when I was green birding at the Sheboygan lakefront a couple years 
ago, then I met Wendy Schultz at the Green Lake Birding Festival) this 
past May along with renewing my acquaintance with Tom Schultz and 
Jeff Baughman there, as well. Tony Nowak, another green birder, lives 
close to me in the Fox Valley and we get together a couple times a year 
to bird together.  
     There were many great memories of 2017: Sitting on a park bench 
at Brighton Beach in Menasha (10-mile round-trip) in March with the 
scope viewing Lake Winnebago and the mouth of the upper Fox River, 
the lake still covered with ice but with considerable open water at the 
river and seeing thousands of waterfowl on the water and thousands 
of gulls on the ice - an unforgettable spectacle.  
     On June 1, I took a ride to Mack State Wildlife Area near Shioc-
ton (4-mile round-trip). I left home at 3 a.m. and I remember seeing 
Polaris once I got away from the city lights of Appleton as I headed 
north. The temperature dropped much more than expected and by the 
time I arrived at Mack, there was frost in low areas. I was chilled to the 
bone. I climbed the observation tower and at the top, the first warm 
rays of the sun appeared over the horizon. My reward was a Common 
Gallinule, a BIGBY lifer, along with several other target birds; Yellow-
headed Blackbird, Black-crowned Night Heron, Black Tern and more. 

     It would be a good thing if more Wisconsin birders took up the 
BIGBY Challenge -- no application forms or signup required, just start 
birding and maintain contact on our Facebook page and the Google 
web sheet. I guarantee that at the end of the year, you will have tales 
to tell.  
 
     Second place goes to Scott Baugh-
man, who lives in Waupun, not very far from 
Horicon Marsh. Congratulations to Scott for bik-
ing/walking 273 miles to see 216 green birds! 
Here are some of his highlights: 
    Ironically, the best thing about this year, bird-
ing wise, was finding a new job. I had to move and 
it brought me to Waupun in April. How lucky was 
that?? Nearly every day I would ride my bike to 
the marsh less than two miles away.  
     The city of Waupun has a neat trail system, part of which has a 
boardwalk through a marsh habitat along the Rock River. Very birdy! 
I really have enjoyed the pursuit of birds using green energy, finding 
great birds in places I would never have stop at if I was in a vehicle. 
     The best bird for me of 2017 was a Whooping Crane. A rare bird for 
sure, but watching it hunt and feed was really neat. It was chasing a 
snake. Finally, it caught the snake, wacked it on the ground and then 
ate it. The lasting thought I got from watching this drama unfold was 
wondering if the snake knew he was sacrificing itself for the better-
ment of the Whooping Crane population. 
 
     Third place goes to an enthusiastic newcomer to Wiscon-
sin BIGBY: Emily Weiser of Onalaska. Biking/hiking 1,099 miles 
to see 213 green birds was a stunning first year on our roster. It 
was also extra special to read her 
posts and get a sense of the birds 
being seen on the “western front” 
of Wisconsin: 
     I’ve been an avid green birder 
for a few years now, and was 
delighted to discover the Wisconsin 
Green Birding Challenge when I 
moved here! I arrived in La Crosse 
in October 2016 to start a posi-
tion as a biologist with the U.S. 
Geological Survey. I’ve lived a variety of places but was most recently 
in Kansas. I really enjoyed green birding as a way to get to know the 
area in 2017. I mostly birded La Crosse County, which is a reasonable 
size to cover by bike, and I also headed north to parts of Trempealeau 
County a few times. 
      Several fields just 4 to 5 miles from my house flooded this spring 
and turned into shorebird habitat. The fields were best viewed from a 
bike trail, and I checked them multiple times a week during peak mi-
gration. I ended up finding 19 species, most of which would be difficult 
to find here in most years.  
     The two biggest rarities in the county were both found by other 
birders, but I was able to bike out and see them soon after: Little Blue 
Herons and a Townsend’s Solitaire that has continued to stick around 
for the new year. I was also pleased to find six lifers, five of which were 
Eastern warblers -- revealing a geographic bias in my life list!  
     Other highlights included covering a bike trail for the La Crosse CBC 
on a reasonable weather day, and a lovely Green Big Day in mid May 
that tallied 110 species. Best non-bird encounter was on a Missis-
sippi Valley Conservancy trail when a young white-tailed fawn nearly 
trampled my toes -- mom sounded the alarm and baby unthinkingly 
galloped straight toward me! 



The Badger Birder                                                                               6                                                                                        March 2018          

Winter proves one of SNOWiest ever;  
5 owls now phoning home from our state
     Winter 2017-‘18 will go down as one of the SNOWiest on record 
in Wisconsin with an estimated 280 Snowy Owls documented 
through Feb. 1, eclipsing the previous high of 253 tallied in 2013-‘14 
and 240+ in 2014-‘15.  
     As if their numbers weren’t enough, the owls have been reported 
in a remarkable 67 of 72 counties, excluding only Buffalo, Florence, 
Forest, Menominee and Walworth. While new reports have trickled 
in through mid-February, most of the birds are now on mid-winter 
territories and expected to remain so for the month ahead.  
     Departure dates vary considerably with many departing by the 
end of March and others lingering into April. Until then, those still 
seeking one might visit hotspots such as Buena Vista State Wildlife 
Area, agricultural areas from eastern Outagamie to southern Door 
Counties, open habitats around Columbia County, the Superior area 
or check out other locations with recent sightings using eBird. 
     Finally, Wisconsin now hosts five owls tagged for research as part 
of Project SNOWstorm – Arlington, Austin, Badger, Bancroft 
and Straubel. (Get the latest on their movements at https://www.
projectsnowstorm.org/posts/weekly-update/) 
     The latest and final member of what is now SNOWstorm’s  Wis-
consin quintet is Straubel, a juvenile female named for Green Bay’s 
Austin Straubel International Airport, where she was trapped Feb. 
21 by Frank Ujazdowski, one of half a dozen falconers volunteering 
their time this winter to relocate Snowy Owls away from airports in 
the Fox River Valley. 
     Straubel represents a double milestone. She is the 22nd owl the 
project has tagged this winter, equaling the record number tracked 
in SNOWstorm’s first season in 2013-‘14, and she’s the 70th owl 

that Project SNOWstorm has tagged since its inception. 
     Straubel was fitted with a transmitter by longtime SNOWstorm 
collaborator Gene Jacobs from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens 
Point, and released on the Buena Vista grasslands east of Wisconsin 
Rapids in Portage County, close to where Bancroft and Austin 
have been wintering.  
      The Fond du Lac Area Foundation, Fond du Lac County Audubon 
Society and an anonymous donor underwrote the cost of Straubel’s 
cellular transmitter. 
     WSO, the Madison Audubon Society, the Wisconsin Public Service 
Foundation and a crowd-funded campaign by the Natural Resources 
Foundation of Wisconsin funded the four previous transmitters this 
year. WSO earlier funded transmitters for two of the six owls tagged 
in Wisconsin in previous winters -- for a bird known as Buena Vista 
in 2013 and for Kewaunee in 2014. 
      The earlier Wisconsin recruits this winter were: 
     —Bancroft, a juvenile male caught Jan. 16 at Buena Vista and 
trapped and tagged by Jacobs; the cost of his transmitter was under-
written by WSO. 
     —Austin, another juvenile male trapped at Austin Straubel, 
tagged by Jacobs and then relocated to Buena Vista on Jan. 18. Aus-
tin’s transmitter was the second this winter to be underwritten by 
the Natural Resources Foundation. 
     — Arlington, a juvenile male, was caught Jan. 4 just south of 
the village of Arlington at the Arlington Agricultural Research Sta-
tion adjacent to Madison Audubon Society’s Goose Pond Sanctuary. 
Madison Audubon funded the transmitter. Arlington took a little 
walkabout Feb. 12-13, making a 90-mile jaunt east to the outskirts of 
Watertown, south to Lake Koshkonong, and then back up to his nor-
mal territory. This may be the lengthening days beginning to make 
the owls a little restless, and we may see more exploratory flights 
like this in the weeks ahead. 
     — Badger, a very dark immature female, was trapped just 
northeast of Freedom on Dec. 30 and remains in that area. Funds for 
this transmitter were donated by the NRF and the Wisconsin Public 
Service Foundation. 
     If Straubel sticks around, she may make the already fascinating 
movement data the project is getting from Austin and Bancroft even 
more interesting. Those two owls have been overlapping their ter-
ritories but mostly avoiding each other. 

Project  SNOWstorm volunteer Frank Ujazdowski with Straubel, 
after catching the young female Snowy Owl on Feb. 21 at Green Bay’s 
Austin Straubel International Airport.
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*** WSO Convention Registration Materials - Page 1 *** 

 
 
 
 

79TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
Friday – Monday May 18 – 21, 2018 

Green Lake Conference Center (GLCC) 
W2511 State Road 23   Green Lake WI  54941 

Phone# 1-920-294-3323 – www.glcc.org 
 

REGISTRATION March 1- April 29 is at the following rates: 
 $40 registration fee for adults ($50 walk-in registration fee) 
 $20 registration fee for students ($25 walk-in registration fee) 

(ages under 18 must be accompanied by a registered parent or guardian) 
PLEASE NOTE:  After April 29, no registrations by mail or online will be accepted.  Walk-in registration available at convention.  

Registration fee includes:  
Friday:  Member Appreciation Picnic, Award Ceremony and Reception                      
Saturday:  morning field trips, lunch, presentations and workshops                               
Saturday evening keynote speaker program (Saturday evening banquet costs extra) 
Sunday & Monday all-day car caravan field trips (bus trip has additional cost ) 

Non-birding spouses who only wish to attend the Saturday evening banquet are not required to pay the convention 
registration fee; please enter their name on the registration form and include banquet payment. 
Registrations will be processed beginning March 1, and will be confirmed by email (unless USPS mail notification is 
requested).   
Questions?  Contact convention registrar Jeff Zimmerman at Convention@wsobirds.org 

Convention displays  
Bird-related groups and organizations and vendors are welcome to request complimentary display space at the convention.  
Please email the convention committee at WSOConvention@wsobirds.org with the name of your group and your contact 
information.  Space is limited.  

CONVENTION LODGING 
We are fortunate to be working with the Green Lake Conference Center for our 79th annual convention. 
The WSO Convention Committee has reserved a block of rooms at this hotel, allowing members to take advantage of very 
special pricing ($105.00 including tax).  Rooms are reserved for WSO members from Thursday May 17 through Monday May 
22.  Reservation block will be released on April 6, 2018.  Rooms after this date will open to the public 
Please Note:  If you are going on the All-Day Field Trip on Monday, you will have to check out of your hotel room before you 
leave on that field trip (unless you plan to stay Monday night). 
 

Rate - $105.00 per night, which includes all taxes (room layouts vary; ask for your needs).  Most rooms accommodate  
2 people- for each additional adult per night, add $15.00. 
 

Toiletries not provided. 
Breakfast not available  
 Rooms released April 6, 2018 
Call the hotel to make a reservation:  1-920-294-3323    When you make your hotel reservation by phone, be sure to 
mention "Wisconsin Society for Ornithology”. 

CAMPGROUND INFORMATION 
Campground on GLCC Grounds  
Tent ($27), Electricity & Water ($37), Electricity, Water & Sewer ($47) camp sites. 
Reservations made by calling GLCC: 1-920-294-3323 
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PRELIMINARY CONVENTION SCHEDULE 
Friday, May 18, 2018 
1-7 p.m. Convention check-in at the Kraft Centre.   

Sign up for the Saturday morning field trips, pick up “extras” 
4-6 p.m. Member Appreciation Picnic at Tea House (included in the registration fee) 
7 p.m. WSO President Michael John Jaeger opens the convention in Staughton Hall 
 WSO award presentations  
 Reception to honor award winners (included in the registration fee) assorted bars, coffee and cash bar 
9 p.m.       Night Birding Field trip to Comstock Bog 
Saturday, May 19 
Early Morning Car Caravan Trips meet rain-or-shine at the Kraft Centre.  

(Sign-up sheets in the convention check-in area indicate departure times and destinations.)  
10 a.m.     Convention check-in continues until 1 p.m.  Pick up “extras”  
11 a.m.     WSO Annual Meeting with election of officers  
Noon      Lunch in Bauer Dining Room (included in registration fee). 
1-4:30 p.m. Presentations & Workshops: 

1:00  Presentation:  “The Landscape Underlying our Field Trip Sites”  
  Presenter:  Michael John Jaeger, President of WSO 
1:30  Presentation:  “Expanding the MOTUS Wildlife Tracking System into Wisconsin”   
  Presenter:  Bill Mueller, Western Great Lakes Bird and Bat Observatory 
2:00  Presentation:  “The Power of Photography in Conservation” 

 Presenter: Laurie Smaglick Johnson, Author of “Silent Conversation with Eastern Wood Warblers” 
2:45 Break  
3:00  Group Presentation: “Birding Photography FUNdamentals”  Presenters: Myles Hurlburt and Jeremy Meyer 
3:30  Workshop:   “Photography Hands On Workshop (Digiscoping)”  BRING YOUR CAMERA & EQUIPMENT 

Presenters:  Myles Hurlburt and Jeremy Meyer    
5:30 p.m.   Social Hour with cash bar.   
6:30 p.m.  Buffet Banquet – Cost: $28/person (Cost is NOT included with registration fee; sign-up on the registration form) 
7:30 p.m.       Keynote Presentation:  “An Overview of Whooping Crane Reintroduction Efforts Past, Present, and Future” 
       Keynote Speaker:  Kim Smith, International Crane Foundation 
Sunday, May 20 
5 a.m. All-Day Field Trips leave rain-or-shine from the Kraft Centre. 

Sign up on the registration form.  
 Be in the parking lot at 5 a.m. to meet the trip leaders, find your group, and get your breakfast/lunch (if ordered). 
5:30 p.m.  Informal “Birds & Beers” at Langford’s Pub (at golf course at GLCC) – food available for purchase 
Monday, May 21 
5 a.m. All-Day Field Trips leave rain-or-shine from the Kraft Centre. 

Sign up on the registration form.  
 Be in the parking lot at 5 a.m. to meet the trip leaders, find your group, and get your breakfast/lunch (if ordered). 
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CONVENTION 
THE BIRDING REGION & CONVENTION FOCUS:   The focus of the 79th convention is on BIRD PHOTOGRAPHY, which has 
undergone an extraordinary expansion. Presentations will explore both how to do it better, along with showing how bird 
photography can promote conservation.  The conference site is located at the glacier’s edge and incredibly varied habitats are 
found nearby.  We’ll travel to sites that were shaped by the moving glacier itself, sites under a huge temporary lake of glacial 
melt waters and extensive sandy hills along the glaciers’ melting edge. 
FRIDAY CHECK-IN:  Beginning at 1 p.m. Friday, May 18, check-in for the convention at the Kraft Centre.  Pick up your name 
tag, convention materials, and your bag of “extras” if you ordered a shirt or items from the WSO Bookstore.  
 

FRIDAY MAY 18TH, MEMBER APPRECIATION PICNIC - Come to the Tea House from 4 to 6 p.m. for a picnic of 
Sub sandwiches, chips, cookies and non-alcoholic beverages.  Directions to the Tea House will be available at check-in. 
FRIDAY MAY 18TH, EVENING AWARDS CEREMONY (included in the registration fee) 
Presentation of WSO’s annual awards will be held in Staughton Hall at 7 p.m.  Refreshments will follow.  
 

CONVENTION SHIRTS - Short-sleeved convention T-shirts designed by Tom Schultz featuring a Whooping Crane.  They will 
be available by pre-order on the online registration form or on page 4 of the enclosed registration form.  Pre-ordered shirts 
can be picked up at the convention check-in table.  You can preview the t-shirt at www.wsobirds.org/annual-convention . 
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Saturday Keynote Banquet Speaker this year is Kim Smith, Chief Operating Officer of the International Crane 
Foundation.  Kim will provide a broad overview of past and current efforts to reintroduce additional populations of Whooping 
Cranes into North America, and she’ll take a look into the future.  Over the last 40 years a series of reintroduction projects have 
been developed to establish new wild Whooping Crane populations in North America. The projects have had varying success, 
with each project building on previous attempts to learn what techniques work most effectively.  Today, as a result of years of 
dedication, two additional Whooping Crane populations have been established.  
 
SATURDAY MORNING FIELD TRIPS 
These morning car caravan trips depart rain-or-shine from the Kraft Centre.  Destinations and departure times will be listed 
on the sign-up sheets in the convention check-in area.   
Tentative destinations:   

White River Marsh Huckleberry Road and White River Locks 
Grand River Marsh Lake Maria and pond on Lake Maria Road 
Germania Marsh Snake Creek Wetland/Swamp Road and Puchyan Marsh 
Mascoutin Trail Wetland Hammers and Winnebago trails at GLCC 

 

SUNDAY & MONDAY ALL-DAY FIELD TRIPS:   
All-Day field trips will be offered on Sunday and Monday.  Transportation options are a coach bus or carpooling caravans.  

Please NOTE:  You may NOT sign up for a bus one day and a car caravan the other day. 
BUS:  Participants will be charged a flat fee of $60.  The fee is the same whether you plan to participate on one or both days. 
CAR CARAVANS:  Each group will go to every destination at some time during the two days.  When you register, sign up 
for one of the four groups.  If you want to be in the same car caravan with friends/family, you should submit your 
registration forms online or in the mail at approximately the same time.  Your registration confirmation will indicate 
which group you are in.  You must stay with your group both days to facilitate size and arrangements.  Each passenger is 
encouraged to give the driver a minimum of $8 each day for gas reimbursement.   

PRELIMINARY DESTINATIONS: 
 Sunday  Monday  

BUS Kettle Moraine State Forest Northern Unit/ 
Horicon Marsh 

White River Marsh/ 
Grand River Marsh etc. 

 
 Sunday morning Monday morning 

Car Caravan A 
White River Marsh/ 
Grand River Marsh etc. 

 Kettle Moraine State Forest Northern Unit /  
 Horicon Marsh 

Car Caravan B 
White River Marsh / 
Grand River Marsh etc.  

Kettle Moraine State Forest Northern Unit / 
Horicon Marsh 

Car Caravan C 
Kettle Moraine State Forest Northern Unit / 
Horicon Marsh 

White River Marsh / 
Grand River Marsh etc. 

Car Caravan D 
Kettle Moraine State Forest Northern Unit / 
Horicon Marsh 

White River Marsh / 
Grand River Marsh etc. 

BOX LUNCHES:  An $11 box lunch option is available for these trips.  If you want a box lunch, indicate that on the 
convention registration form, and indicate your “options” preference for each day – use the check boxes in the online form; 
paper registrations use the separate box lunch order form.  Box lunches will be ready each morning before departure.  
DEPARTURE:  Both days, those taking the bus & car caravans will meet at 5 a.m. at the Kraft Centre to meet leaders and get 
lunches.  Look for the sign for your group (“Bus”, “Car Caravan A”, “Car Caravan B”, “Car Caravan C”, “Car Caravan D”). 

COOLERS & SNACKS:  All participants should bring along their own snacks and beverages. The bus will have coolers for those 
who ordered box lunches.  There will be space on the bus for you to bring a personal cooler, if desired.  Car caravan 
participants should bring their own small coolers to hold their food and beverages and/or box lunches.   
WEATHER & OTHER TIPS:  Be prepared for unpredictable weather by dressing in layers of clothing. Some habitats may be 
wet, so wear appropriate footgear. Prepare for rain; field trips will continue as planned, rain-or-shine.  Wear a hat that 
protects from both rain and sun.  Bring insect repellent and sunscreen. Bring your binoculars, field guide, spotting scope and 
camera, if you wish. A backpack is a convenient way to store your belongings. If you are in a car caravan, bring a two-way radio 
if you have one, so we can communicate on Channel 11/22 while driving. Cell phone coverage is spotty at best in many areas.   
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REGISTRATION FORM – WSO 79TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
Registration Options:   
1)  March 1 - April 29 register and pay ONLINE at the WSO web site, wsobirds.org/annual-convention        
2)  March 1 - April 29 register by MAIL – Mail registration form & your check (make check out to “WSO Convention”),  

plus a box breakfast & lunch form (if needed; p.5), and WSO Bookstore order form (if needed; p.6) 
        to:  Convention Registrar:  Jeff Zimmerman 2708 Eisner Ave .  Sheboygan WI  53083 
After April 29, you must register at the door. The cost will be more (see page 1). 
Participant #1_________________________________________________ Participant #2__________________________________________________________    

Address _______________________________________________________ City______________________________ State__________ Zip _____________________  

E-mail ____________________________________________________________________________ Telephone (_______) ___________ - __________________ 
Item Cost (multiply 

by) 
This Column (=) Total $ 

Convention Registration Fee includes: 
• Friday 4-6 p.m. Member Appreciation Picnic 
• Friday 7 p.m. awards event & reception 
• Saturday morning field trips 
• Saturday noon lunch  
• Saturday afternoon presentations and workshops 
• Saturday evening keynote speaker program 
• Sunday/Monday all-day field trips (car caravans) 

 

WILL YOU BE ATTENDING THE PICNIC?    

 
 

Adult:  $40 
 
Student:  $20 

 

 
 

# of Adults:  ________ 
 
# of Students: ______ 
 
 

 
# of Persons __________ 

 

 
 

 
$_________________ 

Saturday Evening Banquet: Open to Conference 
Attendee and Guest  
Guest Name: ____________________________________________ 

 
$28/person # of Persons __________ $_________________ 

 

All-Day Trip:                      BUS 
 Day(s) you will attend:  Sun _____  Mon _____ 

 

$60/person 
 

# of Persons __________ 
 

$_________________ 
 

All-Day Trip:                       CAR CARAVAN  
 Day(s) you will attend:  Sun _____  Mon _____ 

     Circle the group you wish to be in: 
A      B      C      D 

 

$0/person 

 

# of Persons __________ 

 
(no cost ) 

               Sunday Box Breakfast (see next page) 
               Include an order form (p.5) for each person 
 

              Sunday Box Lunch (see next page) 
              Include an order form (p.5} for each person 

 

$9/person 
 

$11/person 

# of Persons __________ 
 

# of Persons __________ 

$_________________ 
 

$_________________ 

              Monday Box Breakfast (see next page)  
               Include an order form (p.5) for each person   

             Monday Box Lunch (see next page) 
   Include an order form (p.5) for each person 

 

$9/person 
 

       
$11/person 

# of Persons __________ 
 

# of Persons __________ 

$_________________ 
 

$_________________ 

Convention Shirts designed by Tom Schultz 
 by pre-order only  (tax is included in the price) 
Men’s Short-sleeve T:  S___ M___ L___ XL___ XXL___                
Women’s Short-sleeve T:  S___ M___ L___ XL___ XXL___                

       $15/shirt # of short-sleeve T’s 
____________________ 
 

$_________________ 
 

WSO Bookstore Order: TOTAL amount due from the “WSO Bookstore order form” (p.6) $_________________ 
WSO Membership fee:   

$25/Student or Senior 
$40/Household 

 

 

 
$_________________ 

              Check #:  _____________________                                                      GRAND TOTAL:        $_____________________ 

NOTE 
You 
may 

choose 
only 
one: 

BUS 
or 

CAR 

For 
All- 
Day 

Trips 
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BOX BREAKFAST ORDER FORM 

BOX LUNCH ORDER FORM 
 

Box breakfasts may be ordered for Sunday and Monday.  Box lunches may be ordered for the all-day field trips, 
Sunday and/or Monday, whether you are on the bus or in a car caravan.  The box breakfast and lunches will be 
catered by GLCC. 
 

Box Breakfast Cost is $9 per box per day.  (Fill in the appropriate amount on the registration form.) 
 Each breakfast will contain:  muffin, yogurt cup, hardboiled egg, granola bar & juice box 

Box Lunch Cost is $11 per box per day.  (Fill in the appropriate amount on the registration form.) 
 Each lunch will contain:  your sandwich; plus a bag of chips, apple, homemade cookie, pudding cup & water 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

BOX BREAKFAST 
 

Participant #1: (Name)___________________________________________________________________ 
         Sunday……………………           Monday………………......   
 
Participant #2: (Name)___________________________________________________________________ 
         Sunday……………………           Monday………………......  

 
 
 

BOX LUNCH 
 

Participant #1: (Name)___________________________________________________________________ 
 Please CHECK which group you are in: 

_____Bus       _____Car Caravan + Circle your Caravan group:  A   B   C   D 
OPTION (choose one for each day; they may be the same or different each day): Sunday Monday 
Ham & Swiss with tomato & lettuce on homemade roll plus condiments ...............................................  ...........................  
Roast beef & cheddar with tomato & lettuce on homemade roll plus condiments ..........................  ...........................  

Turkey & provolone with tomato & lettuce on homemade roll plus condiments ............................  ...........................  

Veggie Wrap – spinach wrap with hummus & provolone cheese .................................................................  ...........................  
 

Participant #2: (Name)___________________________________________________________________ 
 Please CHECK which group you are in: 

_____Bus       _____Car Caravan + Circle your Caravan group:  A   B   C   D 
OPTION (choose one for each day; they may be the same or different each day): Sunday Monday 
Ham & Swiss with tomato & lettuce on homemade roll plus condiments  ..............................................  ...........................  
Roast beef & cheddar with tomato & lettuce on homemade roll plus condiments ..........................  ...........................  

Turkey & Provolone with tomato & lettuce on homemade roll plus condiments ............................  ...........................  

Veggie Wrap – spinach wrap with hummus & provolone cheese .................................................................  ...........................  
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WSO BOOKSTORE ORDER FORM 

 
Name(s) _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

PLEASE NOTE:   
WSO Bookstore items will be available to you at the convention by pre-order only. 
Ordered items will be brought to the convention, where you can pick them up at the WSO 
convention check-in table. 
You can order WSO Bookstore items as part of the online convention registration. 
If you register for the convention by mail, use this WSO Bookstore Order Form and include 
it with your convention registration form, putting the TOTAL amount due from this page 
on the registration form. (Prices include sales tax.) 
 
 

Title 
Price per 

Unit Quantity Total Price 

Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Wisconsin 
Covers 214 species in depth.  Hardcover, 624 pages. 
Edited by Cutright, Harriman, Howe.  2006 

 
 

$21 

 
 

_________ 

 
 

$____________ 

Wisconsin’s Favorite Bird Haunts 
Describes birding hotspots in every Wisconsin County. 
Spiral bound, 556 pages. 
Compiled, edited by Tessen.  2009 

 
 

$15 

 
 

_________ 

 
 

$____________ 

Wisconsin Birds, Field Checklist 
Three-panel card lists 347 species.  2015 
Pack of 25. 

 
 

$5 

 
_________ 

# of packs of 25 

 
$____________ 

New – Passenger Pigeon Cap 
Olive-colored cap with embroidered WSO Logo 
Adjustable.  2017 

 
$17 

 

 
_________ 

 
$_____________ 

New – Passenger Pigeon Visor 
Stone-colored visor with embroidered WSO Logo 
Adjustable.  2017 

 
$15 

 
_________ 

 
$_____________ 

WBBA II Cap 
Stone-colored cap with embroidered Scarlet Tanager 
Breeding Bird Atlas II logo.  Adjustable.  2015 

 

$17 
 

_________ 
 

$____________ 

WSO “We Brake for Birds.” Bumper Sticker 
Blue with white lettering.  3” x 12”.  2013 

 

$2 
 

_________ 
 

$____________ 
 
 
 

TOTAL (includes tax) 
Enter this amount on the 
registration form in the 

“WSO Bookstore Order” box 

 

$____________ 
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WSO Board Member Profile 

Kim Kreitinger 
Membership chair and immediate past president

      So tell us a little about your 
background and how you first got 
involved in birding. 
     I grew up in a small town in 
northern Illinois and spent a lot of 
time outdoors as a child. I have fond 
memories of romping around (tres-
passing?) in a patch of woods behind 
our subdivision, playing in the creek, 
catching frogs and turtles, and build-
ing forts. 
     The first bird that really caught my 
attention beyond the typical robins 
and chickadees of our yard was a 
Baltimore Oriole. 
       I was probably still in elementary 
school and remember being dazzled 
by its coloration as well as its song. 
However, my interest in birding was 
to come much later in life. 
     In 2000. I accepted a wildlife biolo-
gist position in the Central Valley of 
California. Working for the Endan-
gered Species Recovery Program, I 
helped conduct biological inventories 
on experimental restoration plots. 
      As part of the job description, 
I was required to help with bird 
surveys and thus purchased my first 
bird field guide (Sibley), my first pair 
of binoculars (Bushnell), and my first 
spotting scope (Pentax, which I still 
own).  
      Coinciding with this, many of my 
friends were birdwatchers, several 
of whom were quite good. It was the 
perfect storm and finally I saw the 
light -– I became a fully-fledged bird 
nerd.  
     Many of my weekdays were spent 
“in the field” for my job, where I 
became familiar with the behavior 
and vocalizations of the Western 
Meadowlarks, Burrowing Owls, 
Short-eared Owls, Horned Larks and 
other grassland birds that nested in our 
study area. During the winter months, Prai-
rie Falcons, Ferruginous Hawks, and 
Mountain Plovers would grace us with 
their presence.  
      On the weekends, I would conduct shore-
bird and waterfowl surveys as a side job for 
a friend’s consulting firm. I attended birding 
festivals, read birding magazines and jour-
nals and memorized bird vocalizations. I had 
entered my obsession phase with birding. 
 
Tell us a bit about your education. 
     I have a degree in biology from Northern 

Illinois University. I was the first person in 
my family to get a college degree.  
      As a freshman at NIU, I enrolled in pre-
med classes because I knew that I liked 
animals and nature and assumed my only 
career option was to become a veterinarian.  
      During my sophomore and junior years, I 
started to learn more about wildlife biology 
and conservation and was quite astounded 
that people could actually get paid to do this 
type of work.  
      During the summer of my junior year 
I worked on a field project that involved 
measuring the effects of galls on goldenrod 
growth patterns. I spent each day of that 
summer measuring, calculating and hiking 

in a restored prairie… and I was 
hooked on field biology! 
 
How did you come to join WSO? 
     I was a member of the Western 
Field Ornithologists while living in 
California and expected there was 
something similar in Wisconsin.  
      I joined WSO shortly after I moved 
to Wisconsin in 2006.  
      I credit the late Noel Cutright for 
my early involvement in WSO. He 
recruited me to write the annual 
summary of Big Days and May Days 
for The Passenger Pigeon journal. 
 
What is your role as a member of 
the WSO Board of Directors? 
     I joined the board as vice presi-
dent in 2012 and succeeded Carl 
Schwartz as president in 2014. I 
found the WSO Board experience 
to be so rewarding that I agreed to 
take on the role of membership chair 
upon Jesse Peterson’s retirement 
from the position after completing 
my two years as president.  
     We have just completed our first 
renewal season using Wild Apricot, 
our new membership software, and 
it went great! 
       I feel that transitioning to this 
software is an important step 
towards growing our organization. 
It automates more of the renewal 
process, houses all of our member 
and donor information in one place, 
and gives our members the ability to 
view the Badger Birder and Passen-
ger Pigeon online. 
 

How about your other interests? 
     I am an avid gardener, both flowers 
and vegetables. We live in urban Madi-

son and have a very small yard, but I have 
managed to squeeze in four raised beds for 
vegetables, a raspberry patch, a strawberry 
patch and several native prairie beds.  
      I also have a community garden plot a 
few blocks from our house where I grow 
many of the larger vegetable plants that 
won’t fit in my backyard.  
      In addition to many tasty vegetables, this 
community garden plot also rewarded me 
with an unusual Wisconsin Breeding Bird 
Atlas confirmation – Merlin!  
      I heard and saw them repeatedly while 
gardening there this summer and was finally 
able to see the fledglings in July. 

Kim Kreitinger has been married to Eric Preston since 2008; 
they have one son, Anders.
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Erin Giese: ‘Atlasing has allowed me to investigate 
 the mysterious world of birds, and I will be forever grateful’

Atlasser Spotlight

     The Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas II 
is a volunteer-driven effort to survey the 
distribution and abundance of our state’s 
breeding birds. Since the project started 
in 2015, our volunteer team has grown 
to include more than 1,500 Atlasers 
who have submitted more than 91,000 
checklists. 
     Who are these incredible volunteers? 
It turns out that once you get past the 
binoculars, our Atlasers are as varied as 
the bird species they observe. This series 
turns the spotlight on a few of the many 
dedicated men and women who have 
helped the Atlas achieve such tremen-
dous success to date. This month, meet 
Erin Giese of Brown County! 
 
Name:  Erin Giese 
 
Hometown: 
That’s a difficult question to answer 
since I have lived in eight different 
states, including Wisconsin, Tennessee, 
Illinois, Indiana, Virginia, Minnesota, 
Pennsylvania and Alabama. While grow-
ing up I lived the longest in Nashville, 
Tenn. Out of those eight states, Wiscon-
sin has been my favorite place to live by far. 
 
Age: 32 
 
Number of years birding: 9 ½ 
 
Other citizen science experience: 
Christmas Bird Count, Swift Night Out, Great 
Backyard Bird Count and eBird. I also am 
president of the Northeastern Wisconsin 
Audubon Society’s Board of Directors. 
 
Favorite bird: 
This has always been an impossible question 
for me, and one  that I prefer to answer by 
identifying my favorite bird by type, sight, 
song and geography. Visually speaking, my 
favorite Wisconsin birds are Scarlet Tana-
ger, Blackburnian Warbler and Black-
throated Blue Warbler. Whenever I add 
Cerulean Warbler, Great Gray Owl and 

a crossbill species to my life list, they will 
definitely be included.   My favorite Wiscon-
sin birds by sound are American Bittern, 
Sora, Veery, Boreal Chickadee, Blue-
winged Warbler and Golden-winged 
Warbler. If I can include the rest of the 
world, then my most favorite birds of all-
time are White Tern (South Pacific), Inca 
Tern (Peru and Chile) and Streamertail 
hummingbird (Jamaica). 
 
Motivation to atlas: 
Dr. Bob Mead and Tom Prestby asked if I 
would be interested in becoming the Brown 
County coordinator for the Atlas, which I 
accepted, and shortly thereafter I became 
hooked and addicted to atlasing! 
 
Primary atlasing location: 
Great Lakes coastal wetlands and in Brown, 
Outagamie and Shawano Counties. My dear 
friend Nancy Nabak and I also loved atlasing 

at Osprey Point in the DePere 
CE priority block. 
 
Most exciting atlas find: 
During a 10-minute point count 
in the 2016 Nicolet National 
Forest Bird Survey, where I usu-
ally see very few birds deep in 
the forest (since you mostly re-
cord birds by song), I noticed a 
small bird bouncing around the 
tree above me. I silently looked 
at it through my binoculars 
and slowly discovered it was a 
female Blackburnian Warbler. 
She was bopping around from 
branch to branch collecting 
none other than spider webs. 
Nesting material! I was with a 
small group of people and had 
to be silent during the count but 

gave a huge smile and pointed 
at what I had just discovered. 
I had confirmed breeding for 
Blackburnian Warbler and could 
hardly contain myself. What a 
thrill! 
 

How has atlasing changed how you 
bird: 
Atlasing really and truly has permanently 
changed the way that I birdwatch by making 
me appreciate individual birds differently 
and their sneaky and secretive behavior dur-
ing nesting season. As David Attenborough 
said, “Birds are the most popular group in 
the animal kingdom. We feed them and tame 
them and think we know them. And yet they 
inhabit a world which is really rather myste-
rious.” Atlasing has allowed me to investi-
gate the mysterious world of birds, and I will 
be forever grateful. 
 
Advice for someone “on the fence:”  
Don’t be afraid to try atlasing, even if you 
only know how to identify one species! Ab-
solutely anyone can contribute to the proj-
ect, and a great place to get started is your 
own backyard, which is exactly what I did.

                                                                                             Photo by Emily Weber 
Erin Giese says:  “I co-lead a songbird banding demonstration 
every year on the second Saturday in May for Bay Beach Wildlife 
Sanctuary’s Spring’s Wings event. Here I am sharing a Great 
Crested Flycatcher with the general public.”

     Results of the Wintering 
Golden Eagle Survey, held Jan. 
20, have been released by Scott 
Mehus, education director at the 
National Eagle Center in Waba-
sha, Minn.  
      By the numbers: 
4 states: Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Iowa, Illinois 
32 counties: (17 in WI, 8 in 
MN, 4 in IL, 3 in IA)  

WI counties: Buffalo, Colum-
bia, Crawford, Dane, Dunn, Eau 
Claire, Grant, Iowa, LaCrosse, 
Monroe, Pepin, Pierce, Richland, 
Sauk, Trempealeau, Vernon, 
Waupaca 
MN counties: Chisago, Fill-
more, Goodhue, Houston, Mor-
rison, Wabasha, Washington, 
Wabasha 
IL counties: Jo-Davies, Ste-

phenson, Whiteside, Winnebago 
IA counties: Allamakee, Clay-
ton, Winneshiek  
71 routes covered 
200 surveyors 
550 observer hours 
6,190 miles driven 
62 Golden Eagles -- 42 first 
found perched; 20 first found 
flying; 52 adults, 100 non-adults 
1,152 Bald Eagles, 955 of them 

adults 
Other raptors:  
730 Red-tailed Hawks 
131 Rough-legged Hawks 
1 Red-shouldered Hawk 
16 Cooper’s Hawks 
8 Sharp-shinned Hawks 
1 Peregrine Falcon  
128 American Kestrels 
3 Merlin 
3 Northern Harriers 

By the numbers: Wintering Golden Eagle Survey finds 62 birds
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Birding clubs in Wisconsin 

Hoy Audubon of Racine/Kenosha Counties:  
They flock like a family and know a lot about birds

      The Badger Birder is offering an occa-
sional look at organized birding groups in 
Wisconsin. This month we look at the Hoy 
Audubon Society of Kenosha and Racine 
Counties. This report was put together by 
John Krerowicz, a member of the board of 
directors and chair of its Publicity Committee.  
 
     Tell us about the history of your club. 
     Racine County pioneer Philo Romayne 
Hoy’s curiosity about birds continues today 
in the Audubon chapter named after him.   
     The Hoy Audubon Society of Kenosha 
and Racine Counties can be traced to 1964 
when some Racine residents met to form a 
nature club and advocate for the protection 
of nature.  
      Members named the group The Hoy Bird 
Club. The group changed its name to The 
Hoy Nature Club in 1970. In 1999, the group 
joined the National Audubon Society and 
updated its name again. 
     Hoy, who lived from 1816 to 1892, settled 
in Racine with his family in 1846. He was a 
medical doctor whose house calls offered 
plenty of travel time during which he could 
satisfy his fascination with the world around 
him, from stars to flora to fauna, and to 
fields and active ponds. He collected bird 
specimens, including some now extinct. He 
also wrote about birds. 
 
    What are the society’s activities? 
     The Hoy chapter, now with about 50 
members, holds monthly meetings at which 
presentations are given by area experts on 
topics that range from vegetation, butter-
flies, bats and ecojustice to its obvious main 
subject: birds. 
       January’s topic was “Winter Birds,” 
while February’s discussion was on “Owls,” 
followed by an owl prowl two days later at 
the local state recreation area. The March 1 
meeting features “Seeing the World through 
the Eyes of Birds,” and April 5 offers “Mon-
arch Butterfly Habitat.” Members sometimes 
give presentations at the monthly meet-
ings based on their birding trips across the 
country.  
     The group also arranges field trips and 
bird walks to local spots. A Feb. 17 jaunt was 
arranged to search out waterfowl and gulls 
at the Racine lakefront. Waterfowl at Eagle 
Lake will be the focus on March 24. 
       Previous trips have included Southport 
Park in Kenosha and the Hawk Watch held in 
nearby Zion, Ill.  
      In addition, the club is involved with Bird 
City Wisconsin (Kenosha, Kenosha County 
and Racine are Bird Cities), as well as Tree 
City USA, monitoring and maintaining 
Eastern Bluebird nestbox trails and Purple 
Martin houses, the Christmas Bird Count, the 
Backyard Bird Count and the Big Sit. 

     Meetings and 
field trips are free 
and open to the 
public. 
 
     Other reasons 
someone would 
want to join?  
     For the last two 
years, some Hoy 
members have 
worked on a “Trees 
We Love” program, 
honors grand 
examples of trees in 
the two counties.  
     Hoy’s main 
strength, said Presi-
dent Frank Shar-
kozy, is its close-
knit, knowledgeable 
members. 
     “This is like a 
family -- a flock, if 
you will,” he joked.  
“We know each 
other, we know our 
strengths, and we 
like to hang out 
together. 
      " And if one person isn’t quite sure about 
a bird ID, there’s always someone with 
smarts about that bird, so we all benefit.” 

      How about additional information?  
     More information about Hoy and upcom-
ing field trips and meetings is available 
online at www.hoyaudubon.org

A group of Hoy Audubon members took part in the Big Sit, during which they counted as many 
bird species as possible from one spot  --  in this case the beach near the Wind Point Lighthouse.

Members of the Hoy Audubon Society stand by a life-size Wooly Mam-
moth replica at the Horicon Marsh Education and Visitors Center during 
the club’s annual field trip to the marsh back in 2015.
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State Conservation Hall of Fame induction ceremony is April 14
     The Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame has 
released induction ceremony details for three im-
portant WSO members -- William Schorger 
and Roy and Charlotte Lukes -- who will be 
honored on April 14. WSO members are encour-
aged to attend. 
     The ceremony will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
April 14, at Sentry Theater in Stevens Point. A cof-
fee reception at 9 a.m. will precede the induction. 

A luncheon will be held at 12:30 p.m. at the Sentry World Center. 
The ceremony and reception are free and open to the public.  

      The induction includes tributes by invited speakers and presen-
tation of recognition plaques that will be displayed in the WCHF 
Visitor Center at the Schmeeckle Reserve in Stevens Point. 
     Reservations for lunch ($25 per person) may be made online at 
Eventbrite http://bit.ly/WCHF2018Registration or by calling Sch-
meeckle Reserve at 715-346-4992. 
     Also being inducted that day is George Meyer, former secre-
tary of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and current 
executive director of the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation.  
      More information about the event and the four honorees can be 
found at https://wchf.org/wchf-announces-2018-inductees/

course, raise money for birds. 
      To start a team, simply gather a group of 
friends, family or coworkers. Everything you 
need is on the Birdathon website, including 
a “Get Started” instruction page. A team page 
will be launched for you, which you can cus-
tomize with a personal message and photos 
and share with others so they can donate or 
pledge to your Birdathon effort. 
     Bird City Wisconsin community groups, 
bird clubs and environmental and conser-
vation groups are encouraged to use the 
Great Wisconsin Birdathon to raise funds for 
their own projects. Follow the steps on the 
“Fundraise for Your Own Cause” page, and 
half the funds you raise will be returned to 
your organization. Last year, organizations 
and Bird Cities raised some $11,000 for their 
own work. 
    The NRF provides:  
-- Website with custom individual and team 

fundraising pages 
-- Processing for donations and pledges by 
credit card or check 
-- Receipts automatically sent to your donors 
-- Donor contact info for your records 
-- A check for half the total funds you raise. 
To get started: 
1. Endorse the Wisconsin Bird Conserva-
tion Initiative, a coalition of 175+ organiza-
tions, agencies, and businesses that pledge 
to help “protect, restore, and enhance the 
populations and habitats of Wisconsin’s wild 
birds.” It’s free. 
2. Start a team and follow the simple Guide-
lines for Organizations. 
3. Fill out the Organizations and Bird Cit-
ies Information Form and mail to: Diane 
Packett, Great Wisconsin Birdathon, Natural 
Resources Foundation of Wisconsin, PO Box 
2317, Madison, WI53701-2317. 
     The Bird Protection Fund last year dis-
bursed nearly $95,000 to 10 priority bird 

conservation and research projects. 
        The web service that the NRF had used 
since 2013 upgraded its platform and tripled 
its price, so a change was made to  new soft-
ware called DoJiggy. So the new Birdathon 
site’s full address is wibirdathon.dojiggy.com 
     It’s a weird name, but the software has 
been around since 2009, is economical, 
works well and even does some things the 
old website didn't do. And NRF will be using 
the same credit card processing software as 
before, so that's all secure. We've redirected 
the familiar domain, wibirdathon.org, to 
forward to the new address so that you can 
just share that link. 
    Special thanks to colleagues Nora Sim-
mons and Kim Kreitinger who made great 
contributions to the design. As you browse 
the website and set up or join teams and 
make donations, please send me feedback 
and questions so I can fix anything that fell 
through the cracks.

Whooping Cranes into North America, and 
she’ll take a look into the future. 
     Over the last 40 years a series of ef-
forts have take place to establish new wild 
Whooping Crane populations in North 
America. The projects have had varying suc-
cess, with each project building on previous 
attempts to learn what techniques work 
most effectively. Today, as a result of years of 
dedication, two additional Whooping Crane 
populations have been established, one of 
which breeds in Wisconsin. 
     Current Eastern reintroduction efforts are 
centered on the White River Marsh not far 
from Green Lake. 
     Registration is open both online and by 
mail through April 29 at $40 for adults and 
$20 for students. After April 29, no advance 
registrations will be accepted. Walk-in regis-
tration will be available at the convention at 

a higher rate. The registration fee includes: 
Friday: Member appreciation picnic, award 
ceremony and reception 
Saturday: Morning field trips, annual meet-
ing, lunch, presentations, workshops and 
evening keynote program (banquet costs 
$28 extra) 
Sunday & Monday: All-day car caravan field 
trips (additional cost for bus trip) 
     The Saturday afternoon presentations 
and workshops will include: 
“The Landscape Underlying our Field 
Trip Sites” by WSO President Michael John 
Jaeger 
“Expanding the MOTUS Wildlife Tracking 
System into Wisconsin” by Bill Mueller, 
director of the Western Great Lakes Bird and 
Bat Observatory 
“The Power of Photography in Conserva-
tion” by  Laurie Smaglick Johnson, author 
of “Silent Conversations with Eastern Wood 
Warblers” 

“Birding Photography FUNdamentals,” a 
workshop presented by Myles Hurlburt and 
Jeremy Meyer 
“Hands-On Digiscoping Workshop,” also 
presented by Hurlburt and Meyer 
     The Convention Committee has reserved a 
block of rooms at the Green Lake Conference 
Center, allowing members to take advantage 
of special pricing ($105 including tax). 
       Rooms are reserved for WSO members 
from Thursday May 17 through Monday May 
22. This reservation block will be released 
on April 6 and could fill sooner so early 
reservations are advised.  
      Room layouts vary; ask for your needs. 
The rate covers two people; for each ad-
ditional adult, add $15 per night. Toiletries 
are not provided and you are on your own 
for breakfast. 
     Call the hotel to make a reservation at 
920-294-3323 and mention the Wisconsin 
Society for Ornithology.

From Page 1

Green Lake to host annual WSO convention in May

Here's how to form a team for the Great Wisconsin Birdathon
From Page 1
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Bird of the Month 

Evening Grosbeak: Coccothraustes vespertinus
By Diana Hierlmeier   
      The Evening Grosbeak is a large finch of 
robust proportions. Adult males are yellow 
and black with prominent white patches in 
their wings. They have dark heads with a 
bright yellow stripe over their eye. Females 
and immature birds are mostly grey with 
white and black wings and a greenish-yellow 

tinge to their neck and 
flanks.  
      These birds have a 
large, conical shaped 
bill that is pale ivory on 
adult males and green-
ish-yellow on females.  
They have rounded 
wings and a fan-shaped 
tail. Their length ranges 
from 6.3 to 7.1 inches, 

with a wingspan from 11.8 to 14.2 inches 
and weighing 1.9 to 2.6 ounces. 
      These birds are social and forage in flocks 
in winter before breaking into small groups 
during the breeding season. 
       Typically, they do not defend feeding 
territory and breeding birds tolerate other 
birds nearby but will occasionally chase 
away phoebes, Hairy Woodpeckers, robins 
and Brown-headed Cowbirds.  At feeders, 
Evening Grosbeaks are often accompanied 
by redpolls and Pine Siskins that glean the 
scraps the grosbeaks leave behind. 
      Evening Grosbeaks winter in forests and 
feed in both deciduous and coniferous trees, 
often at higher elevations. They breed in 
spruce-fir, pine-oak, pinyon-juniper and as-
pen forests of northern North America and 
the Rockies and have been found in urban 
and suburban areas.  
      During the first three field seasons of the 
second Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas their 
breeding has been confirmed in three coun-
ties in northeast Wisconsin  
      During courtship, male birds “dance” 
with head and tail raised, wings drooped 
and vibrating, as they swivel back and forth.  
      This species nests high in trees or large 
shrubs such as red, black, Norway and 
Engelmann spruce as well as white, Jeffery, 
Ponderosa and jack pine and balsam, beech, 
sugar maple and willow. Nest site selection 
is probably influenced most by food avail-
ability. 
       Nests sit on horizontal branches often 
well out from the trunk or in a vertical fork 
of a tree varying in height above ground 
from 10 to 100 feet. The nest is built primar-
ily by the female and is a loose cup of twigs 
lined with fine grass, moss, rootlets and pine 
needles.   

      The female will lay a clutch of three to 
four eggs, which she incubates for 12 to 14 
days.  The male feeds the female while she 
is on the nest. The newly hatched young 
remain in the nest for 13 to 14 days and are 
fed by both parents. 
      When food supply in their winter range 
is poor, the Evening Grosbeak becomes an 
irregular or “irruptive” winter migrant and 
often shows up at feeders far south of their 
normal winter range.  
      These irruptions formerly happened ev-
ery two to three years in the eastern United 
States, but have become less frequent, par-
ticularly in the East since the 1980s.  
      They eat sunflower seeds and are also 
attracted to the seeds, berries and buds of 
trees and shrubs, especially maple. This spe-
cies has been observed eating 96 sunflower 
seeds in five minutes and will devour sur-
prising quantities of raw salt.  
     In the summer, these birds eat insects 
such as the spruce budworm, a serious for-
est pest. Evening Grosbeaks are so adept at 
finding these caterpillars that the birds often 
provide a first warning that a budworm 
breakout has begun.  
     They also eat caterpillars of other insects, 
aphids and a variety of seeds including; box 
elder, ash, cherry, apple, tulip poplar, elm, 
pine, dock, bindweed, and goosefoot.  They 
also consume small fruits from ash, cherry, 
crabapple, snowberry, hawthorn, juniper 
and Russian olive. 
      The Evening Grosbeak is known as the 
songbird without a song. It does not seem to 
use any complex sounds to attract a mate or 
defend its territory.  
      It does have a small repertoire of simple 
calls, including sweet, piercing notes and 
blurry chirps.  A flock of these birds will an-
nounce their presence with constant calling. 
Their common call is a loud, descending 
“pyeer.” They also utter a raspy, tuneless 
whistle, “pirrrt.”  

      The sounds made by these birds seem 
to be a form of communication within the 
flock. This species was misnamed due to an 
assumption by Henry Rowe Schoolcraft, who 
collected the first specimen and believed the 
bird sang only in the evenings.  This belief 
persisted for years.   
      You can read more about “How the Eve-
ning Grosbeak Got Its Name” by John Far-
rand Jr.  by going to https://sora.unm.edu/
sites/default/files/journals/nab/v046n05/
p01184-p01186.pdf 
      In the mid 1800s,  Evening Grosbeaks 
were uncommon to rare east of the Rockies, 
but then they began moving east with each 
winter migration, reaching Rhode Island in 
the winter of 1910-‘11. By the 1920s they 
were considered a regular visitor in New 
England. This eastward expansion maybe 
related to the growing number of ornamen-
tal box elders, which provide a steady food 
supply. 
      Evening Grosbeaks are considered 
numerous and widespread but popula-
tions have declined steeply between 1966 
and 2015 (North American Breeding Bird 
Survey), particularly in the East where 
numbers declined 97% during that time. 
Recent declines may be due to logging and 
other development in the boreal forests as 
well as the birds being susceptible to disease 
outbreaks such as salmonella, West Nile, 
House Finch eye disease and a reduction in 
the spruce  
      The oldest Evening Grosbeak was a male 
and at least 16 years, three months old when 
found in Brunswick in 1974. He had been 
banded in Connecticut in 1959. 
 
TO DIG MORE DEEPLY:  
Dunn, John L. and Jonathan Alderfer, 
National Geographic Field Guide of Birds of 
North America, National Geographic Society, 
Sixth Edition. 
National Audubon Society, The Sibley Guide 
to Bird Life and Behavior, Alfred A. Knopf, 
New York, N.Y., 2001. 
Terres, John K., The Audubon Society Ency-
clopedia of North American Birds, Alfred A. 
Knopf, New York, N.Y., 1980. 
Welty, Joseph Carl., The Life of Birds, 
Saunders College Publishing, New York, N.Y., 
1982. 
-------------------------------------------------------- 
Diana Hierlmeier, her husband, two dogs 
and an indoor cat enjoy an acre of farmland 
in Random Lake that is a certified Wild-
life Habitat and an Advanced Bird Habitat 
through the National Wildlife Federation.

                                      Cornell Lab of Ornithology

Diana Hierlmeier
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Will it be birds vs. drones?  
Here’s what we know now

By Emma Bryce 
     When Christopher Schmidt’s video of a hawk attacking a drone 
went viral last fall, many cheered for the raptor’s territorial win. 
There is certainly something satisfying about watching nature trump 
technology, but this elation may have more to do with the human 
fear of surveillance than our love of nature. And it may be com-
pounded by our sense that birds have earned their right to the skies. 
     Either way, as the rise of drones is increasingly inevitable, obvious 
questions come up about how their presence will affect birds. This is 
swiftly changing territory, but here’s what we know right now. 
 
 How are drones regulated? 
     Known officially as “unmanned aircraft systems,” drones in the 
United States fall under the watch of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, which also oversees airports, airplanes and commercial 
space vehicles. This body heavily restricts any commercial drones 
used to generate income, granting permits on a case-by-case basis 
only. Users looking to use drones for more altruistic purposes, 
including scientific research or rescue missions, can get special per-
mits to fly (doing so requires navigating). 
    Recreational drones, like those owned by hobbyists, are relatively 
free to explore the airways with some restrictions: They have to be 
at least three miles away from airports, weigh 55 pounds or less, and 
fly below 400 feet, to ensure they don’t have the heft or height to 
cause accidents with other airborne vehicles. 
 
Are drones banned anywhere in the United States? 
     Yes. In June, the National Park Service banned recreational drones 
in all of its national parks, largely to protect wildlife. (The parks are 
still open to research drones with permits.) 
      “We’ve called a time-out while we analyze [drone] activity and 
what effect it’s going to have on all park resources,” says Jeffrey 
Olson, a national parks spokesman.  
      The crackdown came after a spate of bad drone behavior. Worst 
offenders included one that crashed into Yellowstone’s pristine 
Grand Prismatic Hot Springs in August, leaving behind remnants 
that officials fear may block the spring’s flow; a hovering drone that 
agitated a group of sheep in Zion National Park in May; and a drone 
that a man steered into off-limits habitat for nesting Mew Gulls in 
Denali National Park. 
 
Can drones hurt birds? 
     So far, drones don’t seem to have caused any bird deaths. But 
outside of national parks, one fact is clear: recreational drones are 
on the rise, and no one is sure what that spells. 
       “Now, we theoretically are reaching out to encounter organisms 
in places where they’re not used to having humans,” says Kevin Mc-
Gowan, a behavioral ecologist at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology who 
is interested in using drones (considerately) in his own research on 
crows. Videos online already reveal a pattern of amateur videogra-
phers driving birds away with clumsily steered recreational drones, 
something that could cause problems during nesting time or in some 
sensitive habitats.  
       Nicholas Lund, bird expert and author, also points out that if 
drones populate the skies, they’ll be met by an uptick in strikes from 
territorial birds—like the one in this video.  
 
 How could drones help birds? 
     Drones have enormous conservation impact, too. “The potential 
is extremely exciting for accessing various places without the same 
impact as one would have walking through an area,” McGowan 

explains. For instance, instead of climbing trees and disturbing the 
nesting crows he’s trying to study, he’d use his quadrocopter to 
investigate their treetop habitats more covertly. Biologist Leanne 
Hanson is working with the U.S. Geological Survey in one of the first 
studies of its kind, using unmanned aircraft equipped with infrared 
sensors that count and monitor Sandhill Cranes and Greater Sage-
Grouse from a safe distance. Drones can also crime-bust by track-
ing poaching from above.  
 
Can we make drones bird-friendly? 
     Ideally lawmakers will keep a close watch on the size, noise levels 
and places drones fly to. In the meantime, recreational users can 
take their cue from researchers who use drones. Heavyweight blades 
can be enclosed with guards to protect birds in any collisions, drones 
shouldn’t get too close to birds — especially territorial ones — and 
users should be mindful of noise levels around flocks or nesting 
birds. 
 
What does the future hold? 
     In 2012 Congress ordered the FAA to draw up a plan for the 
integration of drones into the airspace, and it’s now writing rules for 
next year that could make it easier to get permits. The National Park 
Service, too, says their ban on recreational drones won’t be everlast-
ing. “We think there are parts in the National Park System where 
flying unmanned aircraft is appropriate,” Olson says. These decisions 
will populate the airways with more drones — recreational and 
commercial. Whether birds will receive special protections when 
more of these vehicles are in the skies is something that will likely 
evolve with the law. 
                                            -- Reprinted from  National Audubon online 
 
MEANWHILE, IN MADISON… 
     Wisconsin birders will want to pay attention as state lawmakers 
look to update state drone laws. 
    A bill authored by Rep. Michael Schraa (R-Oshkosh) would prevent 
local governments from creating their own restrictions for drones. 
    “Maybe your neighborhood doesn’t want drone usage around a 
park. I would think that it would be almost impossible if every mu-
nicipality had their own ordinances to be able to navigate through 
that,” Schraa said. He said the bill is designed to protect both drone 
operators and privacy rights. 
    Some have voiced fears, however, that such legislation could ulti-
mately mean that drone users would be able to fly their drones over 
just about any public property, including natural areas, conservancy 
lands, etc., where they may create disturbances to birds.

                                                                                                                 Vancouver Sun 
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3 BBS routes are open 
     Mark Korducki, Breeding Bird Survey 
coordinator for Wisconsin, is seeking to 
fill 3 Breeding Bird Survey routes in Wis-
consin. The routes are: Merrill, Wisconsin 
Rapids and Mather.  
     Please contact him at korducki@earth-
link.net if you are interested in filling any 
of these routes for 2018 and beyond. Work requires the ability to 
recognize birds by song. 
 

Atlas team publishes in Ibis 
     Point counts are an important sub-effort of an Atlas that help 
determine where species are most or least abundant. Unfortunately, 
point counts can take a lot of resources, and atlas projects typically 
have limited time, money, and manpower. 
     WBBA II coordinators think they have found a 

“sweet spot” for point count survey efforts, and 
have shared their findings with the ornithologi-
cal community through a paper published in 
Ibis: The International Journal of Avian Science. 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/
ibi.12561/full   

     Written by Jennifer McCabe, Nick Anich, Ryan 
Brady and Ben Zuckerberg, the paper can guide 
sister atlas projects as they navigate their own 

point count efforts. Read a recent synopsis published on the British 
Ornithological Union  blog at   https://www.bou.org.uk/blog-anich-
mccabe-atlas-survey-effort/ to learn about their findings and to 
see how point counts are helping determine species abundance in 
Wisconsin. 
 

Help wildlife via endangered 
resources checkoff on your tax form 
     Wisconsinites can double the difference they make for rare and 
native species and natural areas through a donation to the Endan-
gered Resources Fund on their 2017 Wisconsin income tax form. 
     Donations made through what’s known as the “tax checkoff” are 
tax-deductible and are matched dollar for dollar by the state. Look 
for the “donations” section and fill in an amount of any size: Form 1 - 
line 35; Form 1A - line 26; Form WI-Z - line 13; Form 1NPR - line 61. 
     “Your contribution of any size makes a difference and helps us 

conserve some of the best of 
what makes Wisconsin spe-
cial,” says Drew Feldkirchner, 
who directs the DNR Natural 
Heritage Conservation pro-
gram. “Donors allow us to do 
more work to protect and re-
store the roughly 400 wildlife 
species and over 300 plant 
species that are threatened, 
endangered or declining.” 
      Donations to the Endangered Resources Fund over the last 
generation have helped restore Bald Eagles, Osprey and Trumpeter 
Swans to the sky, for instance.  
 

NRF seeking grant applicants 
      The Natural Resources Foundation http://www.wisconservation.
org/ is seeking applications for the following grant opportunities:  
-- Teachers’ Outdoor Environmental Education Fund provides 
grants to Wisconsin public school teachers for outdoor environmen-
tal education projects. Applications are due May 1. 
-- Go Outside Fund supports field experiences for Wisconsin stu-
dents. Teachers and partner organizations may apply for funds for 
field supplies, transportation, nature center fees, and more. Addi-
tional funding is currently available for schoolyard butterfly gardens 
and school forests. Applications due March 31. 

 
Proposals for Habitat Partnership Fund 
to help wildlife due April 6 
     A new Wisconsin Habitat Partnership Fund will provide $1 mil-
lion to improve wildlife habitat and increase the amount of land 
accessible to the public for hunting, trapping and wildlife viewing. 
      Eligible projects include habitat restoration, enhancement or 
management activities that benefit priority wildlife habitat and 
enhance the public experience in the outdoors. Eligible applicants 
include local units of government, tribes and qualified 501(c) 3 
conservation organizations. 
     Project proposals are due April 6. Projects will be selected for 
funding in late April and awards will be issued mid-June. For more 
information, including an application, search the Wisconsin De-
partment of Natural Resources website, dnr.wi.gov, for keywords 
“Wisconsin Habitat Partnership Fund.”

Birding Digest

 

     Wisconsin’s Favorite  

Bird Haunts 

NOW $15.00* 
 

 

THE comprehensive bird-finding 

guide to Wisconsin! 

♦ Compiled and edited by renowned 

Wisconsin birder Daryl Tessen. 
♦ Includes annotated checklist and birding 

highlights quick reference. 
♦ Features nearly 40 bird illustrations and 

scores of detailed maps. 
Fifth edition (2009). Spiral bound, 6" by 9", 556 pages. 
 

* Plus shipping and handling and sales tax. 
 

 

To order, visit the WSO website at http://wsobirds.org/ 

or contact Bookstore Manager Dar Tiede at  

920-997-9418 or bookstore@wsobirds.org 

 
       Atlas of the Breeding 

Birds of Wisconsin 

NOW $20.00* 
 

 

The results of the largest natural history survey ever 

conducted in Wisconsin! 

♦ Features almost 1,400 photographs, 

distribution maps, and figures – all in 

color! 

♦ Based on studies done by more than 

1,600 field observers between 1995  

and 2000. 

Copyright 2006. Hardcover, 9" by 11.25", 624 pages. 
 

* Plus shipping and handling and sales tax. 
 

 

To order, visit the WSO website at http://wsobirds.org/ 

or contact Bookstore Manager Dar Tiede at  

920-997-9418 or bookstore@wsobirds.org 
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WSO MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL

Name ____________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ___________________________________________
Phone ____________________________________________________
E-Mail __________________________________________

PLEASE CIRCLE APPROPRIATE MEMBERSHIP LEVEL:
Include a $10 surcharge in all categories
if you want mail delivery of The Badger Birder.                       

Student/$25                                  
Senior/$25 (No Passenger Pigeon)                    
Household/$40                             
Sustaining/$100                            
Conservation Advocate/$200 
                              

Make check payable to WSO and send with form to: WSO Membership / P.O. Box 3024 / Madison, WI 53704-3024

WSO CALENDAR 
Field Trips 
March 11 (Sunday) -- Sheboygan: 
Lakefront Birding 
Meet at 8 a.m. at the Sheboygan Marina. 
Please adjust your clocks for Daylight Sav-
ings Time.  Depending on current birding 
information, our travels may take us north to 
Manitowoc and Two Rivers harbors or south 
to Harrington Beach State Park and the Port 
Washington area. Bring a bag lunch.  
 
March 17 or 24 (Saturday) -- Dane 
and Columbia County Ponds 
Meet at 7 a.m. at Goose Pond, one mile south 
of Hwy. 51/60 on Goose Pond Rd. (south-
east of Arlington). Our group will tour by 
auto to several ponds and flooded fields in 
this very productive area. A wide variety of 
water birds, shorebirds, migrant passerines 
and others are possible (i.e.: swans, Greater 

White-fronted and Ross’s Geese, pipits, long-
spurs, sparrows, etc.). Trip typically ends 
around noon after birding the causeway 
(CR-V) on Lake Wisconsin. Bring a bag lunch. 
Our intent is to try and optimize our birding 
during migration. March 17 is the scheduled 
date, but if it is determined that March 24 
may be better, we will notify potential par-
ticipants at http://wsobirds.org and via the 
Wisbirdn Listserv. Please check these a day 
or two prior to March 17. 
 
WSO Board of Directors 
April 22 (Sunday) 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Quarterly meeting will be held at Horicon 
Education and Visitor’s Center on Highway 
28 just north of the City of Horicon. Mem-
bers are always welcome; bring a lunch.  
 
Honey Creek Birdathon/Bandathon 
May 12-13 (Saturday Night-Sun-

day) at Honey Creek 
Meet at the Cox Nature Center on the Harold 
and Carla Kruse Nature Preserve at Honey 
Creek in Sauk County. Campout and potluck 
supper on Saturday night. Banding and 
birdathon will both be held on Sunday with 
the walk up the valley stepping off at 8 a.m.  
 
79th Annual Convention 
May 18-21 at the Green Lake  
Conference Center 
The conference center will provide primary 
lodging and be the center of convention 
activities. The 900-acre GLCC sits on the 
shore of Wisconsin’s deepest lake in an area 
of abundant birding opportunities. The hotel 
is holding a large number of rooms for WSO 
at a discounted price of $105 per night. This 
includes all taxes and fees. There is an addi-
tional charge of $15 per person when more 
than two people share a room. To reserve, 
call 1-920-294-3323 and mention WSO.


